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PREFACE. 


T^HE  great  work  of  God  the  Holy  Ghost, 
"^  in  the  miniftry  of  his  facred  word,  and 
in  his  gracious  influences  (hed  abroad  on  the 
minds  of  his  people,  is  to  exalt  the  Son  of. 
God  :  Jesus  himfelf  fo  marked  his  chara&er; 
when  fpeaking  of  him,  he  faid.  He  Jhall  glorify. 

Hence  it  will  undeniably  follow,  that  the 
great  objeft  of  the  gofpel  miniftry  ftiould  be 
idirefted  to  the  promotion  of  the  fame  bleffed' 
purpofe.  And  the  higheft  teftimony  of  any 
man's  being  called  and  fent  forth  by  the  Holy 
Ghost,  to  minifter  in  the  church  of  Jesus, 
is,  when  that  man  makes  CHRIST,  the  Alpha 
and  Omega  of  all  his  miniflerial  labours. 

In  this  view,  Mr.  Pierce's  writings  appear 
to  me  eminently  diftinguiflied :  the  leading 
tendency  of  the  whole  being  direfte  1  to  fet 
forth  the  LpitD  Jesus,  in  his  effential,  per- 
fopal^  relative^  and  mediatorial  glories. 
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iv  P   R   E    F   A   C    E. 

Although  the  Sermons^  contained  in  this 
volume,  which  treat  of  thefe  fublime  fubjefts, 
can  need  no  other  commendation,  than  t\it\r 
own  excellencies;  yet,  as  far  as  my  little 
influence  could  reach,  would  I  gladly  exert  it, 
to  render  the  reading  of  them  as  extenfive  as 
poffible.  I  venture  to  believe,  that  they  carry 
with  them  the  imprimatur  of  the  Mafter.  And 
under  this  perfuafion,  I  feel  no  hefitation  to 
recommend  them  as  the  humble  labours  of  the 
fervant.  And  I  am  equally  convinced,  that 
He,  who  caufeth  them  to  be  fent  forth,  will 
blefs  them  to  the  end  intended,  in  making 
them  inflrumental  in  his  Almighty  Hand,  to 
make  manifeil  the  fweet  favour  of  his  name  iu 
every  place, 

ROBERT  HAWKER. 

Plymouth, 
Cbarks-Ficardge. 
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SERMON     I. 


The   scriptural  Doctrine  of  the 

COESSENTIAL    ThREE. 


1  John  v.  7. 

Tor  there  are  three  that  hear  record  in  heaven^  the  Father^ 
the  fVord^  and  the  Holy  Gboft :  and  tbefe  three  are  me. 

THE  holy  and  blefled  Scriptures,  which  were 
written  by  \ht  in/piration  of  God,  are  the  only 
infallible  rule,  guide,  and  dire£lion  for  our  faith  and 
praBice  :  they  <:ontain  and  make  known  unto  us  the 
whole  of  God's  mind  and  will,  and  are  fufficicntly 
able  to  make  us  wife  unto  Jalvation,  through  faith 
which  is  in  Chrijl  Jefus.  They  inform  us,  that 
God  made  all  things  for  his  own  glory — that  he  is 
incompreheniible  in  bis  eflence — ^immutable   in  his 

.  will— ^-infinite  in  wifdom — :almighty  in  power — im- 
menfe  and  every  where  prefent.  Inhere  is  no  fearch- 
ing  of  bis  underftanding*  He  being  felf-exiftpntT- 
all-fufficient-Hbe  fountain  of  goodnefs — of  life .  and 
bleflednefs,  whofe  name  is  I  a.m  that  I  am,  who 
made  all  things  for  his  .own. glory — called  all  things 

.  out  .of  nothing  .  into  being,  ^  and  hath  fore-ordained 

B 


2  The  fcriptural  DoSirine  of 

whatfoever  fhall  come  to  pafs. — All  things  in  nature, 
providence,  and  grace,  are  ofhim^  and  ibrvugh  him  and 
to  him  :  to  whom  be  glory  for  ever :  Amen. 

In  the  Bible  we  are  informed  of  what  Jehovah 
did  concerning  his  choice  and  eleftion  of  his  peo- 
ple in  Chrift  before  the  foundation  of  the  world — 
of  his  love  towards  them — of  the  purpofes  of  his 
grace  refpefting  them,  and  his  defigns  upon  them  ; 
and,  by  it,  through  the  gracious  illuminations  and 
teachings  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  we  are  led  into  the 
true,  clear,  and  faving  knowledge  of  God.  Here 
he  is  revealed  in  the  unity  of  his  nature — in  his  per- 
fons  and  perfeftions — and  by  it,  we  are  led  to  know, 
that  there  are  three  that'  hear  record  in  heaven^  the 
Father^  the  IVord^  and  the  Holy  Ghojl^  and  thefe  three 
are  one. 

The  doftrine  of  the  ever  bleffed  Trinity,  which  I 
purpofe  at  this  time  to  treat  of,  is  a  mod  deep  and 
fublime  article  of  oar  mod  holy  faith,  and  upon 
which  our  everlafting  falvation  depends :  and  it  is 
purely  a  doftrine  of  divine  revelation.  Neither  na- 
ture, nor  philofophy,  difcovers  it,  nor  can  they  reach 
it ;  forlhough  when  it  is  clearly  ftat^d  from  the  word, 
and  fpiritually  underftood,*  it  may  be  illuftrated  by 
many  things  in  nature ;  yet  it  is  revealed  only  in,  and 
made  known  unto  us  by  the  word.  Here  it  runs  and 
is  to  be  feen  in  every  part  of  it,  and  though  it  is  fome- 
times  reprefented  by  fuch  as  are  ftrangers  to  and 
enemies  againft  it,  that  it  is  merely  a  fpeculative  point, 
and  people  may  do  well  enough  without  the  know- 
ledge and   belief  of  it^  yet  this  is  all  miftake.    It 


ihf  cbejfenllal  ^red.  3 

being  Jstn  6verlafting  truth,  that  every  article  of  our 
faith  is  built  upon  it,  every  truth  of  God  is  con- 
nefted  with  it,  and  we  cannot  worlhip  God  aright, 
without  the  true  and  faving  Icnowledge  of  it. 

Jehovah  has  revealed  himfelf,  as  the  fole,  true, 
and  only  objcQ:  of  worfhip,  and  we  cannot  worlhip 
him  aright,  if  we  are  deftitute  of  the  true  knowledge 
of  him.  We  cannot  attain  the  true  knowledge  of  him 
without  a  revelation  of  himfelf  made  known  unto  us  ; 
and  this  he  hath  made  in  the  infpired  volume,  where 
his  incomprehenfible  eflence  and  his  per  Tonalities  arc 
declared.  And,  upon  the  foundation  of  God's  word> 
and  taking  it  only  for  my  guide,  in  a  dependance 
upon  the  Hoi/  Spirit  for  his  gracious  and  fpecia^ 
afliftance,  I  fliall  proceed,  founding  and  building  ail 
I  have  to  fay  and  deliver  upon  this  deep  and  fublime 
fubjeft,  on  God^s  own  veracity  in  his  *ooofd.  And,  be- 
fore I  proceed  one  ftcp  further,  I  would  obferve,  that 
the  beft  belief  pf  this  eflential  and  important  truth, 
is  that  which  is  received  from  the  bare  word, 
and  is  fully  believed  upon  the  bare  teftimony  of 
the  Lord  in  the  word.  The  words  of  my  text  con* 
tain  a  full  and  clear  proof  of  the  doflrine.  For 
there  are  three  that  bear  record  in  heaven^  the  Fa^ 
ther^  the  Word^  and  the  Holy  Ghojl^  and  thefe 
three  are  one.  That  is,  three  in  perfon,  one  in  the 
nature  and  unity  of  the  Godhead.  So  that  the 
eternal  Father,  thie  eternal  Son,  and  the  eternal  -Spi- 
rit, are  the  one  eternal  and  incomprehenfible  Jeho- 
vah. Each  of  them  is  God  and  Lord,  and  all  three 
but  006}  the  fame  in  eflence,  equal  in  power,  eternity, 
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and  glory.  When  an  unbeliever  reads  this  text,  he 
Humbles  even  with  God's  word  in  his  hand,  and  be- 
fore hira.  He  reafons  carnally  upon  it,  ignorantly 
•cavils  at  it,  and  argues  againft  it,  faying,  how  can  this 
be  ?  how  can  three  be  one  ?  and  one  three  ?  This  is 
not  the'  doCtrine  of  the  text.  It  treats  of  the  unity 
of  the  Godhead,  and  of  the  diftinQ:  modes  of  fub- 
fiftence  in  the  Godhead,  and  declares  that  though  the 
perfons  in  the  Godhead  are  three,  and  are  diftinft 
as  to  their  perfonalities,  fo  that  ^he  J'ather  is  not 
the  Son,  the  Son  is  not  the  Father,  the  Holy  Ghoft 
is  neither  the  ^Father  nor  the  Son:  yet  the  effence, 
nature,  or  Godhead,  which  is  the  fountain  of  the 
Divine  perfons,  and  in  which  they  exifl^  is  pne, 
for  God  is  one.  The  Lord  our  Go4  is  one  Jehovah. 
Gil.  iii.  20.    Deut.  vi.  4. 

The  words  of  the  text  contain  and  hpld  forth 
the  fol}p>ying  truths.  Firft,  the  unity ^  of  the  God^ 
bead.-r-Secondly^  a  trinity  of  perfons  in,  the  God- 
head.— Thirdly,  their  proper  deity — and  di/iin£l  per- 
fpn?^lity. — And  Fourthly,,  that  they  are  three  tejii* 
^s  or  witneffes^  for  there  •  are  three  that  bear  record 
n  heaven^  ibe  Father^  the.  Pf^^ord^  and^  the  Holy 
Qhoji :  and  tbeje  three  are  one.  The  unity,  pf  the  God- 
beSsMi  is,  what  the  Scriptures  carefully  guard;  which 
tjTfith  is^fully  contained,  and  eternally  fecured  in  the 
V^r4  jEHpVAHi  which  we  tranflate  Lo r  d,  and  which, 
^^en^yer  it  is  printed  in  capital  letters  in  .the  Old.Tef- 
tanxent,  alwfty$fignifies.jEHovAli^  which  U  the.  in- 
communicable  napi?,  of  Go<},  e^cprefUve ,  of  the.inr 
communicable  nature  of  thA:Qo4h^g(j^    It  figai&cs 
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ncceflary  exiftencc,  orexitlingby  a  neceffity  of  nature. 
The  Pfalmift  in  the^  83d  Pfalm,  ver.  18.  exprefleth 
himfelf  thus,  That  men  may  know  that  tbou  whofe 
name  alone  is  Jehovah,  art  the  Mojl  High  over  all 
the  earth.  Jeremiah  fays,.  Jehovah  is  the  true 
God^  he  is  the  living  God^  and  an  everlajiing  King. 
At  his  wrath  the  earth  Jhall  tremble^  and  the  nations 
Jball  not  he  able  to  abide  his  indignation.  Jer.  x. 
10.  And  the  Lord  himfelf  fpeaking  in  the  4  2d  of 
Ifaiah,  verfe  8,  faith,  //^^ Jehovah,  that  is  my  name. 
And  this  word  Jehovah,  occurs  fix  thoufand  eight 
hundred  and  fifty-five  times  in  the  Scriptures.  So  that 
the  nature  and  eflence  of  God  is  one — infinite  and 
incomprehenfible,  without  divifion,  or  multiplicatiqn. 
And  this  leads  me  to  profecute  the  prefent  fubjeft. 

Firft,  to  prove  from  the  Scriptures,  that  there  are 
three  perfons  in  the  Godhead.  Secondly,  that  each  of 
thefe  hath  a  joint  concern  in  the  works  of  creation, 
providence,  and  grace.  Thirdly,  that  each  is  God 
and  Lord.  And  Laftly,  that  they  bear  their  joint 
teftimony  concerning  the  falvation  of  eleQ  finners 
by  Chrift  Jefus. 

I  am  firft  to  prove  from  the  Scriptures,  that  therfi 
are  three  perfons  in  the  one  infinite — ^incommunica- 
ble— and  incomprehenfible  Godhead.  And  this  t 
(hall  endeavour  to  do  from  the  following  paflages  in 
the  infallible  word.  In  the  ift  chapter  of  the  book 
of  Genefis,  we  read  of  God's  creating  the  heaven 
and  the  earth,  and  at  the  26th  verfe  of  it  we  hear 
him  ipeak  thus,  Let  us  make  man  in  our  image^  after 
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our  likenefs ;  thefe  words  mull  have  been  and  were 
direfled  by  one  of  the  Divine  perfons  to  th^  other  two, 
^  for  the  Us  here,  manifeftly  points  out  a  plurality. 
It  is  not  a  confultation  with  angels — for  they  are  not  of 
his  council.  JVho  hath  been  his  counfellor  t  No  crea- 
ture. Man  was  made  after  the  image  of  God.  And 
it  is  truly  remarkable,  that  the  firft  word  ufed  in  the 
Bible  concerning  the  Deity,  is  a  word  of  the  plural 
number.  The  word  tranflated,  and  read  by  us, 
God,  is  allowed  both  by  Jewiflx  and  Chriftian 
writers,  to  be  a  plural  one,  and  it  is  ufed  on  purpofe 
to  point  out  the  perfons  in  the  Godhead ;  and  their 
joint  concern  in  the  creation  is  evidently  fpoken  of. 
In  the  beginning  God  (in  the  Hebrew  Elohim) 
created  the  heaven  and  the  earthy  and  the  earth  was 
without  fortn  and  void^  and  darknejs  was  upon  the 
face  of  the  deep :  And  the  fpirit  of  God  moved  upon 
the  face  of  the  waters^  and  God  faid^  let  there  be 
lights  and  there  was  light.  Here  are  all  the  three 
divine  perfons  jointly  concerned.  Here  is  God  the 
Father,  to  whom  creation  is  always  in  Scripture 
afcribed,  though  not  to  the  exclufion  of  the  Son  and 
Spirit,  for  we  have  in  thefe  words  the  beginning  of 
the  creation,  which  God  created.  Here  is  God  the 
Spirit  fpoken  of  as  performing  his  part  in  this  great 
work.  He  mcfved  upon  the  face  of  the  zvaters. 
And  God  the  word  is  taken  notice  of.  God  faid^ 
let  there  he  lights  and  there  was  light:  which  the 
Pfalmill  explains  in  this  very  mctnner.  in  the  33d 
Pfalm,  verfe  6.  By  the  word  of  the  Lord  were  the 
heavens  made :   ( /.  e. )   by  the    eflential    word,  who 
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fpoke  all  things  out  of  nothing  into  being,  and  all  the 
hoft  of  them,  the  fun,  moon,  and  ftars  by  the  breath 
of  his  mouth.  All  things  in  the  airy,  ftarry,  and 
in  the  third  heavens,  the  Spirit,  who  is  here  ftyled 
the  breath  of  Jehovah,  created  and  formed. 

When  man,  the  laft  and .  nobleft  of  all  God's 
works  in  this  lower  world  was  to  be  brought  into  a 
ftate  of  exiftence,  you  have  this  plural  word  ufed— 
Let  us  make  man^  which  evidently  implies  that 
there  is  a  plurality  of  perfons  in  the  Godhead. 
In  the  3d  chapter  of  this  book,  we  have  God  again 
fpeaking  in  the  fame  manner  at  the  22d  verfe.  After 
Adam  was  fallen  from  his  original  righteoufnefs 
and  purity,  it  is  recorded,  that  the  Lord  God 
faid^  behold  the  man  is  become  as  one  of  Us^ 
which  is  generally  underftood  to  be  fpoken  by 
way  of  irony  or  fareafm  at  man's  deception  by 
Satan.  Yet  this  word  Us^  and  this  manner  of  fpeak- 
ing prove,  that  there  is  more  than  one  perfon  in  the 
Godhead.  We.  have  this  plural  expreffion  again  in 
the  11th  chapter  of  Genefis,  verfes  6th  and  7th, 
where^  upon  attempting  to  build  a  city  and  a  tower^ 
whofe  top  the  builders  would  wifli,  if  poffible,  to 
reach  to  heaven,  and  which  vain  attempt  was  fet 
about  after  the  flood ;  we  read  of  the  Lord's  taking 
notice  of  it.  And  the  Lord  came  down  to  fee  the 
city^  and  the  tower^  which  the  children  of  men  builded. 
And  the  hard  Jaid^  Behold  the  people  is  one^  and  they 
have  all  one  language^  and  this  they  begin  to  do^ 
and  nemo  nothing  will  be  refirained  from  them  which 
they  b0Ve   imagined  to. do.     Go  to^   let  Us   go  down^ 
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and  thefe  confound  their   language^  that  they-  fnay   not 

under/land  one  another's  fpeecb.     Now  this  could   not 

be   fpokerr  to  angels,  for   the  work  of  confounding 

the  language  of  the  Babel  builders  is  exprefsly  afcrib- 

ed  to  Jehovah,  and  not  to  any  created  agents.     So 

the  Lord  fcatttred  them  abroad  from    thence  upon   the 

face  of  all  the  earth.      The  Lord   did  there    confound 

the  language  of  all  the  earth.     In  the  6th  chapter  of 

Ifaiah's    prophecy,   we   have   this   plural  expreffion 

again.     The  prophet   has  a  vilion   of  the  Lord  of 

Hofts^    and    heard     the    feraphim     crying,    Holy^ 

holy  J  holy^  is    the   Lord  of  Hofts^   the    whole  earth  is 

full  of  his  glory.     This  thrice   holy  is  a  proof  of  a 

trinity  of  perfons.     For  the  Father  is  holy,  and  is 

ftyled  by  Chrift  in  the  17th  of  John,  Holy  Father. 

The  Son  b  holy,  and  is  called  in  the  gth  chapter  of 

Daniel,  The  most  Holy.      And  the  Spirit  is  holy, 

aftd  his  title  is.  The  Holy  Spirit  of  Promife*     See 

Eph.  i.  13*.     But,  left  we  Ihould  be  miftaken,  and 

think  this  thrice  holy  was  only  the  rapture  of  devotion, 

tkfe  prophet'  at    the  8th  verfe  fay^,     Alfo  I  heard  the 

^ice  of    the  Lord  faying^     Whom  fhall  I  fend^  and 

xkbo  will  go  for  \Js?  which  plainly  points  out  a  tri- 

nity  of  perfons*— for  the  voice  of  the  Loi^  refpfeSs 

Jehovath  thS  Father,  who   is  always*  reprefented  as 

fending  the  Son  and  the  Spirit,  and  never  as  being  fent 

Iby  theni.     And  concerning  this  viCpn  we  have  an  in- 

fpired  apoftle  applying  it  to   Ghrift.      Thefe  things^ 

faid  Efaias^    when  he  faw  bis    {i.  e.)    Chrijl*s  glofy 

andfpdkeof  him^-  John  xii'.  41.    And  tbe  apoftle  Paul 

apJpHes  this  likcwife  to  the  Hdy  Gboft  in  the  laft 
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chapter  of  the  AQs^  where  he  quotes  the  9th  and  lodi' 
verfes  of  the  6th  chapter  of  -  Ifaiah,  and  thus  ap- 
plies them  to  the  unbelieving  Jews*  If^ell  Jpake 
the  Holy  Gboft  by  Efmas  the  prophet^  unio  our  fa^^ 
tbersj  faying^  Go  unto  this  people  and  Jay^  bearing 
ye  Jball  bear^  and  Jhall  mi  underjland^  and  feeing  ye^ 
Jhall  Jee^  and  not  perceive.  Again,  in  the  4th  chap« 
ter  of  Daniel,  where  that  great  change  is  fpoken  of, 
which  was  to  take  place  in  Nebuchadnezzar,  and  his- 
kingdom,  it  is  faid  at  the  17th  verfe,  This  matter 
is  hy  the  decree  of  the  watchers^  and  the  demand  by  the 
word  of  the  IA01.Y  Ones,  evidently  alluding  to 
the  petfons  in  the  Godhead.  And  in  the  New  TefU- 
ment  we  have  an  open  and  exprefs  manifeftation  of  all 
the  faci^d' Three,  at  our  Lord's  baptifm,  where  the 
voice  of  God  the  Father  was  heard,  proclaiming 
Ghrift  to  be  his  beloved  Son.  The  fecond  perfbn* 
wds  there  feenl,  manifeftcd  in  the  flefli  and  fealed 
and  anointed  as  the  true  and  prpmifed  Mefliah.  And 
the  Holy  Ghoft  was  feen  to  defcend  in  a  bodily  (hap4!*' 
like  a  dove,  and  lighted  upon  t^e'  adorable  Saviour. 
Atid,  befides  this,  there  are  thefe  follpwing  prooft 
from  the  New  Teftament,.  This  plain  declaration-  of ■ 
John's,  For  there  are  three  that  bear  record  in 
beltven^  the  Father^  the  Word^  and  the  Holy  Ghoft. 
The  command  for  baptifm,  which  is  by  our  LordV 
exprefs  order  to  be  performed  in  the  name  of  the 
Father^  and  of  the  Sort,  and  of  the  Holy  Ghoft. 
*  Matr,  xxviii.  verfe  19.  And  that  apoftolic  benedic- 
tioni  2  Cor.  xiii.  verfe  14.  l^he  Grate  of  our  Lord*^ 
Jefm  Cbrift^   and  the-  love   of   God^    and   the    com^ 


lO  ^e  fcriptural  DoSlrine  of 

murn'on  of  ibe  Holy  Gbojl^  be  with  you  all.  Amen. 
To  which  may  be  added  that  moff  folemn  invoca- 
tion of  the  apoftle  John,  in  the  firft  chapter  of  the 
Revelation,  where,  addreffing  the  feven  churches  of 
Afia,  he  fpeaks  thus,  John  to  the  feven  churches  which 
are  in  Afia :  grace  be  untoyou^  and  peace  from  him  which 
wasy  and  which  is,  and  which  is  to  come :  which  is 
the  bed  paraphrafis  and  explanation  of  the  word  Je- 
hovah that  can  be  given,  and  which  involves  and 
includes  the  three  divine  perfons :  the  Father  by 
him  which  is,  he  being  the  /am  that  I  ami  the 
Son  by  him  which  wasj  which  was  with  God  the 
Father,  and  was  God;  and  the  Spirit  by  him  which 
is  to  come,  who  was  prom i fed  to  come  from  the 
Father  and  the  Son,  as  the  Comforter  and  Spirit  of 
Truth.  Grace  and  peace  are  prayed  for  from  the 
Father  and  the  feven  fpirits  which  are  before  the 
throne,  ( /.  e. )  the  Holy  Spirit,  who  is  but  one  in 
perfonality,  but  is  prayed  to  under  the  confideration 
of  his  fevenfold  influences  towards  and  upon  the 
churches ;  and  the  Spirit  and  Jefus  Chrill  are  joined 
together  in  this  addrefs.  So  that  prayer,  which  is 
an'  acknowledgment  of  God,  is  here  put  up  by  an 
infpired  apoftle  to  all  the  threip  divine  perfons, 
which  is  a  full  and  clear  proof  of^  their  exiftence  in 
•  the  Godhead,  and  of  their  coequality  and  coeffici- 
cncy*  From  the  joint  fufFrage,  therefore,  of  the 
Old  and  New  Teftament ;  from  the  plural  expref- 
fions  of  the  one,  and  the  plain  and  pofltive  declara- 
tions of  the  other,  it  will  appear  fully  and  clearly, 
when  thefe  are  properly  ftated,  and  rightly  explained, 
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that  there  is  a  trinity  of  perfons  in  the  one  felf-exiftent 
Jehovah.  And,  without  going  any  further  for  proofs 
of  a  diftinfl  perfonality  in  the  Deity,  which  if  all  were 
brought  that  the  Scriptures  afford,  well  nigh  the  whole 
of  the  infpired  volume  muft  be  quoted.     I  proceed 

Secondly,  to  prove  that  each  of  thefe  divine 
perfons  hath  a  joint  concern  in  the  works  of  cre- 
ation, providence,  and  grace.  God  the  Father  is 
faid  to  be  the  creator  of  the  heavens  and  the  earth. 
Thus  in  the  firft  chapter  of  Genefis,  In  the  begin-' 
ning  God  created  the  hearoen  and  the  earth.  Again, 
Ifaiah  xlii.  verfe  5.  Thus  faith  God  the  Lordy  he 
that  created  the  heavens  and  Jl retched  them  out  ^  be 
that  fpread  forth  the  earthy  and  that  which  cometh 
mt  of  it;  be  that  giveth  ireaih  unto  the  people 
upon  it^  and  fpirit  to  them  that  walk  therein.  And  it 
is  declared  by  Paul,  in  the  8th  chapter  of  1  Cor. 
To  us  there  is  but  one  Godj  the  Father^  of  whom  are 
all  things;  and  in  the  3d  of  the  Ephefians,  verfe  g, 
that  he  created  all  things  by  Jefus  Chri/l^  not  as 
an  inftrument,  but  as  a  coefficient  caufe.  So  that 
in  the  firft  chapter  to  the  Hebrews,  it  is  faid,  that 
by  him  he  made  the  worlds.  And,  that  the  Son  and 
Spirit  were  jointly  concerned  in  this  work,  appears 
from  exprefs  Scripture.  That  in  the  33d  Pfalm,  be- 
fore quoted,  fully  proves  it.  By  the  word  of  the 
Lord  were  the  heavens  made,  and  all  the  hoji  of 
them  by  the  breath  of  bis  mouth.  Here  is  an 
exprefs  mention  of  the  eternal  three — the  Lord — 
the  word  of  the  Lord — and  the  breath  of  his 
mouth — by  whom  the  heavens  and  all  the  hofts  were 
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created  and  made.  The  apoftle  John  tells  us,  that 
In  the  heginiiing^  was  the  wordy  and  the  word  was 
with  God^  and  the  word  was  God.  In  which  we 
have  an  exprefs  teftimony  of  the  diftinft  perfonality, 
eternity,  and  deity  of  Ood  the  Son.  The  begin- 
ning, is  the  fame  as  Mofes  in  the  firft  chapter  of 
Geneiis  fpeaks  of,  and  which  our  Lord  calls  the 
beginning  of  the  creation  which  God  created;  Mark 
xiii;  19.  All  before  the  creation  was  boundlefs 
eternity. 

None  was  before  the  world  but  Jehovah.  To 
be  before  the  foundation  of  the  world,  before  the 
mountains  were  brought  forth,  or  ever  the  earth 
and  the  world'  was  formed,  is  brought  in  by  Mofes 
in  the  90th  Pfalm,  as  a  proof  of  God's  eternity. 
No  angel,  nor  any  creature  was  before  the  world. 
For  all  things  in  he'aven  and  earth  were  created  in 
the  fpace  of  fix  days.  But  the  effential  word,  the 
wifdom  and  confubftantial  Son  of  the  Father,  was 
before  the  wtorld,  was  prefent  at  the  making  of  it, 
and  had  his  almighty  power  manifefted  in  it,  and 
by  it.  John  declares,  in  the  words  before  cited, 
his*  perfbnalityi  his  eternity,  and  his  divinity,  and 
proves  it  further  by  adding,  all  things  were  madt 
hy  him^  and  witbmt  him  was  not  any  thing  made 
that  was  'made.  John  i.  verfes  1,  2,  3.  Paul, 
in  the  firft  chapter  of  his  epiftle  to  the  Coloffians, 
verfe  the  16th,  tells  us  that  Chrift  is  the  Creatbr. 
For  iy'  him  were'  all  things  created  that  are  in 
hecpoeni  and  that  are  in  earthy  vifible  and  iiwiftble^ 
vAfether .  they    be   thrones^  or  dminions^   or  principal 
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lities^  or  poTvers  :  all  things  were  created  hy  him^-^ 
by  his  own  aknighty  power,  and  for  his  own  {^ory. 
And  then  be  gives  us  an  everlafting  proof  of  hii 
eternal  deity,  and  he  is  before  all  things,-  there 
is  his  eternity.  J&ui  hy  him  all  things  eonjift  ; 
therein  his  omnipotent  power  is  difplayed :  it  bei^g 
owing  to  omnipotence,  that  the  whole  creation  is  up- 
held and  fuftainedr  And  the  work  of  garnifhing  the 
heavens  with  ftars,  is  exprefsly  afcribed  to  the  Hply 
Spirit.  See  Job  xxvi.  verfe  13*  Byhisfpiritbebatb 
gamijbed  the  heavens  ^  his  hand  hath  formed  the  t rooked 
Jerpesa.  And  Elihu  afcribes  his  creation  and  life  uif* 
.  16  him.  Job  xxxiii.  verfe  4.  The  fpirit  of  God  hath 
made  me^  and  the  breath  of  the  alfnighty  hath  given 
me  l^i  And  the  renewing  the  earth  at  every 
returnkig  fprrng*,  which  is  a  work  of  omnipo^ 
tency,  is  attributed  unto  him  in  the  104th  Pfalm* 
Tibou  fendeft  forth  thy  fpirit ^  tb^  are  created: 
and  thou  renewefi  the  face  of  the  earth.  And  his 
Dmnifcience  and  omniprefence  are  declared  in 
the  139th  Pfalna,  verfes  7,  8,  9.  Whithet  Jbatl 
I  go  Jmn  thy  fpirit  ?  or  whither  fhaU  I  ftee 
from  thy  prefmce  f  If  I  afcend  up  into  hea^en\ 
thoa  art  there :  if  I  make  my  bed  in  hellj  behofd 
thou  art  there  i  if  I  take  the  wings  of  the  morn- 
if^  and  dwell  ift  the  uitemiofi  parts  -  of  the  fea : 
even  tbeft  Jball  thy  Band  lead  me^  and  thy  figin- 
band  Jball  hoU  me.  Nov  thcfe  Scriptures  af* 
fcrt  and  prdve  that  the  fetemaV  three  afe  jointly* 
concerned  in  the  cr^atioh  of  all  things. 

I  go  on  to  produce  fuch  others  as  fpeak  of'thteiir^ 
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'joint  concern  in  the  works  of  Providence.     I  fhall 
give  an  inftance  of  it  in  that   remarkable    affair  of 
*  bringing  the  children  of  Ifrael  out  of  Egypt,  and  lead- 
ing  and   conducing    them   through  the   wildernefs, 
which   is    fpoken  of  by  the    prophet  Ifaiah,  in  the 
63d  chapter  of  his   prophecy.     I  will   mention   thg 
bving  kindnejfesef  the  Lord^  and  thepraifes  of  the  Lordj 
according   to    all   that    the  Lord   hath    lejlctwed  upon 
ns^    and   the   great    goodnefs     towards    the    houfe    of 
Ifrael ;  which  be   hath  bejlawed   upon    them   according 
to    his   mercies^   and  according    to  the  multitude  of  his 
loving  kindnejfes.       For     he     faid,     Surely    they    are 
my  people^     children   that    will   not    lie :  fo   he   was 
'their    Saviour.      In   all    their   crfflilfion   he   was    af 
fiSfed ;    and  the  angel  of  his  prefence  faved  them  :   in 
ins    love   and    in   his   pity    he   (faved   them  or)    re^ 
deemed  themj    arid  carried    them   all   the  days  of  old: 
iut  they   rebelled  and  vexed  his   Holy   Spirits     Now 
here  is    an    exprefs  mention   of  the  eternal  three, 
as    being   jointly  concerned   in  this   affair  of   pro- 
vidence.    Here   is  Jehovah    their    Saviour,    who 
in  all  their  afHiftions  fympathized  with  them.     Here 
is  the  angel  of  his  prefence,  fent  by  him  to  conduft 
them  to  the  place  which  he  had  appointed  for  them, 
of  whom  Jehovah   fpeakihg  t6    Mofcs,  faith.    My 
name  is  in    him  ;    that  is,    his  perfeQions;    for  the 
whole  fulnefsof  the  Godhead  dwelleth  in  Ghrifl  Je- 
fus  fubftantially.     And  here  is  the  Holy  Spirit  whom 
they  rebelled  againft  and  vexed :  fo  that  in  this  aft 
of  providence  we  fee  all  the   trinity    engiaged  and 
concerned. 
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The  almighty  power  of  the  fpirit,  and  his  con- 
cern in  the  government  of  the  world,  are  declared 
in  the  40th  of  Ifaiah,  fPlw  hath  direEied  the  Jpirit 
tf  the  Lord^  or  being  his  cmnfellor  hath  taught  him  f 
With  whom  took  he  counjel^  or  who  inJiruSled  him^ 
and  taught  him  the  path  of  judgment^  and  taught  him 
knowledge^  and  Jhewed  him  the  way  of  underjland- 
ing?  Behold^  the  nations  are  but  as  a  drop  of  a 
bucket^  and  are  counted  m  the  fmall  duji  of  the 
balance ;  hehold  he  taketh  up  the  ijles  as  a  very 
little  thin^.  The  affairs  before  referred  to  con- 
cerning  Nebuchadnezzar,  (hew  that  each  of  the 
eternal  three  is  jointly  concerned  in  providen- 
tial events.  Our  Lord  in  the  5th  of  John's  gofpei, 
faith.  My  Father  worketb  hitherto^  and  I  work: 
fpeaking  and  referring  to  the  work  of  Providence. 
So  that  from  his  own  true  and  faithful  word,  it  ap- 
pears that  he  is  equally  concerned  in  upholding, 
governing,  and  difpofing  of  all  things,  with  the  Fa- 
ther and  the  Spirit.  We  have  a  remarkable  ia- 
ftance  of  it  refpeSing  the  deftruftion  of  Sodom* 
When  that  awful  providence  was  executed  it  is  faid, 
7he  Lord  rained  upon  Sodom  and  upon  Gomorrah^  brim- 
ftone  and  fire^  from  the  Lord  out  of  heaven.  Gen.  xix. 
verfe  24.  Now  here  are  two  fpoken  of,  and  to  whom 
can  this  be  afcribed,  but  to  Chrift  the  fecond  perfon  ? 
who  appeared  to  Abraham  and  told  him  of  the  de- 
ftru£lion  of  the  places ;  whom  Abraham  fupplicates 
and  addreffes  as  the  very  true  andeffential  Jehovah. 
See  Genefis  xviii.  verfe  2 «,  &c.  The  angels  had 
no  concern  in  this  affair,  for  whenever  it  is  fpoken  of 
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in  Scripture,  it  is  afcribed  unto  God.  See  Jercmi.  K 
■verfe  40.  Amos  iv.  verfe  11.  And  we  know  who 
-hath  laid  that,  the  father  judgeth  no  man^  but 
kath  committed  4II  judgment  to  the  Son.  John  v. 
verfe  22. 

I  proceed  to  obferve  and  prove  from  fcripture 
.tcftimonies,  that  the  three  in  Je;hovah,  have.Iike- 
"wife  a  joint  and  equal  concern  in  grace,  in  alt  the 
a£ls  of  it  towards  ^us,  in  us,  and  upon  us.  It  is 
the  great  promife  contained  in  the  Old  Teftamentt 
.  that  God  the  Father  would  fend  a  Saviour,  a  great 
ojie,  who  fhould  fofve  his  people  from  their  fins. 
.The  perfonproinif(?d[  is  the  Son  of  God.  So  faith 
Jfaiah,  Unto  us  a  Child  is  horn^  unto  us  a  Son  is 
■given^  who  is  the  m^hty  God.  Ifaiah  ix.  verfe -6. 
According,  and  agrteable  to  which  are  the  LordV 
^ord5  in  Hofea,  /  will  have  mercy  upon  the  houfe 
if  ^fudph^  and  will  fa^i  them  by  the  hard  their  God* 
5n  the  48th  chapter,  verfe  12,  of  Ifeiah,  we  have 
Jehovah  the  Saviour  fpeakbg  off  himfelf  as  the 
1  AM.  The  firft  and  the  laft^  whofe  band  laid 
4he  foutidaction  of  the  earth,  and  whofe  right  hand 
fcath  fpanned  the  .heavens,  whofe  voice  they  hear 
^nd  obey ;  «^d  he  fpeaks  of  his  being  fent  by  the  Fa- 
ther 6rtd  the  Spirit,  as  the.  Saviour  and  Deliverer  of 
"^bis :  people.  Come  ye  near  unto  me^  bear  ye  this,  I 
bisn?}e  tot  fpokenin  fecret ;  from  the  beginnings  from 
the  time  that  it 'was^  there  am:!^ ,  andi  mnv  the  Lfird 
'God  and  bis^  Spirit  hatb  fent.me^  vcrk  16.  .  Again 
in^  the  Sift  chapter,  verfe  - 1,  -Ave  ihave.  an  ;accoum 
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of  all  the  trinity,  as  concerned  in  falvation-work. 
The  Spirit  of  the  Lord  Gad  is  upon  me^  becaufe 
the  Lord. bath  anointed  me^  (ic.  Here  is  the  perfon 
anointed;  here  is  the  Anointer,  the  Lord  God; 
and  here  is  the  Anointing,  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord 
God.  Nor  can  we  be  ignorant  that  this  paflage  belongs 
to  Chrift,  feeing  he  explains  it  thus  and  applies  it 
to  himfelf,  in  the  4th  of  Luke.  The  Son  of  God 
in  our  nature  was  anointed  with  all  the  un6lion  of 
the  Spirit's  gifts  and  graces,  who  defcended  and  refted 
upon  him;  who  himfelf- was  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord 
God,  who  proceeded  from  the  Father  and  the  Son  ; 
iand  who  with  the  Father  and  the  Son  is  to  be  worOiip- 
ped  and  glorified.  But,  it  being  a  work  of  too  great 
length  for  the  limits  of  a  fingle  difcourfe,  to  quote  all 
the  Scripture  proofs  that  might  be  given,  I  {hall 
refrain  wd  confine  myfelf  to  the  following.  In 
the  firft  chapter  of  Peter's  firft  Epiftle,  we  have  the 
eternal  diree  mentioned,  and  their  particular  a6ls  of 
grace  towards  the  eleft,  refpefting  their  falvation^ 
mentioned  alfo.  Eleil  according  to  the  fore-kntw- 
ledge  of  God  the  Father^  through  fanSification  of  the 
Spirit^  unto  the  obedience^  and  the  fprinkling  of  the 
blood  of  Jefus  Cbrijl  s  for  fo  the  words  fhould 
be  read,  fays  a  great  critic.  In  which  Scripture 
thefe  afts  of  grace  arc  afcribed  to  Father,  Son,  ani 
Spirit.  EleElion  is  afcribed  and  attributed  to  the 
Father,  redemption  to  the  Son,  and  fan6lification 
to  the  Holy  Ghoft.  So  likewife  in  the  3d  chapter 
to  Titus,  the  apoftle  involves  the  whole  three  per- 
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fons,  as  jointly  and  equally  concerned  in  our  falva- 
tion.  In  which  Scripture  the  whole  trinity  is  held 
forth.  But  after  that  the  kindnefs  and  love  of  God 
our  Saviour  toward  man  appeared^  not  hy'  works  of 
righteotf/he/sj  which  we  have  done^  but  according  to 
his  mercy  he  faved  us,  By  the  wajhing  of  regene- 
ration, and  renewing  of  the  Holy  Ghojt ;  which  he 
Jhed  on  iis  (richly,  or)  abundantly,  through  Jefus  Chrijl 
our  Saviour.  God  our  Saviour  in  this  paflage,  is 
God  the  Father,  from  whofe  kindnefs  and  love  our 
falvation  proceeds ;  and  which  hath  been  manifefted 
through  the  incarnation  and  work  of  Jefus  Chrift 
our  Saviour,  through  whofe  moft  precious  blood- 
fliedding  and  prevalent  interceflion,  the  Holy  Ghoft 
is  fhed  on  us  richly  and  abundantly.  So  in  the  firft 
chapter  to  the  Ephefians,  all  the  afts  of  the  Divine 
perfons  towards  us,  in  us,  and  upon  us,  are  taken 
notice  of.  Blejfed  be  the  God  and  Father  of  our  Lord 
Jefus  Chriji,  who  hath  blejfed  us  with  all  fpiritual  blef 
fings  in  heavenly  places  ( or  things)  in  Chrijl :  accord- 
ing  as  he  hath  chofen  us  in  him,  before  the  foundation 
of  the  world,  that  we  fhould  be  holy,  and  without 
blame  before  him  in  love:  having  predejlinated  us 
unto  the  adoption  of  children  by  Jefus  Chrifl  to 
himfelf,  according  to  the  good  pleafure  of  his  will: 
to  the  praife  of  the  glory  of  his  grace^  wherein  he 
hath  made  us  accepted  in  the  beloved.  In  whom  we 
have  redemption  through  his  blood,  the  for^venefs  of 
fins,  according  to  the  riches  of  his  grace.  And  he  obferves 
that  thefe  perfons  were  fealed  with  the  holy  fpirit 
of  promife,  which  is  (faith  he,  vcrfc  14  )  the  eamejl 
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of  our  inheritance  until  the  redemption  of  the  purchafed 
pojfejfion^unto  the  praife  of  his  glory. 

Thus  I  have  endeavoyred  from  exprefs  pafTagcs 
of  Scripture  to  fhew,  that  the  coequal  and  coeternal 
three,  are  jointly  and  equally  concerned  in  the  works 
of  creation,  providence,  and  grace. 

I  go  on,  Thirdly,  to  prove  that  each  of  the  Divine 
perfons  is  God  and  Lord ;  and  furely  if  the  Scrip- 
tures afcribe  unto  each  of  them  the  work  of  crea-» 
tion,  providence,  and  grace,  this  will  prove  each 
to  be  God  anfl  Lord.  But  I  Ihall  in  this  mat- 
ter more  particularly  confine  myfelf  to  fuch  Scrip- 
tures as  afcribe  efleniial  Deity  unto  them,  from  the 
confideration  of  their  boundlefs  and  immenfe  per- 
fefUons.  And  here  I  Ihall  do  little  elfe  tjian  quote 
the  infpired  word,  which  will  ftand  good  to  all 
eternity. 

Now  God,  as  effentially  confidered,  is  felf-exiftent, 
eternal,  unchangeable,  almighty,  omnifcient,  omni- 
prefent,  infinite  in  holinefs,  juftice,  goodnefs,  and 
truth.  And  my  work  is  to  prove,  that  God  is  all 
this,  perfonally  confidered. 

And  firft,  as  it  refpefts  the  Divine  Tather,  his 
being,  before  the  world  proves  his  eternity.  Pf.  xc. 
verfe  2.  As  his  name  Jehovah  proves  his  necef- 
fary  felf-exiftence,  Ifaiah  xlii.  verfe  8,  fo  his*  own 
exprefs  declaration  in  the  prophet  Malachi  proves 
him  unchangeable :  /  am  the  Lord^  I  change 
not.  His  being  almighty,  is  declared  in  and  by 
all  bis  works'^^f  nature,  providence,  and  grace  : 
Ahha^   Father^   fays    Chrijl.:    all  .things    are   pojftble 
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unto  thee.     Mark  xiv.  verfe  36.    JHe  is  omnifcient : 
/  the  Lord  fearcb  the ,  hearty  I  try  the  reins.      Jer. 
xvii.  verfe    10.     He  is  omniprefent :    Do  not  I  fill 
heaven  and  earthy  faith  the  Lord  ?     Jeremiah  xxiii. 
verfe  24.     He  is  infinitely,  eflentially,  and  invariably 
holy  :  Holy  Father,  is  his  ftyle  and  title  :  John  xvii. 
1 1.     The  Lord  is  righteous  in  all  his  ways^  and  holy  in  mU 
his  works,  Pf.  cxlv.  17.  He  is  perfeflly  juft:  He  is  tb^ 
jujl  Lord  who  will  not  do  iniquity.     Zephaniah  iii.  verfe 
5.     He  is  good:    The  Lord  is  good.     Pf.  cxviii.  1. 
And,  He  is  true.    The  Lord  is  the  true  God,  Jeremiah 
x^  10.    Now  as  all  thefe  Scriptures   prove  him  to 
be  God  and  Lord^  and  his   being  exprefsly   called 
God  and  Lord, — The  Lord  is  the  true  God:     Atid 
the  incommunicable  name  Jehovah  being  a^pribed 
'  moft  juftly  unto  him,  Pfalm  Ixxxiii.  18,  he  making 
himfelf  known  alfo  by  this  name,  Exodus  vi.  3,  and 
the    Deity  of    the    Father    not   being  difputed,    I 
ftiall  reft  this  truth  upon  the  foundation   of  the  ef- 
fential  perfeftions  of  Deity,  which  thofe   Scriptures 
referred  to,  afcribe    to    Jehovah    the    Father,    as 
perfonally    confidered,  praying    that  it  may  be  re- 
membered by  the  reader,    that  the    fountain  of  the 
Divine  perfons  js  the  boundlefs  eflence,  or  Godhead, 
and  that   the  dittinQiop  of  the    Divine  perfons    in 
the  Godhead,  is  as  eternal  as   the  nature  of  God ; 
that  it  is   by    a  necelfi!^    of    nature,    each    being 
felf-cxiftent,    felf-fufficient,     diftinft    in    perfonality, 
but    coequal,     coeflential^     and    confubftantial     in 
Deity. 

I  {hall  go  on   to    prove^   fecondly,   that  all  the 
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cflcntial  perfcQions  of  Deity,  fuch  as  eternity,  im- 
raenfity,  omnipotence,  omnifcience,  immutability, 
neoeffary  and  felf-exiftence,  are  equally  afcribed 
and  attributed  to  the  Son,  as  being  coeffential  and 
confubftantial  with  the  Father ;  of  which  we  have  a  full 
proof  in  thefe  words>  for  in  htm  dwellefh  all  the  fulnejs 
of  the  Godhead  homily.  Col.  ii.  9.  "  Which  is  to  be 
^  underftood  of  the  Godhead,  as  fubfifting  in  the 
**  perfon  of  the  Son  of  God,  ?nd  not  as  fubfifting  in  the 
**  perfon  of  the  Father,  or  of  the  Spirit."     Dr.  Gill. 

The  eternity  of  Chrift  is  aflerted  in,  and  may  be 
concluded  from  his  own  exprefs  declaration.  Be- 
fore  Abraham  was^  I  am  /  which  is  agreeable  to 
his  expreflion  in  the  43d  of  Ifaiah,  7,  even  /,  am 
the  Lord^  and  hefides  me  there  is  no  Saviour.  His 
Divine  Father .  addrefTes  him  thus,  in  the  45th 
Pfalin,  Thy  throne^  0  Godj  is  for  ever  and  ever. 
Paul  fays.  Col',  i.  verfe  17,  Me  (i.  e. )  Chrift^ 
is  before  all  things :  fo  that  here  is  proof  of  his 
eternity.  John  fays,  he  was  in  the  beginning  with 
God.  And  the  prophet  Micah  fpeaking  of  him,, 
chapter  v.  verfe  2,  faith,  whofe  goings  forth  have 
been  from  of  old^  from  everlajling. 

He  bears  and  wears  the  effential  names  and  titles 
which  are  equally  afcribed  to  the  Father,  fuch  as 
God;  the  Lord  God  of  the  holy  prophets  ;  King  of  Kingi  : 
and  Lord  of  Lords  j  the  living  God ;  the  true  God;  the 
great  God;  the  only  wife  God;  God  over  allj  blejfed  for 
ever^  Amen.  See  John  \.  \.  Rev.  xxii.  6.  ch.  xix.  16- 
Heb.  iii.  12.  1  John  v.  20.  Tit.  ii.  13*  Jude  25. 
Ronoi.  ix.  5*  ^ 
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The  apoftle  afferts  that   Chrift  is  immutable  and 
unchangeable,  in  the  firft   and   laft  chapters  to  the 
Hebrews  :    ^oUy  Lord^  (or  Jehovah)  in  the  begin- 
ning hafi  laid  the  foundation    of  the  earth ;  and  the 
heavens   are    the    works  of  thine   hands.      They  fhall 
perifh^  but  thou  remainefl :  and  they  all  fhall  wax  old  as 
doth  a  garment ;  and  as  a  veflure  fhalt  thou  change  them^ 
(  or^  fold  them  up  )  and  they  fhall  be  changed :   but  thou 
art  the  fame^  and  thy  years  fhall  not  fail :   firft  chap- 
ter,   loth,  :^ith,  and   12th  verfes,     Jefus   Chrift  the 
fame  yefierday^  and  to-day^  and  for  ever^  1 3th  chapter 
verfe  8,     That  Chrift  is  almighty   is  declared   and 
manifefted  in  his  works  of  creation,  providence,  and 
grace ;  and  is  exprefsly  declared  by  himfelf.     /  am 
Alpha  and  Omega^   the  beginning  and  the  endings  faith 
the  Lord^  which  is^  and  which  was^  and  which  is  to  come^ 
the  Almighty.       Revelation,  chapter  i.    verfe  8.     Is 
Omnifcience    an  attribute  of   Deity  ?    It  is    in  the 
'    Son  of   God      Thefe  things  faith  the  Son  ofGod^  all 
the  churches  fhall  know  that  I  am  he  which  fearcheth  the 
reins  and  hearts.     Revelation,  chap.  ii.  verfes  18  and 
23.     The  word  of  God    (i.  e.   the  effential  word)  is 
quick^  and  powerful^  andfharper  than  any  two-edged  fwordy 
piercing  even  to  the  dividing  afunder  of  foul  and  fpirit^ 
and  of  the  joints  and  marrow^  and  is  a  difcerner  of  the 
thoughts  and  intents  of  the  heart.     Neither  is  there  any 
criaiure  that  is  not  manifeft  in  his  fight :  but  all  things  are 
naked  and  opened  unto  the  eyes  of  him  with  whom  we 
have  to  do.    Heb.   chap.  iv.  verfes  12  and  13.  Omni- 
prefence  belongs  likewife  ufito  him.     No  man  hath. 
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Mfcended  up  to  heaven^  but  be  that  came  dcrwn  from  bea^ 
ven,  even  the  Son  of  man  which  is  in  heaven.  John  iii, 
verfe  1 3.  He  was  in  the  worlds  *and  the  world  was 
made  by  him,  and  the  world  knew  him  not.  John  i.  verfe  1  o. 
And  he  hath  promifed  to  be  with  his  church  always 
even  to  the  end  of  the  worlds  which  he  could  not  be, 
were  it  not  for  the  immenfity  of  his  Divine  nature,  and 
which  this  promife  ferves  to  be  a  proof  of.  He  is  like- 
wife  infinitely,  effentially,  and  invariably  holy ;  for  in 
him  dwelleth  all  the  fulnefs  of  the  Godhead  fubjlantially. 
Coloflians  ii.  verfe  9.  And  his  flyle  and  title  is 
the  Holy  One  of  Ifrael^  and  his  maker.  Ifaiah  xlv. 
verfe  12. 

The  incommunicable  name  Jehovah,  is  given 
unto  him.  Zech.  ii.  10.  Pf.  Ixxxiii.  18.  Jer.  xxiii.  6. 
This  is  the  name  whereby  he  (hall  be  called,  The  Lord 
our  rigbteoufne/s.  He  is  exprefsly  called  God  and 
Lord.  Stephen  recommends  his  departing  fpirit  to 
him,  and  while  the  enemies  were  ftoning  him,  he 
calls  upoaChrift,  faying,  Lordjefus  receive  my  fpirit. 

Having,  I  truft,  given  you  infallible  fcripture 
evidence,  that  all  the  effential  perfeftions  of  Deity 
dwell  in  the  Spn  of  God,  who  by  effential  union 
with  the  Godhead,  is-  coequal  and  coeternal  with 
the  Father,  and  the  Spirit;  I  (hall  make  the  fol- 
lowing quotation,  which  will  further  confirm  this 
truth  :  Jehovah  is  the  peculiar  and  incommunicable 
name  of  the  Divine  effence,  fubfifting  in  a  plurality, 
(/.  e.)  di  trinity  of  perfons.  A  learned  writer 
(Mr.  Spearman)  obferves,  Jehovah  is  the  Being 
neceffarily  emitting  of  and  -from  himfclf,  with  all  ac* 
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tual  pcrfeftion  originally  in  his  effence.  John  cjf- 
preffes  it  by  He  which  is^  and  which  wasj  and  which  is  ia 
come.  Rev.  i.  4,  8,  11,  17.  compared  with  ch.  i v.  8, 
It  would  be  almoft  endlefs  to  quote  all  the  paflages 
of  Scripture  wherein  the  name  Jehovap  is  applied 
to  Chrift.  Let  thofp  therefore  who  own  the  Scrip- 
ture as  the  rule,  and  yet  doubt  of  his  effential  Deity, 
only  compare  in  the  original  Scriptures,  Ifa.  vi.  1 — 5, 
with  John  xii.  41.  Ifa.  xlv.  24,  25,  and  Jer.  xxiii. 
55  65  with  A6ls  xiii.  3£).  1  Cor.  i.  3O5  31.  vi.  11. 
Ifa.  xl.  3,  with  Matt.  iii.  1,3.  Mark  i.  3.  LuTce  iii^ 
3,  4.  John  i.  23.  Mai.  iii.  1,  wiih  Mark  i.  2,  3. 
Ifa.  xliii.  3j  with  Rev.  i.  17,  18.  Joel  \u  32  ox 
35,  and  I  think  they  cannot  mifs  of  a  fcriptural 
demonftration,  that  Jesus  is  Jehovah,  fays  the 
Rey.  Mr.  Parkhurst,  in  his  Hebrew  and  pnglifb 
Lexicon,  page  173,  174. 

I  proceed  to  ftiew,  thirdly,  that  the  fame  toundr 
lefs  perfeftions  of  eternity,  immenfity,  omnipotence, 
omniprefence,  omnifcience,  immutability,  neceflary 
and  felf-exiftence,  are  equally  afcribed  ^nd  attri- 
buted  to  the  Holy  Ghoft,  as  beirig  coequal  and  cdn- 
fubftantial  with  the  Father  and  the  Son,  who  is  by 
effential  union  with  the  Godhead,  one  with  the 
Father  and  the   Son. 

He  is  called  God,  A6ls  v.  4,  and  Lord  and  God, 
1  Cor.  %\\.  5, 6.  He  is  eternal,  and  this  he  muft 
be,  he  being  prefent  at  the  creation  of  all  things, 
as  we  obferved  before,  whofe  concern  in  creation 
Mfp  have  already  taken  notice  of. 

He  is  called  the  Eternal  Spirit,  in  Heb.  ix.  1 4. 
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•And  he  being  Jehovah,  mufl:  alfo  be  felf^xiftent 
and  immutable*  He  is  dmnifcient,  and  omni« 
prefent,  as  appears  from  the  139th  Pfalm,  and 
from  Afts  v.  3.  He  is  the  objcft  of  divine  wor- 
Ihip,  equally  with  the  Father  arid  the  Son,  and  i% 
joined  with  them  in  baptifm.  All  the  prophets  and 
^poftles  were  mf^ired  by  him.  Holy  men  of  God /pake 
(IS  they  were  moved  iy  the  Holy  Gboft.    2  Pet.  i.  21. 

He  it  was  who  teftified  before,  in  the  prophets, 
and  by  their  writings,  tfie  fufferings  of  Chrift,  and 
the  glory  that  fliould  follow.  It  was  by  him  the 
human  nature  of  Chrift  was  fprmed ;  it  is  by  him 
that  fitmers  are  regenerated  and  quickened  up  to  new 
and  fpiritual  life.  He  raifed  up  the  New  Tefta- 
pient  church,  and  is  the  author  of  all  fpiritual -gifts 
?tnd  grates.  He  is  the  Lord  and  giver  of  all  fpi- 
iritual  life.  He  fumifhcd  the  apoftles  f6r  the  im- 
portant work  affigned  them  by  Chrift,  and  ftill  qua- 
lifies and  beftows  upon  his  churches,  paftors  after 
his  own  heart,  to  feed  them  with  knowledge  and 
underftanding.  A  believer  in  Chrift  need  only  look 
into  the  Bible,  and  he  will  have  inconteftible  proof 
pf  the  Divinity  of  the  Holy  Ghdft;  for  who  could 
declare  the  deep  things  of  God,  and  difcover  and 
reveal  all  the  fecriets  of  Deity,  but  he,  who  in 
his  perfonaliiy,  is  coequal,  coeffential,  and  coeter- 
nal  with  the  Father  and  the'  Son  3  of  ^hom  it  is 
'faid,  that  he  fenrcheth  all  things^  yea^  the  deep  things 
of  God.  1  Cor.  ii.  10.  The  Scriptures  were  given 
by  the  inf^iration  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  80  faith 
the  prophet  David.  T^he  Spirit  of  the  Lord  God 
fpdke  by  me^  and  his  word  was  in  my  tongtie.    2  Sam. 
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xxiiL  ver.  2.  A  real  Chrifiian  hath  in  hinnrfelf  an 
cvcrlafting  proof  and  evidence  of  the  eternal  power 
and  omnipotence  of  the  Spirit  in  regeneration,  and 
the  work  proves. the  agent  to  be  God.  For  who 
can  raife  the  fpiritually  dead,  and  quicken  them  and 
impart  everlafting  life  unto  them,  but  the  fpirit  of 
the  living  God,  who  is  in  iiimfelf  and  of  himfelf, 
the  life-giving  Spirit  ?  The  apoftle  addreffes  the  Holy 
Spirit  in  that  prayer  of  his,  recorded  in  2  Thef.  iii. 
ver.  5.  And  the  Lord  dire£i  your  hearts  into  the  Jove  of 
God^  and  to  the  patient  waiting  for  Chrijl.  And  he  is 
ftyled  God  by  Peter,  Afts  v.  verfe  4.  ^hm  baft  not 
lied  unto  men  but  unto  God.  And  he  is  called  both  God 
and  Lord  in  the  ift  of  Corinthians  xii.  verfes  4,  5,  6. 
Ncfw  there  are  diverfities  of  gifts^  but  the  fame  fpirit.  And 
there  are  differences  of  adminiftrations^  but  the  fame  Lord. 
And  there  are  diverfities  of  operations ^  but  it  is  the  fame 
God  which  worketh  all  in  all.  He  is  effentially  and 
immutably  holy,  and  his  proper  title  is  the  Holy 
Spirit.  He  is  invoked  to  breathe  upon  his  garden, 
the  church.  Canticles  iv.  verfe  16.  He  is  called 
XtfrJ  God.  Jehovah,  the  incommunicable  name, 
cxpreflive  of  the  incommunicable  nature,  is  given 
him  in  the  3d  chapter  of  Ezekiel,  from  the  24th 
to  the  end  of  the  27th  verfe ;  and  alfo  in  the  31ft 
chapter  of  Jeremiah,  verfe  33. 

And  here  I  would  obferve,  that  this  name  Jehovah, 
belongs  to  each  of  the  Divine  perfons,  and  that  all 
of  them  as  coexiftent  in  the  Godhead  by  effential 
union,  are  the  one  incomprehenfible  God.  That  the 
name  Jehovah  belongs  to  the  firft  perfon  canqot 
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be  denied^  and  that  it  is  given  unto  Him,  none  will 
difpute.  His  name  alone  is  Jehovah  (ibou^noiip 
ibe  extlujion  (^  the  Son  and  Spirit)  the  moft  high  over  all 
the  €arth.  That  it  belongs  to  Chrift,  and  that  it 
is  given  unto  him,  cannot  be  denied,  when  vre 
read  that  the  children  of  Ifrael  at  Meribah  tempted- 
Jehovah,  which  the  apoftle  tells  us  exprcfsly  wat 
Jefus  the  rock  of  falvation.  i  Cor.  x.  4,  g.  And 
in  the  10th  chapter  of  Zachariah,  and  lad  verfe,  we 
have  this  remarkable  promife,  And  I  will  ftrengthen 
them  in  the  Lord^  and  they  fhall  walk  up  and  down  in  bis 
name,  faith  the  Lord^  which  belongs  to  the  Holy  Spirit. 
Jehovah,  the  incommunicable  name,  is  alfo  given  to 
our  Jefus  in  the  12th  chapter  of  this  prophecy  ;  read 
from  the  8th  verfe  onwards,  and  you  will  find  that 
Jehovah,  who  promifed  to  defend  the  inhabitants 
of  Jerufalem,  promifeth  alfo,  to  pour  upon  the 
houfe  of  David  and  the  inhabitants  of  Jerufalemf 
the  fpirit  of  grace  and  fupplication ;  and  you  need 
only  look  into  the  19th  chapter  of  John,  verfe  37. 
and  yon  will  find  this  to  be  our  Jefus,  for  the 
evangelift  there  applies  Zachariah's  prophecy  to  ChrilL 
Having  thus  far  proceeded,  from  exprefs  teflimonies 
of  Scripture  to  prove,  that  eternity,  immenfity,  ora- 
nifcience,  immutability,  holinefs,  truth,  and  every 
eflential  perfeftion  belong  to  the  uncreated  Spirit ; 
by  way  of  a  confirming  proof,  I  refer  to  the  follow- 
ing Scriptures,  Genefis  i.  verfe  2.  Hebrews  ix. 
14.  Job  xxiv.  13.  Pfalm  cxxxix.  7.  Pfalm  civ. 
30.  1  Corinthians  ii.  10,  11.  A6ls  v.  3,  4.  Ephc- 
fians  i.  13.    And  proceed  to  obferve,  that 
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Heisfpokcnof  by  Chrift  as  the  Spirit  of  truth. 
And  that  all  eflential  per£e&ions  (dwell  in  him,  is 
naturally  to  be  inferred  from  his  fearching  all  thingsy 
yea,  the  deep  things  of  God  :  and  from  the  incoin- 
^Inunicable  name  Jehovah  being  given  unto  him, 
Nas  it  is  in  the  paffage  in  Czekiel  before  referred  unto, 
and  likewife  in  Ifaiah,  chapter  vi.  verfe  8,  as  will 
appear  by  Paul's  application  of  it  to  the  Holy  Giioft 
in  the  laft  chapter  of  the  A6ls,  verfe  25,  &C/  Je- 
BovAH,>  whofe  voice  the  prophet  heard,  and  by 
whom  he  was  fent  on  his  prophetic  office,  Paul 
tells  us  w;|s  the  Holy  Ghoft.  The  incommunicable 
name  Jehovah,  is  alfo  given  to  him:  Jer.  xxxi. 
31.     Heb.  X.   15. 

I  go  on  therefore,  laftly,  to  confider  that  the 
three  in  Jehovah  bear  their  joint  teftimony  con- 
cerning the  lalvation  of  eleft  finners  by  Jefus  Chrift. 
And  it  "will  not  be  amifs,  to  confider  it  as  one  of 
the  chiefeft  defigns  of  God  in  the  revelation  which 
he  hath  given  us  of  his  mind  and  will,  to  imake 
known  unto  us,  and  fet  before  us,  that  covenant 
't)f  grace  which  obtained  among  the  perfons  in  Deity 
before  all  worlds,  ftyled  the  everlafting  covenmU^ 
which  the  Lord  calls  my  covetiant^  and  is,  bis  holy 
covenant:  in  which,  the  Holy  Father,  the  Holy  Word, 
and  the  Holy  Spirit  are  jointly  concerned  and  en- 
gaged. And  here'  I  would  obferve,  that  though 
there  are  three,  perfons  in  .the  Godhead,  yet  there  is 
but  one  will  in  God,  and  that  it  is  the  di(tin£t  aHs 
of  that  will  in  the  Divine  pierfons,  which  give  form 
and  being  to  the  covenant  of  grace. 
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The  Scriptures  reveal  the  love  of  the  Father  as 
propofing, — the  love  of  the  Son  as  engaging, — and 
the  love  of  the  Holy  Spirit  in  revealing  this  great 
grace  of  falvation  from  all  our  fins  and  miferies.  God 
fo  loved  the  worlds  that  he  gofve  his  only -begotten  Son.  In 
this  was  manifejled  the  hue  of  God  towards  us.  Iff" 
caufe  that  God  fent  his  only-begotten  Son  into  the  worlds 
that  we  might  live  throng  him.  Chrijl  alfo  hath  limed 
ns^  and  hath  given  him/elf  for  us^  an  offering  and  a  fa» 
crifice  to  God  for  a fweet  fmelling  favour.  And  the  Holy 
Spirit's  love  is'  exprefsly  mentioned,  Romans  xv* 
verfe  30.  Now  /  befeech  you^  brethren^  for  the  Lord 
Jefus  Chriffsfake^  and  for  the  love  of  the  Spirit^  6?r. 
The  Holy  Ghoft  was  concerned  in  the  great  offer- 
ing, which  Chrift  made  of  himfelf  for  the  fins 
of  his  people  ;  hence  the  apoftle  fpeaks  thus,  For 
if  the  hbod  of  bulls  and  of  ^ats^  and  the  ajhes  of 
an  heifer  fprinkling  the  unclean^  fandiifieih  to  the  purifytr^ 
of  the  fiefb  i  how  much  more  fhall  the  blood  of  Chrift^ 
who  through  the  eternal  Spirit  offered  himfelf  without 
fpot  to  Godj  purge  your  confcience  from  dead  works  to 
ferve  the  Irving  God?  Hebrews  ix.  verfes  13  &  14. 
The  Father  hath  fent  the  Son  to  be  the  faviour 
of  the  eJeft  world.  The  word  hath  been  made  flelh. 
God  was  manifeft  in  the  flefh,  and  the  ends  of  his 
living  and  dying  are  anfwered.  He  hath  put  away  fin 
by  thefacrifict  of  himfelf;  hath  brought  in  everlafting 
righteoufnefs,  and  made  peace  by  the  blood  of  his  trq/s^- 
And  the  Holy  Spirit  hath  been  pleafed';  tod  ftiW 
does  and  will  continue  to  reveal  Chrift  ih  the  word, 
and  by  it,  to  the  hearts  of  Chrift^  purchafed  one$^ 
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teftifying  that  God  batb  given  to  them  eternal  life^ 
4md  that  this  life  is  in  bis  Son  $  for  the  eternal  three 
have  ena£led  it  by  a  divine  record^  properly  made 
and  enrolled  in  the  court  of  heaven,  and  they 
ihemfelves  isire  the  witnefles  of  it*  Wondrous  Grace ! 
And  they  are  very  highly  honoured  when  poor 
£nners  arc  drawn  to  believe  it,  and  give  full  cre- 
dit to,  and  rely  wholly  upon  it.  All  which  be- 
ing made  known  in  the  written  word,  the  Holy 
Spirit  draws  poor  finners  by  it  to  Chrift  for  life 
and  falvation.  And  whoever  receiveth  .God's  tefti* 
mony  concerning  Chrift,  batbfet  to  bis  fed  that  God 
is  true.  The  Scripture  may  be  confidered  as  the 
Father's  teftimony  concerning  Jefus.  And  this  is  his 
"will,  tbat  wbofoever  feetb  the  Son^  andhelievetb  on  bint, 
Jhould  have  everlafting  life.  And  to  every  fuch  perfon 
he  declares,  I  will  be  merciful  to  your  unrighteoufnefs, 
and  your  Jins  and  your  iniquities  will  I  remember  no  more. 
And  this  is  Chrift's  teftimony  that  he  hath  given  in  the 
word  and  left  upon  record,  Him  that  cometb  unto  me, 
J  will  in  no  wife  caft  out.  And  this  is  the  Holy  Spirit's 
teftimony,  Wbofoever  will,  let  him  take  the  water  of 
life  freely.  May  it  be  given  unto  us  to  believe  on 
the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  and  to  receive  the  teftimony 
(  or  record  )  of  the  Father  in  our  hearts  ;that  through 
the  grace  of  the  Spirit,  we  may  be  fealing  God's 
truth  by  our  faith.  And  feeing,  that  this  is  a  faithful 
faying  and  worthy  ^if  all  acceptation^  that  Chrift  Jefus 
eame  into  the  world  to  fave  finners  $  and  as  the  eternal 
three  bear  record  to  this  truth,  may  we  daily  feal 
k  by  frefh  a^  «f  faith^  and    fay^    this  is    my  a£l 
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and  deed ;  and  through  grace,  honour  the  holy  and 
eternal  three,  by  trufting  to  and  in  the  finifhed 
falvation  of  the  Son  of  God  for  everlafting  life. 
And  here  it  nK>ft  juftly  deferves  to  be  confidered 
by  us,  how  fure  th6  falvation  of  the  eleft  is.  The 
eternal  three  by  their  joint  council  and  covenant, 
confirmed  with  their  joint  oath,  declare  that  there 
1%  life  and  falvation  for  every  one  that  believeth 
in  Jefus.  They  have  fet  their  joint  feals  to  con- 
firm the  faith  of  believing  fouls.  God  the  Father  ' 
hath  fet  his  feal  in  eternal,  perfonal,  unconditional 
eledion.  ^The  foundation  of  God  ftandeth  fure^  having 
ibis  fealj  the  Lord  knowetb  ibem  that  are  bis. 
tTim.  ii.  verfe  19.  The  Son  hath  fet  his  feai^ 
evek)  his  blood,  which  is  the  feal  of  the  new  and 
everlafting  covenant,  whereby  it  is  confirmed  and 
ratified,  that  redemption  work  is  finifiied^  and  the 
fruit  of  it  is  the  forgivenefs  of  Jinsj  according  to  the 
riches  of  bis  grace.  The  Holy  Spirit  fets  his  feal 
alfo,  for  it  is  by  him,  that  believers  are  fealed 
unto  the  day  of  redemption.  As  each  of  the  divine 
perfons  hath  manifefted  himfelf  in  the  covenant 
of  grace,  and  revealed  himfelf  in  the  word,  where 
the  Father's  love,  the  Son's  falvation,  and  the  Spirit's 
grace  are  made  known,,  fo  believers  have  each  of 
the  Divine  perfons  dwelling  in  them,  and  have  real 
fellowfliip   with  each  of  them. 

The  apoftle  fpeaking  to  the  faints  at  Corinth,  faith, 
Know  ye  not^  that  ye  are  the  temple  of  the  living  God^ 
and  that  the  Spirit  of  God  dwelleth  in  you  ?  And  again, 
Te  are  the  temple  of  the  Jiving  God^  as  God  hatb  faid^ 
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J  will  dwell  m  tbem^  and  walk  in  them;  and  t  will 
be  their  God  and  tbey  Jhall  be  my,  people*     That   the 
Fadier   dwelleth   in  them  appears  from  i  John  iv. 
verfes  12  and  1^.     If  we  bve  01^  anotber^  God  dwelleth 
in  us^  and  bis  love  is  perfeSed  in  us.     Hereby  hum) 
we  that  we  dwell   in   bim  and  be  in  us^  becaufe  be 
batb  given  us  of  bis  fpirit.     That  God    the   Father 
u  here  fpoken  of,  is  evident  from  the.  next  words^ 
which  are  thefe.  And  we  basoe  feen  and  do  tejtify^  tbat 
tbe  Fatber  fent  the  Son  to  be  tbefaviour  of  the  worlds 
verfe  1 4.     And  that  the  Spirit  dvelleth  in  believers^ 
13  evident  from  their  being  faid  to   be  his  temple. 
K^t^  know  ye  not  that  your  body  is^  tbe  temple  of  tb( 
Holy  Gboft  which  is  in  you?  1  Cor.  chap.  vi.  verfe  19. 
See  likeviCe  in  Romans  chap.  viii.  verfe  11.    And  as 
k  refpefls  Chrift^  he  is  faid  to  dwell  in  our  hearts  by 
faith.     And!"  to  be   in  us  tbe  hope  of  glory*      EpheC 
chapter    iii.    verfe     17.      Coloflians   i,    verfe    27. 
And  as  it  refpeds  believers  having  fellowfhip  with 
the  Divine  perfons^  J^^  declares  in  his  own  name,  and 
for  others  alfo,  7ruly  our  feUowfinp  is  with  tbe  Father^ 
and  with  bis  Sou  Jejus  Cbrift.     And  that  all  this  is 
through  the  grace  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  appears  from 
thcfe  words,  For  through  bim  we  both  have  an  accefs 
by  one  Spirit  unto  the  Fatber.    Epfaefians,  chapter  ii. 
verfe  i8.     So  that  from  hence  it  appears,   that  real 
faints  have  in  themfelves,  an  inconteftible  proof  and 
evidence  of  the  doftrine  of  the  trinity,  by  the  real 
and  experimental  fellowfliip  which,  they  have   with 
them  by  faith  in  prayer  and  praife,  and  in  all  iheir 
fpiritual  exercifes.     And,  indeed,  thi^  will  be  their 
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perfe£l  happinefs  in  heaven,  fully  to  enjoy  perfedand 
uninterrupted  fellowfhip  with  the  Father,  Son,  and 
Holy  Ghoft ;  who  will  through  the  God-man  as  the 
medium,  fully  poflefs  their  fouls,  and  fill  them 
brimful  with  eternal  glory. 

O  !  that  you  may  be  daily  experiencing  the  Fa- 
ther's love  in  your  own  hearts,  by  faith  in  the  Son's 
falvation,  through  the  gracious  influences  of  the  blef- 
fed  Spirit;  that  you  may  be  afcribing  bleffing  and  glory 
to  the  Father,  to  the  Son,  and  to  the  Holy  Spirit^ 
three  perfons  in  one  glorious  and  incomprehenfible 
Godhead;  to  whom  be  equal  and  mod  exalted 
praife,  for  ever  and  ever.    Amen. 


SERMON    ir. 

God's  Testimony  of  his  Son. 


Matthew,  Chap.  iii.  Part  of  Verfe  1 7. 
9^/j  is  iny  beloved  Son^  in  wbofh  lam  well  pleafed. 

THESE  words  contain  the  Father's  teftimony 
concerning  Chrift,  and. which  was  declared  upon 
the  following  occafion.  In  order  to  prepare  the 
minds  of  the  people  of  the  Jews,  and  fill  them  with 
the  expectation  of  Chrift's  manifeftation  in  the  flelh^ 

D 


g(4  Go^s  Tejiimony  (f  his  Son. 

John  the  Baptlft  is  fent,  as  the  fore-runner  and  harbin- 
ger of  the  Mefliah,  to  preach  the  baptifra  of  repentance 
fby  the  r^miffiori  of  fins;  and,  according  to  my  own 
private  thoughts,  which  I  humbly  fubmit  to  be  conG- 
dered  by  you,  one  great  end  and  defign  (as  I  conceive 
it)'  t>f  J6bn'*s  baptiftri,  was  that  the  Saviour  of  Ifrael 
might  be  pubHcty  inbfanifelled.  John  was  born  fix 
months  before  Chrift,  but,  by  divine  providence,  was 

^prjSvcttted  from  having  any   interview  with  him ;  and 

*  .  I- 

though  he  Was  to  proclaini  hinii,  faying,  Behold  the 
LamB  of  God^  he  was  as  yet  kept  concealed  from  him  ; 
and  the  way  in  which  he  was  to  know  the  Meffiah,  was 
by  the  defcent  of  the  Spirit  upon  him;  agreeably  to 
which  he  faith,  He  that  fent  me  to  baptize  with  water^ 
tbrfamffaid'imto  mti  Upon  whom  thm  Jbait  fee  the  Spirit 
dejcending^  and  remaining  on  bim^  the  fame  is  he  which 
haptizeth  with  the  Holy  Gh(^.  John,  chapter  i. 
verfe  33. 

Accordingly,  .among .  the  vaft  multitudes  which 
came  and  prefented  themfelves,  and  fubmitted  to 
John's  baptUffl^OJUi' adorable  Jiefus  came  from  Galilee 
to  Jordan  to  John,  to  be  baptized  of  him.  But 
John  fi>rbade^  him^  fi^^gh  ^  bai^e  need  to  be  baptized 
of  thee  ^  and  comejl  thou,  to  me?  And  Jefus  anfwering^ 
fald  unio^  him^  Siiffer  it  to  be  fo  now^  for  thus  it  becomeib 
us  to  fulfil  all  ri^hteoufnefs^  thenhefujferedhim.  Upon 
v^hich  m'oft  folemn  gccafion,  the  following  things 
were  tranfacled.  And  Jefus^  our  great  High  Prieft, 
wh'en  he  was  baptized^  [having  parted  the  my  flic  wave  J 
went  up  Jiraightway  out  of  the  water  ;  a?id  lo  !  the  bea^ 
vens  opened  unto  him^  and  be  Jaw  the  Spirit  of  God  de^ 
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fcending  like  a  dove^  and  lighting  upon  him.  And  lo  !  a 
voice  from  heaven  fctying^  This  is  my  leltfoed  Son^  in 
whom  I  am  well  fleqfed.  Thefe  words  were  fpoken 
by  God  the  Father,  concerning  God  the  Son,  as 
clothed  with  our  nature,  and  when  he  was  publicly 
invefted  into  his  divine  office  of  faviourftiip,  .and 
anointed,  fealed^  and  declared  to  be  ^  the  Mef- 
fiah,  the  great  faviour,  the  prophet,  prieft,  and  king 
of  his  church  and  people,  who  was  to  fave  them 
from  their  fins.  And  here  it  may  not  be  amifs  to 
take  notice  how  thp  eternal  three,  which  bare  record 
in  heaven,  the  Father,  the  Word,  and  the  Holy 
Ghoft,  were  pleafed  to  manifeft  themfelves  in  their 
diftinSi  and  divine  perfonalities ;  infomuch,  that  it 
ufed  to  be  a  faying  among  the  ancients,  '*  Go  to 
'^  Jordan  and  learn  the  doftrine  of  the  trinity."  Here 
was  the  Son  of  God  dwelling  perfonally  in  the  nature 
of  man,  which  he  had  alTumed  into  perfonal  union 
with  himfelf,  and  by  which  he  became  Immanuel, 
God  with  us ;  fubmitting  to  the  ordinance  of  bap- 
tifm ;  and  upon  him  the  Holy  Ghoft  defcended  to 
confecrate  him,  and  to  n^iake  him  known  to  be  the 
Chrift  of  God.  Here  is  the  voice  of  God  the 
Father  from  heaven  heard,  faying,  This  is  my  Moved 
Son,  in  whom  I  am  well  pleafed.  So  that  here  is  God 
the  Father  proclaiming,  God  the  Son  receiving,  and 
God  the  Holy  Ghoft  fetting  his  feal  to  this  everlaft- 
ing  and  fundamental  truth  of  the  everlafting  gofpel ; 
that  Jefus  is  the  Son  of  God,  and  the  anointed.  The 
words  of  our  text  contain  two  things, 
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Firft,  that  Jcfus  Chrift  is  God's  beloved  Son :  nu 
is  my  belmjed  Son.  Secondly,  that  in  him  God  is  well 
pleafed  :     In  whom  lam  well  pleafed. 

The  firft  truth  to  be  confidered  by  us  in  the  word* 
before  us  is,  that  Jefus  Chrift  is  God's  beloved  Son, 
and  this  is  clearly  revealed  in  the  Sacred  Scriptures  : 
we  have  in  the  text  God's  own  teftimony  to  it,  and  the 
defcent  of  the  Spirit  upon  Chrift  is  another  teftimony ; 
for  in  confequence  of  the  vifible  defcent  of  the  Holy 
Ghoft  upon  Chrift,  John  fays,  I  Jaw  and  hear  record  that 
this  is  the  Son  of  God.  John,  chapter  i.  verfe  34.  Nay 
Chrift  himfelf  laid  down  his  life  for  the  conBrmation 
of  it.  See  Luke,  chapter  xxii.  verfe  70.  And  John 
declares  it  to  be  the  profefied  defign  of  his  writing 
his  Gofpel.  ^hefe  are  written  that  ye  might  believe  that 
Jefus  is  the  Chrift  the  Son  of  God,  and  that  believing  ye 
might  have  life  through  his  name^  John,  chapter  xx. 
verfe  31.  He  whofe  praifes  the  evangelical  Ifaiah 
celebrates  in  the  ninth  chapter  of  his  prophecy,  and 
whofe  illuftrious  titles  he  there  declares,  is  faid  to  be 
the  Son  who  was  to  be  given  by  his  Divine  Father 
to  his  church  and  people,  as  their  almighty  Re* 
deemen 

•  And  when  Chrift  afked  Peter  in  the  name  of  the 
reft  of  the  apoftles,  IVhom  fay  ye  that  lamf  The 
anfwer  which  he  returned  was,  ^hm  art  Chrift  the 
Son  of  the  living  God*  And  with  this  truth  the  apoftle 
Paul  began  his  miniftry.  And ftraightway  he  preached 
Chrift  in  the  fynagogues,  that  he  is  the  Son  of  Gdi,  Afts 
chapter  ix.  verfe  20.  And  the  real  knowledge  and 
experimental  belief  of  this  truth|  is  made  by  the  apof- 
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tie  John,  a  fruit  and  evidence  of  the  new  birth) 
1  Epif.  chap.  iv.  ver.  15.  Whofoeverjhdlcoifejs  that 
J  ejus  is  the  Son  of  God^  God  dwelletb  in  bim  and  be  in 
God.  Chrift  is  called  in  the  word,  the  only  begotten 
Son  of  God,  his  own  Son,  the  Son  of  the  Father 
in  deed  and  truth,  the  Son  of  his  love.  And  it 
is  very  obfervable  in  the  epiftle  to  the  Hebrews, 
where  the  offices  and  priefthood  of  Chrift  are  fo  par* 
ticularly  treated  of,  that  Chrift,  as  the  eternal,  eftential, 
and  coequal  Son  of  God,  is  very  particularly  no- 
ticed  and  obferved,  as  the  fole  foundation  of,  and 
as  that  which  fitted  him  for  his  mediatory  work  and 
office,  and  from  whence  it  receives  all  its  value,  worthy 
and  dignity.  So  likewife  when  it  is  affirmed  by 
John,  that  the  blood  of  Jefus  Chrift  cleanfeth  from 
all  fin,  that  which  the  whole  ftrefs  and  emphafis 
of  the  word  refts  upon  is,  that  he  is  the  Son  of  God ; 
The  ilood  of  Jefus  -Cbrijl  his  Son(u  e.  the  Son  of  God) 
cleanfeth  us  from  all  fin.  Chrift  as  to  his  divine  nature 
is  Jehovah,  and  b^  is  ftyled  Jehovah  our  righte- 
oufneis,  Jer.  xxiii.  6.  All  the  fulnefs  of  the  God- 
head is  faid  to  dwell  in  him  bodily,  /.  e.  fubftan* 
tially;  Coloffians^  ii.  9.  He  is^  faith  Paul,  God 
efver  all^  bleffed  for  ever.  Amen.  Rom,  ix.  5.  He 
is  ftyled  the  Great  God — the  Living  God — ^the  True 
God — the  only  wife  God.  All  divine  works  are  in 
the  Scriptures  afcribed  unto  him  ;  every  effential 
perfefiion  of  the  Godhead  is  attributed  unto  him ; 
and  he  is  the  objeft  of  worfhip — ^Irqft— hope — praife 
|jid  adoration*     In  the  felf-exiftent  Godhead,  Jefus 
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is  by  effential  union  with  the  Father  and  the  Holy 
Ghoft  coequal  and  coeternal.  In  him  the  Father 
hath  teen  everlaftingly  delighting.  Father,  Son,  and 
Holy  Ghoft  have  fpent  ah  entire  eternity  abftrafted 
from  all  creature  fociety  and  communion  in  mutual 
love,  delight,  and  complacency  towards  each  other. 
But  this  being  a  fubjeft  too  vaft  for  our  finite  minds 
and  comprehenfions,  I  fliall  drop  it  and  proceed  to 
what  is  the  fubjeO;  of  the"  text ;  and  would  go  on  to 
obferve  the  teftimony  of  God*the  Father  in  thefe 
words,  This  is  my  beloved  Son.  Thefe  words,  though 
they  contain  an  eternal  truth  in  them  as  applied  to 
the  perfon  of  the  Son  of  God,  eflentially  confi. 
dered,  who  is  as  fuch  the  objeQ;  of  his  infinite  love, 
and  boundlefs  complacency,  yet  they  belong  and 
are  properly  to  be  applied  to  the  Son  of  God,  ton, 
fideved  as  God-man — Mediator,  who  as  fuch  is  the 
brightnefs  of  the  Father's  glory  and  the  exprefs  image 
of  his  perfon.  It  hath  been  hinted  before,  and  I  muft 
again  repeat  it,  that  Chrift  being  in  his  divine  perfon,  the 
eternal  and  only  begotten  Son  of  God,  lays  the  foun- 
dation for  his  glorious  undertakings,  agings,  and  gO;- 
ings  forth  in  the  covenant  on  the  behalf  of  his  dc£l. 

The  greatnefs  of  the  work  of  engaging  to  redeem 
and  bring  all  the  elcft  to  glory,  and  the  glory  of  the 
ofike  of  mediation  between  God  and  man,  could 
ifiot  be  performed  by  any  but  one  who  was  equal 
with  God.  Nor  could  any  mere  creature  bear 
and  fuftain  the  glory  due  to  the  Mediator.  Hence 
it  is    to   be  noticed  by  us,  that  the   Holy  Ghoft^ 
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foretelling  in  prophecy  concerning  the  birth  of  our 
adorable  Jefus,  is  carfeful  to  infert  his  higheft  title^, 
fuch  as  Wonderful — Counfellor — the  Mighty  God — 
the  Everlafting  Father — the  Prince  of  Peace.  To 
let  us  know  that  our  all-glorious  Mediator  was  every 
way  qualified  as  to  his  divine  perfon,  for  the  perform- 
ance of  fo  glorious  a  work ;  he  being  in  the  form, 
or  as  fome  have  chojen  to  render  it,  in  the  nature  of 
God^  and  thought  it  not  robbery  tob^  equal  with  God. 
As  the  Son  of  (God,  he  erigaged  with  his  Divine  Fa- 
ther on  the  behalf  of  his  people  in  the  council  aad 
covenant  of  grace,  and  was  anointed  and  confecrated 
to  bis  glorious  work  and  office  before  the  foundation 
of  the  world,  and  (was  in  repute,  and)  bore  the  title 
of  God-man — the  he^d  and  reprefentative  of  his  body 
the  church,  from  eternity,  as  may  be  feen  in  the  8th 
of  the  Proverbs.  For  what  can  the  bringing  forth, 
and  fetting  up,  which  Chrift  the  efTential  wifdom  of 
the  Father  is  there  fpeaking  of,  be  attributed  and 
applied  tp,  but  to  the  appoiating  and  fetting  up  Chrift 
in  his  office-charafter  and .  capacity  ?  All  which  was, 
as  it  is  there  affirmed  to  be,  before  the  mountains 
were  fettled — yea,  from  everlafting.  The  words  in 
our  text  are  to.be  found  in  the  4.26,  of  Ifaiah,  verfe 
1,  where  God  the  Father  is  proclainaing  the  Mediator, 
and  calling  upon  poor  finners  to  view  him  as  one 
every  way  qualified  and.  fuited  to  fave,  redeem, 
and  blefsthem.  jB<?W^,  faith  Jehovah  the  Father,  A^ 
Servant  (  fo  Chrift  is  called  on  account  of  the  work  of 
fervitude  he  had  engaged  to  perform  in  fulfilling  the 
law  and  making  fatisfaftion  for  fin)  whom  I  uj>bold^ 
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mine  eleU  in  whom  my  foul  deligbteth.  And  here  Chrift 
being  now  a6lually  entering  upon  the  performance  of 
the  work,  the  Father  publicly  declares  concerning 
him,  to  (hew  his  high  value  and  eftimation  of  him, 
Slyis  is.  my  belffued  Son^  in  whom  I  am  well  pleafed.  Chrift 
was  not  only  as  the  effential-r-etemal — and  only  be- 
gotten Son  of  God,  beloved  by  his  Divine  Father ; 
but  confidered  as  mediator,  he  is  the  beloved  of  the 
Father,  and  i^ll  his  mediatorial  office,  and  every  a6t 
and  part  of  it,  is  well  pleafing  unto  him.  Chrift,  as 
God-Man — the  Fellow  of  the  Lord  of  Hofts,  is  the 
everlafting  objeft  of  the  Father's  love  and' delight — ^in 
him  God's  heart  can  be  fully  fatisfied,  and  in  him  he 
can  have  and  take  everlafting  content.  It  is  in  him 
God  has  chofen  all  the  ele6l;  it  is  in  him  God  has  loved 
them  with  an  everlafting  love ;  it  is  in  him  God  views 
theii^  with  unceafing  complacency  and  delight,  and 
refts  in  his  love  towards  them,  and  rejoices  over  them 
with  finging.  It  is  in  him  God  has  accepted  them,  and 
in  him  he  beholds  them  perfeftly  righteous,  holy,  with- 
out fpot,  unblamable,  and  unreprovable.  The  Father 
hath  loved  Chrift  as  inediator  before  the  foundation 
of  the  world,  fee  John  xvii.  24.  And  he  loves  him 
upon  the  account  of  his  mediation;  and  as  he  loves  him 
the  mediator,  fo  he  loves  all  his  members :  ibou  baft 
Iffue^  them  J  as  thou  h^  laved  me.  It  fliould  never  be 
forgotten  by  us,  that  our  falvation  is  a  covenant  fal- 
vation,  and  proceeds  from  the  everlafting  covenant, 
which  took  place  between  Jehovah  and  the  Man — 
the  God-Man,  the  Branch. — This  proceeded  from 
God's  everlafting  love,  was  the  effeft  of  thd  manifold 
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wifdom  of  Cod,  and  was  defigned  for  the  difplay  of 
fovereign  grace,  and  covenant  mercy.  And  Chrift's 
furetyftiip  engagements  with  the  Father,  were  highly 
pleafing  unto  him.  His  eternal  delights  were  in  him, 
not  only  as  his  Son,  but  as  a  Redeemer.  God's  delight 
(faith  a  truly  great  and  excellent  man)  in  Chrift',  and 
Chrift's  rejoicing  in  the  habitable  parts  of  the  earth, 
and  his  delights  in  the  fons  of  men,  are  coupled  to- 
gether. Proverbs  viii.  30,  31.  As  if  God  delighted 
in  him,  becaufe  he  delighted  in  the  redemption  of  man. 
And  what  could  be  the  ground  and  foundation  of  God's 
promifes  to  Chrift  the  Mediator,  but  his  great  pleafure 
in  and  with  him  for  his  undertaking  the  work  ?  What 
elfe  can  be  the  meaning  of  thefe  words  which  the 
apoftle  cites  to  prove  the  deity  6f  Chrift  ?  Heb.  i.  5. 
Again^  I  will  be  to  him  a  Father ^  and  be  Jhall  be  to  me  a 
Son :  that  God  would  be  always  to  him  a  Father,  ac* 
cepting  his  obedience,  and  he  would  always  be  a  Son, 
offering  upon  the  crofs,  or  pleading  upon  the  throne, 
his  facrifice  and  fufferings;  a  Father  to  him  as  media- 
tor,  to  countenance,  encourage,  and  accept  him  ia 
all  his  undertakings  ?  This  is  a  promife  made  to 
Chrift;  but  what  need  of  any  promifes  to  Chrift, 
confidered  only  as  the  Son  of  God,  equal  with  the 
Father  ?  It  is  a  promife  to  Chrift  as  the  feed  of 
David  (the  place  the  apoftle  cites  it  from  is  2  Sam. 
vii.  14.)  And  if  to  him,  as  the  feed  of  David,  it  is 
made  to  him  as  mediator,  promifing  a  kingdom  to. 
him  upon  his  fuffering,  and  an  eternal  acceptation  of 
him  as  an  obedient  Son ; — the  ground  whereof  was 
his  purging  our  fins  by  himfelf.  Heb.  i.  3.     And 
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that  Chrift,  as  mediator,  is  the  obje6l  of  the  Father's 
higheft  complacency  and  delight ;  that  in  hina,  as  fucb, 
his  foul  delighteth,  and  that,  fbr  this  caufe  he  is  be- 
loved by  him,  will  appear  when  we  confider  how  the 
thoughts  of  God  in  all  ages  of  the  world  have  been 
employed  about  him.  G,od  wa5  in  Chrift  from 
everlafting,  contriving,  confulting,  counfelling,  and 
planning  the  great  work  of  reconciliation  ;  the  vaft 
and  numberlefs  thoughts  of  God  centered  in  this  one 
thing,  that  Chrift  fliould  be  the  great  reconciler  of  all 
things  in  heaven  and  earth,  and  that  he  fhould  make 
peace  by  the  blood  of  his  crofs;  All  the  thoughts  of 
God  difcovered  to  us  in  the  Sacred  Scriptures  refer  to 
this.  The  fpirit  of  prophecy  was  given  chiefly  for 
the  publication  of  this..    The  teJHmany  of  Jefus  is  the 

Jpirit  of  prophecy.  And  this,  from  the  beginning  of 
the  world,  was  a  witnefs  of  Chrift,  and  of  what  God 
had  appointed  him  to  be,  and  to  do,  and  to  fufFer. 
God  fpake  by  the  mouth  of  all  his  holy  prophets  which 
have  been  fince  the  world  began,  concerning  the  perfon, 
incarnation,  work,  offices,  and  fufFerings  of  Jefus — 
the  Lamb,  appointed  by  the  council  and   decree  of 

.  the  eternal  three,  to  be  flain  for  fin,  and  who  hath 
been  fet  forth  as  the  Lamb  flain  from  the  foundation 
of  the  world,  in  alid  by  the  facrifices,  types,  figures, 
and  prophecies  concerning  him.  In  and  by  all  which, 
a  teftimony  was  given  of  the  Father's  high  value  and 

,  love  of  the  perfon  and  -mediation  of  his  Son.     Chrift 

:  was  the  beloved  of  the  Father,  in  his  incarnate  ftate, 
and  it  is  ftyled,  the  acceptable  year  of  the  Lord.  It 
was  highly  acgsptable  unto  him  to  behold  bis  coequal 
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and  coeternal  Son  aflume  the  body  which  he  h^d  pro- 
vided and  appointed  for  him  in  the  everlafting  cove- 
nant ;  by  the  affumption  of  which,  he  was  to  honour 
his  Father's  law  and  juftice  to  the  uttermoft,  and  in  k 
completely  finifh  the  work  of  falvation.  And  as  all 
the  a£bi  of  Chrift's  mediation,  fpring  from  the  fountain 
of  love-  indwelling  in  him  and  overflowing  towards 
his  people,  fo  every  aft  of  it  likewife  declares'  his  love 
to  his  eternal  Father,  and  the  higheft  obedience  to 
his  divine  will.  Hence,  whea  the  eflential  word  was 
about  to  become  incarnate,  and  humble  himfelf,  and 
be  made  flefh,  by  the  affumption  of  the  human 
nature,  he  fays  to  his  Divine  Father,  i<9,  Tcome^  I 
delight  to  do  tby  will^  O  my  God :  yea^  thy  law  is  within 
my  heart.  And  Chrift,  as  mediator,  was  the  objeft  of 
bis  Father's  love ;  when  viewed  by  him,  as  clothed 
with  human  nature,  the  perfon  of  Chrift  as  mam- 
mediator,  was  highly  beloved  of  God.  Here  was  to 
be  found  in  him  perfeft  holinefs  of  heart,  and  every 
faculty  of  his  body  and  mind  was  conftantly  employ- 
ed in  the  performance  of  the  whole  will  of  God,  he 
being  the  Holy  One  of  God.  Chrift's  human  nature 
was  perfeftly  complete.  He,  as  man,  was  fairer  than 
the  fons  of  men ;  and  as  Chrift's  human  nature  had  no 
fubfiftence  pf  its  own,  but  immediately  upon  its  af- 
fumption was  united  into  a  perfonal  union  with  the 
Son  of  God,  fo  the  human  nature  of  Chrift  was  made 
the  fountain  of  all  habitual  grace  and  hplin^ft;  and 
there  is  more  holinefs  in  it  than  is  to  be  found  in  all 
the  faints  and  angels  in  heaven.  He,  m&  man  medi- 
ator, received  the  fpirit  without  liieafure,  his  lips  were 
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full  oF  grace  and  truth,  all  his  garments  did  fmell  of 
myrrh,  aloes,  and  caffia;  and  he,  as  the  mediator, 
had  the  whole  confluence,  all  the  fulnefs  and  perfec- 
tion of  grace  dwelling  in  him.  He  was,  as  thus  fitted 
and  qualified  in  the  human  nature,  the  beloved  of  the 
Father,  Thou  loveft  right eoufnefi^  and  hateji  wickednefs; 
therefore  Gody  thy  God^  hath  anointed  thee  with  the  oil  of 
gladnefs  abfwe  thy  fellows.  The  Holy  Ghoft  was  poured 
out  upon  him,  and  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  did 
reft  upon  him,  even  the  fpirit  of  wifdom  and  under- 
ftanding,  the  fpirit  of  counfel  and  might,  the  fpirit  of 
knowledge  and  of  the  fear  of  the  Lord.  And  this 
anointing  of  him  with  the  Holy  Ghoft,  and  with  power, 
was  a  fruit  of  the  Father's  love  and  delight  in  him,  as 
it  Wits  a  fitting  him  for  the  difcharge  of  his  work  and 
office.  The  Father  did  it  out  of  the  infinite  afFe6lion 
he  bore  his  Son  for  undertaking  the  work  of  media- 
tion. The  Father  loveth  the  Son,  and  hath  given 
all  things  into  his  hands..  The  beftowing  of  the  Spirit 
upon  Chrift,  in  his  unmeafurable  gifts  and  graces^ 
is  afcribed  and  declared  to  be  the  fruit  of  43od's 
delight  in  him  as  mediator,  I  fa.  xlii.  i.  Behold 
my  fervant  whom  I  uphold^  mine  eleSl  in  whom  my 
foul  delight eth :  I  have  put  my  fpirit  upon  him.  And 
which  delight  was  teftified  when  the  eternal  Spirit 
vifibly  defcended  upon  him ;  then  it  was  manifeftly 
acknowledged  by  the  Father,  that  Chrifl  was  his  be- 
loved Son,    in  whom  he  is  well  pleafed. 

Having  thus  obferved  unto  you,  that  Chrift,  as  the 
only  begotten  Son  of  the  Father,  in  truth  and  love,  is 
the  everlafting  obje6i  of  his  highcft  love,  and  that^  a^ 


Geis  Teftimmy  rfbis  Son.  45 

mediator,  he  hath  been  beloved  of  the  Father  from 
eternity,  which  appears  from  the  counfeb,  thoughts, 
purpofes  and  decrees  of  God  from  everlafting,  refpcft- 
ing  reconciliation,  and  which  hath  been  fully  mani* 
fefted  by  promifes,  prophecies,  (acrifices,  types,  and 
figures,  which  exhibited  Chrill  as  the  fole  and  only 
mediator — and  which  hath  alfo  been  manifefted  by 
the  appearing  of  our  Saviour  Jefus  Chrift,  who 
came  from  the  bofom  of  his  Father,  was  proclaimed 
by  an  angel  at  his  birth  as  a  Saviour,  Chrift  the  Lord, 
was  filled  with  the  Spirit  without  meafure,  and  declared 
by  Jehovah  the  Father,  to  be  his  beloved  Son, 

I  proceed,  and  fhall  go  on  to  confider  the 
lecond  part  of  my  text,  which  contains  thefe  words. 
In  whom  I  am  well  pleafed;  and  fliall  endeavour  to  fet 
forth  unto  you,  how  the  Father  is  infinitely  well 
plealed  with  Chrift,  and  in  him.  infinitely  and  ever- 
laftingly  well  pleafed  with  all  his  people.  And  here 
I  might  obferve,  that  God  s  delight  in  Chrift,  and  his 
being  in  him  and  with  him  well  pleafed,  appears  from 
the  everlafting  appointment  of  him  to  the  work  and  of- 
fice of  mediatorftiip,  and  to  the  decreeing  and  anointing 
ofhimtohis  threefold  office  of  prophet,  prieft,  and  king, 
which  was  from  eternity.  For  all  that  the  Father  did  in 
his  publicly  anointing  Chrift,  was  only  making  known 
what  had  been  before  tranfafted  within  the  vail.  God*s 
folemn  call  and  appointment  of  Chrift  to  the  work, 
his  anointing  and  fealing  of  Chrift,  his  proclamation 
concerning  him,  faying,  /  ha^e  Iqid  help  upon  om  thai  is 
mighty^  are  an  everlafting  proof  that  in  him  God  is  well 
pleafed.     Nor  would  the  Father  have  repofed  fuch  a 
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truft  in  Ghrift*s  hand,  as  the  complete  falvation  and 
glorification  of  all  the  eleO:,  had  he  not  been  in  Chrift 
well  pleafed.     Every  office  which  Chrift  fuftains,  the 
whole  work  of  falvation  which  Chrift  wrought,  being 
all  appointed .  by  the  Father,  undertaken  at  his  call, 
and  executed  in  obedience  to  his  divine  command, 
the  greateft  glory  and  honour  were  thereby  givisji 
to  the  higheft  perfeSions  in  the  divine  nature;  and  in 
Chrift-Jehovah,  the  Father  is  well  pleafed.     This  will 
clearly  appear  as  we  furvey  the  whole  of  Chrift's 
work;  and  let  us  firft  take  a  view  of  Chrift   in  his 
threefold  office  of  prophet,  prieft,  and  king  :  who  as 
he  was  called,  appointed,  and  inftalled  into  each  of 
thefcx  offices,  by  his  Divine  Father,  fo  he  has  borne  his 
teftimony  of  his  being  well  pleafed  with  him  in  the 
execution  of  them. 

With  refpeQ:  to  his  prophetic  office,  we  have  the 
Father's  teftimony  concerning  his  being  the  great  pro- 
phet over  the  houfe  of  God,  and  of  the  Father's 
pleafure  in  him  as  fuch  in  the  17th  of  Matthew,  where 
on  the  holy  mount,  as  Peter  calls  it,  when  Chrift  Avas 
transfigured,  and  Mofes  the  giver,  and  Elias  the 
reftorer  of  the  law  appeared,  a  voice  came  from  the 
excellent  glory,  faying,  ^his  is  my  beloved  Son^  in 
whom  I  am  well  pleafed^  hear  ye  him.  Which  mani- 
feftly  refers  to  what  Mofes  had  faid,  Deut.  xviii.  15. 
He,  as  the  great  prophet  of  his  church,  hath  all'  the 
treafures  of  wifdoni  and  knowledge,  and  knows  the 
utmoft  of  his  Father's  will.  He,  as  fent  of  God, 
fpoke  the  words  of  God,  and  continues  to  deliver  out, 
and  make  known  fully  to  his  church,  all  his  mind 
apd  TviJJ,  by  his  word,   and  by  his  fpirit*     He  is 
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alFo  Faithful  to  him  that  appointed  him  to  this  office, 
and  is  highly  acceptable  to  his  Father  in  the  difcharge 
of  it.  Herein  is  a  proof  of  it,  inafmuch  as  the  Fa- 
ther, not  only  declares  it,  but  fends  us  to  him  for 
inftruBion,  and  bids  us  to  hear  hint;  which  he  would 
never  have  done  if  Chrift,  as  the  prophet  of  his  peo- 
ple, was  not  every  way  qualified  to  make  us  wife 
unto  falvation. 

Again,  the  prieftly  office,  which  is  indeed  the 
foundation  of  Chrift's  prophetic  and  kingly  offices,  is 
highly  well  pleafing  unto  God  the  Father,  and  he  is 
infinitely  well  pleafed  in  him,  and  with  him  in  the  per- 
formance of  it.  Chrift  took  not  the  honour  of  this 
office  to  himfelf,  but  was  called  and  appointed  by  the 
Father  unto  it.  Heb.  v.  4,  5.  And  no  man  takeih  this  ho* 
nour  unto  himfelf^  but  he  that  is  called  of  God^  as  was  Aaron* 
So  alfo  Chriji  glorified  not  himfelf  to  be  made  an  high  priejl^ 
but  he  that  f aid  unto  him^  ^hou  arVmy  Son^  to  day  hofve  I 
begotten  thee.  As  he  faith  alfo  in  another  place^  Thou  art  a 
prieji  for  ever  hfterthe  order  of  Melchifedec  /  yNh\ch  fully 
proves  that  the  perfon,  office,  and  eternal  priefthood 
of  Chrift  are  well  pleafing  to  the  Father,  feeing,  that 
Jefus  having  offered  the  facrifice  of  his  body  and  foul 
upon  the  altar  of  his  Deity,   and  .being  entered  into 

» 

the  holieft  to  prefent  it,  the  Lord  faid  unto  him,  Sit 
at  my  right  hand  until  1  make '  thy  foes  thy  foolJlooL 
The  Lord  f ware  and  will  not  repent^  Thou  art  a  prieji 
for  ever  after  the  order  of  Melcfjifedec. 

And,  as  it  refpeSs  his  kingly  office,  Jehovah  the 

Father  teftifieshis  being  well  pleafed  with  it,  Pfalm  ii. 

6,  7.  7  havefet  viy  King  upon  my  toly  hill  ofZion.  I  will, 
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(faith  the  Mediator)  declare  the  decree^  the  Lord  bath /aid 
unto  me^  Thou  art  my  Son,  this  day  have  I  begotten 
tbee.  Chrift  was  inaugurated  into  his  kingly  of^ce, 
and  invcfted  with  it  from  all  eternity,  and  he  was 
anointed  with  the  Holy  Ghoft  in  the  human  nature^ 
at  his  incarnation,  and  baptifm,  and  efpecially  at  the 
time  of  his  afcenfion,  when  he  was  made,  or  declared 
to  be,  Lord  and  Chrift;  when  he,  as  the  afcended 
Lord  and  King  of  his  church,  gave  gifts  to  men,  in  which, 
and  by  which,  his  being  as  King-Mediator,  highly 
acceptable  to  the  Father,  was  declared  and  difcovered. 
The  government  of  all  worlds,  beings,  and  things, 
being  committed  to  him,  and  all  power  in  heaven  and 
earth  being  given  unto  him,  and  his  having  upon  his 
vefture  and  upon  his  thigh  a  name  written,  King  op 
Ki N Gs,and Lo rd  of  Lords, are  an  everlafting proofs 
that  his  kingly  office,  and  his  difcharge  of  it,  are  highly 
well  pleafing  to  his  Divine  Father.  The  prophet 
Micah  defcribes  Chrift  in  the  exercife  of  this  office 
thus,  Hejhall  Jland  and  feed  (or,  rule)  in  the  firength 
of  the  Lord^  in  the  majejly  of  the  name  of  the  Lord  his  God^ 
and  they  Jhall  abide  ^  for  now.Jball  he  be  great  unto  the 
end  of  the  earth  ^  fpr  the  time  will  come  when  all  kings 
fhall  fall  down  before  him,  and  all  nations  ihall  ferve 
him.  God  the  Father  commands  and  requires  obe- 
dience from  us  to  Chrift  his  anointed  King,  faying^ 
Kifs  the  Son^  embrace  his  laws,  fubmit  to  his  govern- 
ment; which  would  never  have  been  enjoined,  had 
not  the  kingly  office  of  Jefus  the  mediator,  and  Jefus 
in  the  exercife  and  difcharge  of  that  office,  been 
highly  well  pleafing  to  tl^  Father.     Again^  Chrift  as 
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incarnate,  and  as  obeying  the  holy  law,  is  well  pleafing 
in  the  fight  of  God.  Jefu»,  as  God-incarnate,  was 
beheld  by  his  Father  with  the  utmoft  complacency 
and  delight ;  and  he  wa3  well  pleafed  with  him  as  the 
fecond  Adam,  the  Lord  from  heaven.  How  delightful 
maft  ithave  been  to  Jehovah  the  Father,  to  behold 
his  coequal  Son  in  our  nature  made  a  little  lower  than 
the  angels  for  the  fufFering  of  death,  and  fetting 
himfclf  upon  obeying  and  obferving,  fulfilling  and 
magnifying  the  moral  law,  which  had  been  broken 
by  the  firft  man  in  paradife,  and  by  the  deeds  of  which, 
no  flefh  could  be  juftified,  feeing  that  in  Adam  all 
had  finned,  and  come  fliort  of  the  glory  of  God, 
Immanuel,  God- Jefus  obeyed  the  law  perfonally, 
perfe£lly,  and  invariably.  His  heart  was  filled  with 
perfeft  love  to  God,. his  delight  was  continually  in 
the  law  of  God,  ,it  was  his  meat  and  drink  to  do  the 
will  of  him  that  fent  him.  Love  to  God  was  the 
principle  of  all  his  obedience ;  the  moral  and  unalter- 
able law  of  God,  that  eternal  ftandard,  was  the  rule  of 
his  obedience,  and  God's  eternal  glory  his  end  in 
view.  He  obeyed  from  the  heart,  he  perfeftly  ful- 
filled, in  his  life,  the  holy  law ;  and  his  righteouf- 
nefs  God  was  well  pleafed  with.  Thefe  words  may 
well  be  confidered  as  the  Father's  teftimony  to  this 
truth,  The  Lord  is  well  pleafed  for  his  righteoufnefs  fake^ 
he  zvill  magnify  the  law  and  make  it  honourable^  I  fa.  xlii. 
21.  The  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift  magnified  the  holy 
Jaw;  and  Chrift  by  his  perfonally  obeying  it,  brought 
more-  glory,  and  put  more  honour  upon  it,  than 
all  the  obedience  of  men  or  angels  ever  could  have 
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done.  He  being,  as  to  his  Divine  Perfon,  God,  his 
obedience  had  an  infinite  excellency  and  glory  in  it| 
and  as  fuch  God  the  Father  is  well  pleafed  in  him  as 
Jehovah  the  righteoufnefs  of  his  church  and  people. 
The  pleafure)  content,  delight,  and  complacency 
which  the  Father  takes  in  the  obedience  and  righteouf- 
nefs  of  Chrift  are  inexpreflible  and  inconceivable  by 
us,  ^nd  it  requires  the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  to 
Biake  us  in  the  leaft  meafure  acquainted  therewith.  As 
the  Father  was  well  pleafed  in  and  with  his  Son's 
divine^  complete,  perfeft,  and  everlafting  righteouf- 
nefs ;  fo  he  was  likewife  with  his  bloody  fweat,  fuf- 
feringSy  agonies,  facrifice,  and  death.  The  higheft 
ad:  of  Chriil's  obedience  to  his  Father's  will,  was  his 
laying  down  his  life  for  his  people ;  and  the  greatell 
glory  he  brought  to  God,  was  by  his  obedience  unto 
death,  even  the  death  of  the  crofs.  As  the  Father 
teftified  of  Chrift  at  his  baptifm  and  transfiguration, 
faying,  HdU  is  my  helo^ed  Son^  in  whom  I  am  well 
pleafed:  fo  a  little  before  the  time  when  Ghrift's 
fufferings  began,  Jefus  hidy  Faiher^  glorify  thy  name, 
(meaning  in  himfelf,  by  his  fufFerings  and  death)  then 
came  there  a  voice  from  heaven^  f^yi^^  ^  ^^'^  ^^^^  g^^- 
rifod  it  (in  his  incarnation  and  obedience,  in  his 
miniftry  and  miracles)  and  wHl  glorify  it  again^ — by 
fupporting  him  under  and  carrying '  him  through  his 
fufFerings  and  death,  and  by  raifing  him  frotn  the  dead, 
and  felting  him  at  his  own  right  hand.  Accord- 
ingly, with  this  in  view,  Chrift  entered  upon  the  work 
of  fatisfaftion  and  atonement.  He,  as  the  Man^ 
Jehovah's  Fbllow^  ftood  in  the  law-place^  room, 
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and  dead  of  the  eled;  their  (ins  were  placed  to  his 
account,  and  he  flood  charged  by  divine  juftice  for 
diem; -  the  Lord  laid  upon  him  the  iniquity^  of  us  all.  He 
was  made  by  Jehovah  the  Father,  fm  for  us,  and  he 
ftood  up  between  our  fins  and  infinite  juftice:  the 
fwor4  of  divine  juftice  was  drawn  forth  and  (heathed 
in  the  finlefs  humanity  of  the  immaculate  Saviour. 
And  the  fufferings  of  Chrift,  for  the  expiation  of  fm 
and  latisfa6tion  of  juftice,  were  well  pleafing  to  the 
Lord.  Hence  ihe  prophet  faith,  //  pleqfed  the  Lord 
U  hruife  hitn^  be  bath  put  him  to  grief.  Never  did  Je- 
hovah the  Father  behold  his  Sorl,  as  our  mediator^ 
with  greater  pleafure  and  delight,  than  when  he  be- 
held him  bearing  our  fin,  enduring  the  curfe  and 
wrath  due  unto  it,  and  makbg  his  foul  an  offer- 
ing for  it.  He  beheld  the  facrifice  of  Chrift  with 
infinite  delight ;  he  fmelled  the  odour  and  perfume 
of  it,  and  was  refrefhed ;  and  Jefus  was  never  more 
beloved  by  his  Father  than  when,  in  the  garden,  he 
fweat  great  drops, of  blood;  and  when,  upon  the, 
crofs,  he  finifhed  tranfgreflion,  and  made  an  end  o£ 
fin,  made  reconciliation  for  iniquity,  and  brought  in 
everlafting  righteoufiiefs.  There  God  fhewed  that 
he  was  well  pleafed  with  his  Son  as  mediator,  in  accept* 
ing  his  facrifice,  and  teftifying  his  everlafting  fatisfac- 
tion  with  Chrift  in  offering  it.  Herein  alfo  the  love  of 
God  the  Father  .tow^s  his  ele6l  was  manifefted  to 
,lhc  uttermoft  :  inafmuch,  as  God  fpared  not  his  own 
Son,  but  delivered  him  up  freely  to  fuffer  and  die  the 
death  due  to  their  fins,  that  they  might  efcape  the 
firoke  of  juftice*    And  God  loved  Chrift,  bccaufc  be 
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laid  down  his  life  for  the  fheep.  And  here  is  the  loVC 
of  .Chrift  maniiFefted  to  the  uttermoft  in  bearing  the 
fins,  iniquities,  and  tranfgreffions  of  his  people,  and 
his  Father's  curfe  and  wrath,  to  deliver  them  from 
cndlefs  woe.  Chri/l  alfo  hath  loved  us^  and  given  him- 
f elf  for  us^  an  offering  and  a  fucrifice  to  God  for  a  fweet 
fmelling  favour.  There  was  in  and  by  the  fufFerings, 
atonement,  and  death  of  Chrift,  a  perfeft  and  an 
everlafting  fatisfaftion  given  to  all  the  demands  of  in- 
finite juftice;  and  the  God  and  Father  of  our  Lord 
Jefus  Chrift  beheld  the  travail  of  his  foul  and  was 
fatisfied.  ,  Divine  juftice  was  not  more  incenfed 
againft  fin,  than  divine  holinefs  was  pleafed  with  the 
offering  of  Chrift  for  fin.  The  facrifice  of  Chrift  fiilly 
tcftores  the  honour  due  unto  God's  law,  and  it  has  in 
it  an  eternal  value,  endlefs  worth,  and  an  everlafting 
efficacy.  Again,  as  God  the  Father  was  well  pleafed 
with  the  fufFerings,  blood-fliedding,  and  death  of  his 
Son,  fo  he  declared  it  by  raifing  him  from  the  dead, 
when^  he  faid  uixto  him,  Thou  art  my  Son,  this  day  have 
J  begotten  thee.  And  Chrift  appeared  to  be  God'sf  be- 
loved Son  in  whom  he  is  well  pleafed,  in  his  being 
exalted  by  the  power  of  God  to  his  right  hand,  and 
feated  by  him  upon  his  mediatorial  throne,  as  the 
Lamb  newly  flain.  So  everlaftingly  well  pleafed  is 
the  Father  with  Chrift,  and  with  his  death,  that  he  will 
have  the  remembrance  of  it  kept  up  in  the  churches 
of  his  faints  below,  in  the  celebration  of  the  Lord'a. 
Supper,  and  he  will  have  the  Lamb  that  was  flain 
appear  in  the  midft  of  the  throne,  that  he  may  conti- 
nually view  him  with  everlafting  delight,    as   th«^ 
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Lamb  who  hath  taken  away  fin,  and  aboliflied  it 
for  ever.  John  tells  us.  Rev.  v.  6,  And  I  beheliT^  and 
la^  in  the  tnidli  of  the  throne^  and  of  the  four  beajls^  (or, 
living  creatures)  and  in  the  midji  of  the  elders^' food  a 
lAmh^  as  it  had  been  flain.  He  will,  throughout 
eternity,  be  viewed  in  heaven  by  all  his  redeemed, 
as  the  Lamb  that  was  flain,  and  they  will  behold  in 
his  glorified  humanity,  the  wounds  which  he  received 
when  he  became  their  facrifice,  which  will  ferve  to 
unite  tbeif  hearts  in  everlafting  love  to  him.  And 
here  I  would  obferve,  that  as  God  is  well  pleafed 
with  the  ever.blefled  Mediator,  fo  he  is  likewife,  in 
him  and  with  him,  well  pleafed  with  all  the  elcS;  and 
this  will  appear  when  we  confider  that  they  were  uni- 
ted, by  the  bond  of  everlafting  love,  to  Chrift,  and 
fet  by  him  as  a  feal  upon  his  heart  before  all  worlds* 
He  reprefented  them  in  the  everlafting  covenant, 
and  undertook  their  caufe,  «nd  became  their  furety. 
For  their  fakes  he  was  manifefted  in  the  flefli,  in  their 
jaw-place  he  ftood  and  a£led.  Their  fins  he  bore, ' 
their  curfe  he  fuftained,  he  died  for  them,  confider- 
ing  them  as  one  with  him  ;  the  members  of  Chrift  are 
always  confidered  by  the  Father  in  relation  to  Jcfus,  in 
whom  God  beholds  themevcrlaftingly  righteous  as  they 
Ihine  in  his  fight,  and  are  viewed  by  him,  as  wrapped 
upin,and  clothed  with  the  robe  of  Chrift'srighteoufnefs, 
that  garment  of  falvation,  in  which  they  are  .eternally 
juftified,  and  in  which  they  will  be  eternally  glorified* 
Chrift  hath  Icrved  us^  faith  John,  fpeaking  of  believers, 
Md  wq/hed  us  from  our  ftns  in  his  own  blood.     And,  as 
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Cod  beholds  his  people  in  the  atonement  of  his  Son^ 
they  are  all  fair,  immaculately  pure ;  and  as  fuch  he 
is  everlaftingly  well  pleafed  with  them  in  his  beloved 
Son.  God  takes  no  view  of  his  people,  but  in  Jefus  ; 
he  fees  them,  reprefented  by  Chrift,  their  head,  high 
prieft,  and  furety,  complete  in  him.  He  commu- 
nicates all  his  love,  gi'^ce,  and  mercy  unto  them 
trough  Chrift  the  Mediator;  and  thefe  are  a£tually 
conveyed  into  their  hearts,  through  the  agency  of  the 
blefTed  Spirit.  I  clofe  the  whole  with  this'obferva- 
tion,  that  this  is  the  life  of  faith,  the  being  employ^ 
ed  in  cohtemplating  the  myftery  of  reconciliation; 
and  happy,  inexpreffibly  happy  it  is,  to  be  viewing 
the  eternal  engagements  between  God  and  Chrift  on 
pur  behalf :  to  be  viewing  Chrift  in  his  perfon  and 
inediatorial  office  and  character,  obferving  how 
completely  he  hath  finiflied  the  work  of  falvatlonf 
and  obtained  eternal  redemption  for  us  :  to  attend 
to  the  revelation  which  the  Father  hath  made  of  hifQ 
^n  the  word,  and  the  chara€ler  he  gives  of  him,  and 
the  teftimony  which  he  bears  concerning  him,  and  of 
his  being  well  pleafed  with  him,  and  with  all  his* 
Faith  ri^ceives  God's  teftimony  concerning  Chriftf 
and  by  this  ^eans  the  belief  of  God's  love  is  brought 
into  the  heart,  and  his  peaceinto  the  confcience,  and 
there  it  is  a&Xially  enjoyed  by  help  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 
May  God  the  Holy  Ohpft  glorify  Jefus  in  our  hearts. 
Amen. 
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Moses's..  Request. 


JLxoouS)  Chap,  xxxiii.  Ver.  18. 

And  be/aid^  I  hefeecb  tbee^  Jtiew  me  thy  gbry^ 

'  .  •  > 

SO  prayed  Mafes  the  man  of  God,  that  peculiar 
favourite  of  Jehovah,  vho  had  been  admitted 
into  the  pavilion  and  prefence-chamber  of  the  Most 
H1CH9  and  had  enjoyed  extraordinary  fellowihip  and 
communion  with  him,  with  whom  the  Lord  con^ 
verled  freely  and  fully,  as  a  man  doth  with  his  friend. 
Mofes  was,  in  many  particulars,  a  very  extraordinary 
type  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  in  his  prophetic,^ 
prieftly,  and  kingly  offices :  for  all  thefe  he  exeiw 
cifed  upon  occafions.  That  he  was  a  prophet,  and  as 
fuch  a  type  of  Chrift,  Is  fully  clear,  from  his  owa 
words  :  A  prophet  will  the  Lord  your  God  rai/e.  up  unto 
you  of  your  brethren  like  unto  me  :  him  Jball  ye  hear. 
And  that  this  refpeEled  the  Lord  Jefus,  is  clear  from 
Peter's  application  of  it  to  Chrift,  A6ls  iii.  22,  23* 
He  was  likewife  a  prieft  (though  but  for  a  ihort 
^ace)  and  aQed  as  fuch  at  the  confecration  of  Aaron 
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and  his  fons ;  for  it  was  Mofes  who  anointed  them, 
und  inftalled  them  into  their  offices.    He  is  alfo  ftyled. 
King  in  Jejhutun^ — when  the  heads  of  the  people  and  the 
tribes  of  Ifrael  were  gathered  together ;  fo  that  in  this  he 
exceeds  all  others  who  are  types  of  Chrift,  feeing  that 
in  him,  as  in  a  Ihadow,  the  threefold  office  of  Chrift 
was  reprefented ;  as    meeting  and  centering  in  one 
perfon.     In  his  being  admitted  into  God's  prefence, 
and  in  his  having  the  Lord's  mind  and  will  made 
known  unto  him,    we   fee  a  parallel  between    him 
and   Chrift,  who  is  exprefsly  ftyled,  the  angel  of  ]z- 
hovah's  prefence^  who  knows  God's  whole  mind  and 
will,  and  reveals  and  makes  it  known  to  hi^  church 
and  people.     No  man  hath  feen  God  (or  known  God, 
for  fo  the  words  may  be  rendered,  fays  Dr.  Goodwin) 
at  any  time ^  the  only  begotten  Son  which  is  in  the  bofom 
of  the  Father^  he  hath  declared  him.  John  i.    i8.    And 
Mofes  in  his  mediation  on  the  behalf  of  the  children 
of  Ifrael,  ftiewed  forth  the  powerful  and  all-prevalent 
interceffion  of  our  Lord  on  the  behalf  of  his  beloved 
ones.     He  was  moft  eminently  a  type  of  Chrift  in  his 
prophetic    office.       The  children  of  Ifrael,   in  the 
account  given  concerning  them  in  the  Book  of  God, 
prefent  us  with  a  perfeft  piQure  of  what  human '  na- 
ture is ;  their  perverfenefs,  ingratitude,  and  unbelief, 
and  the  Lord's  dealings  with  them,  ferve  moft  fitly 
to  be  a  memorial  to  us,  of  what  we  have  been,  of 
what  we  are,   and  of  what  the  Lord  hath  been,  and 
done,  and  is,  to  all  his  fpiritual  Ifrael.     This  chap- 
ter informs  us  of  the   Lord's  refufing    to  go  with 
the  people  of  Ifrael,  upon  account  of  their  fia  <:am^ 


mittedjin  making  and  worfliipping  the  golden  calf;  and 
to  manifeft  his  difplacency  with  thera,  and  againft  their' 
fin,  he  fpeaks  of  fending  a  created  angel  to  go  before 
them,  to  direft  and  conduft  them.  This  occafioned 
great  mourning  among  the  people,  and  without  doubt, 
many  of  them  forrowed  after  a  godly  fort.  Mofes,  in 
order  to  make  them  more  fenfible  of  their  fin,  took  the 
tabernacle  (not  that  which  he  had  received  the  pattern  of 
in  the  mount,  which  was  not  yet  made,  but  a  temporary 
one)  and  pitched  it  without  the  camp^  afar  off  from  the 
camp,  to  teach  the  people  that  God  was  removed  frorti 
them,  and  called  it  the  tabernacle  of  the  congregation.  And 
it  came  to  pafs^  that  every  one  which  fought  the  Lord  went 
out  unto  the  tabernacle  of  the  congregation^  which  was  witb-^ 
out  the  camp^  and  the  Lord  defcended  in  the  cloudy  pillar^ 
and  flood  at  the  door  of  the  tabernacle^  and  the  Lord  talked 
with  Mofes ;  which  gave  him  great  encouragement 
and  holy  boldnefs,  and  he  makes  ufe  of  the  prefent 
opportunity  to  intercede  with  him  on  the  behalf  of 
the  people,  and  receives  fram  the  Lord  this  moft 
gracious  anfwer.  My  prefence  fhall  go  with  thee^  and  I 
will  ghe  thee  rejl. — Thi^  only  ferves  to  excite  Mofes 
to  be  the  more  importunate,  and  encourages  him  to  re- 
new his  petition ;  and  the  Lord  goes  on  to  grant  him 
the  requeft  of  his  lips :  And  the  Lordfaid^Iwill  do  this 
thing  alfo  that  thou  haftfpoken^  for  thou  haft  found  grace  in 
my  fight^  and  I  know  thee  by  name.  What  wondrous 
words  are  thefe !  expreffive  of  the  greateft  and  choiceft 
bleffings  and  benefits !  That  Mofes  had  found  grace 
in  the  fight  of  God,  appeared  in  this,  the  eternal 
choice  and  elefUon  of  hi$  perfon  in  Chrift  before  all 
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worlds :  which  grace  had  been  difplayed  towards  biixii 
and  made  known  tod  manifefted  unto  him  by  the 
Lord's  efiedually  calting  him  by  his  grace,  and  bring* 
SDg  him  near  unto  himfelf  in  a  way  of  open  and 
manifeft  communion.  Mofcs  evidenced  this  to  be^ 
his  cafe  and  ftate  in  his  refuftng  to  he  called  the  Jon  oj 
TbarcMtfs  dough ier^  choofing  rather  tofuffer  affiifiim  with 
the  people  ofGod^  than  to  enjsy  the  pUafmes  rf  Jin  for  a 
fiafon  I  efieerning  the  reproach  (f  Cbrift  greater  riches  than 
the  treajures  of  Efjpt^  £le£lion  is  an. eternal  aft  in  the 
mind  of  God^  and  is  altogether  of  free,  Ibvereigo 
girace;  and  all  fpirituai  bteflings  are  the  fruits  and 
cffe£b  of  it.  It  is  a  choice  of  perfons,  and  it  is  to 
grace  and  glory.  It  proceeds  froin  the  love  of  Codf 
his  fpeciaU  peculiar,  and  diftinguifhing  love :  yea^ 
ft  is  an  eternal)  irrevocable  ad.  And  that  it  is  the 
fruit  of  God's  everlafting  love  towards  them  in  Cbrift 
JelliSy  appears  frpm,  and  is  implied  in  thefe  words  of 
God  to  Mofes,  /  hutw  ikee  by  name  ^  which  intimates 
a  peculiar  and  diflind  kr/-  wiedge  which  the  Lord 
had  of  him  from  all  others.  It  is  an  ele£lion 
phrafey  and  implies  a  peculiar  knowledge,  joined  wUb 
the  higheft  delight.  The  Lord  knowetb  them  that  are 
ids',  faith  Paul,  fpeakii^  of  eleQion,  as  that  which 
pre% rved  the  Esunts  from  a  total  and  final  apoftacy,  2 
Tim.  ii.  19.— knoweth  them  to  be  his  by  eternal 
ele€tion :  knoweth  them  to  be  his  children  by  divine 
adoption,  which  is  the  fruit  of  predeftination,  and  is 
made  known  in  regeneration :  knoweth  them.to  be  his 
peculiat  treafure,  portion,  inheritance,  jewels,  and 
delij^t :  knoweth  them  to  be  the  objeds  of  Yi%  ever* 
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lading  love>  the  veffels  of  mercy  whom  he  hath 
decreed  and  appointed  to  eternal  glory;  which  he 
will  prepare,  and  make  them  meet  for,  by  the  agency 
of  his  Holy  Spirit,  working  in  their  hearts,  renewing 
their  wills,^  and  fanftifying  their  fouls  :  thus  con- 
fecrating  them  for  God  to  dwell  in,  and  manifeft  him« 
felf  unto»  as  he  doth  not  unto  the  world.  Mofes 
had  found  grace  in  the  Lord's  fight,  and  it  had  been 
manifefted  in  a  variety  of  inftances :  he  had  been 
appointed  as  the  Ihepherd  of  God's  flock;  Jehovak 
had  appeared  unto  him,  and  called  him  out  of  the 
bufli  burning  with  fire,  and  which  was  not  confumed  ; 
he  was  fent  by  him  to  bring  the  children  of  Ifrael  out 
of  Egypt ;  and  he  had  been  a  fpeftator  of  God's  glory 
difplayed  in  that  moft  remarkable  event.  The  ten 
plagues  brought  upon  the  Egyptians,  difcovered  the 
power,  juftice,  and  truth  of  God.  The  Lord's  going 
before  his  people,  when  they  departed  out  of  the 
houfe  of  bondage,  in  the  pillar  of  a  cloud  by  day, 
and  in  the  pillar  of  fire  by  night,  difcovered  his  pecu-^ 
liar  care  of  them.  Much  of  his  glory  flione  forth,  in 
dividing  the  waters  of  the  Red  Sea,  and  in  leading  his 
ranfomed  ones  fafely  through,  and  then  overwhelming 
their  enemies,  who  fank  as  lead  in  the  mighty  waters. 
More  of  his  glory  was  difplayed  when  he  canie  down 
in  the  tokens  and  with  the  enfigns  of  his  divine  ma- 
jefty,  attended  with  his  regalia  of  ftate — ten  thoufands 
of  his  famts  on  Mount  HcMreb— and  fpoke  the  ten 
commands,  out  of  the  midft  of  devouring  fire,  when 
all  the  people  heard  the  voice  of  the  trumpet,  faw  the 
glare  of  lightnings,  and  heard  the  dreadful  peals  of 
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thunder,  which  caufed  all  that  were  in  the  camp  to 
tremble.  Mofes  was  called  to  come  up  into  the 
mount  where  God  was,  and  there  he  flayed  forty 
days  and  forty  nights:  in  which  (pace  of  time  he 
was  in  the  immediate  prefence-chanaber  of  God,  and 
faw,  and  beheld  fuch  glory,  as  by  us  is  altogether 
inconceivable,  and  was  by  him  unutterable.  -  He  had 
ieen  the  fight  of  the  Lord  of  Hofts,  like  devouring 
fire  upon  the  top  of  the  mount,  before  he  afcended 
it,  and  this  effulgence  of  Jehovah's  majefly  and  glory 
was  vifible  in  the  eyes  of  the  children  of  Ifrael.  ^e 
fight  of  the  Lord  was  like  devouring  fire  on  the  top  of  the 
fnount  in  the  eyes  of  the  children  of  Ifrael.  When  God  fpoke 
out  of  the  cloud,  the  glory  of  the  Lord  flafhed  out  like 
devouring  fire.  "  It  was  not,"  faith  Dr.  Gill,  "devouring 
*^  fire,  but  it  was  like  it;  it  was  like  a  great  blaze  of  fire, 
*'  which  confumes  all  that  is  in  its  way ;  it  was  fuch  a 
*'  large  body  of  light,  and  fo  clear  and  bright,  that  it 
**  looked  like  devouring  flames  of  fire :  and  being  upon 
**  the  top  of  the  mount  was  very  vifible,  and  was  feen  at 
**  a  great  diftance  in  the  eyes  of  the  children  of  Ifrael 
"  throughout  their  camp."  And  Mofes  went  into  the 
midft  of  the  cloud,  where  the  glory  of  God  was,  afttr  he 
had  afcended  the  mount,  and  there  beheld  further  dif- 
plays  of  God's  glory:  all  which mufl  be  acknowledged 
to  be  the  effeft  of  his  having  found  grace  in  God's  fight. 
And  here  it  deferves  to  be  remarked,  that  the  more 
the  Lord  is  pleafed  to  difcover  and  manifeft  of  him- 
felf  to  the  fouls  of  his  people,  the  more  they  Aill 
defire,  and  the  more  vehement  they  are  for  fuller^ 
dearer,  and  greater  fights,  views,  and  difplays  of  bin. 


Mofes's  Requeft.  61 

Nothing  begets  more  boldnefs  in  the  foul,  than  a6lual 
communion  with  the  Lord ;  for  in  it  God  is  pleafed 
to  impart  his  mind,  and  unbofom  himfelf  to  his  peo- 
ple, and  this  ferves  to  embolden  their  faith.  Thou 
baji^  faith  the  Lord  to  Mofes,  found  grace  in  my  fight^ 
and  I  know  thee  by  name  ;  to  which  Mofes  immediately 
rejoins,  /  bejeech  theejhew  me  thy  glory.  A  vaft  requeft ! 
Grace  was  herein  excited,  and  mod  eminently  drawn 
forth.  A  greater  prayer  could  not  be  offered  —  a 
greater  favour  could  nbt  be  granted.  I  intend,  as  the 
Lord  fliall  be  pleafed  to  aflift,  to  confider  the  word$ 
before  us  in  the  following  method  and  order. 

Firft,  by  inquiring  what  the  Lord's  glory  confifts  in. 

Secondly,  what  Mofes  may  be  fuppofed  to  intend 
in  his  petition. 

And  thirdly,  ia  what  manner  the  Lord  granted  him 
his  requeft. 

I  am  firft  to  inquire  what  the  Lord's  glory  conftfts  in, 
and  it  moft  certainly  confifts,  and  is  contained  in  his  in- 
finite, felf-exiftent,  and  incomprehenfible  nature,  per- 
fons,  and  perfeflions,  which  are  glorious,  yea  glory  it- 
felf  in  the  very  abftrafl,  God,  effentially  confidered, 
is  ftyled  the  God  of  glory  /  and  God,  perfonally  confi- 
dered, isalfo  fuch.  The  eternal  Father  is  entitled,  "The 
Father  of  Glory.  The  eternal  Son  is  called,  The  Lord  of 
Glory.  And  the  eternal  Spirit  is  ftyled,  The  Spirit  of 
Glory.  And  the  perfeftions  of  the  Godhead  are,  Jeho- 
vah's Glory.  His  eternity,  immenfity,  immutability, 
omnifcience,  omniprefence,  wifdom,  and  power,  which 
are  his  effential  attributes,  are  his  glory.  And  in  them 
he  is  to  us,  and  by  us,  i<icomprehenfible.  His  effencc 
is  to  us  iticomprehenfible,  and  his  eternity  is  as  end- 
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lefs,  as  his  eflence  is  boundlefs ;  and  what  can  we 
conceive  of  Jehovah's  eternity  ?  He  hath  life  in  him- 
felT,  and  doth  neceflarily  exift  ;  and  he  is  unchange- 
able in  his  eflence.  God  is  eflentially  every  where 
prefent,  in  heaven  and  earth,  for  in  him  we  live,  and 
move,  and  have  our  being.  So  that  this  is  God's 
glory,  his  incommunicable  glory,  to  be  eternal — ^with- 
out beginning^  and  without  end — to  be  immutable^  he 
hath  neither  increafe  nor  diminution — to  be  immenfe 
and  omnipotent,  he  hath  neither  bounds  nor  limitation 
—his  underftanding  is  inBnite.  Tbefe  eiTential  perfec- 
tions of  God  are  his  glory.  They  make  him  to  be 
glorious  in  the  conceptions  of  all  his  rational  creatures, 
whpther  angels  or  men ;  and  his  power  is  almighty.  He 
is  the  blefled  Gpd,  the  fountain  of  elfential  bleflednefs 
in  himfelf,  and  the  fountain  from  whence  all  bleflings 
flow.  He  is  God  all-fufficient ;  he  needs  nothing, 
nor  can  he  poflibly  receive  any  increafe  or  addition 
'  by  any,  or  all  the  works  of  his  hands.  He  is  felf- 
cxiftent  and  felf-dependent.  And  here  I  might  alk 
this  queftion,  Canjl  ibou  by  fearcbing  find  out  God  ? 
tanft  thou  find  out  the  Almighty  utUo  perfeSimy  to 
the  uttermoft  of  his  nature  and  perfe6lionsP  That 
God  is  perfefl  and  entire,  wanting  nothing,  and  is 
poflefTed  of  all  perfections,  may  be  found  out,  or 
otherwife  he  would  not  be  God.  But  his  eflence 
and  attributes  being  infinite,  can  never  be  traced  and 
comprehended  by  finite  minds.  There  are  fome  perfec- 
tions of  God  that  we  have  no  idea  of,  and  we  are  loft  in 
confufion  and  amazement  as  foon  as  we  think  of  them, 
his  eternity  and  immenfity  particularly.    For  when 
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we  have  rolled  over  ir^  bur  mindU^  millions  and  mil* 
lions  of  ages,  we  are  as  far  off  from  eternity  as  when 
we  began,  and  after  we  have  endeavoured  to  pervade 
all  worlds,  and  every  place  and  fpace,  we  have  got  no 
further  into  immeniity  than  at  firft.  I  conclude  this 
part  of  my  fubjeft  with  the  words  of  Solomon,  //  is 
ibe  glory  of  God  to  conceal  a  thing.  He  conceak 
diis  part  of  his  glory  from  the  brighteft  and  moft  in* 
telligeht  beings  which  furround  his  throne  in  heaven. 
There  are  likewife  the  moral  perfeftions  of  Deity, 
which  are  his  glory  :  fuch  as  his  love,  mercy,  good- 
nefs,  holinefs,  juftice,  faithfulnefs,  and  truth,  all  of 
which  are  more  or  lefs  difcovered  in  the  works  of 
God,  in  creation,  providence,  and  grace.  And  from 
the  difplay  of  which  a  m^nifeftative  glory  arifeth  unta 
him.  In  the  creation,  his  eternal  power  and  God- 
head are  difcovered.  His  wifdom  fhines  in  every  part 
of  creation,  in  the  nuniber  and  variety  of  the  creatures, 
and  in  the  end  and  purpofe  anfwered  by  every  one 
in  its  proper  place,  order,  arrangement,  and  difpo- 
fition.  His  goodnefs  ftiincs  forth  in  making  all  things 
by  creative  j[)o*rer  very  good,  and  in  biefling  our  firtt 
parents  in  their  paradifiacal  ftate.  And  I  might  add, 
the  whole  creation  confidered,  as  at  firft  coming 
out  of  the  forming  hands  of  God,  is  one  grand  temple, 
confecrated  to  Qiew  forth  Jehovah's  glory  and praife. 
In  the  governing  and  preferving  of  all  things  in  heaven 
and  earth,  the  glory  of  God  is  feen  and  difcovered; 
and  in  the  perfon,  work,  and  offices  of  our  Lord 
Jefus  Chtift,  the  whole  of  God^s  manifeitative  glory 
fhines  in  its  fulleft  luftre,  and  tranfcendent  excellency  ;^ 
he  being  the  brightnefs  of  \i\k  Father's  glory  and  the 
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cxprefs  image  of  his  perfon,  the  image  of  the  invifiblc 
God,  in  whom  dwellethall  the  fulnefs  6f  the  Godhead 
fubftantially ;  fo  cpnfequently,  all  effential  perfeftions 
of  Deity,  all  the  moral  attributes  of  Jehovah,  all 
the  glory  of  God,  (hine  forth  in  the  face  and  perfon 
of  Jefus  Chrift.  So  that  faints  view  God  in  Chrift, 
to  be  unto  them  in  him,  the  fountain  of  everlafting 
bleffednefs,  the  ocean  of  eternal  love,  the  fpring  of 
inexhauftible  mercy,  the  river  of  unbounded  joy  ;  in 
whofe  prefence  there  is  life,  and  whofe  loving-kind- 
nefs  is  better  than  life.  Now,  from  what  hath  been 
delivered,  I  think  it  appears,  that  God's  glory  is  his 
nature,  perfons,  and  perfeftions;  that  his  glory  is 
difcovered  in  his  works  of  nature  and  providence,  and 
that  it  blazes  forth  and  is  feen  in  its  uttermoft  excel- 
lency in  the  perfqn  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift :  whofe 
glpry  is,  the  glory  as  of  the  only  begotten  of  the  Father^ 
full  of  grace  and  truth.  God's  own  glory  ia  the  uld- 
timate  end  and  defign  of  all  things,  and  it  arifeth  from, 
and  is  advanced  by,  every  difpenfation ;  I  mean  his 
manifeftative  glory,  for  as  to  God's  effential  glory, 
this  cannot  be  either  increafed  or  decreafed,  nothing 
can  add  to  or  detraft  from  it ;  and  he  hath  created  all 
things  for  his  own  glory.  The  heavens  declare  his 
glory.  The  whple  earth  is  full  of  his  glor/:  fo  fay 
the  feraphim,  Holy^  Holy^  Holy ^  is  the  Lord  of  Hofts: 
the  whole  earth  is  full  of  his  glory.  At  the  giving  of  the 
moral  law  to  the  children  of  Ifrael,  the  prophet  faith, 
God  came  from  ^eman^  and  the  Holy  One  from  Mount 
Par  an.  Selah.  His  glory  covered  the  heavens^  and  the 
earth  was  full  of  bis  praife.  Hab.  iii,  3.    And  he  fhews 
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forth  the  glory  of  his  perfeflions  in  a  variety  of 
ways.  He  (heweth  his  holinefs  in  the  law  given  to 
Adam,  in  his  ftate  of  creature  holinefs  and  inno- 
cence; his  power  in  making  the  world;  his  juftice 
in  cafting  men  into  hell  for  the  fins  which  they 
have  committed  :  and  the  glory  of.  his  grace  in 
the  purpofes  of  his  heart,  and  in  the  a£ls  of  his 
love  towards  and  upon  his  beloved  and  chofen 
ones  .in  Chrift.  God's  glory  is  his  mercy  in  Chrift, 
which  he  hath  treafured  up  in  him,  and  which  he  ma- 
nifefts  in  the  redemption  which  is  in  Jefus  Chrift, 
whom  he  hath  fent  and  fets  forth  as  a  propitiation. 
And  God  accounts  it  his  higheft  glory  to  proclaim 
himfelf  in  Chrift,  the  Lord^  the  Lord  God,  merciful 
and  gracious^  long  fuffering' and  abundant  in  goodnefs  and 
truths  keeping  mercy  for  thoufands^  fbr^ving  iniquity^  and 
tranfgrefjion^  and  fin.  This  is  that  name  of  Jehovah, 
which  is  as  a  ftrong  tower,  to  which  the  righteous 
flee  and  are  fafe.  And  this  part  of  his  word,  which. 
fpeaks  of  his  loving-kindnefs  and  truth,  he  hath 
magnified  above  all  his  name  recorded  in  the, 
written  word.  T!hou  haft  magnified  thy  word  above  all 
thy  name:  (or,  thou  haft  magnified  thy  name  above, 
or  throaghout  all  thy  word)  referring  to  the  name  of 
the  Lord  whereby  he  proclaimed  and  made  himfelf 
known  to  Mofes  in  the  34th  chapter  of  Exodus.  And, 
that  God's  grace  and  mercy  are  his  higheft  glory,  ap- 
pears from  Paul's  expreffions  in  his  firft  chapter  to  the 
Ephefians,  where  fpeaking  of  eternal  ele&ion,  which 
is  an  aft  of  love,  he  afcribes  it  to  the  praife  of  the  glory 
of  Jehovah's  grace.  And  in  the  fame  epiftle  he  fpeaks 
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of  the*  exceeding  riches  of  his  grace ;  and  of  the  love 
of  Chrift^  as  faaviog  in  it  a  length,  and  depth,  and 
breadth,  and  heightb,  vhich  palTeth  knowledge :  he 
alfo  fpeaks  of  unfearchable  riches  of  grace;  which  is 
Chrift  preached  in  the  goTpeL     And  elfewhere  he 
tells  us,  that  God  is  rich  in  mercy,  and  rich  unto  all 
that  call  upon  him.      So  that  thefe  eternal  afts  of 
God,  his  ele£iion,  predeftination,  and  fore-appoint- 
ment of  his  people  to  grace  and  glory,  are  a  part  of 
his  glory,  as  it  is  difcovered  and  revealed.    His  glory 
is  difcovered,  and  he  makes  himfelf  known  to  be  the 
glorious  Lord,  in  his  fovereignty,  manifefted  in  elec- 
tion; in  his  love,  manifefted  in  the  gift  of  his  Son; 
and  in  his  mercy,  which  fully,  freely,  and  eternally 
forgives  all  trefpafle^  to  fuch  as  flee   to  Jefus  for 
refuge*     He  manifefts  his  power  in  them,  in  regene- 
rating, fanftifying,  and   preferving  them    to   eternal 
glory.     This  brings  me  to  my  fecond  head,  wherein 
I  propofed  to  confider  what  Mofes  may  be  fuppofed 
to  intend  in  his  petition,  1  be/eech  thee  Jbew  me  thy 
glory.     And,  I   confefs,    I  am  inclined  to  think  he 
meant  a  fight  of  the  effence,  or  a  difcovery  of  the 
nature   of  God,      My   reafon    for  it    is,    that   the 
Lord  in  his  anfwer  to  him,  replies,  7hou  canjl  not  fee 
my  face  ;  which  I  (hould  interpret  his  effence.     But 
I  acknowledge  there  is  againft  this  being  the   mat- 
ter requefted,    that  Mofes   cannot  be   fuppofed  to 
be  ignorant,  that  Jehovah  in  his  nature  is  invifible, 
X  and  in  his  effence  incomprehenfible.     Nor  can  God, 
who    is    incomprehenfible,    be    fully  known,    even 
in  heaven.     In  the  higheft  pitch  of  glory,  the  foul 
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is  but  finite,  and  therefore  ftill  too  (hort  to  enclofe 
an  infinite  Being  in  its  underftanding,  even  to  an  end- 
lefs  eternity.  In  heaven,  the  glorififed  foul  is  ftill  but  a 
creature,  and  though  in  heaveVi  our  natures  will  be  . 
glorified,  yet  that  does  not  make  our  being  infinite. 
And,  till  a  creature  can  mount  to  the  pitch  of  a  creator, 
it  can  never  underftand  the  nature  of  the  Deity.  No 
created  underftanding  can  attain  this :  fo  that,  if  I  con- 
ceive of  Mofes's  requeft  aright,  it  can  be  linderftood 
only,  as  grace  elevated  to  its  utmoft  pitch,  above  all 
that  was  poffible  to  be  attained,  perceived,  or  dif- 
covered  by  the  faints.  The  love  of  Chrift  paffeth 
knowledge;  and  yet  Paul  prays  for  it  to  be  made 
known  in  its  moft  glorious  dimenfions  :  this 
prayer  of  Mofeis  is  alfo  greatly  elevated.  So,  like- 
wife,  the  peace  of  God,  which  is  the  efFeft  of  this 
love,  is  faid  to  pafs  all  underftanding;  and  yet,  how 
often  is  it  prayed  for  by  all  the  apoftles  on  the  be- 
half of  the  churches.  There  are  thofe  who  have 
conceived  Mofes  to  requeft  in  this  petition,  a 
fight  of  the  angel  of  God's  prefence^  the  promifed  Re- 
deemer, and  almighty  Saviour.  This,  I  think,  bids 
fair  to  be,  at  leaft  a  principal  part  of  his  requeft ; 
and  there  is  this  to  fupport  it,  that  in  the  Lord's 
anfwer,  though  all  is  not  grtiated,  which  fecms  to  be 
requefted,  yet  as  much  was  as  is  poffible  in  the  pre- 
fent  ftate.  The  Lord  promifed  to  put  him  in  a  clift 
of  the  rock,  and  to  cover  or  proteft  him,  while  his 
goodnefs  paffed  before  him ;  And  I  will^  faith  JebO" 
vahp  take  away  mine  band,  and  tbou  fhalt  fee  vij  ^ack 
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paHSi    or,   after  ftate,    or    latter  glory;    referring 
to  Chrift's  manifeftation  in  the    flefh  :    and,  which 
fomc  refer  to  the  vifion  which   Mofes  faw  of  Chrift 
on  the  holy  mount,    where   he  had  the   uttermoft 
of  his   requeft  granted  him.     For,  in    the  effential, 
perfonal  glories,  in  the  fplendour  and  tranfcendent 
ttiajefty,   which  (hone ,  forth  at   the    transfiguration 
of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  in  his  adorable    perfon, 
there    appeared     more     of     the    glory    of     God 
than    in  all   that   MofeS  ever    faw    before.      For, 
V   conceive,     the    glory    of     God    which    Mofes 
beheld,    when    admitted    into  the   fecret    place   of 
the    Moft  High,  was  infinitely  lefs   than   that  gl6ry 
which  was  difcovered  unto  him,  and  feen   by  him, 
at  Chrift's  transfiguration.     Jefus  Chrift  is  the  great 
cclipfer  of  all  the  works  of  God.     The  glories  of 
his  perfon  tranfcend,  not  only  all  the  glory  of  earth, 
but  of  heaven  alfo.  He  is  the  glory  of  the  Lord,  and 
Jehovah  of  Hofts  is  his  name,    and  in   him    all 
God's  glory  (hines  forth.     Here  I  am  inclined   to 
alk  a  queftion,    how  could   Mofes  appear  on  this 
remarkable  dccafion,  at  the  transfiguration  of  Chrift, 
in  his  glorified  body,  as  Elijah  did,  feeing  Mofes 
died  and  was  buried  ?     I  anfwef,  that  as  he    was 
aftually  prefeni    ia  hisi^'body  on  the  mount,    with 
Elias,  when  Chrift  was  tranfigured  before  them,  the 
opinion  of  fome  holy  and  learned  men  feems  to  con- 
tain a  truth  in  it ;  it  being  by  fome  fuppofed,  that,  as 
Mofes  died  at  the  commandment  of  the  Lord,  and  k 
being  exprefsly  faid.  He  hurled  him^andnotnan  knowetb 
$f  bis  fepulcbre  unto  this  day^  that  he  was  a  type  of 
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Chrift  in  his  death,  refurreflion^  and  afcenfion  into 
heaven  :  that,  as  he  died  and  was  buried,  he  alfo  role 
again  and  afcended  into  heaven;  and  this  they  groun4 
upon  his  appearing  in  his  own  proper  body,  and  talk«- 
ing  with  Chrift  on  the  aforefai^  mount.  I  pafs  from 
this  to  an  obfervation,  A  fight  of  God's  glory  in  the 
perfon  of  Jefus,  is  truly  defirablc  by  gracious  fouls. 
And  it  will  be  the  perfcftion  of  grace  in  heaven,  to 
be  loft  and  fwallowed  up  in  the  views  and  fruition 
of  the  glory  of  the  eternal  Three.  Our  happinefs 
will  there  chiefly  and  principally  confift,  in  being 
filled  in  body  and  foul  with  glory,  and  in  adoring 
Jehovah,  and  giving  him  the  praife  due  to  his 
moft  excellent  majefty..  God  himfelf  will  there  be 
our  exceeding  joy,  and  we  fhall  be  moft  divinely 
employed  in  giving  him  the  glory  of  his  immenfe 
perfe3ions,  in  rejoicing  in  his  eflential  and  infinite 
bleflednefs,  and  in  celebrating  his  boundlefs  blifs 
and  incomprehenfible  glory.  You  fee  to  what  an 
amazing  pitch  grace  may  bewound  up.  Heaven  and 
earth,  .the  fulleft  fight  anddeepeftdifcoveries  of  God, 
fecm  to  be  contained  in  Mofes's  requeft ;  and  here 
it  is  quite  lawful  for  us  to  imitate  him  :  to  feek  for 
great  difcoyeries  of  God's  love  in  Chrift,  for  fervent 
love  to  him,  unfeigned  faith,  and  holy  boldnefs,  yea, 
Ito  pray  as  Paul  did,  to  be  filled  with  all  the  fulnefs 
of  God. 

I  pafs  on  to  my  third  particular :  to  inquire  in 
what  manner  the  Lord  granted  him  his  requeft. 
Though  all  was  not  granted,  which  feems  to  be  re- 
quefted,  yet  here  is  no  denial,   but  his  prayer  is 
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accepted,  and  his  defire  graated,  though  with  fome 
reftri6lions  and  limitations.  The  anfwer  returned  is 
jmoft  aftonifhingly  great,  wonderful,  and  gracious.  And 
he  (i.  e.  the  Lord)  faid^  I  will  make  all  my  goodnefs  pqfs 
before  tbee^  and  I  will  proclaim  the  name  of  the  Lord 
before  ibee^  and  will  he  gracious  to  whom  I  will  be  gram 
ciouSj  and  will  fkew ,  mercy  to  whom  I  will  Jhew  mercy. 
The  Lord's  defign  in  thefe  words,  is  to  fhew  what 
love  he  bore  to  Mofes,  and  that  by  the  efFeft  of  it, 
proportionable  to  its  original  in  God,  he  would  have 
the  h^art  of  his  fervant  taken  with  it.  And,  as  God 
is- the  fountain  of  all  goodnefs,  and  loves  his  people 
with  his  whole  heart,  fohe  communicates  all  his  good- 
nefs unto  them,  and  caufeth  it  all  to  pafs  before 
them;  I  will  caufe  all  my  goodnefs  to  pafs  before  thee; 
and  that  becaufe  God  had  loved  him,  and  refolved  to 
be  gracious  unto  him.  Here  let  me  obferve,  that 
God  is  the  fountain  of  goodnefs  and  love;  {or  God  is 
love ;  and  if  God  will  love,  he  will  aft  as  God  here- 
in,  and  will  love  to  the  uttermoft.  He,  in  blcfSng, 
will  blefs  his  people  with  all  fpiritual  bleffings  in 
earth  and  heaven,  and  will  never,  in  time  nor  eternity, 
turn  away  from  them,  from  doing  them  good.  So 
that,  to  ufe  the  words  of  that  man  of  renown. 
Dr.  Goodwin,  ^*  Look  how  great  God  is,  fo  great 
*^  his  love  muft  needs  be ;  for,  as  I  may  fpcak 
"  with  reverence,  it  commandeth  all  in  God ;  he  is 
*^  the  fountain  of  love,  and  if  die  fountain  will  love, 
*^  if  he  that  is  love  itfelf,  will  love,  how  great  will 
"  that  love  be  ?"  And,  I  add,  where  God  loves,  as 
he  will  love  to  the  uttermoft,  he  will  communicate 
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his  goodnefs  to  the  uttermoft.  I  will  caufe  all  my 
gpodnefs  to  pafs  Sefore  thee  5  which  implies  a  difcovery 
of  it  to  the  fouls  of  his  people:  and  I  will  proclaim 
the  name  of  the  Lord  before  thee.  And  yet  amidft  all  this 
profufion  of  grace,  he  proclaims  his  royal  fovercignty 
in  it.  /  will  he  gracious  to  whom  I  will  be  gracious^  and 
will  fhew  mercy  on  whom  I  will  fbew  mercy •  I  allow 
this  may  be  confidered  as  ajiigreffion  from  the  fub« 
je£i  in  hand,  fo  that  I  drop  it  to  inquire  how  and 
in  what  manner  Mofes  obtained^  and  bad  his  requSll 
granted.  The  Lord  appoints  a  place  for  him,  on 
which  he  fliould  ftand,  where  he  Ihould  be  hid,  and 
where  he  Ihould  fee  his  latter,  or  after  ftate,  for  fo  tho. 
word  hack  parts  (fay  the  learned)  Ihould  be  render- 
cd.  And  the  Lord  faid^  Behold^  there  is  a  place  by  me^ 
and  thoti  fhall ftand  upon  a  rock^  which  was  the  rock  of 
Horcb,  and  which  had  been  fmitten  by  the  Lord's 
command,  and  it  fent  fonh  ftreams  of  waier  for  iltie  ^ 
refrefhment  of  the  parched  Ifraelites.  This  rock, 
faith  Paul,  was  Chrift ;  a  type  of  him,  whofe  perfon 
is  comparable  to  a  rock  for  ftrength  and  duration. 
He  being  as  Jah,  Jehovah,  the  rock  of  ages^  in 
wham  is  everlajiing  Jlrength.  Upon  this  rock  was 
Mofes  to  ftand,  and  behold  the  glory  of  God.  And 
it  is  on  Chrift  the  rock,  that  faints  are  elevated,  and 
having  their  feet  firmly  eftablifhed  on  him,  mount 
high  in  views  and  difcoveries  of  God's  immenfe  per- 
fcftions,  and  behold  them  all  divinely  engaged  in 
their  own  perfonal  falvation*  In  Chrift,  God  reveals 
Itimfelf  unto  his  chpfen  ones,  and  gives  them  fights 
of  his  glory,  and  fills  their  fouU  brimful  at  times  witU 
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his  eyerlafting  love  towards  them,  Mofes  was  put  into  a 
clift  of  the  rock,  and  covered,  or  protefted  by  the  Lord 
vhile  this  glorious  difcovery  of  Jehovah's  name  was 
made  unto  him.  This  flicws  us,  that  our  whole  fecurity 
from  divine  juftice  and  avenging  wrath,    is  in  the 
wounds  of^ou.r  Lord  Jefus,  who  was  wounded  for  our 
tranfgrejjionsy   and  bmifed  for  our  iniquities^   by  whofe 
Jlripes  we  are  healed^  whofe  blood  is  our  cleanfing, 
wbpfe  life  is  our  ranfom,  Sind  who  has  loved  us^  and 
wq/hed  us  from  our  fins,  in  his  own  blood.     All   the 
gracious  difcoveries  which  the  Lord  makes  of  himfelf 
to  his  people,  are  wholly  and  only  in  Chrift.     In  him 
they  behold     God    reconciled,    and    at  everlafting 
peace;  and  in  Jefus  he  is  everlaftingly  well  pleafed 
with  all  his  chofen  and  beloved  ones.     In  Chrift  it  is, 
that  believers  fee  and  feel  themfelves  to  he  interefted 
in  all  the  bowels  of  Jehovah's  mercy:  for,  as  God  to 
Gnnprs  onf  of  Chrift  is  a  confuming  fire;  fo  in  Chrift 
he  appears  to  his  people,  as  he  did  to  Mofes  in  the 
bufli,  all  in  flames  of  love,  which  warms  their  hearts, 
inflames  their  fouls,  melts  their  affeflions,  and'moft 
powerfully  attrafts  and  draws  them  to  cleave  unto, 
*  to  live  in,  and  depend  upon  the  Lord,   as  the  foun- 
tain of  living  waters.     Mofes  being  put  by  Jeho- 
vah in  the  clift  of  the  rock,  and  here  covered  and 
protefted   by  him,  the  Lord  pafTed  on  before  him, 
and  proclaimed  himfelf  to  be  gracious  and  merciful; 
an  account  of  which  you  have  in  the  following  chap- 
ter.     From  hence  we  learn  that  God  reckons  it  a 
part  of  his  higheft  glory  to  proclaim  himfelf  in  his 
(Jear  Son,  our  adorable  Mediator^  in  all  the  fulnefs 
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of  his  love,  in  all  the  freenefs  of  his  grace,  and  in  all 
the  riches  of  his  fovereign  mercy.  So  that  I  would 
here  afk  you,  do  you  want  to  fee  and  behold  God's 
glory,  the  glory  of  his  free  grace,  everlaftihg  love, 
and  endlefs  mercy?  He  proclaims  all,  difcovers  all, 
caufes  the  glory  of  all,  to  pafs  before  his  people  in 
our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift.  And  here  I  would  again 
repeat  it,  that  the  very  uttermoft  of  God's  glory, 
fliines  forth  in  the  God-man,  Jehovah's  fellow,  who 
is  God  over  all,  bleffed  for  ever.  God  the  Father 
beholds  the  man  of  his  right  hand  with  tranfporting 
pleafure,  complacency,  and  delight.  Angels  behold 
Jehovah's  higheft  glory  manifefted  in  him.  When 
Mofes  faw  Chrift  on  the  mount,  all  former  difcovc- 
ries  of  God's  glory  were  loft  and  fwallowed  up  there-* 
by.  He  fhines  now  more  glorioufly  at  the  right  hand 
of  the  Majefty  on  high,  than  when  on  the  mount  trans-* 
£gured;  and  he  will  (hinc  with  more  dazzling  beamjs 
of  glory  fti  11,  at  the  laft  day,  and  in  the  ultimate 
ftate  of  blifs  throughout  eternity.  And  what'will 
the  effect  of  this  be  ?  Why,  as  Mofes's  face  flione 
in  confequence  of  his  being  in  the  mount  with  God, 
and  as  the  fouls  of  believers  fliine  in  confequence  of 
their  perfonal  communion  with  Jefus,  in  his  holy 
ordinances;  fo  the  redeemed  of  the  Lord,  being  more 
glorious  in  body  and  foul,  and  being  clad  with  im- 
mortality and  endlefs  life,  having  been  prefented 
before  the  prefence  of  Jehovah's  glory  with  exceed- 
ing joy,  clothed  in  the  everlafting  robe  of  Chrift's 
righteoufnefs,  and  completely  cleanfed  from  every 
fpot  and  ftain  of  fin  in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb,  they 
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vill  fliine  as  the  fun  in  the  kingdom  of  their  Father. 
Chrift,  the  Sun  of  everlafting  righteoufnefs,  light, 
and  glory,  will  fhine  with  all  his  glory  upon  their 
perfons,  will  fill  their  bodies  and  fouls  with  eternal 
glory,  and  caufe  them  to  ftiine  for  ever  and  ever. 
They  will  Ihine  forth  in  his  glory,  and  be  like  him, 
for  they  fhall  fee  him  as  he  is ;  and  there  all  God's 
goodnefs  will  pafs  before  them  throughout  eternity ! 
And  here  I  clofc,  having  gone  through  the  text, 
attempting  to  fliew  that  Jehovah's  nature,  per- 
fons, and  perfeftions,  are  his  glory  ;  that  Mofes 
defired  a  further  difcoyery  of;  the  Lord's  glory  than 
he  had  hitherto  had,  and  that  his  requell  was 
granted;  he  being  put  in  a  clift  of  the  rock,  while 
the  Lord  paffed  byj  and  proclaimed  himfelf  to  be 
the  Lord  God,  gracious  and  merciful :  I  pray  that 
what  is  truly  agreeable  to  the  Lord's  revealed  will 
inay  b^  arrompj*'^''*^  with  Viis  blefling,  that  wliat  is 
amifs  may  be  forgiven,  that  what  is  deficient  may  be 
fupplied  by  the  Holy  Spirit's  teaching,  and  the  whole 
praife  fhall  be  afcribed  to  the  Three  in  Jehovah,  to 
whom  be  equal  and  everlafting  glory.    Amen. 
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SERMON    IV^ 


Christ's  Demand  of  his  Father  on  thx 
Behalf  of  the  given  On£S« 


John,  Chap.  xvii.  Vcr.  24. 

Father^  J  will  that  they  alfo  whom  thou  haft  pven  me  fe. 
with  me  where  I  am  ;  that  they  may  behold  my  glory 
which  thou  haft  given  me  :  for  thou  lovedft  me  lefore 
the  foundation  of  the  world. 

^  t^  HIS  chapter  prefents  us  with  a  view  of  our  moll 
,  -*-  adorable  Jefus,  the  Son  of  God,  the  great  High 
Prieftofhis  church  and  people,  praying  for  his  whole 
myftic  body.  Zanchy  calls  this  prayer,  "  The  founda- 
"  tion  of  the  church  from  the  beginning  of  the  world  to 
^*  the  end  of  it."  And  certain  it  is,  that  like  as  the 
facrifice  and  death  of  Chrift  extend  their  influences 
and  efficacy  from  the  beginning  of  time  to  the  end 
of  it,  and  reach  all  the  ekft  of  God,  and  they  are 
faved  in  confequence  of  it:  fo  this  wonderful  prayer, 
which  may  well  be  ftyled,  I'he  Lord's  Prayer^  extends 
its  influence  to  all  the  people  of  God,  who  are  equal- 
ly intercfted  in  it,  and  as  truly  benefited  by  it,  as 
they  are  by  his  death.  We  have  in  it  a  pattern  and 
copy  of  Chrift's  intcrceffion  for  his  church,  ia  the 
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.  Holy  of  Holies.  Our  Lord  Jefus  had  glorified  his 
Father  upon  earth,  by  his  moft  perfeft  obedience  un- 
to the  law,  in  the  room  and  ftead  of  bis  people;  and 
he  was  now  about  to  offer  up  the  facrifice  of  his  fin- 
lefs  humanity,  upon  the  altar  of  his  Deity,  to  atone  for, 
]purge,  cleanfc^  fanftify,  and  deliver  his  people  from 
all  their  fins  ^before  the  Lord.  And  he,  having  as  it 
"were  the  price  of  redemption  in  his  hand,  ready  to 
pay 'down  to  the  fatisfaclion  of  law  and  juftice, 
bere  prays  to  his  Divine  Father  in  confequence  ofit. 
.  It  may  be  truly  faid,  that  this  is  the  greatefl:  chapter 
in  all  the  New  Teftament.  The  53d  chapter  of  I  faiah, 
is  the  greatefl  chapter  in  the  Old  Teflament,  and  this 
is  the  choicefl  in  the  New:  the  former  reprefents  our 
adorable  Meffiah,  as  the  fin-bearing,  ai^d  the  curfe- 
fuflaining  Saviour;  and  this  reprefents  him  as  our  in- 
terceding high-priefl,  wearing  the  names  of  all  his 
fpi ritual  Ifrael  upon  the  breafl-plate  of  his  heart, 
appearing  in  the  prefence  of  God  for  them,  and  plead- 
ing, in  confequence  of  his  facrifice  offered  upon  earthy 
for  the  communications  of  grace  and  glory  unto  them. 

In  this  facred  Scripture  now  before  us  we  have  the 
following  particulars. 

Firfl,  the  perfon  praying,  and  that  is  our  adorable 
high-prieft,  who  is  the  Son  of  God,  and  who  for  our 
fakes  became  the  Son  of  Man. 

Secondly,  here  is  the  perfon  prayed  unto,  and  that 
is  God  the  Father,  the  God  and  Father  of  our  Lord 
Jefus  Chrift,  of  whom  the  whole  family  in  heaven  and 
earth  is  named. 

Thirdly^  here  are  the  perfons  for  whom  this  prayer 
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is  offered,  and  that  is,  for  the  whole  eleftion  of  grace, 
for  all  the  myftical  body  of  Chrift,  for  all  whom  he 
redeemed  by  his  moft  precious  blood. 

And  fourthly,  here  is  what  Chrift  prays  for,  and  it  is 
for  the  greateft  and  choiceft  blcffings  the  people  of 
God  can  enjoy  either  in  earth  or  heaven.  Thefc 
things  being  premifcd,  let  me  exhort  you  who  arc 
believers  to  draw  afide  the  curtain,  and  look  by 
faith,  yea,  enter  with  boldnefs,  into  the  holieft  of 
all,  and  behold  what  the  God-man  is  doing  for  you 
in  the  heaven  of  heavens.  This  chapter  gives  you 
the  cleareft  view  of  your  Mediator,  as  afling  for  you 
in  the  court  above.  You  may  here  fee,  by  faith,  how 
your  perfons  are  reprefented  by  him,  that  you  are 
complete  in  him,  and  your  names  infcribed  on  his  ,- 
heart,  which  burns  with  cverlalting  love  towards  you; 
and  that  he  makes  iife  of  all  the  intereft  he  has  in  the 
Divine  Father  on  your  behalf,  and  for  your  benefit. 
It  is  truly  bleffed  to  view  our  Jefus  as  Jehovah  our 
righteoufnefs,  and  to  behold  him  as  bearing  our  fins, 
and  as  wounded  for  our  tranfgreflions :  but  to  fee  him 
crowned  with  glory  and  honour,  in  confequence  of  ^ 
this,  as  feated  at  his  Father's  right  hand,  with  the; 
crown  of  crowns  upon  his  head,  to  obferve  his  heart 
eternally  fixed  upon  us,  sind  to  hear  him  demand 
heaven  for  us ;  this,  difcovered  by  the  Holy  Ghoft 
to  the  underftandings  and  hearts  of  God's  beloved 
and  called  people,  cannot  be  exceeded  but  by  an 
SL&ual  admiflion  of  their  perfons  within  the  vail,  and 
by  a  fight  of  Chrift  face  to  face  in  heaven.  To  take 
a  more  particular  view  of  this  chapter  would,  I  fear,C)j;N. 
ceed  the  limiti^  of  the  prefent  difcourfe.    Let  it  fdfficci| 
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therefore,  to  obfervc^  that  we  are  here  taught,  that 
eternal  life  coritjih  in  the  knowledge  of  the  only  true 
God,  and  Jefus  Chrifi,  \vh(?,  by  elTential  union  with 
the  Father,  and  the  Holy  Ghoft,  is  the  true  God,  and 
eternal  life ;  and  eiernal  life  depends  as  much  upon 
the  knowledge  of  Chrifl:  as  Mediator,  as  upon  the 
knowledge  of  God.  For  God,  m  his  divine  perfoiis, 
is  only  made  known  to  us  in  and  by  the  Mediator. 
God^  who  commanded  the  light  tojhine  out  ofdarkne/s^  hath 
Jhined  in  our  hearts^  to  give  the  light  of  the  knowledge  of  the 
glory  of  God  in  the  face  of  Jefus  Chrijl.  2  Cor.  iv.  6. 
The  faving  knowledge  of  the  Godhead  is  attainable 
only  by  Jefus  Chrift.  All  things  are  delivered  unto  nie 
of  my  Father :  and  no  man  knoweth  the  Son  hut  the 
Father :  neither  hmveth  any  man  the  Father^  fave  the 
Sony  and  he  to  whomfoever  the  Son  will  reveal  him. 
Matt.  xi.  27.  Our  Lord  fays  to  his  Divine  Father, 
with  whom  he  is  coequal,  coeternal,  and  coeflen- 
tial,  /  have  glorified  thee  upon  the  edrih,  (by  his 
incarnation  and  obedience^  /  have  finijhed  the  work 
'  which  thou  gave/}  me  to  do.  He  had  magnified  the  law 
by  his  moft  perfeQ:  obedience  unto  it,  in  the  law- 
place,  room,  and  ftead  of  his  people,  and  was  now 
about  to  fuftain  and  endure  its  penalties  ;  and  he 
prays,  that  as  the  law-fulfiller,  and  as  the  atonement 
of  his  people,  proof  might  be  given  of  the  high  com- 
placency, fatisfaflion,  and  pleafure  his  Father  had  in 
his  life  and  death.  And  now^  O  Father^  g^^^ify  ^^ 
me^  with  the  glory  which  I  had  with  thee  before  the  w&rld 
was.  At  the  11th  verfe  he  commits,  as  it  were,  all 
iis  people  into  his  Father's  hands,  and  leaves  them 
to  his  care.    And  ntruo  I  am  no  more  in  the  world^  hU 
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ihefe  are  in  the  worlds  and  I  come  to  thee.  Holy  Father^ 
keep  through  thine  own  name  thofe  whom  thou  baft  given 
me^  that  they  may  be  one,  as  we  are.  At  the  1 7th  verfc 
,  he  prays  for  their  fan£lification.  San^ify  them  through 
thy  truth:  thy  zvord  is  truth  /  for  it  is  by  the  belief  of 
the  truth  the  eleft  are  fanftified,  2  ThefT.  ii.  13, 
And  for  their  fakes  (fays  he,  ver.  19)  I  fan£Jify  myfelf^ 
that  they  alfo  7night  befanElijied  through  the  truth.  Which 
words  refpeft  the  offering  of  his  body  and  foul  in 
facrifice  for  the  fins,  and  in  the  law-place,  room, 
and  (lead  of  his  people.  JVe  are  fanaijied^  faith  Paul, 
Heb.  X.  10.  throng  the  offering  of  the  body  of  Jefus 
Cbriji.  For  by  one  offering  he  hath  perfeEledfor  ever  them 
that  are  fan£iified^  or,  feparated ;  for  the  word  in  this 
place  does  not  mean  internal  fandification,  but  fepa- 
ration.  All  thofe  who  were  feparated  by  the  Father's 
cverlafting  love,  in  the  decree  of  ele6lion,  had  all 
their  fins  perfeftly  atoned  for,  made  an  end  of,  and 
put  away  by  the  facrifice  of  Chrifl'g  body  and  foul 
upon  the  crofs,  out  of  the  fight  of,  and  removed  from 
before  the  Lord ;  and  fuch  perfons  are  fanQificd  by 
the  truth.  '*  That  is,''  fays  Dr.  Gill,  «  have  all  their 
**  fins  expiated,  and  they  are  cleanfed  from  all  the 
"  guilt  and  filth  of  them,  through  Chrift  himfelf, 
*^  and  his  facrifice,  who  is  the  truth,  or  in  the 
^^  truth,  as  it  may  be  rendered,  really  and  truly, 
*'  in  oppofition  to  the  legal  facrifices,  which  atoned 
**  for  fin,  not  really,  but  typically."  Our  Lord 
proceeds  to  pray,  not  only  for  his  apoftles,  who  were 
now  prefent,  but  for  all  who  ffiould  believe  on  him 
through  their  word*     That  they  all  may  be  one^  as  thou 
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Father  art  in  me^  and  I  in  thee^  that  they  alfo  may  h 
me  J  in  us^     And  this  being  the  principal  blefling  in 
grace,  union  with  himfelf  and  his  Divine  Father,  he 
repeats  it  again  in  verfes  22,  23,  and  then  in  the  24th 
verfe,    which  contains   the  words   of  our   text,    he 
Ipeaks  to  his   Divine  Father,  on   the  behalf  of  his 
people,  thus,  Father^  I  willj  thaf  they  alfo  whom  thou  , 
baft  given  me^  he  with  me  where  I  am^  that  they  m'ay " 
lehold  my  glory  which  thou  haft  given  me  s  for  thou  lovedft  - 
.  me  before  the  foundation  of  the  world.     The  words  ^  of 
our  text  naturally  lead  us  to  take  a  view  of  the  higheft 
and  deepeft  a6l  of  grace  towards  the  eleft  of  God, 
which  mounts  to  the  higheft  pinnacle   of  glory  that 
it  was  poffible  for  them  to  be  raifed  unto ;  I  mean, 
union,  real  and  aftual  union,  with  the  Son  of  God, 
confidered  as  God-man ;  who,  as  fuch,  is  the  fellow 
of  the  Lord  of  Hofts.     And  that  I  may  deliver  my- 
felf  the  more  fully  and  clearly,  I  muft  obferve,  that 
this  is  a  fubjc8:  of  pure  revelation,  and  contains  the 
utmoft  and    ultimate   defigns  of  Jehovah's    grace. 
In  order    therefore   to  launch   into    this    boundlefs 
ocean,    which    is    too    vaft    fot*    the    higheft  angel 
or   faint  in  glory  fully   to    comprehend,    we   muft 
attend  clofely  unto   what  is   revealed   and  declared 
on    this    fubjeQ:   by    our    Lord     in     this    chapter. 
He  prays  in  the  verfes   immediately  preceding  the 
text,  for  the  open  manifeftation  of  the  union  which 
was  between  him  and  his  ele£l,    which  is   in  itfelf 
wonderful  and  indiflbluble ;  which  unioQ  is  the  fun- 
damental  blefling,    the  fountain,  and   fpring   of  all 
other  bleflings;   and  which  our  Lord  fpeaks  of- to 


Mi  the  Behalf  (f  the  ghen  Ones.  8c 

his  Divine  Father  thus,  /  in  tbem^  and  ibm  in  me^  that 
they  may  he  made  perfeS  in  one^  and  that  the  world  may 
know  that  thou  haft  fent  me^  and  haft  loved  them  as  thou 
baft  loved  me.  In  which  words  we  have  the  pedigree 
of  our  union  difcovered.  As  firft,  the  Father  is  in 
Chrift,  and  then  Chrift  is  in  believers.  This  fcrip- 
ture,  in  my  view,  makes  the  eternal  and  incomprehen- 
fible  union  of  the  three  coequal  and  coeternal  perfons 
in  the  felf-exiftent  godhead,  the  pattern  and  founda- 
tion of  it.  There  are  Three  which  bear  record  in  heaven^ 
she  Father^  the  IVord^  and  the  Hofy  Ghoft^  ajtd  ihefe  three 
are  one  in  effence,  equal  iti  power  and  glory.  And  the 
divine  perfonsi  have  a  mutual  inbeing  in  each  other, 
in  mutual  love  and  delight,  and  in  poiTeflion  of  oite 
common  and  equal  glory.  And  as  nothing  can  add  to 
God's  effential  bleffednefs,  fo  nothing  out  of  God  can 
be  a  motive  unto  him ;  and  therefore  if  it  be  his  plea- 
fure  to  go  forth  into  creature  afts,  his  fupreme  fove- 
reign  will  muft  be  the  fole  caufe,  and  his  own  glory 
mull  be  bis  ultimate  end  and  defign.  And  this  '\% 
aflerted  in  Scripture,  Thou  haft  created  all  things^  and  for 
thy  pleqfure  they  are  and  were  created^  Rev.  iv.  ii. 
The  Lord  hath  fnade  all  things  for  himfelf  Prov.  xvi. 
4*  which  was  his  fole  and  fupreme  motive.  Who  hath 
firft  given  unto  bim^  and  it  Jhall  he  recompenfed  unto  him 
again.  For  of  him^  and  through  him,  and  to  him  are  all 
things:  to  whom  he  glory  for  ever.  Amen.  Rom.  xi. 
35,  g6.  The  principal  glory  he  defigns  to  himfelf  in 
the  eleSion  of  his  people,  is  the  manifeftation  of  the 
gloiy  of  his  grace.  Now  in  the  vaft  heart  of  God  it 
was  hii  fovereiga  will  and  pleafure  to  lay  his  coequal 
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Son  as  the  foundation  of  all  his  decrees,  purpoles^and 
defigns.     He  chofe  and  appointed  him,  in  whom,  as 
fecpndperfon  in  the  trinity,  all  the effential  fulnefs  of 
the  godhead  dwelt,  to  be  the  head  of  the  whole  eleftion 
of  grace.     /  was^  fays  Chrift,  fet  up  from  everlqfting^ 
from  the  legimdtig^  or  ever  the  earth  was,    Prov,  viii. 
23.  which  words  refer  to  his  being  fet  up  in  his  office- 
charafler  and  capacity,   as   God-man  mediator — the 
head  of  his  body  the  church.     He  exifted  from  ever- 
lafting  as  the  eternal  Son,  and  the  eflential  word  of 
God ;  and  he  was  fet  up  in  his  office-chara3er  and 
capacity  as  head  of  his  people,  and  bore  the  title  of 
God-man  from  everlafting  ;  and  the  elc6l  were  ehofen 
in  him  before  the  foundation  of  the  world.     £ph.  i.  4. 
^Chrift,  as  God-man,  was  the  objed;  of  ele£iion,  the 
head,  root,  and  foundation  of  the  ele£t«     He  hereby 
became  the  man,  the  fellow  of  the  Lord  of  Hofts, 
the  delight  of  the  Father^  who  ufhers  him  into  the 
wodd,  faying.  Behold  mineelelt^  in  whom  my  foul  delight- 
etb.    And  Chrift,  in  the  ~  8th  of  Proverbs,  tells  us, 
/  ivas  daily  2vV  deligbi^  fpeaking  of  his  Divine  Father. 
And  adds,  aftonifhing  grace  i    My  delights  were  with 
thefons  of  men,   ver .  3 1 .     Chrift,  who  in  his  peribn 
is  by  nature  eifentially  God,   the  incomprehenfible 
Jehovah,   is  now  to  be  confidered  by  us  as  God- 
man  :    in  this  view  of  him,  he  is  the  brightnefs  of  the 
Father's  glory,  and  the  exprefs  image  of  his  perfon;  ia 
whom  God  the  Father  could  behold  with  unfpeakable 
pleafure  and  delight,  all  his  perfe6lions  difplayed— - 
his    glory  difcovered  to   the    uttermoftT^and  view 
h\i^  ele£l  with  everlafting  pleafure  and  fatisfa^ioiu 
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jcfus  Chrift  is  the  foundation  in  eleftion,  all  the  eleft 
being  chofen  by  the  Father  in  him,  were  laid  upon 
himy  and  are  one  with  him  frotn  everlafting,  He^ 
the  head,  and  they,  his  members ;  and  this  laid  the 
foundation  for  his  furetifhip-engagements  with  the 
Father  on  their  behalf.  He  is  ftyled  by  the  apoftle, 
the  head  of  the  church  :  he  was  their  head  in  eternal 
ele&ion ;  and  they,  by  their  fall  in  Adam,  being  in  a 
ftate  of  fin  and  mifery,  he  undertook  and  became 
their  Saviour  from  it.  The  Scriptures  treat  of 
thefe  three  wonderful  and  incomprehenfible  unions* 
Firft,  of  the  union  of  the  three  divine  perfons  in  the 
Godhead.  Secondly,  of  the  union  of  our  nature  with 
the  perfon  of  Chrift  the  Son  of  God.  And  thirdly, 
of  the  union  of  Chrift's  perfon  as  God-man  unto  thb 
perfons  of  the  cleft ;  upon  the  account  of  which  union 
it  is  that  God  loves  the  eleft  as  he  does  Chrift  himfelf. 
Tbou  hq/i  loved  them  as  thou  haft  Idfved  me :  and  this 
union  is  real  and  eternal,  and  will  iflue  in  eternal 
glory.  So  then,  there  is  not  only  an  effential  union 
between  the  Father  and  the  Son  as  they  are  one  in 
eflence,  but  there  is  a  union  between  the  Father  and 
Chrift  as  mediator,  and  Chrift  is  the  medium  of  our 
union  with  God ;  and  both  the  Father's  union  with 
Chrift,  and  his  with  us,  are  for  our  perfeftion ;  becaufc, 
whatfoever  grace  Chrift  hath,  by  virtue  of  his  union 
W  mediator  with  the  Father,  is  to  be  communicated 
unto  us,  according  to  our  neceflity.  "  It  hath  pleafed 
the  Father  to  treafure  up  all  grace  and  glory  for  us  in 
our  living  and  everlafting  head.  Our  life  is  hid  with 
Cbrijt  in  God.    And  from  our  union  with  Chrift  flows 
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communion.  In  confequencc  of  it,  we  partake  of  all 
the  benefits  of  his  undertakings  for  us,  and  (hall  enjoy 
uninterrupted  fellowfhip  with  him  in  heaven  through- 
out eternity. 

Now  it  is  the  utmoft  bleflednefs  of  grace  which  the 
cleft  are  to  enjoy,  and  which  Chrifl  makes  mention  of 
in  the  words  of  our  text.  Nothing  will  content  the 
heart  of  Chrift,  but  that  his  church  and  people  fhould 
be  brought  unto,  and  pofTeffed  of  (he  utmoft  blifs: 
and  this  is  to  be  continued  unto  them,  and  enjoyed 
by  them  for  ever.  Father^  I  zvill  that  they  alfo  whom 
iboti  haft  given  me  be  with  me  where  I  amy  that  they  may 
behold  my  glory  which  thou  hajl  ghen  me :  for  thou  lovedji 
me  before  the  foundation  of  the  world.  Thefe  words  con- 
tain  the  ftrength  of  Chrift's  love,  and  the  uttermoft  of 
his  defire;  and  nothing  fhort  of  this,  of  feeing  all  his 
people  in  glory,  and  prefenting  them  before  his  Fa- 
ther, faying,  Ijo^  /,  and  the  children  whicp  thou  haft 
given  me^  will  fatisfy  his  heart,  and  give  him  true  com- 
placency. Thefe  words  difcover  what  the  heart  of 
Chrift  is  towards  us,  now  that  he  is  entered  into 
eternal  glory ;  for  when  he  uttered  thefe  words,  he  had 
a  view  of  the  glory  he  was  about  to  poffefs :  and  yet, 
as  though  heaven  would  be  no  heaven  to  him,  except 
he  had  all  the  travail  of  his  foul,  the  purchafe  of 
his  blood  with  him  in  glory,  he  fpeaks  to  his  Divine 
Father,  not  in  a  fupplicitory,  but  in  an  authoritative 
manner^  Father^  I  will^  that  they  alfo  whom  thou  b^ 
given  me^  be  with  me  where  I  am,  that  they  may  behold 
mygbry*  In  attempting  further  to  open  and  explain 
Ihis  truly  great  and  fublime  palfage,  I  fhall  cndea* 


.# 


«;?  the  Behalf  of  the  given  Ones.  85 

.  vour  to  fliew  what 'this  glory  is  which  Chrift  demandsi 
for  hi*  people.  And  indeed  the  words  may  be  confi- 
dered  as  a  demand  ^  as  it  is  upon  the  footing  of  the 
everlafling  tranfaftions  which  had  been  between  his 
Father  and  himfelf,  and  upon  the  performance  of  his 
covenant-engagements,  that  he  thus  addrefled  his  Di- 
vine Father.  This  is  clear  from  the  whole  of  the  chap- 
ter. And  it  is  likewife  plainly  difcovered,  that  the. 
whole  of  his  undertakings  and  work  was  folely  for  the 
iake,  and  upon  the  account  of  thofe  eleft  perfons  whom 
the  Father  had  given  to  him,  and  for  whom  he  became 
incarnate.  And  this  he  carefully  obfcrves,  and  ufes 
as  a  motive  which  he  knew  would  work  upon  his 
Father's  heart.  He  had  before  in  this  prayer  laid, 
^ine  they  were^  and  thou  gaveji  them  me  2  and  he  now 
again  will  be  fure  to  obferve  it ;  which  leads  us  natu- 
rally to  make  this  obfervation,  that  Chrift's  intercef- 
fion  extends  its  iofluence  no  further,  nor  for  any  otheri 
than  thofe  whom  he  died  for.  His  interceflion  is 
founded  upon  his  oblation.  The  high  pried  under  the 
law,  was  to  bring  a  cenfer  full  of  burning  coals,  taken 
frooi  off  the  brazen  altar,  and  incenfe  in  his  hands,  and 
put  it  upon  the  fire  before  the  Lord,  within  the  vail,  that 
the'  cloud  of  the  incenfe  might  cover  the  mercy-feat. 
Levit.  xvi.  1 2, 1 3.  Now  as  the  high  prieft  going  into  the 
holy  of  hojies  after^the  facrifice,  was  a'  type  of  Chrift's 
afcenlion  after  he  had  offered  himfelf  upon  the  crofs; 
fo  the  blood  he  was  to  fprinkle  was  a  type  of  Chrift's 
blood;  and  the  incenfe  he  was  to  kindle,  burn,  and 
fume  between  the  cherubims,  was  a  reprefentation  of 
thrift's  interceffion  in  heaven  :  and  the  burning  coals 
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taken  from  off  the  altar  of  burnt  offering,  fignified 
not  only  that  Chrift's  execution  of  his  prieftly  office  in 
heaven,  was  founded  upon  the  facrifice  of  himfelf 
upon  earth;  but  likewife  that  the  fame  everlafting 
love  which  he  manifefled  towards  his  people  in  laying 
down  his  life  for  them,  is  fo  far  from  being  abated 
by  all  the  forrows  and  fufFerings  he  has  undergone 
and  endured  for  his  people,  that  he  is  moved  and 
aQuated  by  the  fame  love  which  he  had  in  his  heart 
when  he  made  his  foul  an  offering  for  fin,  to  plead 
their  caufe  in  the  holiefl  above.  In  our  further  at- 
tempting to  explain  the  text,  I  would  firfl  endeavour 
to  fpeak  of  what  this  glory  is  which  Chrift  here  d^^ 
mands,  and  lignifies  unto  his  Divine  Father,  that  it  is 
his  will  his  people  (hould  behold,  and  which  he  calk 
my  glory:  and  thefe  words  of  our  Lord,  ver.  5, 
may  ferve  to  be  a  guide  unto  us.  He  had  there  ut- 
tered himfelf  thus.  And  tmv^  O  Father^  glorify  tbou  me 
with  the  glory  which  I  had  with  thee  before  the  world  was^ 
And  what  this  glory  was  mufl  be  the  fubjeft  of  our 
prefent  inquiry,  Now  in  the  firft  place,  he  had  the 
elfential  glories  of  the  Deity,  as  the  Son  of  God — a 
glory  which  was  effentially  and  underivativcly  pof- 
feffed  by  him,  and  which  glory  was  not  given  him, 
nor  layed  down  by  him ;  nor  was  it  to  be  begged  for : 
for  our  adorable  Jefus  is  Jehovah  by  nature,  the 
felf-fubfifling,  and  the  all-fufficient  God ;  and  the 
glory  of  his  Godhead  he  could  not  part  with,  and 
therefore  it  is  not  his  efTential  gtory  he  here  fpeaks  of. 
But,  fecondly,  the  glory  here  fpoken  of,  is  the  gloiy 
which  belongs  to  Chrift  as  God-man^  a  glory  due  to 
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Us  perfon  as  thus  confidered.  It  is  a  perfonal  glory 
due  unto  him  and-given  unto  him.  To  fpeak  more 
M\y  in  the  words  of  Dr.  Goodwin :  "  It  is  the  glory 
•*  of  the  very  Godhead  dwelling  perfonally  in  him^ 
^  breaking  forth  in,  and  ihining  through  his  human 
**  nature.  As  if  the  fun,  being  encompafled  with  a 
^  cafe  of  cryftal,  how  glorious  would  that  cryftal 
•'  be !  a  glory,  fuch  as  is  only  worthy  to  appear  in 
^^  him  that  is  one  perfon  with  God.  This  is  the 
^  greateft  and  higheft  glory,  as  well  as  myftery,  God 
^  manifefted  in  the  flefh,  feen  of  angels,  taken  up 
"  into  glory.**  This  glory  that  was  thus  due  to  the 
perfon  of  Chrift  as  God-man,  is  the  glory  which  he 
had  by  defign  and  appointment;  and  which,  as  he 
bore  the  title  and  charader  of  God-man,  lie  had  with 
the  Father  before  the  world  was ;  and  it  was  this  glory 
Chrift  laid  alide,  and  emptied  himfelf  of,  and  which 
the  Scriptures  treat  fo  largely  of.  For  it  was  a  right 
and  due  belonging  to  the  human  nature  which  the  Son 
of  God  in  wondrous  grace  affumed,  to  have  been 
immediately  exalted  and  glorified  in  heaven.  But, 
itt  order  to  perform  the  mediatory  work,  and  aft  in  a 
mediatorial  charafter  and  capacity,  our  adorable  head, 
the  God-man,  Jefus,  Jehovah,  humbled  himfelf; 
and  though  he  was  rich,  (for  all  the  fulnefs  of  the  God- 
head dwelt  in  him)  yet  for  our  fakes  he  became  poor, 
that  we,  through  his  poverty,  might  be  rich.  Over 
and  above  Chrift's  glory,  as  Jehovah  effentially,  as 
God- man,  in  whom  all  the  fulnefs  of  the  Godhead  dwel- 
leth  bodily,  or  fubftantially,  he  has  an  acquired  glory, 
rcfulting  from  his  work  of  mediation,  confidered  both 

G4 


88  Cbrijfs  Demand  of  bis  Father 

as  an  head,  and  a  redeemer  of  his  church  and  people; 
and  therefore  my  interpretation  of  the  glory  Chrift 
prays  for  on  hJs  own  behalf,  and  wills  for  his  people, 
is,  that  the  glory  of  his  perfon  as  God-man  may  ap- 
pear, and  the  glories  of  his  mediatorOiip  be  difco* 
vered,  and  he  be  poffeffed  of  it,  alfo  that  his  people 
may  behold  him  in  his  perfonal  and  mediatorial  glo- 
ries in  which  he  (hines  within  the  vail :  to  this 
may  be  added,  that  the  appearance  of  Ghrift  be- 
fore his  incarnation,  gives  fome  intimation  of  it.  In 
the  6th  chapter  of  Ifaiah^  the  prophet  fays.  In  the 
year  that  king  th^Tdah  died^  I  Jaw  alfo  the  Lord  Jitting 
upon  a  throne^  high  and  lifted  up^  and  his  train  filled  th^ 
temple.  Above  (or  about  it)  Jiood  the  feraphims^  each  one 
had  fix  wings  ;  zvitb  twain  be  covered  his  face^  and  with 
twain  he  cornered  his  feet ^  and  with  twain  he  did  fly.  And 
one  cried  unto  another  and  faid^  Hofy^  holy^  holy^  is  the 
Lord  of  ho/is ^  the  whole  earth  is  full  of  his  glory.  And 
that  that  prophecy  and  vifion  referred  to  him  as 
God  manifefted  in  the  flcfli,  is  evident  from  Chrift's 
own  application  thereof  to  himfelf,  as  prophetically 
fpoken  of  him  who  was  to  come.  TTsefe  things  f aid  Efais 
when  he  faw  his  glory  and  fpake  of  him,  John  xii.  4 1 . 
And  the  apoftle  John,  fpeaking  for  hinifelf  and  other 
apoftles,  fays,  IVe  beheld  his  glory^  the  glory  as  of  the 
only  begotten  of  the  Father^  full  of  grace  and  truth.  And 
Peter,  who  was  prefent  when  the  glory  of  the  Godhead 
darted  its  rays  through  the  manhood,  breaks  forth, 
faying,  We  were  eye-witneffes  of  his  Majejiy,  And  I 
apprehend  it,  and  therefore  fpeak  it,  that  Chrift  will 
be  the  fole  medium  in  heaven  by  whom  we  (hall 
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enjoy  God,  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghoft,  to  the 
uuermoft  pcrfedion  of  blifs  and  happinefs ;  and  there* 
fore  our  beholding  the  perfonal  glories  of  Chrift, 
our  feeing  and  beholding  him  face  to  face;  in  this  will 
confifl  the  beatific  vifion.  In  him  God  will  be  to  uf 
all  in  all ;  and  what  higher  felicity  can  be  thought  of? 
What  greater  blefTednefs  can  we  partake  of,  than  to 
behold,  gaze  upon,  and  enjoy  God  in  Chrift?  To 
fee  all  the  glories  of  the  Deity  fhining  forth  in  the  per* 
fon  of  God-man  ?  Having  very  faintly  endeavoured 
to  give  an  hint  of  what  I  apprehend  to  be  the  meaning 
of  the  glory  of  Chrift,  fpoken  of  in  the  text,  I  proceed 
toconfider  how  the  faints  become;  entitled  to  a  fight  of 
it ;  and  this,  I  could  venture  to  affirm,  is  theirs  ia 
confequence  of  their  union  with  the  perfon  of  Chrift; 
and  which  I  think  may  be  gathered  from  the  words  of 
the  text.  For  the  argument  or  motive  that  Chrift 
urges  is  this,  For  thou  Ityvedji  me  before  the  foundation  (f  th^ 
world.  Now  Chrift  was  loved  in  his  eledion  from 
everlafting,  and  the  eleQ;  with  him,  and  they  were 
chofen  in  him,  and  out  of  that  love  were  given  unto 
him ;  ^nd  to  what  end^  or  for  what  purpofe  ?  Even 
to  behold^  admire,  and  adore  him  in  his  perfon  and 
glory,  that  being  what  they  were  ordained  for,  more 
than  for  their  own  glory:  and  which  he  mentions 
not,  for  it  arifeth  from  their  beholding  his,  and 
was  ordained  for  his.  ^^  And  if  it  be  afked  what 
"  glory  is  it  of  Chrift's  they  are  to  behold,  the  aa- 
*•  fwer  is,  the  glory  of  his  perfon,  firft  abfolutely  dc- 
*'  creed  him,  which  is  the  heighth  of  his  glory  in  hea- 
"  ven,  where  it  is  they  are  ordained  to  behold  it/  Hu 
Goodwinu    And  Chrift  refolves  God's  loving  and 
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knowledges,  with  fliame  and  confufion  of  face^  his 
own  fins,  and  the  fins  of  his  people.  His  confeflion  of 
fin,  in  verfes  5,  6,  is  very  partictilar :  he  there  vindi- 
cates God's  juftice,  acknowledging  the  fins  of  his  peo- 
ple, as  the  j aft  caufe  and  reafon  of  the  judgments  the 
X^ord  had  righteoufly  inflided  upon  them.  In  verfe 
9, he  begins  to  plead  God's  mercies;  and  at  laft  con- 
eludes,  in  begging  that  God  iji'ould  caufe  his  face  iofhine 
upon  bis  fan£iuaYy^  that  is,  upon  his  church,  for  ibe 
Lord^sfake^  that  is,  for  the  MeflialVs  fake.  And  having 
mentioned  this  as  a  moft  prevailing  motive,  he  is  drawn 
out  to  pray  with  very  great  importunity  in  verfes  18, 
19.  And  we  have  the  remarkable  anfwer  which  the 
Lord  was  pleafed  to  give  this  his  fervant  in  the  twen- 
tieth and  following  verfes.  And  while  I  wasfpeaking 
and  prayings  and  cotf effing  myfin^  and  the  fin  of  my  people 
Ifrael^  and  prefenting  viy  fupplication  before  the  Lord  nry 
Cod^  for  the  holy  mountain  of  my  God,  (that  is,  for  the 
church  called  the  holy  mountain,  becaufe  it  was  built 
upon  mount  Zion,  and  it  was  holy,  becaufe  it  was 
God's  habitation).  2>j,  whiles  I  wasfpeaking  in  prayer^ 
even  the  man  Gabriel^  (it  was  not  a  man,  but  an  angd 
who  appeared  in  the  form  of  a  man)  whom  I  badfeen 
in  the  vtfion  at  the  beginnings  being  caufed  to  fly  fwiftly^ 
touched  me  about  the  time  of  the  evening  oblation.  There 
were  two  Iambs  offered  every  day,  one  in  the  morn- 
ing, and  the  other  in  the  evening  and  they  were  typi- 
cal of  the  lamb  of  God,  which  hath  taken  away  the 
fin  of  the  world.  And  Daniel  had  this  vifion  about 
the  time  of  the  evening-  facrifice,  which  might  be  an 
item  to  him,  and  ought  to  be  fo  to  us,  that  our 
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prayers  are  accepted  and  anfwercd,  only  upon  the 
account  of  the  facrifice  and  interceffion  of  Jefus 
Chrift.  And  he  informed  me^  that  is,  the  angel  in- 
formed Daniel,  and  talked  with  me^  andjajd^  O  Daniel^ 
I  am  7iqw  come  forth  to  give  thee  Jkill  and  underjianding. 
At  the  beginning  of  thy  fupplications  the  commandjnent  came 
forth.  Very  likely  the  commandment  of  Cyrus,  to 
give  the  Jews  leave  to  return  to  their  own  land,  and 
to  build  the  temple  of  the  Lord,  had  that  very  morn- 
ing been  given  forth.  And^  I  am  come  to  Jhew  thee, 
for  thou  art  greatly  belcrved^  therefore  underjiand  the  mat- 
ter^ and  confider  the  vijlon.  Seventy  weeks  are  determined 
upon  thy  people^  and  upon  thy  holy  city^  to  finijb  the 
transgre£ion^  and  to  make  an  end  offin^  and  to  make  recon- 
ciliation for  iniquity^  and  to  bring  in  everlafting  righteouf 
nefs^  and  to  feal  up  the  vifion  and  prophecy^  and  to  anoint 
the  mojl  holy.  The  angel  had  addreffed  Daniel  under 
the  title  of  greatly  beloved,  and  by  the  meflage  he 
brought  him,  he  appeared  to  be  greatly  beloved  in- 
deed :  for  how  could  the  Lord's  love  be  more  clearly 
manifefled  unto  him  than  by  hearing  his  prayer,  and 
fending  him  an  immediate  anfwer,  and  fuch  an  one  as 
contained  a  clufter  of  ineftimable  mercies,  mercies  of 
a  fpiritual,  and  of  an  eternal  nature  and  duration,  the 
bleffings  of  which  would  be  felt  upon  earth,  and  en- 
joyed in  heaven.  The  words  of  our  text  may  be  con- 
fidercd  as  a  confirmation  of  the  promife  of  the  Mef- 
fiah's  coming,  of  the  time  of  his  coming,  and  the 
vork  to  be  performed  by  him.  He  was  to  finifh 
tranrgreffion,  to  make  an  end  of  fin,  to  make  recon- 
cilii|Uon  iFoT  iniquity,  and  to  bring  in  everlafting  righ- 
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teoufnefs.  Jefas  Chrift  was  the  great  and  grand  fub* 
je£l  and  end  of  all  prophecy*  To  him  gave  all  the  pro- 
phets witnefs.  They  bore  teftimony  concerning  him, 
as  the  Son  of  God — as  one  of  the  coetemal  perfons  in 
the  Godhead,  who  had  covenanted  with  his  Father  to 
be  the  furety  of  his  people,  and  who  was  to  become 
incarnate,  and  to  be  cut  off  by  the  fword  of  divine 
juftice  for  the  fins  of  his  people.  They  gave  witnefs 
unto  his  fufferings  and  death,  and  fpoke  of  the  glory 
that  fliould  follow,  as  the  confequence  thereof;  how^ 
>that  the  Meffiah  being  wounded  for  the  tranfgrellioDs 
of  his  people,  and  having  made  his  foul  an  oSering 
for  fin,  he  fhould  be  raifed  from  the  grave,  and  be 
exalted  as  Mediator  at  God's  right  hand;  from  whence 
he  fliould  flied  abroad  abundantly  the  Holy  Ghoft 
upon  his  apoflles,  and  render  his  gofpel,  and  the 
preaching  of  it,  efFeftual  to  the  pulling  down  the 
firong  holds  of  fin  and  Satan,  and  bringing  his  own 
people  to  the  knowledge  and  aqknowledgment  of  him. 
The  prophets  with  one  voice  bear  their  teftimony, 
that  through  his  moft  precious  blood-fliedding,  the 
pardon  of  fin  would  be  obtained  and  beftowed,  as 
the  fruit  of  it ;  and,  that  through  his  name,  whofo- 
cver  believeth  in  him,  fhould  receive,  as  the  gift  of 
God*s  free  grace,  remiffion  of  fins.  Indeed^  the 
ivords  of  our  text  contain  the  fum  and  fubftance  of 
the  glad-tidings  of  the  everlafting  gofpel.  And  here 
we  have  firft,  the  time  marked  out  for  the  Meffiah's 
coming.  The  Lord  had  been  pleafed  to  promife  to 
fend  his  people  a  Saviour,  a  great  one,  who  fliould 
deliver  them.     He  had  made  known  by  his  fervant 
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Ifaiah,  that  Chriflr  {hould  be  born  of  a  virgin,  and  that 
he  Ihould  come  from  Jefle's  withered  flock;  by 
the  prophet  Micah,  that  Bethlehem  fhould  be  the 
place  of  his  birth ;  and  by  the  prophet  Daniel,  he  ig 
pleafed  to  declare  the  exaft  time  of  his  coming,  Ar- 
"venty  weeks  are  determined  upon  thy  people^  and  upon  thy 
holy  city.  By  thefe  feventy  weeks,  we  are  not  to  un- 
derftand  weeks  of  days,  but  weeks  of  years,  and  thefe 
feventy  weeks  make  490  years  y  during  this  fpace  of 
iime,  the  Jews,  through  the  liberty  given  them  by 
Cyrus,  were  to  return  unto  their  own  land.  They 
were  now  in  Babylon,  and  God  had  foretold  by  the 
prophet  Ifaiah,  that  he  would  r^ife  up  Cyrus,  whom 
he  calls  his  fhepherd,  Ifa.  xliv.  28.  who  was  to  huild 
the  city  of  Jerufalem  ;  that  is,  caufe  it  to  be  builded, 
andbe^  fays  Jehovah,  /hall  let  go  my  captives^  (that  is, 
the  Jews,  who  were  at  that  time  captives  in  Babylon, 
and  this  was  to  be  done  freely)  not  for  price ^  nor  re^  . 
"wardy  faith  the  Lord  of  Ho/Is.  And  this  prophecy  con- 
cerning Cyrus,  was  given  out,  and  he  was  prophefied 
of  by  name  more  than  200  years  before  his  birth. 
The  Jews  were  to  return  unto  their  own  land,  build 
the  city  and  temple  at  Jerufalem;  and  from  the  going 
forth  of  the  decree  granted  by  Cyrus  to  do  this,  to  the 
Meffiah's  coming,  was  to  be  about  the  ipace  of  490 
years :  at  which  time  Chrifl  was  to  aflume  man's  na- 
ture, appear  in  the  fecond  temple  as  was  prophefied 
of  by  Haggai,  perform  the  great  work  of  man's  falva- 
tion,  and  fulfil  ali  the  types  and  prophecies  concerning 
faimfelf.  We  will  next  confider  the  great  work  which 
the  Meffiah  was  to  do,  and  this  our  text  tells  us  was 
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tofinijh  the  tranfgrejjion^  to  make  an  end  tf  Jtns^  \&  fHaki 
reconciliaiian  for  iniquity^  and  to  bring  in  everlafting  rrgbte- 
mjnefs.     In  the  council  of  the  Eternal  Trinity,  it  was 
decreed  and  appointed  that  Mefliah  fliould  be  cut  off, 
but  not  for  himfelf.     And  Jefus,  who  is  Jehovah, 
and,  in  the  Godhead,  coequal  and  coeternal  with  the 
Father  and  the  Holy  Ghoft,  was  gracioufly  pleafed  to 
engage  on  the  behalf  of  his  people  for  their  falvation. 
He  who  is  the  brightnefs  of  his  Father's  glory,  and 
theexprefs  image  of  hisperfon,  in  whom  all  thefulnefs 
(^  the  Godhead  dwelleth  fubflantially,  was  pleafed,  is 
the  fulnefs  of  time,  to  take  hold  of  the  nature  of  his 
pec^Ie,  and,  by  the  affumption  of  it,  to  come  into  the 
world  in  order  to  fave  his  people  from  their  fids.    The 
Eternal  Father  prepared  a  body  for  him ;  the  Holy 
Ghoft  formed  it  in  the  virgin's  womb;  Chrift,  the 
Eternal  Son  of  God,  aflumed  it  into  perfonal  union 
with  his  own  perfbn ;  and  in  our  nature,  which  Chrift 
iQumed^  he  was  pleafed  to  fulfil  and  perform  all  that 
was  written  concerning  him.     Behold  this  wonder  of 
wonders !  The  great  God,  glorious  in  holinefs  :  bom 
of  a  finful  virgin,  born  in  the  likenefs  of  finful   fleft, 
made  under  the  law^  and  taking  upon  him  to  fulfil  and 
perform  the  whole,  and  the  utmoft  demands  of  it ! 
Jefus  Chrift,  as  to  his  human  nature,  was  perfedly 
holy;  and  as  our  great  highprieft,  he  was  hotinejs  wrh 
the  Lord.    There  was  nothing  in  his  heart  but  w» 
perfeftly  agreeable    to  the  law  of  God.     And  this 
divine  Saviour  and  furety,  who  was  God  and  mani  in 
the  perfon  of  one  Chrift,  was  pleafed  to  perform  the 
following  work — to  fini/b  the  iranfgreJjSm.    Now  here 
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let  us  inquire  how  Chrift  did  this  ?  He  did  it  in  the 
following  way :  he  was  the  furety  of  his  people,  put 
himfelf  in  thgir  law -place,  room,  and  Head;  and,  as 
their  prieft,  he  prefented  himfelf  before  the  Lord,  and 
the  Father  laid  their  iniquities,  tranfgreffions,  and  fins 
upon  him.  He,  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  bore  them 
in  his  body  upon  the  tree.  And,  as  on  the  great 
day  of  atonement,  obferved  by  the  Lord's  command 
among  the  Jews  once  a  year,  the  high  prieft  laid  both 
his  hands  on  the  head  of  thj^fcape  goat,  and  confeffed 
over  him  all  the  iniquities  of  the  children  of  Ifrael^  and  all 
their  tranfgrejjions  in  all  their  Jins^  putting  them  upon  the 
bead  of  the  goat :  (fee  Levit.  xvi.  ver.  21.)  fo  God  the 
Father  laid  help  upon  one  that  is  mighty  to  bear  the 
fins  of  his  people;  and  upon  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift, 
he  laid  the  fins,  iniquities,  and  tranfgreffions  of  his 
people.  He  took  off  from  their  perfons  all  their  ori- 
ginal guilt  and  a6lual  tranfgreftions,  and  laid  them 
upon  Chrift,  the  antitype  of  the  fcape  goat.  And  as 
the  goat  carried  away  their  fins  into  a  land  not  inha- 
bited, fo  Chrift,  by  his  death,  removed  the  fins  of  his 
people,  and  bore  them  away  by  his  facrifice  out  of  the 
fight  of  God.  He  has,  fays  the  apoftle,  Hebrews  ix. 
ver.  26^  put  away  Jin  by  the  facrifice  of  himfelf ;  and,  in 
confequence  of  Chrift's  bearing  the  tranfgreffion  of 
his  people,  and  finiftiing  it  by  his  life  and  death,  the 
Pfalmift,  in  the  103d  Pfalm,  faith,  As  far  as  the  Eajl  is 
from  the  fVefl^  fo  far  hath  he  removed  our  iranfgrejfwns 
ftom  us.  Jefus  Chrift  himfelf  alone  upon  the  crofs 
finifhed  tranfgreffion.  He  made  a  full  fatisfaBion 
unto  divine  juftice  for  it.     He  endured  the  curfe  and 
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\mih  of  God  due  unto  it ;  and  he  faid,  //  is  jimfibeL 
The  whole  will  of  his  Divine  Father  wasfulhlled  and 
finiflied  by  him.     All  the  types  and  prophecies  re-, 
ceived  their  perfeft  accomplifliment   in  him.     The 
tranfgreffion  of  his  people  was  finiflied  in  him,  he  bear- 
ing it,  and  enduring  the  curfe  due  unto  it;  fo  that 
hereby  he  for  ever  delivered  his  people  from  con- 
'  demnation.     He  was  likewife  to  make  an  end  of  fins. 
This  he  did,  and  how  he  did  it,  the  apoftle  tells  us^  it 
was  iy  tbefacrifice  of  himjelf.     Chrift^  fays  he,  once  in  the 
end  of  the  world  both  appeared  to  put  anjoayfm  hy  tbefacri- 
fice of'bimfelf     His  eternal  Godhead  was  the  altar— 
his  human  nature  was  the  facrifice,  and  his  Deity  gave 
an  iniinite  and  everlalling  virtue  and  efficacy  to  the 
fiicrifice^  fo  that  it  was  a  facrifice  of  a  fweet  fmeliing 
favour.     The  perfume  of  it  filled  all  heaven  with  its 
divine  odour.     It  refreflied  the  heart  of  God  the  Fa- 
ther.   It  gave  infinite  and  everlafting  fatisfaftion;  and 
upon  the  account  of  it,  Jehovah^  the  Father,  fays, 
to  all  that  flee  t6  Jefus  for  refuge,  I  will  be  mercifid  to 
your  unrigbteoufnefsy  and  your  fins  and  your  iniquities  will  I 
remember  no  more.    He  hath  made  bim  to  be  fin  for  us,  who 
knew  no  fin^  that  we  might  be  made  the  rigbteonfnefs  of 
God  in  him.     ^Tbe  Lord  bath  laid  on  bim  the  iniquity  cfus 
all.     Chriji  died  for  our  fins.     He  fuffered  once  for  fin^  the 
jujlfor  the  unjuft.    He  was  wounded  for  our  tranfgrefJionS'^ 
he  was  bruifed  for  our  iniquities:  the  chajiifefnent  of  our 
peace  was  upon  bim.     He  bath  wajhed  us  frofn  our  fins  in 
his  own  blood.     And  by  his  one  offering  of  himfelf,  he 
hath  perfeftly  put  away  the  fins  of  his  people,  and 
made  an  end  of  themj  for  Chrift's  obedience  and 
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blood  hide  all  our  tranfgreffions  from  view.  He  was 
likewife  io  make  reconciliation  for  iniquity;  and  this  he  did 
by  die  fhedding  of  his  own  moft  precious  blood.  The 
apoftle  tells  us,  that  Chrift  is  our  peace:  and  how  our 
tmmanuel,  the  Prince  of  Peace,  did  this,  we  are  in- 
ifbrmed  in  the  firft  chapter  of  the  Coloffians,  and  at 
the  20th  verfe.  It  was,  through  the  blood  of  his  crofs. 
By  means  of  his  blood  ihcd  upon  the  crofs;  by  his 
blood-lhedding^  fufFerings,  and  death,  the  juftice  of 
God  was  perfeftly  fatisfied,  and  peace  was  made  be- 
tween God  and  man  by  the.  blood  of  the  everlafiing  cove- 
nant. A  paflage  way  is  hereby  made  into  the  holy  of 
holies.  God  is  pleafed  to  take  to  himfelf  the  high  ftyle 
and  title  of  the  God  of  peace:  and  the  Holy  Spirit,  by 
bringing  the  poor  (inner  to  believe  on  the  Lord  Jefus 
Chrift,  and  to  reft  upon  his  finifhed  work,  gives  the 
foul  hereby  to  enjoy  peace  with  God,  through  faith  iri 
Jefus  Chrift  our  Lord.  Chrift  was  likewife  io  bring 
in  everlafiing  righieoufnefs^  and  this  he  did  in  his  holy 
life,  and  which  he  finilhed  in  his  death.  The  holy 
law  of  God,  broken  by  the  fin  of  lAan,  Chrift  per- 
feftly  obeyed.  When  he  came  into  the  world,  he 
laid,  Lo^  I  come  to  do  thy  will^  0  God;  thy  law  is  HSithin 
my  heart.  And  the  God-man  was  in  heart  perfeflly  * 
holy — in  life,  perfeftly  fpotlefs.  He,  by  his  pbedi 
ence,  magnified  the  law,  and  made  it  everlaftingly 
honourable;  and  by  his  obedience,  he  brought  more 
glory  to  the  law,  than  though  all  the  angels  of  God, 
and  all.  mankind  had  perfeOtly  kept  it.  He  brought 
more  glory  to  divine  juftice,  by  his  fufFerings  and- 
deaths  than  (hough  fin   had  never  entered  into  the 
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world.  For  he  that  obeyed,  and  he  that  fuffered, 
,was  God  in  our  nature^  God  over  all  blejfed  for  ever; 
he,  in  whom  dwelt  all  the  fulnefs  of  the  Godhead 
bodily.  Here  was  Jehovah's  fellow,  whofe  name  is 
the  Lord  of  hofts,  obeying,  and  fuffcjing  in  o'urnature, 
and  making  his  foul  an  offering  for  fin.  And  Chrift's 
righteoufnefs,  being  the  righteoufnefs  of  him  who  is 
God,  is  hence  called  the  righteoufnefs  of  God^  Rom. 
X.  ver.  3.  And  it  is  the  righteoufnefs  of  God;  foraf- 
much  as  God  the  Father  appointed  it,  and  required 
it — God  the  Son  fulfilled  it,  and  God  the  Holy  Ghoft 
reveals  it,  and  fliews  the  bejiever  the  glory  thereof, 
and  helps  him  to  truft  in  Chrift  as  Jehovah  his  righte- 
oufnefs. It  is  faid  to  be  an  everlajiing  righteoufnefs ;  and 
it  is  the  only  garment  of  falvation,  the  only  robe  that 
can  adorn  our  fouls,  juftify  our  perfons,  and  prefent 
us  faultlefs  before  the  throne  of  God.  It  has  been 
thus  exhibited  by  the  Lord  in  the  revelation  he  has 
been  pleafed  to  make  of  himfelf  ever  fince  the  fall. 
And  as  it  is  the  only  righteoufnefs  of  the.  faints,  and 
continues  to  be  the  fame  throughout  all  ages,  it  may 
be  juftly  called  an  everlafting  righteoufnefs;  and  it 
may  well  be  called  everlafting  righteoufnefs,  as  it  was 
from  everlafting  prepared  and  provided  in  the  co- 
venant of  the  trinity;  and  as  it  will  continue  to  the 
days  of  eternity.  It  is  a  righteoufnefs  great  and  glo- 
rious, in  which  the  faints  fliine,  and  will  for  ever  fliine, 
with  glory,  luftre,  and  brilliancy,  before  the  xbrone. 
This  is  the  believer's  wedding  drefs.  In  this  moft 
perfeft  obedience  he  is  juftified  from  all  things.  In 
this  robe  the  Father  viewjs  him  all  glorious,  all  com- 
plete, without  fpot,  or  wrinkle,  or  any  fuch  thing. 
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Here  is,  as  the  great  Dr.  Goodwin  exprefles  it,  "  a 
*'  greater  and  a  more  tranfcendent  righteoufnefs,  than 
"  ever  appeared  either  in  the  law,  or  is  inherent  in  the 
"  angels.  For  if  all  their  righteoufneffes^ere  put  into 
**  one,  it  could  but  juftify  themfelves,  it  could  not 
**  fatisfy  for  the  leaft  breach  of  the  law  in  another. 
**  But  in  Chrift,  as  fet  forth  in  the  gofpel,  we  fee  a 
**  righteoufnefs  of  breadth,  that  it  is  able  to  cover  the 
*'  fins  of  millions  of  worlds — of  that  length  that  it 
**  reacheth  to  eternity ;  and  no  fin  in  God's  people 
*^  can  wear  it  out,  or  nullify  the  virtue  of  it.*' 
This  righteoufnefs  frees  the  believer  from  condemna- 
tion, and  lays  a  blefled  foundation  for  hope  in  God. 
Chrift  was  like  wife  to  feal  up  the  vifion  and  prophecy. 
All  that  God  had  fpoken  in  vilion  to  his  prophets, 
concerning  the  incarnation,  life,  and  death  of  his  co- 
equal and  coeternal  Son,  was  to  receive  in  Chrift  its 
utmoft  accomplifhment.  Now  the  bright  and  morn- 
ing ftar  appearing  in  him,  and  by  him,  all  God's  mind 
and  will  was  to  be  uttered  and  made  known,  and 
Chrift  was  to  be,  as  it  were,  the  feal  of  God's  truth 
and  gracious  declarations ;  and  the  promifes  of  God 
in  him  would  be  found  faithful  and  true,  yea^-and 
amen^  which  are  fome  of  the  great  words  of  God. 
When  he  fpeaks  of  his^  love  to  his  people,  he  fays, 
Tea^  I  have  lonjed  thee  with  an  everlafting  love;  and 
when  he  promifes,  he  fets  his  amen  unto '  them. 
And  all  the  promifes  of  God  in  him,  that  is  in 
Chrift,  are  yea  and  amen ;  and  Chrift  is  God's  amen. 
All  his  love  and  mercy  to  his  people  are  trea- 
fured  up  for  them  in    Chrift ;  all  his  promifes  are 
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made  unto  them  in  Chrift,  and  have  been  fuifillej 
unto  Chrift.  He  is  in  the  poffeflion  of  all  the  good 
.  contained  in  them ;  and  he  is  almighty  to  bellow  upon 
his  people  every  grace  and  blefling.  The  Father  ha^ 
fealed  Chrift  as  Head  and  Saviour  of  his  people.  He 
has  treafured  up  in  him  all  fulnefs ;  and  Chrift,  ^s  the 
,  head,  has  it  to  communicate  to  all  his  members :  and 
out  of  his  fulnefs  his  people  receive  grace  for  grace, 
Chrift,  as  God's  holy  one,  was  to  be  anointed :  by 
which  we  are  to  underftand  the  call  of  Chrift,  and  the 
fetting  him  apart  to  the  great  work  and  office  of  falva- 
tion.  He  is  in  the  text  called  the  mofi  boly^  in  allufion 
to  the  holy  of  holies.  And  indeed  he  is  the  naoft  holy^ 
and  has  been  celebrated  by  the  creatures,  the  fera- 
phims,  with  a  thrice  holy — Holy^  boly^  boly^  is  the  Lsri 
qf  bojis:  the  whole  earth  is  full  of  his  glory.  And  the 
cvangelift  John,  quoting  this  paffage  from  the  prophet, 
fays,  theje  things  feud  Ifdiahy  when  he  Jaw  his  (Chrift*s) 
glory  and /pake  of  him^  He  was  the  moft  holy ;  and  he^ 
the  moft  holy,  in  coQfiert  with  his  eternal  Father  and 
eternal  Spirit,  undertook  the  ^work  of  redemption. 
He,  as  Man,  Mediator,  was  anointed  with  all  the  un- 
meafurable  fulnefs  and  unftion  of  the  Spirit's  grace^^ 
and  this  moft  holy  and  infinitely  blefled  God-man  has 
done  all  things  well ;  and,  having  put  away  fin  by  the 
facrifice  of  himfelf,  he  is  entered  into  the  naoft  holy 
place,  where  h^  appears  before  the  throne  as  a  lamb 
newly  flain ;  and  where  he,  as  our  true  high  prieft, 
prefents  himfelf  as  the  everlafting  reprefentative  of 
his  chofen  ones,  wearing  their  names  upon  the  breaft- 
plate  of  his  hearty  and  appearing  in  the  prefence  of 
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God  for  them.  And,  as  the  high  prieft,  on  the  great 
day  of  atonement,  entered  by  means  of  the  blood  of 
the  facrifice  into  the  holy  of  holies:  fo  Chrift,  by 
means  of  his  own  blood,  entered  as  our  great  high 
prieft  into  heaven  itfelf,  there  to  appear  in  the  pre- 
fence  of  God  for  us.  And,  as  the  high  prieft  carried 
into  the  holy  of  holies  fome  fweet-finelling  incenie, 
and  fumed  it  between  the  Cherubims :  fo  Chrift,  by 
his  divine  interceflion  for  his  people  within  the  vail, 
perfumed  their  fervices,  and  in  him,  and  by  him,  they 
are  accepted.  And,  as  the  high  prieft,  when  he  came 
out  of  the  holy  of  holies,  ufed  to  blefs  the  people  in 
the  name  of  the  Lord :  fo  Jefus  Chrift,  the  great 
high  prieft  of  his  church  and  people,  bleffes  his  peo- 
ple from  heaven  with  fpiritual  bleflings ;  and  fends 
down  the  Holy  Ghoft  to  turn  them  from  their  iniqui- 
ties, to  convince  them  in  their  confciences  efFeClually 
of  fith  of  righteoufnefs^  '  and  of  judgment ;  and  to 
(hew  them  what  Jefus  has  done  and  fuffered;  and 
then  to  take  of  the  things  of  Chrift  and  fhew  them 
their  intereft  in  them.  And  when  our  great  High 
Prieft  fliall  come  out  of  the  holy  of  holies,  then  he  will 
lift  up  his  facred  hands,  and  blefs  all  his  people  in  the 
name  of  the  Lord,  faying  unto  them,  Come  ye  bkjfed 
of  my  Father^  inherit  the  kingdom  prepared  for  you  from  the 
foundation  of  the  world.  On  the  day  of  atonement,  after 
the  fcape^gqiat  had  carried  the  fins  of  the  people  into 
the  wildernefs,  and  the  high  prieft  had  ptrformed  the 
fervices  of  the  day,  the  jubilee  trumpet  ufed  to  be 
founded,  and  it  was  a  joyful  found  :  for  it  proclaimed 
liberty  unto  perfons  in  diftrefs.    And  in  confequeace 
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of  the  eternally  efficacious  atonement  which  Chrift  has 
made,  the  trumpet  of  the  gofpel  founds,  and  it  is  a  joy- 
ful found:  for  it  proclaims  pardon  and  peace,  life  and 
falvation,  freedom  and  liberty,  from  fin  and  Satan,  death 
and  hell,  through  the  facrifice  of  our  Lord  Jefus  CJirill. 
It  is  fuppofed  by  Grotius,  that  the  32d  Pfalm  was 
defigned  to  be  fung  on  the  great  day  of  atonement ;  and 
it  muft  be  allowed,  that  no  Pfalm  could  fuit  the  folem- 
nity  of  that  day  better:  for  it  begiiis  thus,  BkJJed  is 
be  whofe  tfanfgrejjion  is  forgiven^  and  wbofe  Jin  is  cO" 
vered,  BkJJed  is  the  man  unto  whm  the  Lord  imputetb 
not  iniquity.  Now,  that  this  was  exaSly  fuited  to  the 
fervice  of  this  day,  will  appear,  if  we  confider  that 
^hey  had  feen  by  faith,  in  a  type  and  figure,  their  fins 
laid  on  the  fcape  goat  and  carried  away  by  him,  and 
the  iniquity  of  the  land  thereby  removed :  and  there- 
fore they  might  well  fing,  Blejfed  is  he  wboje  tranfgrej" 
Jion  is  forgiven^  and  wboJe  fms  are  covered:  hkjfed  is  the 
man  unto  wbom  tbe  Lord  will  not  impute  Jin.  Now  there 
is  nothing  that  can  cover  or  hide  our  fins  from  the  eye 
of  God's  juftice,  but  the  blood  of  Chrift.  He  only  is 
our  propitiation,  which  word  fignifies  a  covering. 
The  mercy-feat  was  called  a  propitiatory,  becaufe  it 
covered  and  hid  what  was  contained  in  the  ark,  and 
the  Lord  was  reprefented  as  looking  down  upon  it. 
And,  the  ark  being  a  type  of  Chrift,  and  the  law,  the 
two  tables  of  the  covenant,  being  put  into  the  ark,  it 
typified  the  law  written  upon  Chrift's  heart,  and  ful- 
filled in  his  life,  and  the  mercy- feat  pointed  out  his 
expiatory  death :  fo  that  here,  in  a  figure  and  type, 
was  clearly  fet  forth  how  Jefus  hides  all  our  tranfgref- 
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fions  from  the  Father's  view.  That  his  blood  is  a  co- 
vering fo  thick,  that  God's  juftice  being  fatisfied  with 
the  fhedding  of  it,  and  God  himfelf  having  placed  it 
to  the  account  of  his  people,  all  their  fins  are  covered; 
And  the  apoflle  Paul  will  tell  us  plainly  who  thofe  per- 
fons  arc  unto  whom  the  Lord  imputeth  not  fin.  They 
are  thofe  unto  whom  God  imputeth  righteoufnefs  unthoui 
works^  Rom.  iv.  6.  Now  it  may  be  obferved  for  our 
comfort,  that  it  is  not  faid  by  the  Holy  Ghoft,  blefled 
is  the  man  that  never  finned — or  bleffed  is  the  man 
who  has  no  fin  in  him,  or  who  feels  no  fin.  No^ 
blefled  be  God!  for  then  we  muft  have  been  eter- 
nally confounded.  But  it  is,  bleffed  is  the  man  to  whtm 
the  Lord  zvill  not  impute  Jin.  And  the  man  to  whom 
the  Lord  will  not  impute  fin,  is  he  unto  whom  God 
imputes  the  righteoufnefs  of  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift;. 
whofe  fins  he  has  laid  upon  Chrift,  and  which  have 
been  already  carried  away  by  him,  and  put  away  by 
his  facrifice.  Here  is  the  believer's  blefled  ftate,  he 
is  one  with  Chrift.  The  Father  beholds  him  in  the 
beloved,  all  fair  and  complete.  And  herein  the  be- 
liever's bleflednefs  confifts,  to  know  his  union  with, 
and  his  intereft  in  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  and  this  is 
made  known  unto  him  by  the  Holy  Ghoft.  He  is 
the  revealer  of  it;  and  he  bears  his  teftimony  in  the 
heart  and  confcience  to  the  truth  of  it.  May  the 
Holy  Ghoft  fliine  upon  his  own  truth,  and  blefs  it, 
and  to  his  name  ihall  be  the  praifc*    Amen. 
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The  abounding  of  God's  Wisdom  andi 
Prudence  towards  the  Elect. 


Ephesians,  Chap.  i.  Ver.  8* 

'  Wherein  he  hath  abounded  tcrward  us  in  all  Wtfdom  mti 

Prudence. 

THE  writer  of  this  epiftle  was,  at  the  time  of  his 
writing  it,  a  prifoner  for  Chrift.  But  though  he 
was  bound,  the  word  of  God  was  not  bound :  his  fpi- 
rit  was  moft  enlarged  when  his  body  was  moft  ftraight- 
cned.  The  Spirit  of  the  Lord  raifed  his  foul,  ele* 
vated  and  moft  divinely  enlightened  his  underftand- 
ing;  fo  that  from  what  is  contained  in  this  facred  trea- 
fury,  the  letter  direfled  to  the  faints  at  Ephefus,  he 
might  truly  fay,  that  it  was  given  unto  him  to  preach 
the  unfearchable  riches  of  Chrift. 

From  prifon  he  moft  richly  waters  and  refrefhes  the 
church  of  the  living  God  with  a  rich  doClrinal  difplay 
of  the  riches,  freenefs,  fulnefs,  and  fovereignty  of 
Jehovah's  grace,  difplayed  in  eternal,  unconditional, 
perfonal  eleftion,  particular  redemption,  and  efFeftual 
calling  and  fanflification,  which  he  crowns  with  eter- 
nal glorification. 
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The  chapter  before  us  contains  the  deep  things  of 
God:  in  it  Paul  opens  the  very  fecrets  of  the  Tri- 
nity, and  brings  them  forth  to  open  light  and  view. 
He  gives  us  an  account  of  the  eternal  thoughts,  will, 
purpofes,  council,  and  decrees  of  God  refpefting  the 
eleQ.  He  exhibits  to  view  the  grand  primordial 
caufe — leads  us  to  view  the  celeftial  fountain  and 
foundation,  God's  everlafting  love — prefents  to  view 
that  grand  fundamental  myftery  of  the  gofpel — the 
union  of  the  ele6l  in  Chrift  and  to  him — with  the  ac- 
tual beftowment  of  all  fpiritual  bleffings  upon  them 
in  him  their  eternal,  everliving,  and  everlafting  head 
pf  union  and  communion  with  FatKer,  Son,  and  Holy 
Ghoft.  He  points  out  the  joint  con(!ern  of  the  eternal 
Three  in  the  falvation  of  the  chofen  ones,  with  the  reve- 
lation and  application  of  it  to  them  by  the  Holy  Spirit. 

J  would  in  my  introduflion  obferve,  that  Paul 
^efcribes  himfelf  by  his  office.  An  apojile  of  Jefus 
Chrift — falutes  the  perfons  he  writes  to,  as  faints  and 
the  faithful  in  Chrift  Jefus^  and  invokes  grace  and 
peace  from  God  our  Father  and  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift^ 
to  be  communicated  unto  them.  He  then  falls 
upon  the  higheft  ja6l  of  worfhip,  blefling  God. 
Bleffed  be  the  God  and  Father  of  our  Lord  ^jefus  Chrift^ 
ivho  hath  blejjed  us  with  all  fpiritual  bleffings  in  hea- 
venly places  in  Chri/1,  according  as  he  hath  chofen  us  in 
bim  before  the  foundation  of  the  worlds  that  we  fhould  be 
holy  and  without  blame  before  him  in  lofve^  having predelii-^ 
nated  us  unto  the  adoption  of  children  by  Jefus  Chrift  to 
hinifelf  according  to  the  good  pleafure  of  his  wilL  Hcie 
is  an  enumeration  of  thofe  bleflings  which  God  the 
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Father  hath  beftowed  upon  us  ia  Chrift  Jefus,  who  is 
the  head  of  the  whole  eleftion  of  grace,  in  whom, 
before  all  time,  God  chofc  his  people,  and  fet  them 
apart  as  his  peculiar  treafure,  portion,  and  inheritance. 
The  firft  and  greatefl  aft  of  God's  love,  is  that  which 
was  manifefted  in  eleftion;  and  that  love  in  the  firft 
a8:  of  it,  was  as  great  as  all  tranfient  a&s  can  for 
ever  exprefs,  even  to  eternity.  Eleflion  is  an  aft  of 
love,  /  have  loved  thee  with  an  everlafiinglofoe^  This  is 
the  fountain  and  fpring-caufe  of  eleftion :  which,  as 
it  is  altogether  of  grace,  without  any  thing  forefeen  to 
be  in  the  creature;  fo  more  of  the  glory  anAfove- 
reignty  of  grace  is  expreflfed  in  it,  than  in  the  (alvation 
wrought  out  by  Chrift;  which,  though  afcribed  to 
grace,  yet  there  is  a  difplay  of  juftice  in  it  as  well  as 
grace.  But  eleftion  is  altogether  of  grace,  flowing 
from  the, good  pleafure  of  Jehovah's  will,  in  which 
he  exalts  his  divine  fovereignty.  The  greateft  and 
deepeft  thought  which  ever  had  place  in  the  heart  of 
God,  as  it  refpefts  the  cleft,  was  what  iffued  in  his 
decree  and  purpofe,  concerning  advancing  them  into 
fupercreation  union  with  himfelf,  that  they  might  par- 
take of  fupercreation  grace  and  communion  with  him. 
To  accomplifti  this  amazing  defign,  it  pleafed  Jeho- 
vah, the  Father,  to  predeftinate  his  coequal,  coeter- 
nal,  and  confubftantial  Son  into  creature  exiftence, 
and  to  fet  him  up  in  his  eternal  thoughts  and  purpofes 
as  God-man.  This  feems  to  be  the  meaning  of  the 
following  Scripture  :  ^he  Lord pojfejjed  me  in  the  hegin^ 
ning  of  his  way  before  his  works  of  old.  I  was  fet  up  from 
iverlajiing^  from  the  beginnings  or  ever  the  earth  was. 
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Proverbs  viii.  22,  23.  Here  the  efTcntial  Son  of 
God,  who  exifted  from  everlafting,  with  the  Father 
and  the  Holy  Ghoft,  in  the  incomprchenfible  and  in- 
communicable  eflence,  is  fet  forth  cis  God-man;  who, 
as  fuch,  is  the  Head  and  Mediator  of  his  church.  / 
was  fet  up  from  everlajiing.  Now  this  cannot  be  un- 
derftood  of  Chrift,  as  fecond  pcrfon  only :  but  God 
did  fet  him  up  from  the  beginning,  as  bearing  and 
fuftaining  the  perfon  of  God-man,  to  which  manhood 
he  was  chofen,  and  undertook  to  afTume  it,  and  be  An 
head  to  his  members  before  God,  who  reputed  him 
as  fuch ;  and  of  him  as  thus  confidered,  are  thofe 
words  fpoken. 

In  Chrift,  God-man,  the  eleft  were  chofen. — He 
is  the  head  of  the  eleft.  He  was  chofen  to  be  the 
hwd,  and  the  eleft  were  chofen  in  him  as  members  in 
an  head,  and  by  means  of  this,  the  elefl  had  a  virtual 
reprefentative  being  and  exiftence  in  Chrift  from  eter- 
nity— our  perfons  being  made  hereby  myftically  one 
with  Chrift;  he  being  a  common  head  to' us  in  elec- 
tion, as  Adam  was  in  creation.  The  eleft  being 
chofen  by  God  the  Father,  in  the  perfon  of  Chrift, 
were  blefled  in  him  with  all  fpiritual  bleffings.  He, 
their  eternal  head  and  reprefentative,  received  all  fpi- 
ritual bleffings  for  them.  God  defigns  and  wills  the 
utmoft  good  to  be  beftowed  on  his  people,  and  the 
God-man  is  capable  to  receive  the  utmoft  bleffed- 
nefs  for  them ;  ^nd  in  him  the  God  and  Father 
of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  bleffed  us  with  all  fpiritual 
hUfjings^  which  influences  Paul's  heart  to  pour  forth 
bimfelf  in  bleffing  God.     When  God's  elefl:  were 
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blelTed  with  all  fpiritual  bleffings  is  next  to  be  coii- 
fidered,  which  is  thus  exprefled :  According  as  be  bath 
cbofen  us  in  Cbrift^  before  the  foundation  of  the  worlds  that 
we  fbould  be  holy  and  without  blame  before  birn  in  Im^ei 
All  the  grants  of  grace^  the  promife  of  eternal  life, 
the  whole  lump  of  bleffings  were  given  to  us  in  elec- 
tion. Hence  we  read  of  grace  given  us  in  Cbrijl  Jefus 
before  the  world  began^  2  Tim.  i.  9.  Holinefs,  un- 
blamable and  immutable  holinefs,  fuch  as  the  faints 
will  enjoy  in  heaven,  is  not  the  caufe^  but  the  fruit 
of  eleflion. 

Mention  is  made  of  fome  of  thofe  grand  bleffings 
which  are  the  immediate  fruits  of  eleftion  in  Chrift ; 
which  eleftion,  as  it  gives  us  being,  union,  and  in- 
tereft  in  Cbrift,  fo  it  fecures  all  fpiritual  bleffings,  and 
in  fuch  a  manner^  that  they  cartnot  be  forfeited  by 
us.  He  mentions  predeftination  to  the  adoption  of 
children  by  Jefus  Chrift  to  himfelf,  as  a  branch  of 
eleftion  grace,  and  afcribes  it  to  the  good  pleafure 
of  God's  will.  Predeftination  to  the  grace  of  adop- 
tioo,  is  an  high  privilege,  whereby  we  become  the 
fons  and  daughters  of  the  Lord  Gt)d  Almighty,  which 
is  founded  upon  our  union  ^ith  Chrift,  and  the  mar- 
riage relation  between  himfelf  and  us.  He  being  the 
Son  of  God,  we,  by  being  his  bride  and  fpoufe,  be- 
come the  fons  of  God  alfo  by  adoption.  This  is  faid 
to  be,  to  the  praife  of  the  glory  of  his  grace :  to  >vhich 
he  fubjoins  another  benefit.  He  bath  made  us  accepted 
in  the  beloved.  We  here  ftand  upon  the  high  and  eter- 
nal mountains  of  God's  fupralapfarian  grace.  Here 
are  three  great  and  tranfcendent  a£l$  of  grace,  which 
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arc  not  founded  upon,  nor  do  they  Hand  in  connec- 
tion with  the  glorit)us  mediation  of  our  Lord  Jefus 
Chrift ;  but  they  belong  tq  us,  upon  the  relation  we 
bear  to  his  perfon.  As  the  renowned  Dr.  Goodwin 
fays :  "  God  chofe^us  to  be  in  Chrift,  and  becaufc 
*^  he  \^  holy,  we  muft  be  holy :  holinefs  therefore  is 
**  effentral  to  our  being  in  Chrift;  God.predefti- 
*'  nated  us  in  Chrift;  therefore  we  muft  be  his  fons, 
*'  as  he  is,  and  fo  we  are  predeftinated  to  adoption 
^^  in  him  his  natural  Son.  And  then,  God  hath  ac- 
^*  cepted  us  in  the  beloved,  and  therefore  as  he  loveth 
^*  him,  fohe  loveth  lis;"  which  acceptation  in  Chrift, 
God's  beloved  Son  is,  as  I  conceive  it,  a  far  higher 
aft  of  grace,  than  to  be  juftified  in  Chrift,  or  par- 
doned  through  Chrift's  moft  precious  bloodftiedding, 
Thefe  afts  of  grace  are  eternal  ones,  which  all  flow 
from  God's  everlafting  love,  delight,  and  compla- 
cency, which  he  took  in  Chrift,  and  in  the  church 
confidered  in  him.  To  which  let  me  add,  that  ele£tion 
and  bleffing  us  with  all  fpiritual  bleflings ;  adoption 
and  acceptation  in  the  beloved,  are  all  fpoken  of  in 
the  paft  tenfe,  and  without  any  mention  of  Chrift  as 
the  mediator  of  reconciliation.  It  is  at  the  next  verfe, 
the  tenfe  is  altered,  the  language  changed,  and  Chrift 
as  the  Redeemer  mentioned.  The  elefl.  falling  from 
their  creature  purity  and  righteoufnefs  by  Adam's  tranf- 
greflion,  they  needed  redemption  from  this  ftate  of  fin 
and  mifery,  and  Chrift  their  head  of  grace  and  glogry, 
became  \heir  Redeemer.  In  whom  we  have  redemption 
through  his  bloody  the  forgivenefs  of  /ins ^  according  to  the 
riches  of  his  gtrace^  which  brings  us  home  to  our  tex^ : 
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Wherein  he  hath  abounded  toza^ard  us  in  all  wi/dom  and 
prudence.  The  apoftle  having  mentioned  the  grand 
particular  bleffings  which  we  have  in  Chrift,  holds 
forth  the  decree  of  the  meansj  and  the  benefits  which 
depend  upon  what  Chrift  wrought  and  did  for  us.  He 
redeemed  us  by  his  blood;  and  this  he  performed  in 
this  world.  And  in  refpecl:  to  this  work,  he  is  to  be 
confidered  as  a  Redeemer,  and  we  as  fallen,  guilty, 
finful  creatures.  This  great  work  is  mentioned  with 
its  glorious  benefits,  and  the  fountain  from  whence  it 
proceeds,  in  the  7th  verfe :  upon  which  he  comes  to 
the  application  of  all  this  grace  t6  the  hearts  of  God's 
chofen  ones  iri  effeftual  calling.  Wherein  (fays  he)  Goi 
hath  abounded  toward  us  in  all  wi/dom  and  prudence. 
So  that  here  we  may  view  our  intefeft  in  all  the 
perfons  in  the  Godhead,  and  their  grace  afad  joint 
concern  towards  us.  Here  is  a  glorious  teftimbny 
given  concerning  the  three  perfons  in  the  felf- 
exiftent  Godhead,  and  a  clear  account  of  their  a6te 
of  grace  towards,  in,  and  upon  us.  Here  is  elec- 
tion attributed  to  the  Father,  redemption  to  the 
Son,  and  fanftification  to  the  eternal  Spirit.  In  the 
words  of  my  text  we  have  the  application  of  divine 
grace  to  the  elefl:  in  regeneration ;  who  as  members 
of  Chrift,  their  living  head,  are  in  this  life  made  par- 
takers of  his  Holy  Spirit,  who  gives  them  a  fcrip- 
tural,  faving  knowledge  and  perception  of  Chrift, 
works  in  their  hearts'that  faith  which  cleaves  to  him, 
and  gives  them  a  fanftified  wifdom  to  improve  their 
knowledge  of  Chrift;  to  their  foul's  profit  and  benefit. 
We  will  endeavour,  by  the  Lord's  bleffing,  to  divide 
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and  confider  the  text  in  the  following  order :  by  ob- 
ferving, 

Firli,  how  God  hath  abounded  towards  the  eleCl^ 
in  all  wifdom  and  prudence  in  ele6Uon  and  the  fettle- 
ments  of  grace. 

Secondly,  by  viewing  the  aboundings  of  it  in  the 
perfon  and  ^ork  of  the  Mediator. 

Thirdly,  we  will  view  the  aboundings  of  it,  in  the 
application  and  revelation  of  it  to  the  hearts  of  ele6l 
finners  by  the  Holy  Ghoft. 

We  will  firft  obferve,  how  God  hath  abounded 
towards  the  ele6i  in  all  wifdom  and  prudence  in 
election,  and  the  fettlements  of  grace.  Our  text 
feems  to  exprefs  the  aboundings  of  God's  grace,  a$ 
it  fliines  forth  manifeftatively  in  the  everlafting  gof- 
pel,  in  which  the  wifdom  of  God  is  difcovered  in  an 
amazing  manner,  and  to  an  amazing  degree.  The 
grace  of  God  abounded  towards  the  eleft  and  beloved 
ones,  and  broke  forth  in  its  richnefs,  freenefs,  and 
fulnefs,  in  eternal  eleflion,  when  the  Lord  fet  apart 
his  chofen  ones  for  himfelf,  and  feparated  them  to 
be  his  pofleflion  and  inheritance.  The  aboundings  of 
grace  in  the  eternal,  perfonal,  immutable  choice  of 
the  veffels  of  mercy,  formed  in  the  womb  of  election, 
and  afore  prepared,  ordained,  and  appointed  by  the 
decree  of  God  for  eternal  glory,  exhibit  altogether 
an  amazing,  tranfcendent,  fovereign  difplay  of  divine, 
everlafting  love;  whereby  God  makes  himfelf  knowri 
to  be  unto  his  people  in  his  love,  what  he  is  in  his 
own  nature — unchangeable.  lam  the  Lord^  I  change 
not.  I  have  loved  thee  with  an  everlajiing  hoe.  It  may 
be  faid  to  be  abounding  grace  and  love,  feeing  it  con* 
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tains  the  original  of  all  gifts,  graces,  and  bleffings. 
Hence   the  Scriptures  have  fo  much  to  fay  of  it, 
becaufe  from  it,  as  an  incxhauftible  fountain,  flows 
the  gift  of  Chrift's  perfon  to  be  an  head  and  medi- 
ator of  union  and  reconciliation.     All  the  grants  and 
beftowments  of  grace,  the  covenant  of  peace,   the 
gift  of  the  Spirit,  eternal  glory,    centre  in,  depend 
upon,  and  are   fupported  by,  this  everlafting  foun- 
dation, ele£lion-grace ;  of  which  Paul  fays.  The  foun- 
dation  of  God  fiandeth  fure^  having  this  feal^  the  Lord 
knoweth  them  that  are  hisj  2  Tim.  ii.  19.     The  Scrip- 
tures difcover   to  us,  that   all   the    grace  we   ever 
ihall  have  was  given   us   at  the  very    firft,   when 
God  firft  loved  us,  2  Tim.  i.  g.     And  Paul  fpeak- 
ing  of  election,  faith.    The  gifts  and  calling  of  God 
are  without  repentance^  Rom.  xi.  29.     And  he  tells 
us  el  fe where.  We  have  received  the  fpirit  of  God,  that 
we  may  kn&iv  the  things  which  are  freely  givers  to  us 
of  God^    1    Cor.   ii.   12.      To  which   I   fubjoin  the. 
very  words  of  the  renowned  Dr.  Goodwin  on  this 
fubjeft :    "  My  brethren,   when  God  firft  began  to 
•'  love  you,  he  gave  you  all  that  he  ever  meant  to 
"  give  you,  in  the  lump,  and  eternity  of  time  is  that 
*'  in  which  he  is  retailing  it  out.     /  will  bt  gracious 
^^  to  whom  I  'will  be  gracious.     And  then  all  the  good- 
''  nefs  that  he  means  to  comnynicate  to  them,  unto 
*^  whom  he  is  thus  gracious,  is  a  paffing  beforfe  them 
"  even  unto  eternity.     Firft,  the  giving  his  Son,  he 
"  came  firft  in  the  train ;  and  then  giving  his  Spirit, 
^'  and  then  grace  and  glory;  and  whatever  variation 
"  of  glory  there  is  to  come,  it  is  all  but  paffing  on  of 
^^  the  train ;   it  is  all  but  the  communicating  of  that 
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**  goodnefs  of  his,  which  he  did  ordain,  the  firft  time 
^^  he  thought  on  thee  to  love  thee,"  The  everlafting 
gofpel  is  but  a  copy  of  God's  love;  the  original  of  it 
is  in  the  heart  of  God,  founded  upon  the  eternal 
tranfa£Uons  of  the  eternal  Three.  God,  before  all 
worlds,  made  a  promife  of  eternal  life  and  grants  of 
grace  to  Chrift  his  Son,  for  us;  and  all  bleiSngs 
which  God  beftows  on  the  eleft,  are  faid  to  be  aftu- 
ally  given  in  Chrift,  ere  they  are  aftually  given  to 
us.  This  is  evident  from  thefe  words :  God  hath  blejfed 
us  with  allfpiritual  blejjings  in  Chrift.  So  his  purpofe  of 
faving  us,  is  faid  to  be  purpofed  in  Chrift  Jefus  our 
Lord^  Eph.  iii.  10,  11.  All  the  promifes  revealed, 
are  but  the  manifeftation  of  God's  original  promife; 
copies,  as  it  were,  of  that  which  was  made  to  Chrift  ; 
in  whofe  breaft,  as  one  expreffes  it,  the  original  of 
our  records  is  kept :  and  the  application  of  thofe 
promifes  to  us,  is  but  the  writing  out  the  counterpart 
of  what  was  done  in  heaven.  As  all  promifes  were 
made  in  him,  fo  all  promifes  were  firft  made  to  him, 
and  to  us,  as  one  with  him ;  which  feems  to  be  the 
apoftle's  meaning  in  thefe  words  :  He  faith  not,  and  to 
Jeeds^  as  of  many  ^  but  as  of  one ^  and  to  thy  feed^  which  is 
Chrift.  From  what  hath  been  delivered,  we  may  view 
the  aboundings  of  God's  free  grace  towards,  and  upon 
us,CQn(idered  in  Chrift  in  ele6lion,and  in  the  ancient  and 
eternal  fettlements  of  grace ;  it  is  divinely  manifefted 
in  the  gofpel,  and  an  open  difcovery  is  thereby  made 
known  to  us :  which  brings  me  to  my  fecond  parti- 
cular, to  view  the  aboundings  of  God's  grace  in  the 
perfon  and  work  of  the  Mediator.. 
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This  leads  us  to  view  the  proje£l  of  divine  grace 

rcfpefling  the  eleB,  under  the  confideration  of  the  fait. 
1  may  fafely  venture  lo  fay,  that  God's  decree  con- 
cerning the  fall,  as  it  was  holy,  wife,  and  gb^od  j  fo 
it  wa$  defigned  to  manifeft  his  love  to  the  ele€l  itt  the 
utmoft  manner  and  n^afure.  God, — Father,  Son,  aiFid 
Spirit,  upon  the  forefight  of  the  fall,  provides  an  ikAt 
mediator  and  furety,  to  make  all  fafe  and  fare  to 
letemity.  We  can  never  contemplate  the  evcrlafting 
covenant,  but  we  mud  contemplate  the  eleft  as  fallen 
from  that  ftate  of  creature  grace  and  purity  in  >vhicb, 
tt  creation,  they  were  formed  and  placed,  Adaoi) 
the  firft  man,  was  the  head  of  all  mankind,  land  'wafe 
created  pure  and  holy,  and  the  whole  ftock  of  cita- 
ture  grace  and  holinefs  was  depofitedand  kft  toWs 
care  and  management ;  and  the  eleft,  as  well  ^  ihfe 
non-eleft,  were  in  him  by  creation  and  reprefenta- 
tion,  only  with  this  amazing  difference  and  difcri- 
inipation,  that  the  elc6l  were  alfo  in  another  bead^ 
even  jn  Jefus  Chrift  their  Lord ;  in  whom,  and  n<H 
in  Adam  their  nature-head,  were  contained  nil  their 
free  grace,  fpiritual,  and  glory-blefEngs.  So  that^ 
though  the  eleft,  confidered  in  their  nature  htad,  bjr 
the  fall,  loft  God's  moral  image,  and  partook  of 
the  dreadful  efFeQs  of  that  finful  depravity,  which  is 
the  confequent  of  Adam*s  apoftacy  ;  yet  they  arie  to 
be  diftinguiflied  in  the  fall  in  this  way.  Thle  non- 
eleft  loft  their  all,  their  whole  ftock  by  Adam's  faH: 
but  the  eleS,  though  they  loft  all  that  the  fii-ft  Adam 
was  to  have  communicated  unto  them,  and  were 
brought  by  him  into  an  cftate  of  fin  and  mifem  ytt 
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they  did  not  lofe  their  intercft  in  Chrift,  their  title  to 
glory;  thefe  bleflings  being  given  them  in  Chrift 
Jefus. 

God*s  elcQ,  confidered  as  fallen,  are  (inners ;  chil- 
dren of  wrath  by  nature,  even  as  others;  equally  as 
finful  inherently,  and  as  juftly  deferving  of  daoination^ 
though  not  in  danger  of,  nor  liable  to  it ;  becaufe  de- 
livered from  it  by  Chrift.  It  is  a  neceffary  obferva- 
tion  to  be  attended  to,  that  God's  eleci  are  to  be  con- 
fidered by  us  in  two  diftin6l  heads,  Adam  and  Chrift ; 
arid  the  confideration  of  their  union  to  each  of  them 
wo^ld  ferve  to  caft  great  light  upon  our  minds^  and 
help  us  to  make  a  proper  diftinflion  concerning  their 
fiates  as  belonging  to  thefe  two.  The  elcft  nmy  fafely 
be  faid  to  be  fententially  under  condemnation  in  fallen 
Adam ;  and  are  ftyled  children  of  wrath  by  nature,  as 
confidered  in  him  and  defiled  by  his  corrupting  their 
whole  nature.  And  they  may  be  faid  to  be  holy  and 
beloved,  as  confidered  in  their  head  Chrift  and  intc- 
reftedin  him.  But  to  proceed:  when  Jehovah  de- 
fended to  creation  a6ls,  and  raifed  out  of  nothing  this 
vifi^lc  ftruEiure  of  the  univerfe,  as  a  theatre  on  which 
he  meant  to  a£l  his  glorious  purpofes  and  defigns,  he 
created  man  in  his  own  image  in  righteoiifnefs  and  truQ 
holinefs ;  gave  forth  his  royal  law,  in  which  he  forbade 
all  fin  upon  pain  of  eternal  damnation;  and  upon  the 
breach  of  which,  all  was  entirely  to  be  loft.  Man, 
eled  men,  confidered  as  fallen,  drew  forth  the  mylte^ 
riou«  defigns  of  grace  into  a6l  and  execution;  in 
which  jGod  abounds  to  us  in  all  wifdom  and  pru- 
llence. 
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The  finding  out  a  proper  perfon  to  be  a  mediator 
of  reconciliation,  is  to  be  afcribcd  to  God  as  the  efFeft 
and  fruit  of  his  infinite  wifdom.     He  who  was  ap- 
pointed and  conftituted  by  the  Father  to  be  the  head 
of  the  eleft,  was  fingled  out  and  fitted  to  be  the  la- 
viour  of  his  myftic  body.     Of  whom  Jehovah  the 
Father  fpeaks  with  pleafure  and   delight^  faying^  I 
have  found  a  ranfom :  I  have  laid  help  upon  one  who  is 
mi^ty.    As  the  infinite  depths  of  wifdom  are  difplayed 
in  pitching  upon  an  able  furety,  fo  the  fountain  of 
everlafting  love  was  difcovered,  in  God's  fo  loving  an 
cleft  world,   that  be  gave  bis  only  begotten   Son^  that 
wbofoever  believetb  on  bim/hould  not  perijhy  but  have  ever- 
lafling  life.     There  is  an  abounding  of  Jehovah's 
grace  in  all  wifdom  and  prudence  in  the  whole  my ftc-? 
rious  work  of  falvation  by  Jefus  Chrift.    What  depths 
of  wifdom  are  difcovered  to  us,  and  fet  before  us  in 
the  perfon  of  the   mediator,  God-man!  who  is|  as 
effentially  confidered,  God  :  as  perfonally  confideredi 
the  fon  of  the  living  God,  and  as  conftituted  and  ap- 
pointed in  the  council  and  covenant  of  grace,  to  the 
work  and  office  of  falvation.     He  is  God-man  who 
afiumed  our  nature  into  perfonal  union  with  himfelf, 
and  by  it  became  what  he  was  not  before^  namely,  man 
as  well  as  God :  God  and  man  being  perfeftly  united  in 
the  perfon  of  one  Chrift.     The  laying  him  as  the  foum 
dation  and  corner-ftone  for  our  faith  and  hope  to  reft 
upon  and  centre  in,  and  the  imputation  of  our  fins,  inir 
quities,  and  tranfgreflions  to  the  perfon  of  Chrift,  are 
owing  to  the  abounding  of  Jehovah's  grace.     The 
inflifiion  qf  the  curfe  and  wrath  due  to  the  deft  foi? 
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fin,  upon  the  perfon  of  their  glorious  undertaker  and 
furcty,  is  an  aftonifliing  inftance  of  divine  grace.    The 
acceptation  of  Chrift's  perfon,  obedience,  and  facrifice, 
Vfi  the  room  and  ftead  of  the  elefl,  together  with  freely 
pardoning  them  for  Chrift's  fake,  and  cleanfing  them 
from  all  unrighteoufnefs,  through  the  Saviour's  moft 
precious    blood- fhedding,    is   furprifing,    abounding 
grace!     The   confounding  the  devil,  and  his  being 
overcome  and  eternally  conquered  by  the  fon  of  God  < 
in  our  nature,  as  it  was  to  Satan's  everlafting  fhame  and 
grief,  fo  it  illuftrates  and  difplays  the  wifdom  and  pru- 
dence of  God  :  to  which  we  may  add,  the  difplays  of 
Jehovah's  grace,  love,  mercy,  and  holinefs  in  this 
great  defign.  God  could  have  taken  the  ele£l  to  glory 
without  any  neceffity  of  Chrift's  performing  the  work 
and  part  of  a  mediator,  if  it  had  pleafed  him.     For  it 
was  the  fall  rendered  Chrift's  wprk  abfolutely  necef- 
fary,  which  fall  Jehovah  could  have  pripvented,  if 
fo  it  bad  pleafed  him.     But  bis  love,  which  is  the 
bond  of  union  between  him  and  bis  people,  being 
ftrong  enough  to  hold  to  eternity,  is  to  be  vented  in 
this  ftupendous  manner.     God  the  Son  is  to  lay  down 
the  life  of  his  human  nature,  that  the  love  of  the  Fa- 
ther may  be  revealed  to  the   uttermoft;    Herein  is 
love  ;  not  that  we  loved  God^  but  that  he  loved  us^  and 
fent  bis  Son  to  be  the  propitiation  for  our  Jins.     Grace 
ihonc  forth  in  ele£lion — was  richly  difplayed  in  the 
council  and  covenant  of  peace,  and  it  reigns  through 
the  righteoufnefs  of  Jefus  unto  eternal  life.     Mercy 
opens  her  richeft  ftores,  and  will  difcover  its  amazing 
fulaefs  in  the  recovery  of  the  eleft  from  their  lapfcd 
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ftate  and  cafe.  The  holinefs  of  Jehovah  (hines 
forth  with  an  incomprehenfible  blaze  and  luftre  in  the 
whole  economy  of  redemption  work.  By  this  divine 
difplay  of  the  perfons  ^nd  perfe6lions  in  the  Godhead| 
we  fee  fin  punilhcd,  and  the  finner  faved — the  holy 
moral  litwj  which  is  broken  by  finners,  fulfilled  and 
magnified  by  the  furety  of  the  eleft,  the  Lord  Jefus— 
^  facrifice  offered  by  him,  which  is  as  honourable 
to  divine  juftice,  as  fin  was  di(honourab]e  to  it — an 
expiation  made  for  fin  to  the  higheft  content  atid  fatif- 
fadion  of  law  and  juftice — with  fuch  bleflSngs  flowing 
from  the  obedience  and  facrifice  of  the  immaculate 
Lamb,  as  will  increafe  Jehovah's  raanifeftative  glory 
and  praife  throughout  all  time;  yea,  throughput  the 
figes  of  eternity.  What  an  abounding  of  grace  is  this, 
for  us  who  believe,  though  finners  in  ourfelvei,  to  be 
made  the  very  righteoufnefs  of  God  in  Chrift  Jefus 
pur  Lord !  for  us,  whofe  natures  are  black  with  ori- 
ginal corruption,  from  whence  have  flowed  many  afts 
of  tranfgreflion,  to  be  fair,  all  fair,  without  fpot,  un- 
blamable and  irreprovable  before  the  throne,  by  the 
imputation  of  Chrift's  obedience  and  atonement  untp 
lis  !^  Tbou'  art  (fays  Chrift)  all  fair^  my  lave^  there  is 
no  fpot  in  thee.  The  blood  of  Jefus  Chrifi  (fays  John) 
cleanfeth  us  from  all  fin. 

This  brings  me  thirdly  to  vie\Ar  the  abounding? 
of  grace  in  the  application  and  revelation  of  it, 
made  by  the  Holy  Spirit  to  the  hearts  of  elcft  fin- 
ners; and  which  is  what  the  Scriptures  ftyle,  calling, 
and  we,  effeftual  calling.  As  the  love  of  Jehovah 
the  Father  is  chiefly  fpoken.  of  under  the  a0  of  elec- 
jion^  and  exprefled  by  his  fo  loving  us,  as  to  gnrc  his 
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only  begotten  Son  to  be  our  head  and  mediator  of 
1  union,  having  the  fall  in  view ;  loving  us  fo  as  to  give 
Chrift  to  be  the  redeemer  of  the  ele3,  felting  him 
apart,  anointing  and  confecrating  Chrift  from  ever* 
lafting  to  be  the  lamb  to  be  flain  to  take  away  fin : 
fo  the  love  of  the  Son  of  God  (hines  forth  in  his  ancient ' 
^nd  everlafting  delights  in  the  eleft  fons  of  men — in  his 
engagements  with  his  Father  on  their  behalf — in  his 
open  manifeftation  of  his  love  by  his  myfterious  incar- 
nation, obedience,  and  laying  down  his  life  for  U9. 
By  which  life  we  are  to  underftand,  the  life  of  the  hu^ 
inan  nature  exalted  into  perfonal.  union  with  the  Son 
pf  God.     The  love  of  the  Holy  Spirit  alfo  is  difco- 
vercd,  by  revealitig  the  everlafting  tranfadions  betweca 
|he  Father  and  the  Son  iii  the  written  word,  and  by 
enlightening  our  minds  into  a  true,  faving,  fpirituat 
knowledge  of  the  Father  and  of  Chrift.     But  what  I 
am  chiefly"  to'confider  is,  the  abounding  of  grace  in 
^he  open  revelation  and  manifeftation  of  this  grace  to 
the  foul  at  firft  converfion.     "  God's  love  (fays  one) 
f*  is  like  a  river,  or  a  fpring  that  runs  under  ground, 
f*  and  hath  done  fo  from  eternity.     Where  breaks  it 
ff  up  firft?  Where  doth  this  fountain  begin  to  ifliic 
f^  forth  ?  When  a  man  is  firft  called — then  that  love, 
f*  which  hath  run  from  everlafting  under  ground,  and 
f'  through  the  heart  of  Chrift  upon  the  crofs,  breaks 
*f  out  into  a  man's  own  heart  too :  and  it  is  the  funda- 
M  mental  mercy  of  all  grace  and  glory  whatfoever.** 
When  the  Holy  Spirit,  in  effeftual  calling,  is  pleafcd 
to  make  an  inward  revelation  and  application  of  the 
falvation  of  Chrift  to  the  foul,  it  is  indeed  hoaven 
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dawning  upon  us,  and  divine  grace  abounding  tdwardi 
us ;  for  by  it  dead  Tinners  are  quickened,  hard  hearu  ^ 
foftened,  great  fins  manifeftatively  forgiven,  and  great 
mercy  difplaycd  and  magnified.  The  Holy  Gboft, 
who  is  the  Lord  and  giver  of  all  fpiritual  life,  gives 
poor  finners,  in  a  day  of  his  power,  to  know  that  God 
IS  love — he  prefents  to  their  fpiritual  view  Ghrift  a$ 
crucified  for  them;  fets  before  them  the  amazmg  free- 
nefs  and  boundlefs  fulnefs  of  divine  grace ;  and  nmkes 
an  application  of  Chrift  and  his  falvation  to  the  foul^ 
enabling  the  believer  to  fay,  God  is  my  falvation^  But,, 
that  which  I  conceive  as  mod  principally  intended  is^ 
the  aboundings  of  God*s  grace  in  all  wifdom  and  pro- 
dence  in  the  following  way.  By  wifdom  and  pm^ 
dence^  I  think  may  be  underftood,  not  only  the  gofpel, 
which  contains  an  account  of  the  glorious  riches  of 
free  grace,  but  alfo  I  apprehend  they  may  here  intend 
the  work  of  God  s  fpirit  in  the  foul ;  and  that  by  wif- 
dom^ the  grace  of  faith  may  be  intended,  and  by  pru- 
dence  the  principle  of  holinefs;  which  two,  though 
not  radically  diftinft,  they  being  but  one,  the  root  and 
fruit,  yet  it  pleafeth  the  Holy  Spirit  thus  to  diftinguifib 
them,  informing  us  hereby,  that  faith  is  principally  con- 
cerned in  converfing  with  the  truths  and  doflrines  of  the 
gofpel ;  and  that  prudence,  or  holinefs,  is  the  means 
of  our  proving  the  truth  of  what  the  Lord  had  taught 
us,  inwardly  and  effeflually  from  his  word  and  by  his 
fpirit.  At  convcrfion,  there  is  a  manifeftative  abound- 
ing of  divine  grace,  inafmuoh  as  God  the  Spirit,  as 
the  comforter,  comes  to  dwell  and  make  his  abode  in 
aur^  fouls,  to  fet  us  apart  to  be  the  Lord's,  by  fepar^- 
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ting  us  from  an  evil  world,  and  faving  us  from  an  un** 
godly  converfation.  It  is  at  this  time  we  are  openly 
invefted  with,  and  inflated  into,  all  the  bleffings  of 
grace  and  glory,  and  begin,  in  our  own  fouls,  a£lu- 
ally  to  partake  of  everlafting  life,  according  to  our 
Lord's  declaration,  He  that  believeth  on  me  bath  ever^ 
^ajiing  life.  Now  it  is  that  forgivenefs  of  fins  and  par- 
doning mercy  are  made  known  to  the  foul ;  and  our 
{late  being  thus  changed,  as  in  regeneration  we  pafs 
from  death  to  life,  this  change  is  accompanied  with 
thofe  glorious  fruits  and  manifeftations  of  God's  free 
grace,  as  the  grand  bleffings  of  it ;  and  we  fee  and  feel 
that  our  fins  are  forgiven,  that  they  are  blotted  out, 
that  our  names  are  written  in  the  Lamb's  book  of  life, 
that  we  are  juflified  and  made  everlaflingly  righteous 
in  him,  that  God  is  at  perfe£l  peace  with  us,  and 
hath  forgiven  us  all  trefpafles.  At  this  great  feafon^ 
it  is  fometimes  vifibly  perceived  by  us,  and  fpiritually 
and  a£lually  felt,  that  we  are  quickened  together  with 
Chrifl,  with  life  from  him,  and  are  divinely  drawn 
prth  in  a£ls  of  fpiritual  life  upon  and  towards  him. 
All  our  fpiritual  a6ls  of  faith,  are  living,  real,  fpiritual 
afts,  put  forth  in  our  fouls  by  the  Holy  Spirit  upon 
Chrifl,  and  the  Father,  as  reconciled  in  him.  If  we 
could  keep  clear  and  diflind:  thoughts  refpediing  the 
grace  expreffed  to  us,  in  effedual  calling,  it  would  be 
a  great  bleffing  to  us  in  real  experience.  It  is  the 
revelation  and  application  of  all  that  Chrifl  hath  done 
for  us,  and  an  invefling  us  into  a  manifeflative  intereft 
in  Chrifl,  to  the  end  that  we  may  by  faith  in  him, 
?njoy  all  the  bleflSngs  of  our  heavenly  Father's  love 
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and  grace,  in  that  daily  walk  wirfi  God  which  we  ar€ 
called  to.     I  would  here  obferve,  it  is  a  matter  of  | 
moment  to  us  to  confider  what  the  Scriptures  fay  upon 
this  point.     I  will  quote  two,  and  leave  them  without 
tny  explanation  for  your  own  ftudy  and  meditation. 
The  firft  is,  i  Cor.  i.  g.   God  is  faithful^  by  whom  ye 
were  called  unto  the  felltfwjhip  of  his  Son  Jefus  Chrift  our 
Lard.     The  fecond  is,-  i  Pet.  v.  \b.     The  God  of  all 
^ace^  who  bath  called  us  unto  his  eternal  glory  by  Jejiii 
Chrift.     Give  me  leave  to  fay,  it  is  lofs  of  time  to 
think  and  pore  fo  much  as  many  do,  to  fee  and  find  by 
looking  into  themfelves,  whether  they  are  effeftually 
called,  while  they  altogether  negleft  to  confider  what 
the  Scripture  fays  refpefting  it.     It  is  a  grand  ftum- 
bling  block,  in  the  way  to  our  enjoyment  of  fpiritual 
1>Iefl]ngs,  to  doubt  of  our  intereft  in  them.     One  oJF 
the  great  operations  of  the  Spirit  upon  our  fouls  is  to 
tring  us  (pirituaTly  to  know  Chrift,  and  to  believe 
in  him,  his  work,  grace,  and  fulnefs.     It  is  an  cyer- 
lafting  truth,  that  there  is  fuch  a  thing  as  affurance, 
and  that  fome  enjoy    a  fenfe  of  pardoning  mercy. 
But,  I  would  afk,  how  it  is  they  come  by  this  ?  It  is 
in  believing.     Hear,  tlie  apoftle  upon  this  fubjeft  in 
verfe  13th  of  the  chapter  before  us.     In  whom  ye  alfo 
irufted  after  that  ye  heard  the  word  of  truths  the  gofpel  <f 
yaurfalvation:  in  whom  alfo  after  that  ye  believed  ye  were 
Jealed  with  that  Holy  Spirit  of  promife.      Hearing  goes 
before  believing,  and  the  fpirit  feals  his  own  truth 
upon  the  heart,  and  by  it  leads  us  to  know  our  parti- 
cular intereft  in  it.     Obferve  it  well.     He  does  not 
comfort  you  by  marks  and  figns  of  grace,  nor  by  the 
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fruits  and  effefls  of  faith,  but  he  comforts  you,  as 
^  he  takes  of  the  things  of  Chrift  and  Ihews  them  unto 
you.  Believers,  review  what  the  Lord  did  for  you 
when  he  firft  called  you  by  his  grace.  It  may  be,  it 
was  the  happieft  feafon  you  ever  yet  enjoyed.  I  will 
fay  it  for  you,  this  was  what  your  fouls  were  then 
taken  with,  the  love  of  Chrift  in  dying  for  finners— 
the  pardon  of  your  fins,  through  the  blood-fliedding 
of  Chrift.  Your  fouls  ftood  amazed  at  the  views  you 
had  of  being  juftified  in  the  glorious  righteoufnefs  of 
Jefus.  Was  it  not  thus  ?  And  how  is  it  with  you 
now  ?  It  may  be,  for  fo  it  frequently  befalls  believers, 
that  your  hearts  are  not  fo  happy  in  Jefus,  your  fouls 
not  fo  burning  with  love  to  him,  nor  you  fo  depen-^ 
dent  upon  him  as  you  then  were*  I  have  known  it  to 
be  the  cafe  with  fome  real  believers,  that  the  longer 
they  have  lived,  the  more  legal  they  have  been :  in- 
deeed,  we  fhould  guard  againft  every  thing  which  hath 
the  leaft  legal  influence  upon  us,  and  pray  the  Holy 
Spirit  to  gofpelize  our  underftandings,  hearts,  and 
minds,  with  fpiritual  fights  of  Chrift.  The  Lord  give 
you  to  confider  your  high  calling,  dignity,  and  privi- 
lege, and  help  you  to  live  put  of  yourfelves  upon 
Chrift  Jefus.  And  what  hath  been  delivered,  as  far 
as  calculated  to  this  blefled  end,  may  he  moft  graci- 
oufly  blefs.    Amen. 
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SERMON     VII. 


Christ's  Promise  to  send  the  Holy 

Ghost. 

St.  J0HN5  Chap,  xiv,  Ver.  16. 


Jlnd  I  will  pray  the  Father^  and  he  Jhall  give  you  another 
Comforter^  that  be  may  abide  with  ym  for  ever. 

THE  ever  blefled  Jefas,  in  every  aft  of  his  life  in 
his  incarnate  ftate,  gave  his  beloved  people  an 
everlafting  proof  of  his  friendfliip,  evidencing  unto 
them,  that  as  a  friend  he  loveth  them  at  all  times,  and 
was  that  brother  who  is  born  for  adverfity ;  yea,  that 
friend  which  fticketh  clofer  than  a  brother.  His  a6b 
of  friendfliip  towards  his  people  in  love,  mercy,  and 
fympathy,  were  various,  wonderful,  and  furprifing. 
He  manifefted  his  friendfliip  in  his  ancient  under- 
takings and  goings  forth  in  a  covenant  way  on  the 
behalf  of  his  people,  in  his  eternal  tranfaftions  with 
his  Divine  Father.  His  love  flamed  forth  in  a  fur-, 
prifing  manner,  when  he,  the  eflential  word  and  Son 
of  God,  became  incarnate — God  perfonally  dwelling 
in  the  manhood,  whereby  he  became  Immanuel,  God 
with  us.     Every  word  he  fpoke,  every  a£l  he  per- 
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formed  in  his  ftate  of  humiliation,  proved  to  a  demon- 
ftration  that  there  was  nothing  in  his  heart  towards  his 
people  but  love,  fuch  as  was  and  is  boundlefs,  bot- 
tomlefs,  inconceivable,  and  incomprehcnfible.  That 
his  bowels  were  full  of  mercy  towards  his  redeemed; 
that  he  was  full  of  grace — a  fountain  and  fpring  of 
comfort  and  bleffednefs  to  his  dearly  beloved  ones. 
Our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jefus  Chrift  was  about  to 
leave  his  difciples,  to  fufFer  and  die  for  them ;  after 
which,  raifed  from  the  dead  as  their  great  Shepherd 
and  j unifying  Head,  afcended  from  earth  to  heaven, 
received  up  into  glory,  and  feated  at  God's  right  hand, 
his  church  below  would  be  deprived  of  his  bodily 
prefence ;  in  the  profpeft  therefore  of  this,  he  endea* 
vours  to  fortify  and  prepare  the  hearts  of  his  beloved 
apoftles  for  his  departure.  I  may  entitle  the  difcourfe 
of  Chrift  recorded  in  this  chapter,  one  of  our  Lord's 
farewell  fermons,  in  which  he  gives  forth  and  admi- 
nifters  a  variety  of  cordials  and  encouragements,  to 
fupport  the  hearts  of  his  faithful  followers  during  his 
departure  and  abfence  from  them.  He  begins  to  lift 
up  their  hearts  by  the  following  encouragements :  that 
heaven  was  their  home ;  that  he  was  going  from  tTiem, 
and  before  them,  as  their  forerunner ;  that  his  appear- 
ance on  their  behalf  in  heaven  would  be  for  their  ad- 
vantage ;  that  as  the  fruit  of  it,  their  prayers  would 
be  heard,  and  the  fpirit  would  be  given.  Let  not 
your  hearts  (faith  Chrift)  he  troubled.  There  were 
many  things  would  diftrefs  their  minds,  and  fill  them 
with  grief — their  Lord's  abfence,  and  efpecially  the 
way  in  which  he  was  to  be  taken  from  them :  and 
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our  divine  Shepherd,  knowing  their  hearts,  forefeeing 
their  fears,  and  compaflionating  their  griefs,  comforts 
them  thus : — Let  mt  your  hearts  be  troubled^  ye  believe 
in  God,  believe  alfo  in  me*  Under  the  Old  Teftament 
difpenfation,  God  the  Father  principally  difcovered 
and  revealed  himfelf  to  his  church  by  promiiing  to 
fend  them  a  Saviour — a  great  one,  who  fhould  deliver 
bis  people  from  fin,  the  curfe  of  the  law,  and  the 
power  of  Satan ;  and  the  faith  of  the  Old  Teftament 
faints  was  principally  fixed  and  exercifed  faereupcm. 
The  incarnation  of  Chrift  was  the  accomplifhment  of 
this;  and  theperfons  our  Lord  here  addreJBed^  had 
feen  this  wonderful  promife  fulfilled :  yet  at  this  pre« 
fent  time,  though  they  were  true  believers  in  Chrifty 
and  had  the  Holy  Spirit  dwelling  in  them,  their  faith 
was  not  fo  diftinflly  a£led  and  exercifed  upon  Chrift's 
perfon  as  their  all-glorious  Mediator,  as  it  would  be 
and  was  after  our  Lord  had  finifhed  his  work,  and  was 
taken  from  them  into  heaven.  The  blefled  Jcfus, 
as  the  principal  foundation  to  fupport  their  faith,  and 
keep  their  hearts  happy,  direSs  them  to  exercife  their 
faith  towards  and  upon  him,  as  they  had  done  towards 
his  Divine  Father :  ye  believe  in  Cod^  as  the  fountain  of 
grace,  the  ocean  of  everlaijing  love;  the  fpring  of 
infinite  unceafing  mercy,  believe  alfo  in  me^  as  the  lent 
of  God,  the  true,  eternal,  and  only  begotten  Son  of 
the  Father  in  truth  and  love,  as  the  feed  of  the  wo* 
ilian,  who  will  efFe&ually,  completely,  and  eternally 
bruife  the  ferpent's  head ;  I  being  the  Mefliah^  whofc 
name  is,  I  am  that  I  am;  this  is  my  name  for  ever, 
and  my  memorial  throughout  all  generations.     Our 
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he  nuy  Mk  with  ym  fir  ever.  And  he  abides  with 
his  church  in  the  capacity  wherein  he  is  fent,  as  an 
advocate  and  comforter.  As  an  advocate  he  pleadt 
fi>r  Cbiifty  by  (hewing  us  the  perfeft  work  of  falva- 
tion,  wrought  out  and  finiflied  in  his  life  and  deaths 
and  the  Father  s  perfeA  acceptance  of  what  he  did  and 
fiiffered :  and  as  a  comforter)  he  fills  us  with  all  jo/ 
and  peace  in  believing.  Behold  the  wonders  t>f  divine 
love!  View  it  in  thefe  two  amazing  gifts  of  grace: 
God  fo  loves  us,  as  to  give  his  only  begotten  Son  for 
us,  a  gift  greater  than  heaven  itfelf :  he  has  alfo  given 
his  Spirit  unto  us,  to  dwell  in  the  fouls  and  bodies  of 
his  people,  to  fanQify  tbem,  and  odake  them  meet  for 
f^oTj :  and  tlfts  gift  of  the  Spirit  to  dwell  and  abide 
with  us  for  ever,  exceeds  in  worth  and  value,  eternal 
glory.  The  eternal  Spirit  dwells  in  Chrift  the  head, 
and  refts  upon  him,  and  will  abide  in  him  for  ever; 
fo  alfo  he  doth  with  the  churchy  which  is  bis  iody^  the 
fitlnefs  (fbim  thai  filleth  all  in  all.  He  is  in  his  people 
as  the  breather  of  all  fpiritual  life  into  them,  and  the 
fountain  and  fpring  of  fpiritual  life  in  them ;  the  ao? 
thor  of  all  their  graces ;  the  caufe  of  all  their  holinefs. 
He  it  is  who  brings  them  to  know  their  union  with  the 
Father  and  the  Son,  and  gives  them  blefled  fellowfhip 
with  the  Father  and  Chrift.  Every  fpiritual  a£^ 
breathing,  and  defire  in  the  foul  after  the  Lord  Jefus 
Chrift,  are  the  fruit  of  the  Holy  Spirit's  gracious  in« 
dwelling  prefence.  The  work  of  Chrift,  though  corn- 
pletely  finifhed,  yet  we  know  nothing  of  it,  to  our 
fpiritual  advantage^  until  we  are  renewed  by  the  Holy 


146         X^r^i'Prm^e  to  fend  the  f&fy^  (^4 

Spirit,  and  enlightened  by  him  into  the  knowledge  of 
Chrid  crucified,  and  Cbrift  exalted,  who  is  raifed  up 
to  the  fupremed  pinnacle  of  glory,  that  he  can,  as  our 
head,  be  exalted*  unto.  The  union  between  Chrift 
and. his  people,  is  made  known  in'their  hearts  by  the 
Holy  Ghoft  the  comforter;  and  a  moft  wonderful 
intercourfe  in  a  way  of  communion  is  carried  on 
through  his  grace  between  Chrift  and  them.  He  pre- 
fents  unto  them  the  glories,  excellencies,  royalties, 
and  perfedions  of  their  beloved  friend  and  heavenly 
lord  and  hufband;  gives  them  a  view  of  Chrift  by  his 
own  light  which  he  enlightens  them  with ;  and  raifes 
up  their  hearts  within  the  vail,  filling  them  at  times 
with  joys  which  are  unfpeakable;  witlf  joy  in  God 
through  our  ,Lord  Jefus.  Such  is  the  glorious  pre- 
rogative-royal of  Chrift's  advocate,  thie  Holy  Spirit; 
that  he,  dwelling  in  our  head  in  glory,  knows  all  the 
thoughts  of  love  which  Chrift  thinks  refpefting  us, 
all  the  bowels  of  mercy  he  hath  towards  us,  the  great 
love  wherewith  he  loves  us:  and  he  can,  and  doth 
fuggeft  them  to  our  minds  and  comfort  our  fouls 
therewith,  fhewing  us  that  Chrift's  heart  in  heaven  is 
uppn  his  people  on  earth.  He  gives  evidence  of  this 
in  every  gofpel  fermon  that  is  preached,  and  in  every 
prayer  offered  up  by  real  faints ;  becaufe  in  all  thefe, 
he  perfuades  us  of  Chrift's  love  10  this  very  day. 
Yea,  he  is  in  all  thefe  the  pledge  of  Chrift's  love, 
becaufe  he  comes  in  Chrift's  name,  and  in  his.  ftead, 
and  works  all  by  commiflion  from  him.  When  you 
feel  yoiir  hearts  moved  with  the  preaching  of  Chrift 
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and  his  unfearchable  riches,  who  is  it  moves  your/ 
hearts?  Verily,  the  Holy  Spirit.  Have  you  at  times 
communion  with  Chrift  in  prayer?  It  is  becaufe  the 
Holy  Spirit /puts  forth  his  power  in  your  fouls.  Do 
you  pray  in  prayer,?  It  is  through  the  Spirit.  It  is 
becaufe  Chrift  is  an  advocate  for  you,  that  the  Holy 
Spirit  is  an  advocate  in  you.  Have  you  at  times 
ar  light  of  Chrfrft  in  the  ordinance  of  the  fupper  ?  It 
is  the  Holy  Spirit  who  discovers  and  gives  you  a 
view  of  your  beloved.  Thefe  things  are  blefled 
evidences  of  Chrift's  love  towards  you,  and  his  per- 
feft  delight  in  you.  Beloved,  take  this  home  with 
you :  our  heavenly  Father  is  to  his  people  the  God 
of  all  confolation :  the  Lord  Jefus  is  a  fountain  of 
everlafting  comfort :  and  the  Holy  Ghoft  is  fent  down 
from  heaven  into  the  hearts  of  his  people  to  be  their 
comforter;  he  dwells  in  our  fouls  for  this  very  end, 
and  with  this  great  defign,  to  comfort  Os  under  all  the 
difcouragements  which  may  arife  within  us  from  the 
guilt  and  power  of  fin,  by  leading  us  to  the  fountain 
of  Chrift's  blood,  which  hath  a  continued  virtue  in  it, 
to  cleanfe  from  all  fin;  he  comforts  us  by  the  appli- 
cation of  precious  promifes,  giving  us  a  fight  of  our 
perfonal  intereft  in  Chrift,  who  is  our  everlafting 
confolation;  he  comforts  us  in  temptations,  arms  us 
againft  the  fears  of  death,  fills  at  times  his  people 
in  their  dying  moments  with  unutterable  joy,  and 
abides  with  them  as  their  God  and  guide,  even  * 
unto"  death,  yea,  with  them  and  in  them  for  ever;  . 
and  he  is  in  heaven  the  fountain  of  everlafting  joy 
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unto  tbem ;  and  by  remaining  in  his  faints  for  ever,  h 
^11,  at  the  refurre6iion  moniy  and  throughout  eter-^ 
iiity,  fill  them  with  all  the  fulnefs  of  God.     O  that  w^ 
may  learn  to  love,  worfhip,  and  glorify   the  Holy 
Spirit,  for  his  work,  gifts,  and  grace ;  and  be  led  to 
view  with  increafmg  joy  the  Almighty  Jefus,  who 
continues  to  bellow  his  blefled  Spirit  on  us.   Afnen. 
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SERMON    VIIL 


On  the  Spirit  of  Adoption* 


Romans,  Chap.  viii.  Ver.  15, 

For  ye  have  not  received  the  Spirit  of  Bondage  again  to 
fear:   but  ye  have  received  the  Spirit  of  Adoption^ 
whereby  we  cry^  Abba^  Father. 

'TPHIS  chapter  affords  ftrong  confolation,  and  con- 
^  tains  a  great  variety  of  cordials,  for  the  ftrength- 
ening  and  encouraging  the  people  of  Ood,  in  running 
the  heavenly  race  which  is  marked  out  and  let  be- 
fore them  in  the  word  of  God.  The  apoftle  is  here 
writing  to  fuch  as  had  been  brought,  by  the  grace  and 
power  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  to  know  and  believe  on  the 
Lord  Jefus;  and  who,  through  the  fellowfhip  and 
communion  they  had  with  him,,  were  brought  to  fet 
their  affections  on  high  and  heavenly  things.  He  ob- 
ferves  to  them  the  dreadful  effe&s  which  proceed  from 
being  carnally  minded,  and  the  blefl^ngs  which  pro- 
ceed from  being  fpiritually  minded.  At  the  8th  verfe 
he  faith.  So  then  they  that  are  in  the  flejh  (that  is,  in  a 
natural,  carnal,  unregenerate  ftate)  cannot  pleafe  God : 
and  adds  in  the  next  verfe.  But  ye  are  not  in  tbeflejh^  but 
in  thefpirit;  they  having  paffed  in  regeneration,  from  a 
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ftate  of  death  to  a  ftate  of  fpiritual  life.  This  was  their 
cafe,  and  it  appeared  to  be  fo,  inafmuch  as,  or  beclufe, 
the  Spirit  of  God  dwelt  in  them     The  j^immediatcly 
following  is  not  to  be  confidered  as  an  if  of  doubting; 
for  a  man  either  has,  or  has  not  the  Spirit  of  Chrift. 
If  he  has  not,  he  cannot  be  in  any  other  ftate  than  that 
of  unregeneracy ;  and  dying  in  that  ftate,  he  cannot  fe©  * 
the  kingdom  of  God.     But  ye  are  not  in  the  flefb^  but 
in  the  Spirit^  if  fo  be  (or,  inafmuch  as,  or  becaufe) 
that  the  Spirit  of  God^  or  the  Spirit  of  Chrift,  dwell  in 
you.     Now  if  any  man  have  not  the  Spirit  of  Chrift^  hi 
is  none  of  bis.     Then  the  apoftle  proceeds  to  fpeak  of 
the  bleffed  efFeQs  of  Chrift's  dwelling  by  his  Spirit  in 
his  people.     And  if  Chrift  be  in  you^  the  body  is  dead^ 
hecaufe  offm  ;  but  the  Spirit  is  life  becaufe  of  righteoufnefs. 
J^ut  if  the  Spirit  of  him  that  raifed  up  Jefusfrom  the  dead 
dwell  in  you ;  he  that  raifed  up  Chrift  from  the  dead^  Jhall 
alfo  quicken  your  mortal  bodies  by  his  Spirit  that  dwelletb 
in  you.     Then  he  goes  on  to  inform  fuch,  of  the  ob- 
ligations they  were  under  to  walk  becoming  their  high 
rank  and  dignity.     Therefore^  brethren^  we  are  debtors^ 
not  to  the  flejh  to  live  after  the  flejb.     For  if  ye,  live  after 
the  fiefh^  ye  Jhall  die.     Believers,  when  they  give  way 
to  their  carnal  frames,   and  indulge  their  carnal  de- 
fires,  they  die  to  fpiritual  joys  and  comforts,  a  death 
being  thereby  brought  upon  their  graces.     But  if  ye 
through  the  Spirit  do  mortify  the  deeds  of  the  bodyr^  ye  Jhall 
live.     For  as  many  as  are  led  by  the  Spirit  of  God^  they, 
are  the  Jons  of  God.     For  ye  have  not  received  the  Spi* 
rit  of  bondage  again  to  fear^   but  ye  have  received  the 
Spirit  of  (idoption^  whereby  we  cry  Abba^  Father. 
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There  is  a  diverfiiy  of  judgments  amongft  the  ped- 
iple  of  God,  refpefting  the  meaning  of  the  words  which 
I  have  now  read  unto  you  for  my  text.     Some  very 
great  and  worthy  perfons  have  thought,  that  the  Holy 
Spirit  is  fpoken  of  in  the  words  as  the  Spirit  of 
bondage,  as  well  as  the  Spirit  of  adoption ;  and  bd- 
xaufe  in  his  firft  work  upon  the  foul,  which  conlifts  of 
convincing  of  (in,  (hewing  the  nature  of  it,  and  fi^* 
ting  before  the  convinced  (inner  the  wrath  of  God  dub 
unto  it ;  rattling  the  keys  of  hell  and  damnation  about 
the  ears  of  (inners,  and  (hutting  them  up  in  unbetief, 
•by  (hewing  and  proving  to  them,  that  they  are  in  this 
>ftate  by  nature,  through  their  fall  from  God ;   that 
hence  the  Holy  Spirit  may  be  confidered  as,  and  (^yled^ 
•the  Spirit  of  bondage;  efpecially  as  this  precedes  his 
'inoft  ble(red  work  of  a£ling  the  part  of  a  comforter, 
and  performing  the  o(fice  of  the  Spirit  of  adoption* 
•  To  which  others  reply,  that  though  fouls  under  the. 
'convincing  and  enlightening  efficacy  and  energy  of  the 
-Holy  Spirit,  are  filled  with  terrors,  dread,  and  con- 
ften^ation,  and  are  brought  thereby  under  a  fpirit  of 
'!bcMidage :  yet  that  thefe  effeQs  do  not  prove  the  'Holy 
Spirit  to  be  the  author  of  their  terrors;  nor  does  the 
title  of  the  Spirit  of  bondage  belong  to  him,  it  be- 
ing quite  oppofite  and  contrary  to  his, blefled  office, 
•work,  and  title,  who  is  the  Comforter.     And  which 
•they  argue'to  be  given  hiin,  as  expreflSve  of  what  he 
is  to  the  people  of  God. 

I  thought  it  meet  and  right  to  take  notice  of  this, 

'ieeio^  there  \%  exgrefs  mention^made  in  my  text  of  the 

Spirit  of  bondage,  and  the  Spirit  of  adoption,  anii 
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Aat  it  is  implied,  that  thofe  perfons  who  were  now  fa- 
voured with  the  Spirit  of  adoption,  had  prior  to  this 
seceived  the  Spirit  of  bondage,  which  inclined  and 
liibjeded  them  to  fear.  My  own  thoughts  arc,  that 
Hut  genuine  meaning  of  the  words  may  be  known  by 
^  following  confiderations.  This  church  at  Rome 
eonfifted,  in  a  greU  meafure,  of  believing  Jews  ;  who 
Airing  the  former  difpenfation  were  under  a  fpirit  of 
bondage,  becaufe  their  legal  facrifices  could  never 
take  away  (in ;  and  the  commands  and  precepts  of 
the  ceremonial  law  being  fo  many,  various^  and  bur- 
^enfome,  they  were  kept  in  perpetual  bondage :  under 
that  difpenfation  they  were  more  inclinable  to  a  legal 
^irit,  than  believers  are  under  the  gofpel ;  who  are 
£ivoured  with  a  clearer,  fuller,  and  more  glorious  di& 
covery  and  revelation  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  in  all 
the  ends  and  defigns  of  his  wonderful  death. 

In  attempting  to  open  and  explain  the  paflage  be* 
lore  us^  in  a  dependance  upon  our  Lord  Jefus. Chrift 
for  his  un3ion,  bleffing,  and  prefence,  I  will  endea- 
vour x,<y  divide  our. text  into  the  following  beads: 

Firft»  there  is  exprefs  mention  made,  of  a  Spirk  of 
bondage  and  of  a  Spirit  of  adoption* 

Secondly,  the  effeds  of  thefe  are  to  be  confidered. 
The  Spirit  of  bondage  inclines  to  fear,  the  Spirit  of 
adoption  to  liberty.  By  the  one  we  are  fubjeded  to 
ftar ;  by  the  other  we  are  brought  into  liberty,  being 
enabled  to  cry  Abba,  Father :  and  then^ 

Thirdly,  it  deferves  notice,  that  both  the  Spirit  of 
bondage,  and  the  Spirit  of  adoptioit  art  laid  to 
be  received. 
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It  inuft  be  worth  our  confideration  in  opening 
our  firft  particular^  to  inquire  what  this  Spirit  of 
bondage  is.  I  conclude  that  it  is  not,  nor  can  be,  the 
Spirit  of  God ;  becaufe  it  ftands  oppofed  to  che  Spirit 
of  adoption ;  and  befides,  it  is  contrary  to  the  nature 
and  defign  of  his  work  and  office  in  the  foul.  I  grants 
that  when  a  foul  is-  firft  awalcened  by  the  Spirit  of 
God,  it  is  fubjed  to  a  variety  of  fears ;  but  it  will  not 
follow  from  thence,  that  he  works  thofe  fears,  or  ia 
the  author  of  them.  Rather  then,  this  feems  to  me 
to  be  the  real  fiate  of  the  cafe :  a  foul  having  re- 
ceived light  and  life  from  the  Spirit  of -the  living  God^ 
feeing  the  infinite  pollution  and  fitthinefs  of  fin,  and 
experiencing  the  total  corruption  and  ruin  of  every 
ftculty  of  foul  and  body»  that  fpirit  of  legality  which 
is  in  all  men  by  nature,  is  at  once  wrought  upon  and 
alarmed,  poffefling  the  mind  with  fecret  doubts  and 
ibfpicions  concerning  the  love,  grace,  and  mercy  of 
Cod  our  Saviour,  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  to  fave; 
and  hereby  the  foul,  though  truly  awakened,  is 
brought  into  a  ftate  of  legal  bondage.  This  is  agree- 
able to  the  experknce  of  all  who  are  truly  called  of 
God ;  though  the  Holy  Spirit  opened  their  eyes  on 
fnirpofe  to  give  them  to  fee  how  much  they  needed 
Chrift,  and  to  receive  his  tellimony  conoeming  Jefus ; 
and  though,  when  he  is  pteafed  t^  convince  of  fin* 
and  to  give  the  confcience  to  feel  the  guilt  of  it,  it  is 
with  a  defign  to  drive  the  Ibul  to  Chriftt  and  to  make 
yay  for  preaching  Chrift  and  his  itnfearchable  riches  to 
the  awakened  foul;  yei  Che  perlbn  thps  awakened, 
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is  naturally  inclined  to  diftruft  Chrift,  to  negleft  his 
falvation,  and  to  feek  to  be,  and  to  exped  to  find  him- 
felf  better,  that  he  may  be  thereby  fitted  for  the  adora- 
ble Saviour.  The  Holy  Spirit  hoick  up  to  view  the 
moral  law  as  a  glafs,  to  difcover  to  the  foul  its  curfed 
and  condemned  (late  by  the  fall,  and  to  make  way 
for  manifefting  how  Chrift  hath  been  made  (in  and 
a  curfe  for  us ;  but  yet  fuch  a  perfon  is  more  inclined 
to  take  in  and  receive  what  the  law  fays  and  declares, 
than  what  the  gofpel  holds  forth  concerning  Chrift  and 
his  righteoufnefs.  So  that  it  appears  to  me  that  the 
Spirit  of  bondage  fpoken  of  in  my  text,  is  not  the 
Spirit  of  God,  nor  his  work  upon  the  foul ;  .  but 
the  fpirit  of  a  man  which  is  in  him.  It  is  a  man's  own 
fpirit,  and  which  inclines  and  fubjeds  him  to  fear. 
This  fpirit  in  the  unrenewed  is  in  bondage  to  divers 
fmful  lulls  and  pleafures;  and  in  the  regenerated 
it  is  apt  to  rebel,  and  under  the  influence  of  legal 
principles,  is  inclined  to  bondage,  and  fubje£ls  the 
mind  oftentimes  to  (lavifh  fears.  As  for.  inftance: 
his  own  fpirit  a6ling  and  working  legally  upon  him, 
he  is  apt  to  cad  away  his  confidence,  in  the  Lord, 
and  from  the  confideratiou  of  (ins  dwelling  in  hiin, 
fometimes  is  led  to  conclude,  that  he  hath  no  part 
in  the  Lord  Chrid.  He,  by  reafoning,  fpeaking,  and 
praying  in  a- legal  mann(er,  .is  often  led  into  fpiri- 
tual  bondafgei  tbefmhidf  is  opprefTed  with  fear,  the 
:exercife  of.faith  is;weakenedt  and  the  foul  is  terrified 
'With  frightful  tboiightsi arid  apprehenfions  concerning 
its  eternal  ftatia.  At  jvhicih  tii^ies^.  Saltan  alfo  will  be 
fure  to  aO.  his  part,  and  put  on  the  appearance  of  an 
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angel  of  light.  He  will  even  fugged  fcripturc^to  the 
mind,  but  it  (hall  be  fuch  only  as  will  ferve  to  dif- 
trefs  the  foul  more  than  before :  fuch  paflfages  as 
thefe,  IVttbotut  holinefs  no  man  Jhall  fee  the  Lord;  and 
Except  a  man  be  born  again^  he  cannot  fee  the  kingdom  of 
God:  he  will  prefent  them  in  his  own  light  to  the 
mindy  will  keep  the  thoughts  upon  them,  and  hold  a 
long  converfation -with  the  perfon';  and  then  fuggeft, 
how  can  he  dare  to  believe :  you  who  feel  guilt,  who 
find  no  comfort  in  yourfelf,  who  experience  fo  much 
darknefs  and  deadnefs  in  your  foul,  to  conceive  that 
Chrift  is  yours,  your  beloved,  and  that  his defire  \& 
towards  you !  Yea,  fo  clofely,  fecretly,  and  imper- 
ceptibly,  will  Satan  work  upon  the  mind,,  that  at 
tiroes  the  real  child  of  God,  will  not .  be  able  to  dif- 
cern  Satan's  hand  herein  i  but  fuch  thoughts  and  fug. 
geftions  being  quite  fuitable  to  the  man's  frame  at.  thai 
time,  he  Will  not  only  look  upon  all  this  as  right,  but 

« 

even  conceive  chat  the  Spirit  of  God  is  thus  teaching 
and  influencing  him.  Now  all  this  mud  incline  the 
mind  to  fear,  and  fubje6i  the  perfon  <to  doubts  con- 
eming  his  intered  in  Chrid;  and  it  proceeds  from  a 
Spirit  of  bondage. 

I  have  already  intimated,  that  Satan  will  a6l  upon, 
and  attack  the  child  of  God,  under  the  form  and  ap- 
pearance of  an  angel  of  light ;  that  he  will  bring 
fcripture  to  the  mind,  and  fix,  if  poffible,  the  thoughts 
ppon  it.  This  being  the  cafe,  and  one  of  his  deepeft 
defigns,  it  being  his  very  mader-piece,  it  may 
not  be  amifs  to  aik,  how  fiiall  I  know  when  a  fcrip* 
ture  is  applied  to  my  mind,  whether  it  comes  from  tb9 
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Holy  Spirit,  or  from  Satan  ?  I  anfwer,  by  the  effeEls 
it  hath  upon  you,  and  works  in  you.  If  the  Holy 
'Spirit  operates  on  your  minds,  by  bringing  his  word 
home,  and  applying  it  to  your  hearts,  thefe  will  be  the 
cffefls accompanying  or  following  it;  it  will  comfort 
your  hearts,  quiet  your  minds,  and  refreih  your  fpi- 
Tits,  and  will  have  a  divine  and  heavenly  influence 
«ipon  you.  But  if  it  comes  from  Satan,  it  will  always 
produce  thefe  efFefls ;  it  will  greatly  puzzle  and  per- 
plex your  fpirits,  it  will  lead  you  from  Chrift  into 
yourfelves,  and  will  always  be  fo  ordered,  as  to  make 
you  doubt  of  your  intereft  in  your  heavenly  Father's 
iovc.  Befides,  they  will  always  be  fcriptures  which 
lire  by  no  means  faitable  to  your  prefent  ftate  and 
cafe.  Whereas,  when  the  blefled  Spirit  applies  a 
pafTage  of  fcripture  to  the  heart,  he  accompanies  it 
with  his  own  light  and  power,  and  gives  the  foul  to 
experience  fpiritual  liberty  and  freedom  by  means  of 
it.  Satan  hath  a  greater  power,  and  is  more  capable 
of  working  upon  us  by  fuggefting  things  to  our 
minds,  in  order  to  weaken  our  faith,  than  we  can 
conceive.  And  in  his  ading  upon  us,  he  will  con- 
fider  what  bait  will  beft  take.  Therefore,  when  vc 
are  under  a  carnal  frame,  exercifing  a  felf-righteous 
fpirit,  influenced  by  legal  principles,  then  he  cannot 
work  more  effeftually  upon  us  than  by  the  word 
of  God;  which  he  brings  to  our  remembrance,  as 
ebndemning  usy  which  he  gets  us  to  look  at  in  his 
view  of  it;  prevailing  on  us  to  receive  it,  in  the 
light  in  which  he  propofes  it.  Our  faith  is  weak« 
ned,  our  fears,  guilt,  and  unbelief  arc  ftrengthened^ 
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and  we  are  caft  down  with  difcouraging  thoughts 
concerning  our  ftate  before  the  Lord.  We  arc  too 
apt  to  expe£i  all  Satan's  temptations  to  be  to  outward 
a£U  of  fin ;  whereas  they  are  not.  He  does  not  fo 
commonly  try  to  draw  the  children  of  God  into  out- 
ward ads  of  fin^  as  to  weaken,  as  much  as  he  poffibly 
can,  their  fad  hold  of  Chrift  Jefus.  Many  difcou* 
raging  thoughts  the  children  of  God  entertain^  which 
Satan  and  their  own  unbelief  are  the  fole  caufe  of.  It 
would  be  your  mercy,  O  ye  children  of  God  Mod 
High  !  if  your  underftandings  were  enlightened,  and 
your  hearts  eftablifhed  in  this  one  truth ;  that  all  your 
dilcouragements,  let  them  be  what  they  may,  arife 
not  from,  nor  are  they  the  fruits  and  effeds  of  the 
Holy  Spirit'sL  teaching;  but  fpring  from^  and  arife 
out  of  your  own  unbelieving  hearts,  and  are  (Irength* 
ened,  increafed,  and  encouraged  by  Satan,  your  fwom 
and  avowed  enemy.  I  repeat  it :  every  fear,  every 
unbelieving  thought  that  believers  entertain,  arifej 
from  their  own  legal  hearts,  and  is  not  the  fruit  and 
effeft  of  the  Spirit  of  God  dwelling  in  them;  it  be- 
ing his  mod  blefled  work  and  office  in  the  foul,  to 
comfort  the  broken-hearted,  to  difcover  the  infinite 
treafures  of  grace  and  mercy  which  are  in  Chrid,  and 
to  take  of  the  things  of  Chrid  and  fhew  them  unto  his 
people ;  to  fliew  them  their  perfonal  intered  in  him  ; 
and  to  put  them  by  believing  into  the  adual  pofleffion 
of  Chrid,  his  grace  and  bleffings.  If  thefe  things  be 
fo,  then  you,  whofe  cafes  and  experiences  I  have 
been  now  opening  and  laying  forth,  may  receive  this 
inftrudionj  to  cad  all  your  cares  upon  the  Lord^  to 


158  On  the  Spirit  of  Adoption. 

believe  away  all  your  doubts  and  fears,  and  to  tri- 
umph becaufe  of  his  word  :  for  therein,  Ught  is  frwn 
for  the  righteous^  and  joy  for  the  upright  in  heart,  Re^ 
joice  therefore  in  the  Lord ,  O  ye  righteous^  ani  give 
thanks  at  the  remembrance  of  his  holinefs.  » 

Thus  I  have  endeavoured  to  lay  before  you,  the 
Spirit  '  of  bondage,  and  fhewn  how  it  inclines  to 
doubts  and  fears ;  and  I  might  add,  that  no  believer 
is  entirely  free  from  its  attacks,  but  is  in  danger  from 
it.  There  is  a  legal  bias  in  all  our  hearts ;  and  the 
Holy  Ghoft  only  can  fetch  it  out  of  us :  and  it  muft 
be  by  revealing  and  bringing  into  the  confciencc, 
Chrift  and  his  blood,  and  making  known  therein  the 
efficacy  of  that  atonement,  which  the  Son  of  God 
hath  made,  by  the  one-offering  of  himfelf.  By  the 
Spirit's  fprinkling  of  the  blood  of  Chrifl  upon  the 
confcience,  and  bringing  the  heart  to  believe  itsever- 
lafting  virtue  and  efficacy  to  cleanfe  from  all  fin  be- 
fore the  Lord,  and  that  for  ever,  guilt  is  removed, 
the  peace  of  God  is  produced  in  the  mind,  and  the 
love  of  God  is  brought  into  the  heart;  and  then  the 
foul  is  enabled  to  fay,  with  comfort  and  gratitude.  Re- 
turn unto  thy  reji^  O  myfoul^for  the  Lord  hath  dealt  boun- 
tifully  with  thee.  You^  who  are  believers,  ought  to  be 
upon  your  guard  againfl  all  the  felf-righteous  attacks, 
to  which  you  may  be  expofed,  and  it  will  be  your 
fpiritual  wifdom  to  fear  and  fufpeft  every  thing  which 
inclines  to  legality.  You  fhould  look  entirely  and 
eternally  off  from  yourfelves,  to  him,  who  was 
wounded  for  your  tranfgreffions,  who  was  bruifed  for 
your  iniquities,    by  whofe  flripes  you  are  healed 
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vfhofe  blood  ckanfeth  from  all  fin,  and  who  hath 
loved  you,  and  wafhcd  you  from  your  fins  in  his  own 
blood. 

Having  confidercd  the  firft  particular  of  my  text, 
and  fhewn  you  that  there  is  a  Spirit  of  bondage — what 
it  is — and  how  and  by  what  means  it  is  influenced  and 
inclined  to  fear,  I  proceed,  fecondly,  to  what  our 
text  h'jlds  forth  concerning  the  Spirit  of  adoption. 
Te  have  received  the  Spirit  of  adoption^  whereby  we  cry^ 
Abba^  Father. 

The  effefls  of  the  Spirit  of  adoption  arc,  liberty,^ 
confidence,  and  holy  delight.  As  thofe  perfons  had 
received  the  Spirit  of  bondage,  which  inclined  to 
fear;^  the  receiving  of  the  Spirit  of  adoption  muft 
fill  their  hearts  with  the  greater  and  more  grateful 
fenfe  of  the  favour ;  liberty  being  the  fweeter,  for  the 
former  bondage  in  which  thofe  perfons  had  been  held. 
So  that  joy  and  holy  gkdncfs  mud  now  pofiefs  their 
minds,  and  caufe  them  abundantly  to  rejoice.  Were 
I  to  preach  upon,  and  fet  forth  unto  you,  the  whole 
of  the  Holy  Spirit's  work  upon  the  fouls  of  God's 
ek£l,  as  fpoken  of  in  the  facred  Scriptures,  and  de« 
fcribe  his  convincing,  converting,  and  regenerating 
influences,  it  would  requirel  more  time  than  the  pre* 
{ent-difcourfe  will  admit  of.  Such  a  fubje£t  would 
demand  and  require  of  me  in  the  firft  place,  to  treat  of 
the  diftind:  perfonality  and  eternal  Deity  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  and  would  lead  in  the  fecond  place,  to  the 
confideration  of  the  moft  gracious  and  glorious  part, 
work,  and  office,  which  he  fuftains  in  the  economy  of 
(ai vation.    This  would  dire£t  our  minds  to  the  con- 
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tcmplaiion  of  his  concern  with,  and  the  a6ls  which  he 
performed  upon  Chrift  our  eternal  Head,  and  all- 
glorious  Mediator.  It  was  the  Holy-and  Eternal  Spi* 
rit  which  framed  the  human  nature,  and  tied  the  mar* 
riage  knot  of  union  between  the  Son  of  God  and  the 
Man  Chrift  Jefus.  He  fanQified  the  human  nature 
which  the  Son  of  God  aflumed  into  perfonal  unioni 
and  made  it  the  feat  and  fountain  of  all  habitual  grace 
and  holinefs.  It  was  by  the  Holy  Spirit*s  vifible  dc« 
fcent  upon  Chrift,  that  he  was  made  known  to  John 
the  Baptift,  to  be  the  promifed  Mefliah,  the  Son  of 
God.  And  he  had  a  concern  in  the  whole  of  Chrift*s 
work,  dwelt  in  the  human  nature,  and  raifed  it  from 
the  dead ;  fo  he  likewife  defcended  on  tlie  day  of  Pea* 
tecoft,  and  ftill  defcends  to  crown  Chiift  Lord  and  Sa« 
viour  in  the  hearts  of  his  chofen  and  believing  people. 
As  he  defcended  and  remained  on  Chrift,  fo  he  does 
alfo  with  the  church  of  Chrift :  for  thus  runs  the  pro- 
mife :  ^his  is  my  covenant  with  tbem^  faith  the  Ijord^ 
(/.  e.  with  Zion's  converts)  My  Spirit  that  is  upon  tbee^ 
and  my  words  which  I  have  put  in  tby  tnouib^  Jball  m/  di* 
fart  out  of  thy  mouthy  nor  out  of  the  mouth  of  tbyfeed^  mr 
$ut  of  the  mouth  of  thy  feeds  feed^  faith  the  Lord^  frm 
henceforth  and  for  ever^  Ha.  lix.  21.  And  agreeably 
hereunto  our  Lord  promifeth,  ^bat  bis  Spirit  JbaU 
abide  with  his  Church  for  ever. 

But  my  text  and  fubjeci  do  not  lead  me  to  fpeak  of 
the  Holy  Spirit's  powerful  operations  in  regeneration, 
and  in  quickening  and  making  the  foul  alive  to  God; 
in  revealing  Chrift  to  the  enlightened  underftanding, 
whereby  the  will  is  drawn  to  choofc  him,  the  heart  to 
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Lord,  in  thefe  words,  is  not  taking  off  his  people 
from  exercifing  their  faith  upon  God,  but  he'efta- 
blifheth  it,  and  is  alfo  endeavouring  to  bring  them 
to  himfelf  as  Mediator,  and  propofeth  himfelf  unto 
them  as  the  objeft  of  their  faith  in  conjun8ion  with 
his  Divine  Father.  Nothing  could  poffibly  be  a 
greater  trial  to  their  faith,  or  deje6i  them  more^  than 
to  fee  him  hanging  on  a  crofs,  whom  they  expefted 
on  a  throne  ;  and  nothing  biit  a  conRderation  of  him 
as  the  Mefliah,  and  real  faith  in  him  as  fuch,  could 
fupport  them  under  it.  So  that  this  fcripture  is  no 
argument  againft  the  elTentiai  Deity  of  Chrift,  becaufe 
our  Saviour  doth  here  diftinguifli  God  from  himfelf. 
By  God  is  here  meant  the  Father,  as  perfonally  con- 
fidered ;  arid  by  calling  the  Father  God^  the  Sdn  is  no 
more  excluded  from  the  incommunicable  nature,  glo- 
ries, and  perfeftions  of  Deity,  than  the  Father  is  when 
Chrift  is  called  God.  Now  Chrift  is  exprefsly  called 
God,  and  faid  to  be  over  all^  God  blejfed  for  ever. 
Amen.  Rom.  ix.  5.  And  yet  the  Father  is  not  here- 
by excluded,  nor  the  eternal  Spirit,  from  being  pof- 
fefled  of  all  the  fulnefs  of  Godhead.  For,  though 
they  are  diftinft  in  their  perfonalities,  yet  they  are  one 
in  nature,  effence,  and  felf-exiftence.  Chrift  doth  here 
aflert  his  Deity  in  the  fubftance  of  the  command,  in  mak- 
ihg  hrnifelf  an  objeft  of  faith  in  conjun£tipn  with  God; 
believing  in  each  being  alike  and  abfolutely  neceflary 
for  the  fupport  of  the  foul:  he  therefore  commands 
that  faith  be  exercifed  upon  himfelf  equally  and  in 
the  fame  manner  as  upon  God.  He  proceeds  to 
adminifter  divine  cordials  unto  themi  by  informing 
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teroplation  of  his  concern  with,  •  'o  leave  them  and 
performed  upon  Chrift  our  >  heart  would  be  to\\a»  * 
glorious  Mediator.  It  wa'  >•  that  the  glories  and  b  7  1 
lit  vfhich  framed  the  hr  ,,<7uld  not  make  him  forgetri^ 
liage  knot  of  union  \^^-  ^"  "U  Father's  houje  are  imi0^ 
Man  Chrift  Jefuf  ,;>*'/>»  ^  ^'«'«^'^  ^^^  told  you ;  If-^ 

which  the  Son     '^^A  J""'  '^"'^ '/  ^  S"  '^'"^  P^^P^^^  ^ 
and  made  i*  ■  y'/friU  come  again  and  receive  you  to  myjelf, 
and  holir    ..■  -'jii^  ^bere  ye  may  be  alfo.  What  could  be 
fcent  r     C-''^0-°'^  ^'xn.  this ! '  Some  of  thefe  friends  of 
llif  r     /^"^ Iceroota  were  men  of  little  faidi ;  and  our 
G        ^^rrules  it  for  their-  and  our  fpiritual  good. 
•        ^fh  Chrift  had  faid,  And  ivhi/her  I go^ye  knozv,  and 
\m  ye  hmv  i  yet  Thomas,  through  want  of  fpi- 
fLj  difcernment,  replies,  Ij)rd,  we  knmv  not  wbitbtr 
mS^J^^  ^;/c/  hoFW  can  we  know  the  way  ?    Which  our 
xotA  improves,  by  informing  them  that  he  was  the 
ii^a/j  the  one  fole  and  only  way  to  the  grace  and 
glory  of  the  Father;  the  life-giving  and  the  life-main- 
taining head  of  his  church  and  people ;  that  he  ^s'as 
truth  and  verity ;  that  they  might  with  eternal  fafety 
rely  upon  his  perfon,  work,  and  word.     No  man^  faith 
he,  Cometh  to  the  Father  but  by  me.     Foe  as  Chrift  is  the 
only  way  to  the  Father,  fo  all  that  are  alive  to  God, 
and  live  by  the  faith  of  the  Son  of  God,  walk  in  this 
way  :  and  Chrift  is  alfo  God's  way  to  us.     In  Chrift 
he  comes  forth  to  meet,  embrace,  and  blcfs  his  peo- 
ple.    In  confequence  of  Philip's  weakncfs  of  know- 
ledge difcovered  in  his  fpeech  to  Chrift,  Lord  Jbezv 
lis  the  Father,    and  it  fufficeth  us,    our   Lord  unfolds 
an  eflential  and  notable  truth,  that  the  Father  and  he 
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there  is  an  eternal,  ineffable,  and  an 
union  and  in-being  between  him  and 
*id  this  Chrill  doth  by  his  pofilive  af- 
.  that  hathjeen  me^  batb/een  tbe  Fatber:  and 
^y  the  onenefs  of  effence  both  of  the   Father 
^id  u\e  Son,  /  am  in  tbe  Fatber^  and  the  Fatber  in 
me;  and  this  was  manifefted,  in  refpeft  of  operations, 
both  in  doftrine  and  miracles,     ^e   tvords  tbat   I 
Jpeakunto  you^  I /peak  not  of  my/elf:  but  tbe  Fatber  that 
iwelletb  in  me^  be  doetb  tbe  works.     Believe  me,  tbat  I 
m  in.  the  Father^  and  tbe  Fatber  in  me.     Here  our 
Lord  puts  them  upon  believing  this  fublime  truth 
upon  the  bare  credit  of  his  own  word.     And  it  is 
upon  this,  all  the  faving  knowledge  and  faith  of  the 
doftrine  of  the  eternal  Trinity,  are  founded  and  built. 
We  receive  it  as  an  infallible  truth,  becaufe  the  Lord 
hath  revealed  it  in  the  written  word :  and  our  faith  in 
il  does  not  receive  fupport  from  the  wifdom  of  men, 
but  from  the  word  and  power  of  God.     Not  only  the 
Ure  word  of  Chrift  was  a  fufficient  proof  of  his  being 
ooitin  die  Godhead,  coequal,  coeffential,  and  con- 
fabftantial  with  the  Father;  but  his  works  proved  all 
,  du3  to  a  demonftration ;  for  which  reafon  Chrift  adds, 
Or  elfe  believe  me  for  tbe  very  works  fake.      He  goes  on 
to  inform  them  that  they  would  receive  increafing  evi- 
dences, and  have  full  proof  of  this,  by  his  almighty 
power  which  would  be  put  forth  in  them,  and  by  the 
glorious  effefts  which  would  follow  the  preaching  of 
iftc  gofpel  by  them.  Verily^  verily^  Ifay  unto.you^  he  tbat 
believeth  on  me^  tbe  works  tbat  1  do^  Jfoall  be  do  alfo^  and 
greater  works  than  tbefe  /ball  he  do^  becaufe  I  go  unto  my 
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them,  that  though  he  was  about  to  leave  them  and  en- 
ter heaven,  yet  even  there  his  heart  would  be  towards 
them,  juft  what  it  then  was :  that  the  glories  and  blef- 
fednefs  of  that  ftatc  would  not  make  hjm  forgetful, 
or  unmindful  of  them.  In  my  Father's  houje  are  many 
manfions :  if  it  were  notfo^  I  would  have  told  you  y  ./  go 
to.  prepare  a  place  for  you  ;  and  if  I  go  aiid  prepare  a 
place  for  you^  I  will  come  again  and  receive  you  to  myfelf 
that  where  I  am^  there  ye  may  be  alfo.  What  could  be 
more  confolatory  than  this !  *  Some  of  thefe  friends  of 
the  bridegroom  were  men  of  little  faith;  and  our 
Lord  overrules  it  for  their-  and  our  fpiritual  ^ood. 
Though  Ghrift  had  faid,  And  whither  I go^ye  know^  and 
the  way  ye  know ;  yet  Thomas,  through  want  of  fpi- 
ritual difcernment,  replies.  Lord,  we  know  not  whither 
thou  goej}^  and  how  can  we  know  the  way  P  Which  our 
Lord  improves,  by  informing  them  that  he  was  the 
way,  the  one  fole  and  only  way  to  the  grace  and 
glory  of  the  Father ;  the  life-giving  and  the  life-main- 
taining head  of  his  church  and  people ;  that  he  was 
truth  and  verity ;  that  they  might  with  eternal  fafety 
rely  upon  his  perfon,  work,  and  word.  No  man^  faith 
he,  comeih  to  the  Father  but  by  me.  For  as  Chrift  is  the 
only  way  to  the  Father,  fo  all  that  are  alive  to  God, 
and  live  by  the  faith  of  the  Son  of  God,  walk  in  this 
way :  and  Chrift  is  alfo  God's  way  to  us.  In  Chrift 
he  comes  forth  to  meet,  embrace,  and  blefs  his  peo- 
ple. In  confequence  of  Philip's  weaknefs  of  know- 
ledge  difcovered  in  his  fpeech  to  Chrift,  Lord  fhew 
us  the  Father^  and  it  fufficeth  us^  our  Lord  unfolds 
an  effential  and  notable  truth;  that  the  Father  and  he 
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are  one ;  that  there  is  an  eternal,  ineffable,  and  an 
incompnehenfible  union  and  in-being  between  him  and 
His  Father.  And  this  Chrift  doth  by  his  pofitive  af- 
fertion,  He  that  bathfeen  me^  butbfeen  the  Father":  and 
then  by  the  onenefs  of  effence  both  of  the  Father 
and  the  Son,  /  am  in  the  Father^  and  the  Father  in 
me  i  and  this  was  manifefted,  in  refpeft  of  operations, 
both  in  doElrine  and  miracles.  *The  words  that  I 
/peak  unto  you^  I /peak  not  ofmyfelf:  but  the  Father  that  • 
dwelleth  in  me^  be  doetb  the  works.  Believe  me,  that  I 
am  in^  the  Father^  and  the  Father  in  me.  Here  our 
Lord  puts  them  upon  believing  this  fublime  truth 
upon  the  bare  credit  of  his  own  word.  And  it  is 
upon  this,  all  the  faving  knowledge  and  faith  of  the 
doftrine  of  the  eternal  Trinity,  are  founded  and  built* 
We  receive  it  as  an  infallible  truth,  becaufe  the  Lord 
hath  revealed  it  in  the  written  word :  and  our  faith  in 
it  does  not  receive  fupport  from  the  wifdom  of  meni^ 
but  from  the  word  and  power  of  God.  Not  only  the 
bare  word  of  Chrift  was  a  fufficient  proof  of  his  being 
onfe:  in  the  Godhead,  coequal,  coeflential,  and  con- 
fubftantial  with  the  Father;  but  his  works  proved  all 
this  to  a  demonftration;  for  which  reafon  Chrift  adds. 
Or  elfe  believe  me  for  the  very  works  fake.  He  goes  on 
to  inform  them  that  they  would  receive  increafmg  evi- 
dences, and  have  full  proof  of  this,  by  his  almighty 
power  which  would  be  put  forth  in  them,  and  by  the 
glorious  effefts  which  would  follow  the  preaching  of 
the  gofpel  by  them.  Verily^  verily^  If^  unto.you^  he  that 
believeth  on  me^  the  works  that  1  do^  Jhall  he  do  alfo^  and 
greater  works  than  ibefe  /ball  he  do^  becaufe  I  go  unto  my 

K2 


132         Chrifi's  Promi/e  to  fend  the  Holy  Gboft. 

Father.  And  that  they  might  have  their  faith  lifted 
up  and  ftrcngtheried  ia  confequence  of  his  entrance 
into  heaven,  he  informs  them,  that  all  their  prayers 
ofFf  red  up  to  God  in  his  name,  fhould  be  gtanted. 
Then  he  excites  them  to  manifeft  their  love  to  him  by 
keeping  his  commandments  :  upon  which  follow  the 
words  of  our  text,  And  I  will  pray  the  Father^  and  be 
Jball  give  ym  another  Comforter^  that  he  may  abide  with 
you  for  ever.  My  defign  in  treating  upon  thefe  words 
is,  to  fet  forth  unto  you  that  the  Holy  Ghoft  is  given  * 
and  bellowed  upon  believers,  as  the  fruit  and  cfFeft 
of  Chrift's  moft  prevalent  and  powerful  mediation 
and  interceffion.  He  is  fent  and  given  to  fupply  the 
want  of  Chrift's  bodily  prefence,  and  to  perform  the 
part  and  office  of  a  comforter,  or  advocate ;  and  be^ 
ing  fent,  he  is  to  abide  with  the  church  of  Chrift  for 
ever. 

It  will  not  be  amifs  to  obferve,  it  being  by  no 
means  foreign  to  our  fubjefl,  that  we  have  in  our  text 
a  very  confiderable,  and  moft  glorious  proof  of  the 
doQrine  of  the  ever  bleffed  Trinity.  Here  is  |be 
Father  prayed  unto,  the  Son  in  human  nature  pray- 
ing, and  the  Holy  Ghoft  the  comforter  prayed  for# 
It  may  not  be  unprofitable  to  fubjoin  another  obfer- 
vation,  which  is,  that  the  Scriptures  being  a  rc- 
'  velation  of  God's  mind  and  will  to  us,  the  three 
divine  perfons  therefore,  are  generally  held  forth  to 
us  in  their  economical  offices,  or  covenant  en- 
gagements ;  and  they  are  fo  in  this  Scripture.  Chrift 
is  here  a£ting  the  part  of  mediator,  and  praying  as 
fuch  to  his  Divine  Father,  for  the  Spirit  to  be  fent|  to 
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glorify  hhn  in  the  hearts  of  his  people,  and  to  bring 
all*  divine  truth  to  their  remembrance.  I  will  endea- 
vour to  caft  the  text  into  the  following  divifionr 
Firft,  by  confidering  thefe  words  as  Chrift's  promife 
to  his  difciples  in  order  to  comfort  them.  Secondly, 
what  Chrift  promifeth,^ /w/7/  pray  the  Father^  and  be 
Jhall  give  you  another  Comforter.  Thirdly,  that  the 
Spirit  being  given,  he  is  to  abide  with  the  church 
for  ever. 

I  propofe,  as  my  firft  particular,  to  confider  thefe 
words  as  Chrift's  promife  to  his  difciples  in  order  to 
comfort  them.  They  had  long  enjoyed  his  blefled 
prefence,  his  heavenly  difcourfes,  and  divine  con*' 
verfe,  but  now  he  was  to  be  removed  from  them*; 
which  was  an  heart-breaking  thought  to  them.  To 
lofe  their  head^  for  him  to  be  taken  from  them ;  this, 
at  the  firft  view  of  it,  feemed  to  be  to  them  an  un- 
fpeakable  lofs:  whereas,  in  fa6i,  it  was  not.  For 
Chrift's  bodily  prefence,  was  not  fo  great  a  blefEng 
and  privilege,  as  his  fpiritual  prefence  by  his  Spirit, 
It  is  the  Lord's  method,  which  he  obferves  in  all  his 
difpenfations  of  grace,  that  his  prefent  manifeftations 
of  himfelf  fliall  put  down  the  paft,  and  the  future 
will  exceed  the  prefent.  For  four  thoufand  years, 
the  (aints  had  been  longing  for  the  appearing  of  the 
Great  God,  even  our  Saviour,  the  promifed  Shi- 
loh,  the  Prince  of  Peace.  When  the  fulnefs  of- 
time  was  come,  God  was  manifefted  in  the  flefb, 
proclaimed  to  be  a  Saviour,  Chrift  the  Lord,  and 
wor (hipped  by  all  the  boft  of  heaven.  Old  Tefta- 
ment   faints  who  lived  to  fee  this  glorious  advent 
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of  our  Lord,  triumphed  in  him.  He  was  pro- 
claimed by  his  herald,  who  cried.  Behold  the  Lamb 
tf  Godj  and  teftified  of  by  a  voice  which  came 
from  the  excellent  glory,  This  is  my  Moved  Son^  in 
whom  I  am  well  pleafed.  And  our  almighty  Saviour 
Ihone  forth  in  the  rays  of  his  glory  and  divine  ma- 
jefty,  at  his  baptifm  and  transfiguration.  Hence  John 
fays,  JVe  beheld  his  glory ^  the  glory  as  of  the  only  begotten 
'  of  the  Father y  full  of  grace  and  truth.  Now  the  difci- 
ples  heard  and  faw,  what  many  prophets  and  righteous 
kings  defired  and  longed  for.  They  faw  Jehovah 
the  Saviour,  with  the  eyes  of  their  bodies  and  minds 
alfo*  Their  fpiritual,  underftandings  were  in  a  great 
meafure  withholden,  fo  that  they  had  but  here  and 
there  a  fpiritual  glimpfe  of  him.  This  was  their 
inercy ;  for  had  they  been  able  to  take  in  to  their 
minds  and  comprehend  the  eiTential,  perfonal,  and 
mediatorial  glories  of  Chrift,  fo  fully  during  our 
Lord's  perfonal  prefence  with  them,  as  they  did  after- 
wards, fuch  views  would  have  been  too  great  for 
them  to  bear  up  under  during  their  prefent  mortal 
ftate  of  frailty.  It  is  true,  they  had  fome  bleifed 
views  and  fights  of  him,  as  the  Son  of  God,  and  as 
God-m5n,  the  Saviour  of  his  people;  but  thefe  were 
prefently  loft,  through  the  popular  miftake  which  they 
greedily  embraced  concerning  the  kingdom  of  the 
illuftrious  Son  of  David.  True  faith  they  had,  though 
not  drawn  forth  to  that  perfeftion  it  would  be.  Our 
Lord  by  little  and  little,  leads  the  minds  of  thefe  his 
beloved  ones,  into  the  nature  and  glorious  triumphs 
of  his  crowa  and  kingdom.    He  is  the  Lord  from 
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heaven,  the  King,  yea  the  Lord  of  Glory,  and  was 
to  wade  through  a  fea  of  forrows  and  fufferings,  ere 
he  mounted  his  mediatorial  throne.  He,  the  true 
Mefliah,  muft  be  lifted  up  upon  ^he  crofs,  as  the  an- 
titype of  Mofes'  brazen  ferpent ;  and  then  he  knew  his 
^iifciples  would  feel  their  faith  ftagger,  their  hope  be 
confounded,  and  their  forrows  multiplied.  He  .here 
adminifters  a  cordial  before-hand,  to  prevent  their  faith 
from  failing,  and  their  minds  from  finking.  And  I  will 
pray  the  Father^  and  he  Jhall  give  you  another  Comforter^ 
that  he  may  abide  with  you  for  ever.  He  fpeaks  of  an 
afking  or  praying,  for  the  word  fignifies  both  the  one 
and  the  other,  for  a  gift  not  to  be  granted  during  his 
flay  below  but  after  his  afcenfion ;  and  which  was 
to  .  be  the  fruit  of  his  death.  Hereby  he  would 
evidence  that  his  glory  fhould  not  becloud  his  mercy, 
and  the  care  of  their  concerns ;  that  his  love  to- 
wards them,  ihould  be  ftronger  than  death  (or  glory), 
and  that  he  would  not  reft  till  he  had  obtained  of 
his  Divine  Father,  what  was  neceflary  for  them;  fo 
that  he  here  exprefsly  declares,  what  he  was  to  do 
for,  and  would  beftow  upon  them  from  heaven.  The 
accompHfhment  of  the  promife  of  the  Spirit,  which 
h^  had  made  unto  them,  was  to  be  by  way  of  prayer, 
I  will  pray  the  Father^  which  prayer  would  be  founded 
upon  the  oblation  of  himfelf.  This  benefit  would 
therefore  be  the  moft  blefled  fruit  of  his  interceflSon. 

« 

Our  Lord,  in  thefe  words,  held  forth  to  them,  that 
upon  his  firft  entrance  into  glory,  as  the  Great  High 
Prieft  of  our  profeflion,  this  would  be  the  firft  blef- 
fing  afiked  for  by  him^  and  the  greateft  poured  down 
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from  him  upon  his  church  here  below  :  and  this  was 
granted  him.  Upon  his  admilBon  into  heaven,  he  re- 
ceived of  the  Father  the  promife  of  the  Holy  Ghoft, 
and  with  him,  the  riches,  the  grace,  and  the  bleflings  of 
eternity,  to  pour  down  upon  his  difciples ;  and  which 
was  done  richly  and  abundantly  on  the  day  of  Pente- 
coft,  and  continues  to  be  done  by  the  Father,  through 
Jefus  Chrift  our  Saviour.  All  the  bleflings  of  the  ever- 
lafting  covenant  are  bellowed  upon  us,  through  the  moft 
precious  bloodfhedding  of  Jefus  Chrift  :  ^nd  the  firft 
fruit  of  Chrift's  facrifice  and  interceflion,  was  the  gift  of 
the  Holy  Ghoft,  as  the  perfon,  who  by  ofiice  was  to  con- 
vey to  us,  and  work  in  us,  the  bleflings  of  the  covenant, 
fettled  and  fealed  by  the  blood  of  the  Redeemer  j 
therefore  the  promife  of  the  Spirit  is  the  firft  promife 
of  the  new  covenant,  Ezek.  xxxvi.  25,  26,  27,  I  will 
fpr inkle  clean  water  uponyou^  and  ye  Jhall  be  clean :  from 
all  your  filtbinefs  and  from  all  your  idols  will  I  cleanfe 
you.  This  refpe6ls  the  cleanfing  virtue  of  Chrift's 
moft  precious  blood,  which,  when  apprehended  by 
faith,  purges  the  confcience  from  dead  works,  and 
enables  us  to'  ferve  the  living  God.  Then  follows, 
A  new  heart  alfo  will  I  give  you^  and  a  new  fpirit  will 
I  put  within  you^  and  I  will  take  away  the  flony  heart 
out  of  your  flejh^  and  I  will  give  you  an  heart  of  fiefh^ 
and  I  will  put  my  Spirit  within  you^  and  caufe  you  to. 
walk  in  my  ftatutes.  The  eternal  Father  fends  the  eter- 
nal Spirit,  in  the  name  of  the  eternal  Saviour,  to  ma- 
nifeft  the  great  intereft  our  interceflbr  and  advocate 
hath  with  him. 
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This  leads  me  fecondly,  to  confidcr,  what  Chrift 
promifeth. 

Chrift  promifeth  to  give  his  difciples  the  Holy 
Choft,  the  Comforter,  in  his  ftead;  whom  he  doth 
defcribe  by  his  perfonality,  another  Comforter,  and 
therefore  perfonally  diftinft  from  the  Son ;  and  yet  a 
Comforter,  and  therefore  equal  with  the  Son.  1  will 
pray  the  Father^  and  he  Jball  give  you  another  Con^orter. 
Chrift  himfelf,  during  his  abode  with  them,  had  hi- 
therto been  their  divine  Comforter  :  but  he  was  now 
going  to  be  abfent  from  them,  they  jvere  now  to  lofc 
his  bodily  prefence,  the  Spirit  was  to  fupply  his  place^ 
and  to  come  in  his  room  and  ftead.  As  Elijah,  a 
type  of  Chrift,  was  caught  up  into  heaven,  body  and 
foul,  by  the  miniftry  of  angels,  appearing  in  the 
form  of  a  chariot  of  fire,  and  horfes  of  fire,  and 
was  parted  from  Eliflia,  who  received  a  double  por- 
ixoTi  of  his  mafter's  fpirit,  in  confequence  of  his  be- 
ing deprived  of  his  bodily  prefence  and  inftruQion : 
fo,  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  having  his  afcenfion  intp 
heaven  in  view,  comforts  the  hearts  of  his  forrowful 
and  beloved  ones,  by  informing  them^  what  his  firft 
thoughts  and  work  would  be  when  he  came  to  glory/ 
That  it  would  be  his  firft  requeft  to  his  Divine  Father, 
that  the  Comforter  in  his  fulnefs  of  gifts  and  graces, 
might  be  fent  unto  them,  and  poured  out  upon 
them. 

Here  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  obferve,  that  as  each 
of  the  divine  perfons  in  the  Godhead,  has  a  joint  con* 
cern  in  the  great  work  of  falvation,  fo  they  have  chofen 
and  appointed  particular  periods  for  the  more  open 
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difcoveries  of  their,  perfonalities,  and  diftinft  offices 
in  the  covenant  of  grace.  God  the  Father  was  chiefly 
manifefted  under  the  Old  Teftament  difpenfation,  the 
great  promife  of  which,  and  that  whereon  others  hang 
afnd  depend,  was  the  promife  of  Chrift  to  beconie'in- 
carnate ;  to  jinijh  the  iranfgrejton^  and  to  make  an  end  of 
Jins^  and  to  make  reconciliation  for  iniquity^  and  to  bring  in 
fverlafiing  righteoufnefs.  The  ancient  patriarchs,  pro- 
phets, and  Old  Teftament  faints,  looked  to  the  God 
and  Father  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  for  the  accom- 
plifhment  of  this :  they  waited  in  faith  and  expefla- 
tion  for  the  gift  of  the  only  begotten  Son  of  God,  for 
the  birth  of  the  child  Jefus,  who  was  to  be  the  cove- 
nant of  the  people.  When  Chrift  was  born  and  bap- 
tized, there  was  an  open  manifeftation  oF  the  eternal 
Three.  The  Father  proclaiming,  the  Son  receiving, 
and  the  Holy  Ghoft  fealing  up  this  truth,  that  Jefus 
the  Meffiah  was  the  Son  of  God, 

As  before  the  aclual  incarnation  of  the  Saviour, 
the  Father  declared  him  to  be  his  chofen  one,  in  whom 
his  foul  delighted ;  fo  Chrift,  when  manifefted,  refleQs 
all  the  glory  of  his  miffion  and  work,  back  again  upon 
his  Divine  Father.  And  he  fpeaks  of  th^  Spirit  who 
was  to  glorify  him,  and  accompany  the  preaching  of 
his  gofpel  with  mighty  figns  and  wonders;  and  as  there 
was  a  peculiar  period  for  Chrift's  manifeftation,  fa 
the;re  was  alfo  for  the  more  clear  and  open  difcovery 
of  the  Holy  Spirit.  He  had  fpoken  by  all  the  holy 
prophets  fince  the  world  began,  and  teftifidd  by  them, 
the  fufferings  of  Chrift  and  the  glory  that  Ihould  fol- 
low ;   and  the  work  of  falvation  being  fini'fhedj  the 
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Holy  Spirit  defcended  in  the  form  and  likenefs  of 
cloven  tongues,  like  as  of  fire,  upon  the  apoftles  on 
the  day  of  Pentecoft :  and  he  ftill  defcends  and  im- 
parts his  divine  influences  and  gracious  prefence  to 
his  church  and  people;  it  is  herein  the  New  Tefta- 
ment  Church  exceeds  the  old  in  glory.  Though  they 
had  the  Spirit  as  well  as  we,  yet  with  this  difference; 
he  did  not  fill  them  with  fuch  glorious  apprehenfions 
of  the  perfon  and  work  of  Chrift,  -nor  give  them  fuch 
clear  and  bright  difcoveries  of  gofpel  grace,  as  he 
doth  faints  under  the  prefent  gofpel  difpenfation. 
Hence  the  apoftle  obferves  the  difference,  and  fpeaks 
thus  :  But  we  all  with  open  face^  beholding  as  in  a  glqfs 
the  ghry  of  the  Lord^  are  changed  into  the  fame  image^ 
from  glory  to  glory ^  even  as  by  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord. 
Our  Lord  ftyles  the  Spirit  the  Comforter^  and  another 
Comforter.  He  fpeaks  this  in  diftinftion  from  himfelf. 
He  had  hitherto  been  their  comforter,  and  was  em- 
phatically ftyled  the  Confolation-  of  Ifrael^  containing 
in  himfelf  the  whole  fulnefs  of  everlafting  confola- 
tion, his  prefence  being  better  than  life  itfelf.  But 
the  Holy  Spirit  was  to  open  more  largely  the  heart  of 
Chrift  unto  them,  lead  them  into  a  greater  acquaint* 
ance  with  the  bowels  of  his  mercy,  impart  unto  them 
unfpeakable  comfort,  atid  fill  them  with  unutterable 
joy.  Him,  therefore,  our  Lord  informs  them,  he 
would  fend  in  his  room  and  ftead»  to  fhed  abroad  in 
their  hearts  a  fenfe  of  the  Father's  everlafting  love, 
to  glorify  himfelf  as  God-man  Mediator,  in  the  view 
of  their  faith,  and  to  beftow  upon  them  every  comfort 
they  would  need  this  fide  heaven*     What  Chrift  here  • 
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promifetb  bis  difciples,  belongs  to  all  bis  cburch  and 
people.  His  a6ts  of  grace  towards  them  are  fymboli- 
cal  of  his  grace  bellowed  upon  his  whole  myftic 
body.  Did  he  promife  to  fend  them  the  Spirit  ?  It 
was  to  be  the  confequence  of  his  having  firft  re- 
ceived him  in  all  the  fulneis  of  his  gifts  and  graces  as 
their  glorified  head.  He  received  him  thus  upon  his 
inauguration  and  feffion  upon  his  prieftly  throne.  For, 
though  as  Mediator,  he  was  anointed  from  everlafting, 
hqnce  he  is  called  Chrift,  which  fignifies  anointed, 
and  was  filled  with  the  unmeafurable  gifts  and  unflion 
of  the  Holy  Ghoft  at  his  birth  and  baptifm  j  yet  he 
was,  over  and  befide  all  this,  afireih  anointed  at  his 
afcenfion  and  glorification  within  the  vail,  when  he 
was,  made  and  declared  to  be  both  Lord  and 
Chrift,  being  then  anointed  with  the  oil  of  gladnels 
above  his  fellows. 

God  hath  exalted  Chrift  as  King  in  heaven,  and 
he  hath  alfo  anointed  him  ;  and  this  oil  or  un6ion, 
which  hath  been  poured  Cut  upon  him,  is  the  Holy 
Ghoft.  Chrift  then,  once  for  all,  received  the  Holy 
Ghoft,  in  all  his  gifts  and  graces,  in  the  fulleft  man« 
ner,  and  that  for  ever ;  therefore  it  was,  that  fo  foon 
as  the  crown  royal  was  on  his  head,  he  poured  down 
the  Holy  Ghoft  fo  abundantly  upon  his  apoftles  and 
followers;  and  he  ftill  does  and  will  continue  the  gift 
of  his  fpirit  unto  his  church  and  people.  It  is  a  fure 
and  certain  rule,  that  whatfoevcr  we  receive  from 
Chrift,  that  he  himfelf  firft  receives  in  himfelf  for  us; 
fo  thati  one  reafon  why  this  oil  ran  then  fo  plentifully 
down  upon  the  ikirts  of  this  our  high  Prieft,  that  is 
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on  his  members  the  apoftles  and  faints,  and  fo  conti<* 
nues  to  do  unto  this  day,  is,  becaufe  our  high  Prieft  and 
Head  himfelf  was  then  afrefh  anointed  with  it.  There- 
fore Peter,  in  the  fecond  chapter  of  the  Afts,  verfc 
33,  giving  an  account  how  it  came  to  pafs  that  they 
were  fo  filled  with  the  Holy  Ghoft,  fays,  that  Chrift 
having  received  of  the  Father  the  promife  of  the  Holy 
Ghoft,  he  had  fhed  him  forth  on  them :  which  receiv* 
ing  is  not  to  be  underftood  of  his  bare  and  fingle 
receiving  the  promife  of  the  Holy  Gboft  for  us,  by 
having  power  then  given  him  to  fhed  the  fpirit  down 
upon  them,  as  God  had  promifed,  though  this  is  a 
truth :  but  he  received  him,  firft  as  poured  forth  on 
himfelf,  and  fo  flied  him  abroad  upon  them,  ac- 
cording to  that  rule,  that  whatever  God  doth  unto 
us   by   Chrift,   he  fkft  doeth  it  unto  Chrift.     We 
are  generally  taken  much  with  what  our   Lord  did 
for   us   in   the   garden,  and  upon  the  crofs;  and  it 
may  be,  we  forget  and  overlook  the  great  benefits 
and  bleflings  which  he  hath  obtained  and  doth  beftov 
upon  us  in  confequence  of  it.     I  fear  believers  over- 
look Chrift's  promife  of  fending  the  Holy  Sjririt,  and 
his  blefied  work  and  operations  in  and  upon  the  hearts 
of  his  beloved  ones.  Thofe  are  truly  gracious  perfons, 
who  are  experimentally  acquabted  with  the  gracious 
energy  and  renewing  of  the  Holy  Ghoft :  thofe  only* 
are  happy  in  God,  and  full  of  comfort,  who  have  the 
Holy  Spirit  for  their  comforter.     What  our  Lord 
promifed  in  the  text,  his  whole  church  are  entitled  to 
and  interefted  in,  as  they  are  alfo  in  that  divine  bene- 
di£tion  Which  he  pronounced  upon  his  difciples  when 
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he  parted  from  them  and  was  carried  up  into  heaven/ 
Our  Lord's  lad  aft  upon  earthy  was  an  aft  of  the 
higheft  kind.  He  led  his  difciples  out  as  far  as  to 
Bethany,  and  there,  as  their  great  high  pricft  who  had 

abolifhed  fin,  and  who  is  the  Lord  their  rightcoufnefs, 

* 

in  whom  they  are  complete,  he  lifted  up  his  hands 
and  ble fled  them.  They  were  herein  reprefentatives 
of  Chrift's  church;  and  this  blefling  ftill  rcfts  with, 
and  upon  the  true  and  real  church  of  Ghrift,  as  doth 
alfo  the  gift  of  the  Spirit;  though  not  in  a  miraculous 
manner,  yet  in  all  his  fpiritual,  faving,  quickening, 
cpiriforting  gifts,  graces,  and  operations.  The  fame 
Holy  Ghoft  is  with  us  to  this  day,  and  puts  forth  the 
lame  almighty  power  in  the  word,  whereby  he  quick- 
ens and  regenerates  the  fouls  of  his  people  :  he  pro- 
vides paftors  for  the  church  after  the  Lord's  own 
heart,  who  feed  Chrift's  lambs  and  fheep  with  know- 
ledge and  underftanding.  He  continues  and  works 
that  ftanding  miracle  in  the  church,  the  converfion  of 
finners,  whom  he  quickens  and  makes  alive  to  God. 
He  draws  the  hearts  of  faints  after  their  glorious 
bridegroom,  Chrift  their  Lord ;  and  he  it  is  who  keeps 
them  es  chafte  virgins  unto  him.  The  Holy  Spirit  is 
ftill,  and  will  continue  to  the  end  of  the  world  to  be 
'  in  the  preaching  of  the  word,  and  in  the  adminiftra- 
tion  of  the  ordinances,  to  render  them  effeftual ;  and 
he  is  alfo  in  your  hearts,  believers.  Chrift  promifeth 
to  fend  the  Spirit  as  a  comforter,  and  this  leads  us  to 
confider  the  true  and  proper  office  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 
It  was  Chrift's  incommunicable  work  and  office  to 
make  atonement   for   fin,   to    bring  in  everlafting 
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righteouffiefs,  and  then  to  prefent  himfelf  before  the 
Majefty  in  the  heavens  as  the  glorious  reprefentative, 
interceflbr,  and  advocate  at  the  Father's  right  hand. 
All  the  fpiritual  cordials  the  faints  would  ever  need, 
were  moft  carefully  prepared  and  provided  for  them 
by  Chrift.  Though  Chrift  obtained  eternal  redemption 
for  them,  and  opened  the  way  for  all  fpiritual  com- 
forts  to  be  beftowed,  yet  the  Holy  Spirit  was  to  have 
the  communicating  of  them  to  the  people  of  God. 
There  is  a  moft  glorious  order  obferved  by  the  eter- 
nal Three  in  the  economy  of  grace:  the  divine  per- 
fons  mutually  honour  and  truft  each  other.  Though 
there  are  three  perfons  in  God,  there  is  but  one  will, 
and  it  is  the  diftinft  afts  of  the  divine  will,  in  the 
divine  perfons,  which  gave  being  and  form  to  the 
covenant  of  grace.  In  the  engagements  between  the 
facred  Three,  re fpe&ing  the  falvation  of  the  eleQ, 
the  Father  took  the  word  of  his  Son,  pafTed  in  the 
council  of  peace,  and  trufted  the  'everlafting  con- 
cerns of  his  people  thereupon.  Millions  of  OldTefta- 
ment  faints  were  admitted  unto  heaven  upon  the  credit 
of  Chrift's  future  incarnation,  obedience,  and  atonement. 
In  the  midft  of  time,  at  it  were  between  two  eternities, 
the  effential  word  was  made  flefh,  and  finiflied  the 
work  which  the  Father;*  gave  him  to  do.  And  he  now/ 
trufts  the  Father  for  the  falvation  of  all  thofe  who  be- 
lieve on  his  name,  dowti  to  the  end  of  time.  The 
Holy  Ghoft  hath  alfo  as  great  a  truft  repofed  in  him. 
He,  as  the  great  fecretary  of  heaven,  undertakes  to 
bring  home  all  the  eleft,  by  efFeftual  calling,  unto . 
Cod.     Here  then  we  may  take  a  view  of  the  eternal 
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worth  and  everlafting  efficacy  of  Chrift's  facrifice  and 
interceffion ;  the  fruit  of  which  is  that  here  is  woiic 
for  the  Holy  Spirit  to  perform  to  the  end  of  time, 
even  this,  to  glorify  Chrift,  in  tadcing  of  the  things  of 
his  perfon,  blood,  righteoufnefs,  love,  grace,  and 
mercy,  and  (hewing  them  unto  us ;  in  ading  the  p^rt 
of  a  glorious  powerful  advocate,  by  pleading  Chrift's 
caufe  in  our  hearts,  and  teftifying  concerning  his  work 
for  us,  and  in  us,  by  comforting  our  fouls  with  the  ap* 
plication  of  Chrift,  and  all  his  benefits  unto  us. 

This  brings  me  to  my  third  particular,  which  is,  that 
the  Spirit  being  given,  he  is  to  abide  with  the  church  for 
even  As  the  grand  promife  of  the  Old  Teftament 
was  concerning  the  Father's  fending  Chrift ;  fo  it  is 
,  the  great  promife  of  the  New,  that  Chrift  will  fend 
the  fpirit.  He  is  fent  by  the  Father  and  the  Son, 
in  order  to  fulfil  what  was  agreed  upon  by  the  three 
perfons  in  the  everlafting  covenant.  I  will  pray  the 
Father^  and  he  Jhall  give  you  another  Comforter  i  fuch 
an  one  as  I  have  been  unto  you,  and  in  fome  refpeds 
better,  a  more  fpiritual  Comforter.  It«was  therefore 
expedient  that  Chrift  fliould  go  away,  that  this  Com- 
forter might  come.  Hence  our  Lord  tells  theni} 
Neverthelefs^  I  tell  you  the  truths  it  is  expedient  for  you 
that  I  go  away  ,•  for  if  I  go  not  away^  the  Comforter  will 
not  come  unto  you.  I  tell  you  the  truth,  I  muft  deal 
plainly  with  you ;  I  have  a  great  defire  the  Comforter 
fhould  come ;  and  if  I  go  not  away  he  will  not  come? 
intimating  thereby,  that  it  was  a  greater  blefl^ng  to 
have  the  Comforter  with  them,  than  himfelf  in  perfon* 
And  he  is  promifed  to  be  an  abiding  Comforteri  that 
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receive  him,  and  the  confcience  to  reft  fatisfied  with 
him :  but  I  am  concerned  to  treat  of  the  Holy  Spirit's 
work  and  office  as  the  Spirit  of  adoption,  Te  have  re* 
ceived  the  Spirit  of  adoption^  whereby  we  cry^  Abba^ 
Father.  - 

And  here,  in  the  firft  place,  I  would  obferve  the 
title  given  to  the  Holy  Spirit,  which  is  the  Spirit  of 
adoption.  God  has  loved  his  people  with  an  ever- 
lafting  love,  and  predeftinated  us  to  the  adoption  of  chil- 
dren by  Jefus  Chriji  to  him/elf  according  to  the  good  plea^ 
fure  of  his  willy  to  the  praife  of  the  ghry  of  his  grace^ 
wherein  he  hath  made  us  accepted  in  the  beloved.  This 
grace  of  adoption  was  beftowed  upon  the  ele6l  in 
divine  predeftination.  It  is  not  what  Chrift  hath  .done 
for  us,  nor  what  the  Holy  Spirit  doth  in  us,  which 
makes  us  the  children  of  God.  Chrift  died  for  us 
under  the  confideration  of  our  being  the  children  of 
God.  He,  by  his  death,  was  to  gather  together  in  one^ 
the  children  of  God  that  were  fcattered  abroad^  John 
xi.  52.  As  by  God's  aft  of  eternal  eleftion,  Chrift 
and  his  people  were  eternally  united  by  the  bond  of 
everlafting  love;  and  in  confequence  of  this  union^ 
which  fubGfted  from  eternity  between  them,  he  under- 
took their  caufe,  became  their  fubftitute,  and  in  time 
became  the  author  of  their  falvation  :  fo  t*he  Holy 
Spirit  doth  in  his  own  time  difcover  to  thofe  perfons 
for  whom  Chrift  died,  their  union  with  the  Lord 
Jefus;  and  having  manifefted  it  unto  them,  by  re- 
vealing Chrift  by  the  word  unto  them,  and  then 
revealing  him  in  them,  the  hope  of  glory^  he  (beds 
abroad. in  their  hearts  the  love  of  God  their  heavenly 
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Father,  and  gives  them  to  know  the  love  wherewith  he 
jhath  loved  thetn.  He  warms  their  fouls  with  a  difco^ 
very  of  it,  and  proves  to  them^nhat  God's  love  towards 
them  in  his  dear  Son  is  fovereign,  rich,  full,  and  free> 
that  it  contains  all  the  bleiEngs  of  time,  and  all  the 
glories  of  eternity ;  that  it  was  from,  eternity  what  it 
now  i^,  and  will  remain  the  fj^me  to  eternity :  that  it 
knows  no  change ;  and  that  as  it  is  in  the  fountainji 
the  heart  of  God,  it  is  inconceivable  and  incomprc- 
henfible ;  that  Chrift  with  all  the  bleflings  of  his  eter- 
nal redemption,  the  Spirit,  with  all  his  grace  and  con- 
folations,  are  only  the  gifts  and  fruits  of  God's  great 
love,  wherewith  he  hath  loved  us.  To  be  a  Son  by 
eternal  predeftination  and  adoption,  is  of  all  God's 
a£ts  of  grace  towards  us,  and  upon  us,  the  greateft. 
Though  Adam  might  be  called  the  Son  of  God  by 
creation ;  and  as  foine  think,  the  angels  are  fo  called 
in  the  book  of  Job,  who  being  created  on  the  firft 
day,  rejoiced  when  they  beheld  the  beautiful  work 
of  creation,  when  thefe  morning  ftars  fang  together^  and 
all  the  fons  of  God  fhouted  for  joy  ;  yet  are  they  lever 
faid  to  be  the  fons  of  God  by  adoption.  Hence,  a 
divine,  a  luminary  of  the  firft  magnitude,  fince  the 
apoftolic  age,  I  mean  the  renowned  Zanchy,  faith, 
**  that  to  be  a  Son  of  God  by  adoption,  is  more  and 
<^  greater,  than  to  be  holy,  or  to  be  in  heaven.  An- 
''  gels  (faith  he)  are  holy,  and  in  heaven ;  yet  are  they 
«'  not  the  children  and  Tons  of  God  by  adoption.'*^ 
Thii  is  an  eternal  and  immanent  aft  in  the  mind  of 
.  God,  and  regeneration  is  the  evidence  of  it*  The 
former  makes  us  fons,  the  latter  gives  us  the  nature 
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of  fons.  And  the  Spirit  of  adoption  is  fent  down 
from  heaven,  into  our  hearts  of  fin  and  wo,  to  witnefs 
to  our  fpirits,  that  we  are  the  children  of  God. 
Becauft  ye  arefons^  God  bath  fent  forth  the  Spirit  of  bis 
Son  into  our  hearts^  crying  Abba^  Father.  Let  it  then 
be  obferved,  that  God  having  predeftinated  his  chofen 
ones  to  the  adoption  of  children  by  Chrift  Jefus,  and 
thefe  perfons  falling  into  a  ftate  of  fin  and  guilt  through 
the  firft  Adam's  apoftacy,  Jehovah  the  Father  gave 
his  only  begotten  Son  to  fave  bis  people  from  their 
fins.  They  had  their  iniquities  laid  upon  him;  he 
made  full  and  perfeS  atonement  for  them;  by  his 
ftripes  they  are  healed;  and  in  his  righteoufnefs  they 
are  perfeflly  righteous  in  the  fight  of  law  and  juftice. 
God's  law  being  magnified,  and  juftice  fatisfied,  by 
the  blefled  Immanuel;  and  the  Father  having  freely 
forgiven  his  people  all  trefpaffes,  he  flieds  abroad 
richly  and  abundantly  the  Holy  Spirit,  in  his  gifts 
and  graces  upon  theni;  and  by  him  they  are  bom 
again,  and  made  partakers  of  a  fpiritual  birth,  or  di- 
vine nature.  He  dwells  in  them  as  the  principle  of 
all  fpiritual  life  in  their  fouls,  and  confecrates  their 
hearts  for  the  enjoyment  and  fellowfhip  of  God  the 
Father  and  the  Son;  and  he  begins  and  carries  on 
that  life  of  communion  between  them  and  believers 
here,  which  will  be  perfeSly  and  uninterruptedly 
enjoyed  by  them  in  heaven  to  alt  eternity.  The 
Spirit  of  adoption  is  the  Spirit  of  God,  who  pro- 
ceedeth  from  the  Father  and  the  Son,  and  who  is 
fent  by  the  Father  and  the  Son  to  Ihed  abroad  the 
love  of  God  in  the  heart,  to  give  a  real  enjoyment 
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of  it,  and  to  fill  the  foul  with  joy  and  peace  in  belfetf- 
ing.     He  comes  to  teftify  of  Chrift ;  and  by  taking, 
of  the  thing*  which  are  his,  aad  fhewing  thcin  to  hi* 
people,  he  draws  their  hearts  to  him;  and  by  opening 
and  difcovering  atito  them  the  freenefs  and  fulnefs  of 
divine  grace,  and  the  exceeding  great  and  precious 
promifes  which  God  hath  given  untp  his  people,  he 
leads  them  to  know  their  iniercll  in  Chrift ;  and  helps 
them  in  his  name,  perfon,  blood,  and  righteoufnefs,  to 
approach   their  heavenly    Father  with  holy  pleafurc 
and  delights     Thefe  are  the  bleffed  effefts  of  the  Spirit 
of   adoption  being  received;  hence    v^    cry,   Abbay 
Father^  which  expreffes  the  vehemency  of  afFeftion, 
and  the  freedom  and  liberty  of  children.  Abba^  Father. 
Father  is  the  explanation  of  the  word  Abba.     The- 
words  in  the  original,  fay  the  learned,  are,  the  one 
a  Syriac  word,  the  other  a  Greek,  and  fignify   Fa- 
ther, Father,  or  My  Falher.     And  Dr.  Gill  obferves^ 
and   it  is  quite   eafy  for  each  of  you  to  make  the. 
,  fame  obfervation,  that  the  word  Abba,  reads  back- 
ward the  fame  as  forward,  and  implies  that  God  is 
the    Father  of  his   people,  in   adverfity   as    well   as 
profperity ;  in  times  of  fpiritual  defertion,  as  well  as 
in  times  of  fpiritual  profperity.     God  has  taken  the 
ftyle  and  title  of  our  Father^  to  denote  the  relation 
which  he  (lands  in  to  his  people ;  and  has  taken  all 
the  bowels  of  a  Father's  afit£lion  towards  them,  and 
will  remember  them  with  everlafting  kindnefs.     He 
fends  his  Spirit  icf  make  it  known  to  them,  and  to 
nrjake  them  perfc^ly  happy  in  the  enjoyment  of  it; 
the  experience  of  which,  fometimes,  fills  their  hearts 
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^'ith  joy  unfpeakaj)le,  and  caufes  them  (o  cry  out 
with  admiration,  Behold^  what  manner  of  love  the  Fa- 
ther bath  beflowed  upon  us,  that  we  Jhould  be  catted 
the  fons  of  God!  It  is  actually  bellowed  upon  them, 
and  enjoyed  by  them,  through  the  grace  of  the  Holy 
Spirit.  O  what  marvellous  grace  is  this !  for  believers 
under  the  bleffcd  witneffing  of  the  Lord  the  Spirit, 
to  be  enabled  to  call  God,  Father! — My  Father!  a 
name  which  encourages  faith,  increafes  and  confirms 
hope,  and  draws  forth  the  whole  heart  in  love  to  him, 
who  is  love  itfelf.  It  ferves  to  comfort  their  hearts, 
to  encourage  their  expeflations,  and  to  give  them 
boldnefs  at  all  times  to  approach  the  Lord.  JMfy 
Father^  it  implies  a  fenfe  of  intereft  in  him  as  fuch, 
and  what  greater  bleffing  can  the  Lord  himfelf  bcftow 
upon  us  than  this ;  to  give  us  his  Holy  Spirit,  as  the 
Spirit  of  adoption,  a  fpiritual  perception  and  know- 
ledge  of  the  benefit,  and  to  fill  our  heart  with  the 
comfort  contained  in  it.  This  relation  is  always  one 
and  the  fame,  and  it  can  never  be  diflblved.  Though 
an  earthly  parent  may  difinherit  his,  yet  the  Lord  can- 
not, will  not,  difinherit  his  children.  If  children^  then 
beirs^  heirs  of  God,  and  joint-heirs  ijoith  Chrijl ;  and  to 
fuch  the  promife  is.  He  that  overcometh  Jhall  inherit 
all  things,  and  I  will  be  his  God,  and  he  floall  be  my 
fm. 

What  an  amazing  view  of  the  bowels  of  our  hea- 
venly Father's  mercy  have  we  prefented  to  us,  in  the 
parable  of  the  prodigal  fon,  which  may  be  confidered 
as  defcriptive  of  the  Lord's  dealing  with  his  poor  re- 
turning prodigals ;  who,  after  receiving  innumerable 
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favours  and  bleflings  from  him,  wander  far  from 
God  in  the  paths  of  fin  and  error :  and  yet  their  faea* 
venly  Father's  eye  is  ftill  upon  them,  his  heart  is 
toward  them,  and  he  waits  to  be  gracious  unto  them* 
The  poor  prodigal,  went  into  a  far  country,  left  his 
father's  houfe,  and  wafted  his  fubftance  with  riotous 
living ;  thinking  nothing  about  his  father's  houfe,  of 
}ove,  until  affli6iions  fan£lified,  brought  him  to  the 
ufe  and  exercife  of  his  fpiritual  fenfes.  Then  finding 
himfelf  far  from  home,  feeling  his  pinching  wants  and 
difirefs,  he  begins  to  think  upon  the  love  and  care  hi^ 
Father  had  (hewn  unto  him^  and  exercifed  towards 
him  in  times  that  were  paft.  IVhen  he  came  to  himfelf^ 
be  Jaid^  How  many  hired  Jervanis  of  my  father's  have 
Ixead  enough  and  to  fpare^  and  Iperijb  with  hunger?  I 
will  arife^  and  go  to  my  father^  and  willffiy  unto  bim^ 
Father^  I  have  Jinned  againjl  he^wen^  and  before  thee^  and 
am  no  more  worthy  to  be  called  thy  f on.  It  was  indee4 
the  bowels  of  mercy  in  the  father,  which  moved  to- 
wards this  poor  out'Caft,  and  brought  him  b^ck  again 
to  the  fold  of  God.  And  he  arofe  and  came  to  bisf(^ 
ther.  BuJ  mark  it  f  IVhen  he  was  yet  a  great  way  g^ 
bis  father  f aw  birn^  and  bad  compajfion^  andran^  and  f elf 
m  bis  fteck^  and  kiffed  him.  Oh,  the  bowels  of  coin- 
paffipn  which  opr  heavenly  Father  djfcovers  toward^ 
his  children  in  every  ft  ate  and  pafe  into  which  they 
are  by oughtl  His  eye  is  never  withdrawn  from  them } 
and  m  their  worft  cafes,  his  bowels  of  mprcy  melt 
towards  them;  and  thismelt^  their  hearts  and  put9 
them  upon  returning  unto  him.  The  prodigal,  though 
}ie  had  abufed  hfs  father's  goodnefs^  >^as  tired  with  hif 
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father's  houte  and  company,  and  had  reduced  himfelf 
to  a  moft  abje£t  ftate  of  penury  and  diftrefs;  yet  his 
father's  heart  is  ftiU  towards  him.  He  finds  his  core- 
paifions  fait  not :  and  it  is  more  than  fufficient  to 
melt  his  heart,  to  break  and  fubdue  his  rebellious 
will.  Under  the  expreffions  of  his  father's  love,  the 
returning  prodigal  cries  out.  Father^  I  have  finned 
Mgaii0  heaven  and  befcre  ihee^  and  am  no  wore  worthy  to 
be  called  thy  Jon.  A  fon  he  was,  though  an  ungrateful^ 
finful,  and  unworthy  one.  As  a  fon  he  was  received, 
owned,  and  acknowledged.  And  it  may  (erve  to  teach 
us,  that  God  is  not  alhamed  to  own  his  children; 
nor  the  relation  he  bears  to  them  as  their  Father  in 
Chrift  Jefus,  though  they  are  often  afhamed  of  him,  and 
aft  altogether  unworthy  of  the  high  honour  and  privi- 
lege  of  being  the  Jons  and  doubters  of  the  Lord  God 
Alnughty.  The  prodigal  may  be  to  us  an  emblem  of 
a  poor  backfliding  finner,  when  through  the  compaf-> 
(ion  his  father  had  manifefted  to  him,  in  loojcing  upon 
him  when  he  was  yet  a  great  way  off,  and  falling  upon 
his  neck  and  fainting  him  with  fome  heart-reviving 
thoughts,  that,'  with  the  Lord  there  is  mercy^  and  with 
bim  is  plenteous  redemption^  he  falls  down  at  the  feet 
of  fovereign  grace,  faying.  Father^  I  hofve  finned  againfi 
heaven^  and  in  thy  fight ^  and  am  no  more  worthy  to  he  called 
ihyfims  but  the  father's  grace  fuperabounds,'^and  mercy 
breaks  forth  in  a  fuperabundant  manner!  He  raifes 
the  poor,  guilty,  polluted  wanderer,  from  his  knees, 
will  hear  no  more  of  his  doleful  complaint :  but  to 
the  revival  of  his  heart,  and  for  the  comfort  of  this 
poor,  penitent  backflider,  he  faid  to  his  fervants^  Bring 
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forth  the  heft  rohe^  and  pujl  i(  on  hm*  Let  liim.  have 
a  fight  of  the  immaculate  obedience  my  coequal  Son 
wrought  out  for  him,  and  let  his  ears  be  charmed  with 
your  teftimony  out  of  the  written  word  concerning  the 
endlefs  purity  and  duration  of  it.  jipdput  a  ring  on  his 
bands  which  feeing  circular,  is  ejcpreflive  of  God's  love, 
which  is  frona  everla(ling  tQ  everlafting:  and  as  a 
ring  put  on  the  finger  in  n^anriage,  is  a  feal  and  con- 
firmation of  love,  fo  here  it  is  exprcffive  of  God's 
embracing  the  prodig^il  in  the  arms  pf  his  everlafliog 
love,  and  his  giving  him  fome  blelTed  experience  and 
evidence  pf  it.  An4  put  Jhoes  on  his  feet :  for  the 
Lord  muft  prepare  and  fit  the  fpql  for  running  the 
way  of  his  comnaandments.  A^  bring  hither  the  fatted 
calf  and  kill  it^  and  let  us  eat  and  be  fnetyy-  Which 
(^prefles  the  delight  which  the  Father  of  mercies 
takes  in  manifefling  his  mercy^  in  receiving  poor 
returning  finners  gracioufly,  and  in  difcovering  his 
love  freely  unto  them.  For  this  inyfon^  i^as  dead^  and 
is^  alive  agaz/i^  he  was  Iqft^  and  is  found*  Sirs,  what  a 
ble0ed  pi£lure  is  here  of  the  compaflions  of  the  Lord 
towards  his  people !  And  have  you  not  been,  are  not 
fonie  of  you  partakers  of  |he  f^me  grace  and  com- 
paflion'  ?  You  have  reafpn  then  to  fing  with  David, 
Blefs  the  Ij)rd^  Q  my  foul!,  and.  ail.  that  is  within  n^^ 
bjefs  his^  holy  n^me.  Blefs  the  Ijord^  0  my  foull  and 
forget  not  all  his  benefits ;,  who  forgi^veth  all  thine  iniqni- 
ties  J  who  bealeth  aU  thy  difeafes  i  who  redeemetb  thy.  tife, 
from  deftruSlipn  i  wh  crowneth  tbee,  with  loving-kindnefs^ 
and  tender  mercies.  To  know  God,  to  be  our  Father, 
in  Chrift  Tefus;  to  enjoy  his  love  ihed  abroad  in  our. 
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hearts  by  the  Holy  Ghoft ;  atid  to  approach  the  Lord 
w^ith  love  and  delight,  this  is  truly  bleifed  !  And  leads 

me,  . 

Thirdly,  to  obferve,  that  both  the  fpirit  of  bon- 
dage, and  the  Spirit  of  adoption,  are  faid  to  be 
received,  Te  have  not  received  the  fpirit  of  bondage 
again  to  fear^  but  ye  have  received  the  Spirit  of  adoption^ 
whereby  we  cry^-  Abba^  Father.  The  fpirit  of  bon- 
dage, of  which  I  have  already  fpoken  largely,  may 
be  laid  to  be  received  from  the  knowledge  of  the  law, 
which  being  admitted  into  the  confcience,  ftirs  up  a 
(enfe  of  divine  wrath.  The  fpirit  of  man  unrenewed^ 
and  unfubdued  by  faith,  is  naturally  inclined  to  take  in 
what  the  law  faith ;  fo  that  the  more  he  attends  unto  it^ 
the  more  legal  he  becomes.  By  this  means  a  fpirit  of 
bondage  is  increafed,  and  in  this  way  may  be  faid  to  be 
received.  *"      - 

I  (hall  apply  myfelf  more  particularly  to  the  confi- 
deration  of  the  Spirit  of  adoption,  which  believers  are 
faid  to  receive.  Te  have  received  the  Spirit  of  adoption^ 
This  is  one  of  the  greateft  gifts  which  God  beftows 
upon  his  people,  and  which  is  received  by  means  of 
the  gofpeU  He  gave  his  Son  for  them  :  he  gives  his 
Spirit  to  them,  to  live,  dwell,  and  abide  with  them 
for  ever.  The  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  is  as  great  as 
the  gift  of  Chrift  himfelf.  Qodfo  loved  the  worlds  that 
he  gave  bis  only  begotten  Son*  to  be  a  covenant  for  the 
people;  and  he  hath  been  manifefted  in  the  fleQi, 
and  the  ends  of  his  living  and  dying  have  been  an- 
fwered.  All  covenant  engagements  between  the  Father 
and  the  Son  are  accoinpliihed.    All  covenant  blelfiogs 
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are  in  the  hand  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  whofe  work  and 
•fiice  it  is  to  bring  home  the  ele6l,  by  eiFedual  ciilling, 
to  Chrift^  and  to  make  known  and  apply  to  their  fouls 
ihe  falvation  which  Chrift  has  finifhed  and  wrought 
out  for  them.  He  comes  from  heaven,  in  confe- 
'  quence  of  ChriftV  atonement  and  afcenfion,  and  pro- 
claims falvation  from  the  Lord  for  wretched  finners. 
He  enters  their  hearts  of  fin  and  wo,  and  makes 
known  the  falvation  of  God.  He  puts  them,  by 
believing  in  the  perfon  and  work  of  Chrift,  into  pof- 
felfionof  the  things  which  accompany  falvation;  and 
then  he  becomes  a  Comforter  unto  them.  They  then 
itceive  him  as  the  Spirit  of  adoptiqn,  who  witnefleth 
to  their  ffHrits  that  they  are  the  children  of  God* 
Believers  are  not  praying  for  the  Holy  Spirit  to  rege- 
nerate them,  for  they  have  already  received  him  as  a 
life-giving,  regenerating,  and  fanSifying  SpiriL  Every 
real  believer  is  made  alive  to  God,  and  is  living  by 
the  faith  of  the  Son  of  God*  But  it  may  be,  that 
many  believers  have  not  fo  received  the  Spirit  of 
God,  as  the  Spirit  of  adoption,  as  to  be  enabled  at 
all  times  to  call  God,  My  Father.  The  Spirit  of 
adoption  is  the  gift  of  the  Father's  Ipve,  pnd  the 
fruit  of  Chrift's  afcenfion ;  and  he  is  fent  down  from 
heaven  on  purpofe  to  make  the  heart  perfeftly  hapf^ 
upon  its  return  to  God;  to  enable  it  to  plead  the 
icverlafting  efficacy  of  the  life  and  death  of  Chrift  in  the 
confcience;  and  to  encourage  the  foul  to  draw  near  to 
God  with  holy  freedom,  liberty,  and  confidence.  By 
him  we  are  taught  to  love  our  heavenly  Father,  for 
the  great  Ipvc  wherewith  he  hath  loved   us*      He 
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removes  our  fears,  refolves  our  doubts,  fatisBes  our 
fcruples,  and  anfwers  that  great  queftion  for  us.  How 
ihall  I  know  that  I  am  in  Chrift  ?  This  he  himfelf  makes 
known.  Xt  would  be  well  if  real  believers  would 
confider  this,  that  it  is  the  prerogative-royal  of  God 
the  Spirit,  to  make  known  Chrift  to  the  foul.  There- 
fore  inftead .  of  ranfacking  our  hearts  for  marks  and 
figns  of  grace,  it  would  be  much  better  to  apply 
immediately  to  the  Holy  Spirit  by.  prayer,  for  the 
refolution  of  all  our  doubts,  and  for  fatisfa£lion  in 
this  point,  which  is  of  eternal  moment.  We  cannot 
live  in  communion  with  Chrift,  till  we  know  our 
union  to  him ;  and  the  Holy  Spirit  difcovers  this,  to 
the  end  that  we  may  live  upon,  and  go  on  to  glorify 
him.  -As  God  out  of  his  own  free  love  and  grace, 
chofe  the  elecl  in  Chrift  before  all  worlds;  out  of  the 
fame  love  he  gave  Chrift  for  theto;  and  from  the  fame 
love  he  fends  down  his  Spirit  into  their  hearts,  and 
Jie  is  received  as  the  free  gift  of  God's  grace,  who 
fcals  up  believers  unto  the  day  of  redemption.  This 
fliould  be  obferved,  that  as  God  looks  at  nothing  in 
Ids  as  a  caufe  or  reafon  why  he  fliould  love  ;us;  fo  the 
Holy  Spirit  does  not  come  to  comfort  us,  by  giving 
us  a  fight  and  view  of  our  own  graces;  but  he  com- 
forts us  with  the  difcoveries  of  God  s  free  love  in 
Chrift  Jefus,  which  be  fills  believers  with  a  fenfe  of. 
Paul  prays  thus  for'  the  called  and  regenerated  people 
pi  God :  Now  the  God  of  hope^  fill  you  with  all  joy 
and  peace  in  believing^  that  ye  may  abound  in  bope^ 
ibrougb  the  power  of  the  Holy  Gbojl.  I  add  no  more* 
lyi ay  the  Lord  comxnand  his  jilefting.    Amen. 
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S  E  R  MO  N     IX. 


The  Importance  of  Believing  on  the 

Son  of  Gop. 

John,  Chap.  ix.  Part  of  Ven  35. 


Dofi  thou  believe  on  the  Son  of  God? 

THESE  words  were  put  by  Chrift  in  the  days  of 
his  flefli  to  one  whom  he  had  rcftored  to  bodily 
fight,  and  are  a  queftion  of  eternal  importance.  To 
return  a  true  anfwer  in  the  affirmative  is  of  the 
greateft  moment  and  confcquence  to  us.  .We  are  in 
this  chapter  informed  concerning  a  notable  miracle 
which  Chrift  wrought  in  opening  the  eyes  of  one  who 
was  born  blind,  which  ftruck  the  people  with  wonder 
and  admiration  x  fome  who  had  known  the  man  be- 
fore, affirmed  that  they  knew  him  to  have  been  pcr- 
fetlly  blind :  others  faid,  it  is,  in  all  appearance,  he, 
his  face  and  perfpn  are  juft  like  him  ;  while  the  man 
himfelf  affirmed,  *^  I  am  he."  They  inquired  of  him 
hew  his  eyes  were  opened,  and  he  gave  them  an  ac- 
count. He  was  brought  to  the  Pharifees,  to  the  Jewifc 
ianhedrim,  where  h<s  was  again  interrogatird,  and  flill 
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eturns  the  fame  anfwer,  and  gives  the  fame  account 
which  he  had  done  before.     He-  is  caft  out  and  ex- 
communicated by  them.     Jefus  heard  ibey  had  cqft  him 
out.    He  knew  this  as  the  omnifcient  Gx)d,  and  as  man 
he  had  been  informed  of  it  ^  and  when  he  had  found  him^ 
be  /aid  unto  him^  Dojl  thou  believe  on  the  Son  of  God  ? 
This  beautifully  fets  before  us  our  bleffed  Lord's  deal- 
ing with  finners,  of  whom  was  this  man.    He  ;does  not 
v^ait  for  their  return  to  him,  but  he  goes  after  them, 
to  the  very  place  where  they  are,  and  lays  hold  of 
them  by  his  grace,  draws  them  unto  himfelf  by  the 
cords  of  his  own  love,  opens  their  eyes  to  behold  his 
glory,  their  hearts  to  enjoy  his  mercy,  and  beftows 
himfelf  freely  and  fully^  upon  them,     Dq/i  thou  believe^ 
%s  Chrift  to  this  man,  on  the  Son  of  God  F  Heanfwered 
(indjaid^  Who  is  he^  Lord^  that  I  might  believe  on  him  ? 
^  J^f^^f^id  unto  him^  Thou  haft  botbfeen  him^  and  it  is 
be  that  talketh  with  thee.     And  hefaid^  Lord^  I  believe^ 
and  be  worfhippedhim.     So  that  here  I  think  it  fhould 
te  remarked,  that  when  this  man  before  faid,  one  thing 
•Ikmvj  that  whereas  I  was  blind^  now  I  fee^  he  was 
fpcaking  only  of  his  bodily  fight*     It  is  indeed  the 
vork  of  God  to  open  the  eyes  of  the  mind  to  fee 
Jefus,  to  perceive  and  apprehend  in  him  everlafting 
life  and  falvation ;  and  thofe  perfons  are  truly  blefled, 
Dcing  among  the  living  in  Jerufalem,  whofe  eyes  arc 
opened  to  behold  the  Lamb  of  God  who  taketh  away 
^e  fin  of  the   world.     My  text  is  fhort,  but  very 
'"Jportant;  it  contains  a  queftion  very  neceflary  for 
'*ch  of  us  to  put  to  our  own  fouls ;  and  we  fhould 
^0  well  to  confidcr  the  Son  of  God  as  fpcaking  in 
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thcfc  words  to  each  of  us  individually.     DoJI  ibm 
believe  on  the  San  qfGod? 

I  (ball,  as  the  Lord  may  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to 
affift,  divide  the  text  in  the  following  manner : 

Firft,  by  confidering  from  fcriptufe  teftimony  that 
Chrift  is  the  Son  of  God. 

Secondly,  will  attempt  to  lay  before  you  what  we 
are  to  believe  concerning  the  Son  of  God.     And 

Thirdly,  endeavour  to  apply  the  queftion  clofcly 
to  all  prefent,  Doft  tbou  believe  tm  the  Son  of  Godf 
Thefe  are  the  particulars,  and  of  each  in  its  order. 

Firft,  let  us  attend  unto  the  fcripture  teftimony, 
that  Chrift  is  the  Son  of  God.  The  whole  Scripture 
is  a  revelation  concerning  God :  his  perfons  and  per- 
fe£tions,  and  what  is  therein  revealed,  we  are  bound 
to  believe  and  receive  upon  the  bare  credit  and  tefti- 
mony of  God's  own  divine  authority,  all  Scripture 
being  given  by  the  infpiration  of  God.  It  is  the  one 
grand  and  principal  defign  of  God,  to  fet  before  us  in 
his  word  the  perfon  and  work  of  his  well-beloved  Son, 
for  the  whole  Scripture  may  be  confidered  as  the 
Father's  teftimony  concerning  him.  And  our  Lord 
hitnfelf  declares  to  his  Divine  Father,  This  is  lifi  etet' 
nal^  that  they  might  know  thee^  the  only  true  God^  and 
Jefus  Chrift  whom  thou  hafifent.  To  know  God  in  the 
perfon  of  the  Mediator  is  eternal  life.  Hence  the 
apoftle  faith.  We  know  that  the  Son  of  God  is  come^  ad 
hath  given  us  an  underftanding^  that  zve  may  know  him  that 
is  true :  and  we  are  in  him  that  is  true^  even  in  his  Son  Jefus 
Chrift.  This  is  the  true  God  and  eternal  life.-  And  froDl 
hence  wc  learn  that  Jefus  Chrift  h  the  Son  of  God ; 
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that  in  him  is  eternal  life :  he  being  the  true  God ; 
and  by  effential  union  with  the  Father  and  the  Spirit, 
he  is  ovrr  all  God  bkjfed  for  ever.  Amen.  The 
Scripture  reveals  Chrift  in  his  divine  nature  to  be 
God ;  in  his  divine  perfon,  the  Son  of  God ;  and  in 
his  mediatorial  charaftcr,  God-man — Mediator,  Je- 
hovah's equal,  the  fellow  of  the  Lord  ofbqfts^  in  whom 
dwelleth  all  thefulnefs  of  the'  Godhead  ,bodily  (or  fubftan- 
tially) ;  every  effential  perfection  of  the  Godhead  is 
afcribed  unto  him;  and  the  works  of  creation  and 
providence  are  acknowledged  to  be  his,  John  de- 
clares, in  the  firft  chapter  of  his  gofpel,  that  Chrift  is 
God,  the  creator  of  all  things  vifibie  and  invifiblc. 
In  the  beginning  was  the  word^  and  the  word  was  with 
God^  and  the  word  was  God.  The  fame  was  in  the  begin- 
ning with  God.  In  which  words  we  have  the  eternity, 
the  diftinft  perfonality,  and  the  effential  Deity  of 
Chrift  afferted.  And  the  creation  of  all  things  is 
afcribed  unto  him  in  the  following  wordsj  All  things 
were  made  by  him ;  and  without  him  was  not  any  thing 
made  that  was  made.  And  the  immenfity,  omnipotence, 
and  oinnifcience  of  Chrift,  are  hinted  at  in  the  10th 
Verfe  of  the  fame  chapter :  He  was  in  the  worlds  which 
muft  refpeft  his  immenfity  \  Do  not  I  fill  heaven  and 
earthy  faith  the  Lord  ?  And  the  world  was  made  by  him ; 
by  which  aQ  his  eternal  power  and  Godhead  were  dif- 
co  vcred  :  and  the  world  knew  him  not.  The  apoftle  Paul, 
in  the  firft  chapter  to  the  Coloffians,  afferts  the  fame 
truth,  and  afcribes  the  works  of  creation  and  provi- 
dence to  Chrift.  By  him  were  all  things  created  that 
mre  in  heaven  and  that  are  in  earth :  vijibte  and  invifible^ 
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whether  they  be  thrones  or  domimons^  or  principdittes  or 
powers.  All  things  were  created  by  him^  by  his  almighty 
power,  and  for  him^  that  is,  for  his  own  glory,  his  ulti- 
mate end  in  all :  and  then  he  roundly  aflerts  his  eternity 
in  the  following  words:  And  he  is  before  all  ihii^S) 
which  is  an  infallible  proof  of  his  being  eternal.  Be- 
fore the  mountains  were  brought  forth,  or  ever  thoa  hadft 
formed  the  earth  and  the  worlds  even  from  ever  lofting  to 
everlajling^  thou  art  God^  faith  Mofes^  in  the  90th 
Pfalm,  ver.  2.  The  apoftle  adds,  and  by  him  ail 
things  conjijt.  It  is  as  much  the  a£l  of  Godhead  to 
preferve,  fupport,  and  uphold  all  things,  as  to  create 
all  things.  So  that  here  the  eternity  of  Chrift  it 
aflerted,  and  the  creation  and  fuftentation  of  all 
afcribed  unto  him.  And  in  the  fecond  chapter  of 
this  epiftle,  it  is  exprefsly  declared,  that  in  Chrift 
dwelUtb  all  thefulnefs  of  the  Godhead  ^  and  this  is  to  be 
underltood  of  the  Godhead  as  fubfifting  in  the  Son  of 
God :  the  whole  fulnefs  of  the  divine  nature,  and  all 
the  incomprehenfible  perfections  of  Deity,  fuch  as 
eternity,  immenfity,  oraniprefence,  omnipotence,  om- 
nifcience,  immutability,  and  felf-exiftence,  dwell  in 
him.  Thus  the  Scripture  proves  Chrift,  in  his  divine 
nature,  to  be  God;  and,  in  his  divine  perfon,  to  be 
the  coequal,  coeternal,  and  confubftantial  Son  of  the 
Father.  When  our  Lord  aCked  his  difciples,  IVhom 
do  men  fay  ^  that  /,  the  Son  of  Man^  am  ?  And  when  they 
had  returned  an  anfwer,  he  faid  unto  them,  But  whom 
fay  ye^  that  /,  the  Son  of  Man,  am  ?  Peter,  in  the  name 
of  the  reft,  replies,  Thou  art  Chrift^  the  Son  ofib^  Ihnvg 
Cod.     To  which  our  Lord  rejoinS|  Blejfed  art  thorn 
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Simon  Barjona  ;  for  flejh  and  Mood  bath  not  revealed  it  unto 
tbee^  but  my  Father  which  is  in  heaven.     And  I  fay  alfo 
unto  thee^  that  thou  art  Peter ^  and  upon  this  rock  I  will 
huild  my  church ;  and  the  gates  of  hell  fhall  not  prevail 
againfi  it.     The  church  of  Chrift  is  built  upon  this 
rock — the  perfon  of  Chrift  as  the  eternal  and  only 
begotteh  Son  of  God,  of  the  fame  nature  with  him, 
and  equal  to  him.     John  the  Baptift  fays,  he  faw  the 
Spirit  defcending  and  remaining  on  him,  at  his  baptifm, 
and  bare  record  that  he  is  the  Son  of  God.  The  Father 
bore  his  teftimony  to  this  truth,  both  at  Chrift's  baptifm 
and  transfiguration,  when  a  voice  came  from  the  excel- 
lent  glory,  faying,  T!his  is  my  beloved  Son^  in  whom  1  am^ 
well  plecfed^  hear  ye  him.     And  upon  the  eternity  and 
coequality  of  ChVift  with  the  Father,  depends  the  whole 
of  his  mediatory  works  and   aQ:s :  this  is  the  foun- 
dation of  his  prophetical,  prieftly,  and  kingly  office : 
it  is  this  that  gives  eternal  worth   and  efficacy  to 
the  whole  work  of  redemption.    His  blood  cleanfeth 
from  all  fin,  it  being  the  blood  of  Jefus  Chrift  the 
Son   of  God.     His  prieftly   office,  in  heaven,  hath 
eternal  dignity  in  it,  becaufe  our  great  high  Prieft  is 
the  Son  of  God.     And  God  is  faid  to  purchafe  the 
church  with  his  own  blood,  becaufe  the  Son  of  God 
afltimed  an  human  nature  into  perfonal  union  with 
himfelf;  and  by  the  perfonal  union  of  the  human 
nature  with  the  Son  of  God,  he  became  God-man — 
Immanuel — God  in  our  nature.     The  aQs  and  fuf- 
ferings  performed  and  fuftained  in  the  human  nature, 
are  ftamped  with  all  the  worth  and  efficacy  of  the 
Godhead :  fo  that  the  life  of  the  humanity  laid  down 
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to jredeem  us,  is  called  the  life  oF  God :  the  blood 
Ihed  to  obtain  our  eternal  redemption,  is  called  the 
blood  of  God  :  the  righteoufnefs  performed,  is  ftyled 
the  righteoufnefs  of  God ;  and  for  this  reafon,  bccaufe 
the  Son  of  God,  by  his  incarnation,  became  God-man, 
both  natures  being  united  in  the  perfon  of  one  Chrift. 
So  that  the  following  glory  is  afcribed  and  attributed 
to  our  Lord  in  the. word.     He  is  therein  (ct  forth  as 
God  effentially,  as  the  Son  of  God  perfonally  confi- 
dered,  and  as  God  perfonally  dwelling  in  the  man- 
hood which  he  affumed,  and  in  which  he  performed 
the  work  of  falvation.     Martha,  the  fiRer  of  Lazarus, 
laid  to  our  Lord,  I  believe  that  thou  art  the  Chrift  the 
Son  of  the  living  Gpd^  which  Jhould  conie  into  the  world. 
And  the  evangelift  John,  profeffeth  it  to  be  his  prin- 
cipal defign  in  writing  his  gofpel  to  prove  this  truth. 
^e/e  things  are  written^  that  ye  might  believe  that  J  ejus 
is  the  Chrift^  the  Son  of  God,  and  that  believing^  ye  might 
have  life  through  his  name.     The  proofs  given,  being 
fufficient  to  prove  that  Chrj ft  is  God  by  nature,  and  as 
perfonally  confidered  the  Son  of  God  effentially,  and 
by  his  incarnation  is  God  manifefted  in  the  flefh* 

Secondly,  I  proceed  in  attempting  to  lay  before  you 
what  we  are  to  believe  concerning  the  Son  of  God. 
Our  Lord,  in  the  text,  faith,  Doft  thou  believe  on  the  Son 
of  God?  The  Scripture  treat*  much  concerning  it,  and  it 
fets  before  us  Chrift  as  him  in  whom  we  are  to  believe, 
and  the  word  of  God  as  the  only  warrant  for  our  beli^v* 
ing.  It  may  not  be  amifs  here  to  obferve,  that  the  cver- 
lafting  gofpel  of  the  bleffed  God,  is  folely  and  ftriQly 
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confidered  a  pure  revelation  of  grace.  It  contains  an 
account^  of  the  Father's  everlafting  love,  the  Son's 
finifiied  falvation,  and  the  Spirit's  grace.  It  is  the 
myftery  of  the  good  pleafure  of  God's  will,  and  hath  in 
it  no  commands  nor  threatenings;  but  it  is  falvation  for 
finners  from  the  curfes  of  the  broken  law,  and  the  dam- 
nation of  hell.  Its  great  and  eternal  original  is  difcovered 
in  thefe  words  of  the  apoftle,  God  was  in  Chrift^  recon- 
ciling the  world  unto  himfelf  not  imputing  their  trefpajjes 
unto  them.  This  gives  an  hint  of  an  eternal  tranfaSion^ 
between  the  Father  and  the  Son,  before  all  time,  on 
the  behalf  of  God's  beloved  ones.  For  the  phrafe, 
in  Chrifl^  denotes  an  immanent  aft  in  God,  and 
which  was  manifefted  by  a  covenant  engagement  be- 
tween the  Father  and  the  Son,  on  the  behalf  of  the 
eleft,  who  being  chofen  by  the  Father  in  his  Son,  be- 
fore the  foundation  of  the  world,  and  fet  as  a  feal 
.upon  the  heart  of  Chrift,  he  received  them  into  his 
arms  and  heart,  and  undertook  their  caafe,  and  be- 
came their  Redeemer.  Now  this  being  an  eternal 
purpofe  of  God  in  Chrift,  to  bring  many  fons  and 
daughters  unto  glory,  by  the  incarnation,  obedience, 
and  blood-fliedding  of  Immanuel,  it  was  irrefpeQive 
of  all  motives  in  the  creature ;  it  was  wholly  and  en- 
tirely the  good  pleafure  of  his  will,  (/.  e*  God's  will) 
and  for  the  praife  of  the  glory  of  his  grace.  As  the 
original  of  it  lieth  in  the  heart  of  God,  and  the  mani- 
feftation  of  it  is  in  all  the  declarations  of  mercy ;  fo 
it  was  ratified  and  carried  into  execution  in  the  under- 
takings and  by  the  obedience  and  death  of  our  great 

Na 


1 8o     The  Importance  af  Believing  Sn  the  Sot^of  God. 

high  Prieft,  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift.  The  great  arti- 
cle of  the  everlafting  covenant  was  this  :  He  Jhall  fee 
his  feed^  the  travail  0}  his  foul^  and  the  pleqfure  of  the 
Xcrd  Jball  profper  in  his  hand.  He  was  to  obey  the 
law  perfectly,  to  bear  the  fins  of  his  people  in  his 
body,  and  to  endure  the  whole  punifliment  due  to  the 
crimes  of  his  people,  and  for  which  he  became  re* 
fponfible.  And  the  gofpel  declares  that  when  the  ful- 
nefs  of  time  was  come,  God  was  manifefted  in  the 
flefli,  and  was  proclaimed  by  his  Father  with  an  audi- 
ble voice  from  heaven,  faying,  i72?/V  is  my  beloved  Son^ 
in  whom  I  am  well  pleqfed  And  the  Son  of  God,  in 
our  nature,  brought  in  an  everlafting  righteoufnefs, 
in  perfeft  conformity  to  the  moral  law,  and  was  made 
fm  and  a  curfe, ,  and  offered  up  his  finlefs  humanity, 
in  union  with  his  divine  perfon,  a  facrifice  to  fatisfy 
divine  juftice :  hereby  the  fins  of  his  people  arc 
for  ever  put  out  of  the  fight  of  law  and  juftice,  the 
curfe  of  the  broken  law  is  entirely  and  eternally 
removed  from  them.  God  is  at  perfeft  peace 
with  them,  all  their  trefpaffes  being  freely  forgiven. 
And  Jehovah  the  Father,  fpeaking  from  the  mercy- 
feat,  faith  unto  them,  /  will  be  merciful  to  your  un- 
righteoufnefs  J  and  your  fins  and  your  iniquities  will  I  re- 
member  no  more.  The  gofpel  is  a  declaration  and 
proclamation  of  all  this ;  it  may  well  be  called  a  joy- 
ful founds  for  it  opens  to  view  the  very  heart  of  God, 
difcovers  the  infinite  treafures  of  his  mercy,  and  fcts 
before  us  the  unfearchable  riches  of  Chrift,  proclaim- 
ing falvation  from  the  Lord  for  wretched- dying  men. 
And  fo  freely,  clearly,  and  fully,  is  Chrift  revealed 
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in  his  everlafting  promife  of  the  everlafting  Gofpel, 
that  the  Lord  in  it  fpeaks  thus :  IVboJoever  vfill^  let  him 
t^ke  the  water  of  life  freely.  This  makes  way  for  at- 
tempting to  lay  before  you,  what  we  are  to  believe 
concerning  the  Son  of  God.  And  here  the  Scrip- 
tures muft  be  our  fole  and  only  rule  and  guide.  By 
attending  unto  them  we  learn,  that  our  faith  hath  to 
do  with  Chrift  as  revealed  and  fet  forth  by  the  Spi- 
rit in  the  word.  He  is  the  objefl  of  our  faith,  as  we 
confider  him  in  his  perfon  and  work,  and  the  tefti- 
tnony  of  the  Father  concerning  him,  is  to  be  received 
by  us;  in  receiving  of  which,  and  fetting  our  own 
hand  ^nd  feal  to  it,  by  believing,  we  declare  that  God 
is  true :  for  this  is  his  teftiraony,  that  be  hath  given 
unto  us  eternal  life^  and  this  life  is  in  his  Son.  We  are 
apt  to  conceive  in  our  minds,  when  we  hear  a  dif- 
courfe  concerning  believing  in  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift, 
that  it  confifts  in  believing  that  Chrift  died  for  us,  and 
in  confequence  of  this  we  are  led  into  ourfelves  to 
feek  for  evidences  to  prove  that  we  are  believers. 
But,  beloved,  this  is  not  the  faith  which  God  calls  for, 
and  which  the  gofpel  requires  :  nor  is  it  the  firft  aft 
of  that  faith  which  is  of  the  operation  of  the  Spirit 
of  God.  To  have  the  knowledge  of  ouf  perfonal  in- 
tereft  in  Chrift,  and  to  be  able  to  fay,  /  live  by  the 
faith  of  the  Son  of  Godj  who  loved  me^  and  gave  himfelf 
for  me^  is  a  blefled  privilege ;  but  this  is  faith  grown 
to  its  full  maturity.  A  perfon  may  be  a  real  believer 
in  Chrift,  and  yet  not  have  a  full  perfuafion  at  all* 
times  of  his  perfonal  intefeft  in  him ;  and  though  I 
^ant  (and  it  cannot  be  denied  but)  that  faith  is  aflu- 
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ranee ;  yet  it  is  rather  an  affurance  of  the  truth  of  God 
in  the  promifc,  than  an  affurance  of  intereft  in  it.    I 
will,  by  the   Lord's  affiftancc,  and  in  a  dependence 
upon  his  bleffed  guidance  ^nd  teaching,  endeavour  to 
fet  before  you,  what  you  are  called  upon  to  believe, 
and  in  fo  doing,  give  you  to  underftand,  what  believ- 
ing in  Chrift  is.     Let  us  then,  in  the  firft  place,  con- 
fider  what  wc  are  called  upon  to  believe.     And  fe- 
condly,  the  ground  or  warrant  we  have  for  believing. 
In  the  firft  place,  we  are  called  upon  to  believe  in 
the  glorious  perfon,  and  in  the  finifhed  work  of  the 
Lord  Jefus  Chrift.     The  very  firft  revelation  that  was 
made  after  the  fall,  was  concerning  him,  who,  as  the 
feed  of  the  woman,  was  to  bruife  the  ferpent's  head. 
In  which  the  incarnation  and  fufferings  of  Chrift  were 
hinted  at  and  difcovejed  to  our  fallen  parents,  which 
caufed  the  woman  when  Qie  brought  forth  her  firft-bom, 
to  exult,  faying,  I  have  gotten  a  man  from  the  Lord:  or, 
as  fome  read  it,  /  have  gotten  a  man^  the  very  Jeho- 
vah.    We  arc  called  upon  to  believe  in  the  incar- 
nation of  the  Son  of  God;  that  God  fo  loved  the 
world  that  he  gave  his  only  begotten  Son ;  and  that 
herein  the  love  of  God  is  manifefted,    not  that  we 
loved  Godj  but  that  he  loved  us^  and  fent   his  Son  to 
he  the  propitiation  for  our  fins.     Chrift  in  his  perfon 
as  the  Son  of  God,  and  as  God-man,  is  the  objed 
of  our  faith,  and  his  perfonal  obedience  and  fuffer- 
ings, are  what  our  faith  is  to  be  exercifed  upon,  and 
hence  it  derives  its  ftrength,  comfort,  and  holy  bold- 
nefs.     It  is  by  the  knowledge  of  Chrift,   that  faith  is 
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begotten  in  our  hearts ;  for  it  lies  in  thefe  two  facul- 
ties of  the  foul,  the  underftanding  and  the  will.     To 
fatisfy  the  underftanding,  God  propofeth  the  greateft 
truth  which  he  himfelf  can  utter — even  life  and  fal- 
vation  for  every  one  that  believeth   in   Jefus.     To 
fatisfy  the  will,  God  propofeth  the  greateft  good,  for 
all  good  and  every  grace  and  blefling  are  in  Chrift. 
And   the   underftanding,    enlightened   by  the    Holy 
Ghoft  to  apprehend  Chrift  in  his  effential,  perfonal, 
and  mediatorial  glories,  fees  him  to  be  one  who  is  all 
fufficient  to  fatisfy  the  foul  for  ever  with  unfpeakable 
pleafure  and  delight ;  and  this  draws  the  will  to  choofe 
him,  the  heart  to  love,  and  the  whole  foul  to  delight 
in    him,   as   its  all  in  alL     We  preach  Chrift  cruci* 
fed^  faith  Paul;  and  what  they  preached  the  people 
were  to  believe :  by  the  gofpel,  Chrift  was  evidently 
fet  forth  as  crucified  amongft  them*     Chrift  is  the 
objed  of  faith.     It  is  by  him  we  believe  in  Godj 
and  it  is  the  work  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  to  lead  us  into 
a  knowledge  of  his  perfon;  hence  it  is  obferved  that 
the  apoftle  being  about,  in  the  firft  chapter  of  the 
Coloflians,    to  treat  of  redemption  by  the  blood  of 
Chrift,  he  firft  fets  out  the  perfon  of  Chrift,  as  God 
by  nature,  and  as  effentially  confidered  in  his  diftinft 
perfonality,  the  Son  of  God,  and  as  God-man,  Me- 
diator, the  image  of  the  invifibk  God^  the  head  of  his 
body  the  churchy  their  Redeemer^  who  made  peace  by  the 
blood. of  his  crofs.     So  likewife  in  the  Epiftle  to  the 
Hebrews,  which  is  of  fuch  ufe  and  importance  to  the 
church,  that  the  great  Dr.  Owen  fays,  *'  The  world 
^^  might  do  as  well  without  the  fun,  as  the  church  of 
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**  Chrift  could  da  without  this  divine  and  moft  excel- 
•*  lent  Epiftle.**  In  it  he  is  propofed  to  us  as  the  ob* 
jc£l  of  our  faith,  in  the  eternal  dignity  of  his  perfon, 
and  in  the  tranfcendent  excellency  of  his  offices.  God 
gave  him  and  fent  him,  as  the  only  begotten  Soa  of 
God,  and  we  apply  unto  and  believe  on  him  as  fuch. 
We  are  fanflified  by  faith  that  is  in  him,  A&s  xxvi. 
1 8.  Not  faith  in  his  word  fevered  from  his  perfon ; 
for  indeed  there  can  be  no  true  faith,  if  he  be  not 
known  and  confidered  in  the  excellency  of  his  perfon* 
Faith  confiders  Chrift  dying  and  obtaining  thereby 
eternal  redemption,  which  it  cannot  do  unlefs  it  con- 
fiders him  in  the  excellency  of  his  perfon,  above  that 
of  a  fimple  man,  even  the  Son  of  God,  and  by  his 
incarnation  God-man,  our  bleffed  Immanuel,  God 
with  us.  But  Chrift  as  crucified  is  the  more  immedi- 
ate objeft  of  faith.  God  the  Father  hath  fet  him  forth 
in  the  word  as  a  propitiation  through  faith  in  his  blood, 
and  Chrift  in  his  blood  and  facrifice  is  the  objeft  of 
faith,  as  is  likewife  the  righteoufnefs  which  he  hath 
wrought  out  and  brought  in.  Hence  the  apoftle  Peter 
addreffeth  himfelf  to  believers  thus :  Simon  Peter^  a 
Jervant  and  an  apoflle  of  Jefus  Cbtiji^  to  them  that  have 
obtained  like  precious  faith  with  us  in  the  righteoufnefs  of 
Cod^  (for  fo  faith  Dr.  Goodwin  it  fhould  be  rendered) 
our  Saviour  Jefus  Chriji.  This  is  then  an  objeft  of 
.  faith,  and  this  righteoufnefs  is  recommended  unto  us, 
it  being  the  righteoufnefs  of  God  our  Saviour,  whofe 
name  is  Jehovah  our  righteoufnefs.  So  then  Chrift  in 
his  divine  perfon  as  the  Son  of  God,  and  in  his  medi- 
atorial chara&er,  work,  and  offices^  as  God-man^  the 
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righteoufnefs  and  facrifice  of  his  church  and  people, 
is  the  obje6l  of  our  faith ;  and  this  we  are  called  upon 
by  the  word  to  believe  concerning  him,  that  he  hath 
been  incarnate,  and  that  in  his  life  and  in  his  death, 
he  bath  fini/bed  tranfgrejjion^  made  an  end  ofjins^  made  re^ 
conciliation  for  iniquity^  and  l?rought  in  everlq/ling  righte^ 
otifnefs  /  that  all  the  ends  of  his  living  and  dying  arc 
anfwered,  and  that  being  rifen  from  the  dead  as  the 
juftifying  head  of  his  church  and  people,  and  being 
afcended'with  great  triumph  into  his.Father's  kingdom, 
he  is  feated  at  God's  right  hand,  and  from  thence  fends 
down  the  Holy  Ghoft  to  open  blind  eyes,  and  draw 
the  hearts  of  poor  linners  by  the  cords  of  invincible 
love  and  grace  to  himfelf. 

Secondly?  this  brings  rile  to  confider  the  ground 
and  warrant  we  have  for  believing ;  and  this  is  the  in- 
fallible word  of  God,  in  which  it  is  propofed  to  us 
under  the  nature  of  a  divine  record,  confirmed  by  the 
joint  oath  of  the  eternal  Three,  who  declare,  that 
there  is  life  and  falvation  for  every  one  that  belie vetk 
in  Jefusr  God  fo  loved  the  worlds  that  he  gave  his  only 
hegotten  Son^  that  wbofoever  believeth  on  him  Jhould  not 
perijh^  but  han)e  everlajling  life.  It  is  declared  in  the 
word,  that  thq  Father  gave  him  to  be  a  covenant  for 
the  people,  to  fulfil  all  righteoufnefs  in  his  life,  and 
to  be  their  atoning  facrifice ;  and  that  he  is  infinitely 
and  everlaftingly  well  pleafed  with  Chrift,  and  all  his, 
he  having  magnified  the  law,  and  made  it  everlafl-^ 
ingly  honourable,  and  that  his  blood  cleanfeth  from 
all  fin.  Faith  receives  this  teflimony  which  the  Father 
hath  given  of  his  Son,  and  fets  its  ftal  to  God*s  infaU 
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liblc  truth;  and  in  believing  it,    the    Holy   Gholl 
fills  believers  with  all  joy  and  peace.     We  have  not 
joy  and  peace  given  us  that  we  may  from  thence 
believe;    but  are  brought  to  give  God  full  credit 
for  the  finiflied  falvation  of  his  Son,  and  in  receiving 
the  fcriptural  teftimony  of  it  upon  the  authority  of 
God's  own   word,  that   the  blood   of  Jefus   Chrift 
his  Son  has  evcrlafting  worth  and  efficacy  to  cleanfe 
from  all  fin,  we  are  in  believing  this  filled  with  peace 
and  joy,  and  our  adual  walking  with   God  is  the 
fruit  and  effeft  of  our   believing   it.      From  what 
has  been  delivered  we  learn,  that  Chrift,  as  fet  forth 
in  the  word,  is  the  objeft  of  our  faith ;  that  the  word 
of  God  is  the  only  ground  of  our  faith ;  and  that  the 
matter  of  faQ,  that  he  who  is  coequal  and  coetemal 
with  the  Father,  undertook  to  be  and  is  become  the 
author  of  eternal  falvation,  is  what  we  are  to  exelrcifc 
our  faith  upon.     And  the  Father's  teftimony  that  he 
has  given  eternal  life   unto  us,  finners  of  mankind, 
and  that  this  life  is  in  his  Son,  is  worthy  of  all  credit. 
Here  let  it  be  obferved,  that  Chrift  is  given  unto  and 
fet  before  us  in  the  gofpel ;  and  by  the  Holy  Ghoft 
he  is  revealed  unto  us  in  the  word,,  and  by  it  in  our 
hearts,  in  believing,  as  the  hope  of  glory.     So  that 
in  believing,  we  have  to  do  entirely  with  Chrift  with- 
out us;  and  by  exercifing  faith  upon  him  it  is,  that 
we  find  him  in  us,  dwelling  in  our  hearts,  and  fupping 
with  us ;  and  thus  he  becomes  truly  precious  to  our 
fouls,  under  every  relation,  title,  and  charaQer  which 
he  bears  and  fuftains. 

This  brings  me  to  my  third  particular,  wherein  I 
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propofed  to  apply  the  queftion  clofely  to  each  prefent, 
Dofl  tboH  believe  in  the  Son  of  God  ?  This  is  a  foul- 
fearching  queftion,  and  demands  a  ftrift  inquiry,  for 
upon  believing  on  the  Son  of  God,  our  eternal  life 
depends.  Hence  our  Lord  faith  to  his  apoftles,  and 
in  them  to  all  their  fucceffors.  Go  ye  into  all  the  worlds 
and  preach  the  gofpel  to  every  creature.  He  that  believetb 
and  is  baptized^  Jhall  be  faved :  but  he  that  believetb  not 
Jhall  be  damned.  Thefe  are  the  words  of  Chrift  himfelf, 
by  whom  we  ftiall  be  judged  in  the  laft  day;  and  by 
them  we  Ihould  try  ourfelves  at  prefent.  Sirs,  I  do  not 
aCk  you,  what  conviflions  you  have,  what  your  fins  are, 
what  experiences  you  have,  nor  what  your  prefent 
frames  may  be.  But  I  afk  you,  what  your  thoughts  arc 
of  Chrift  ?  and  whether  you  believe  on  the  Son  of  God  ? 
In  order  that  we  may  believe  in  the  only  begotten 
Son  of  God,  the  Holy  Ghoft  muft  put  forth  his  divine 
power  and  quicken  our  fouls,  enlighten  our  under- 
ftandings,  and  bring  us  to  know  Jefus  in  his  Godhead 
and  manhood,  in  his  love  and  mercy,  blood  and 
righteoufnefs.  Faith  is  the  gift  of  God,  and  it  cannot 
be  received  but  by  the  mighty  operation  of  the  Spirit 
of  God;  and  by  it,  Chrift  is  received  into  the  heart  to 
dwell  and  abide  with  the  foul  for  ever.  It  is  one  of 
the  greateft  works  of  God  to  bring  a  poor  finner  to 
believe  in  Chrift  for  everlafting  life ;  for,  hereby  all 
belonging  to  a  man's  felf  muft  be  denied  and  eternally 
renounced.'  This  is  the  method  which  the  Holy  Ghoft 
makes  ufe  of,  in  order  to  beget  faith  in  the  foul,  and 
draw  it  forth  into  a£l ;  he  prefents  Chrift  to  the  mind 
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\>y  the  word,  and  hereby  reveals  Chrift  to  the  nnder- 
Handing  and  heart,  and  thus  he  draws  forth  faith,  to 
look   unto   him,    and   to  exercife   itfelf  upon   him. 
For  as  Chrift  is  the  obje8,    fo  faith  is  the  aft  of  the 
foul  upon   him.     It    is,    in  itfelf,    the    moft  fimplc 
thing  in  the  world ;  it  confifts  entirely  in  believing 
what  God  declares  concerning  his  infinite    pleafure 
and  delight   in  the  perfon  of  Chrift,  and  his  work 
of  falvation;    in    receiving    Chrift,    as    the  gift    of 
God's  love,  into  the  heart,  and  in  living  upon  him 
for  righteoufnefs  and  ftrength-     Examine  what  your 
thoughts  of  Chrift  are,  and  what  you  believe  of  and 
concerning  him ;  and  be  aflured  that  every  error  re- 
fpefting  the  perfon  of  Chrift  and  his  complete  and 
finifticd  falvation,  is  pernicious  to  your  fouls.     I  will 
tell  you  what  believers  think  of  Chrift,  and  believe 
of  and  concerning  him.     They  think  that  his  perfon 
is  ineftimably  and  invaluably  precious ;  that  his  love 
pafTeth  knowledge ;  that  his  mercy  and  grace  are  truly 
wonderful;  that  his  righteoufnefs  is  everlafting,  and 
that  he  is  the  Prirnce  of  Peace^  their  glorious  orna- 
ment and  everlafting  crown.     And  they  believe  him 
to  be   God  eflentially,  over  all^  God  bleffed  for  ever. 
Amen.     This  is  the  foundation  which  fupports  their 
faith  in  him  ;    upon  it  their  everlafting  hopes  depend. 
He  being  God  and  man  united  in  one  perfon,  they 
believe  him  to  be  almighty  to  fave,  aqd  every  way 
fufficient  to  perform  the  work  for  which  he^  became 
incarnate.     They  believe  him  to  be  Jehovah  the 
Saviour,  the  righteoufnefs  of  his  church  and  people; 
that  the  manhood  being  united  to  the  Godhead,  as 
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refiding  in  the  per(on  of  the  Son  of  God,  all  the  fufFer-. 
ings  fuftained  in  the  human  nature  of  Chrift  had  an 
eternal  worth  and  value  in  them ;  and  that  Chrift  hath 
by  himfelf  purge4'Our  fins,  and  by  his  perfonal  fUf- 
ferings  fatisfied  divine  juftice;  and  that  God's  law 
being  magnified  by  his  obedience,  fin  being  put  away 
by  his  facrifice,  and  God's  juftice  being  perfeftly  ho* 
noured  and  fatisfied  by  the  foul  travail  of  the  bleiTed 
Redeemer,  they  fee  and  believe  that  God  the  Father 
is  cverlaftingly  well  pleafed  with  the  glorious  obedi- 
ence and  facrifice  of  his  Son,  and  with  all  that  believe 
in  him  :  he  himfelf  having  declared  that  this  is  bis 
will,  that  every  one  which  feetb  the  Son^  and  believetb  on 
him^  fbguld  have  everlafting  life.  And  here  I  would 
turn  and  apply  myfelf  to  fuch  as  truly  believe  on  the 
Son  of  God.  You  who  have  fled  to  Jefus  for  refuge, 
and  are  trufting  in  his  perfon,  obedience,  and  blodd* 
fhedding  alone  for  everlafting  life,  are  the  perfons  I 
now  addrefs :  fo  that  I  fhall  not  propofe  the  text  as  a 
queftion  to  you,  Doji  thou  believe  on  the  Son  of  God? 
But  rather  fhall  endeavour  to  fpeak  to  it  in  fuch  a 
manner  as  to  encourage  you  to  go  on  in  the  way  o£ 
believing.  Give  me  leave  to  fuggefl  it  to  you,  that 
the  devil  hates  your  faith,  will  be  daily  nibbling  at 
^it,  and  will  endeavour  all  he  can  to  weaken  it,  and  to 
hinder  you  from  going  on  continually  in  the  exercife 
of  it.  You  will  find  yourfelves  at  times,  ready  to 
call  your  faith  in  queftion,  and  may  be  liable  your- 
felves to  forget  the  ground  of  your  faith,  which  is  the 
word  of  God.     You  that  are  really  believers  in  the 
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Lord  Jefus  Chiift  arc,  I  conceive,  eafily  apt  to  con- 
clude, that  the  principal  defeft  of  your  faith  is  in 
not  believing  your  perforial  intereft  in  the  Lord  Jefus ; 
vhereas  the  greateft  defeft  lieth  in  not  perfeftly  and 
thoroughly  believing  the  truths  which  God  himfelf  re- 
veals in  the  word,  as  the  matter  of  our.  faith.  You 
are  often  complaining  of  your  cold  hearts,  ftrong 
corruptions  and  dead  frames;  it  is  a  fimple  belief  of 
the  truth  of  God,  which  only  can  fet  the  heart  at 
liberty,  when  the  Holy  Ghoft  enables  you,  merely 
upon  the  bare  credit  and  teftimony  of  God,  to 
believe  that  the  blood  of  Chrift  cleanfeth  from  all 
fin,  and  enables  you  to  look  God  in  the  face  with 
boldnefs.  You  muft  firft  believe  in  the  perfeQ;  and 
everlafting  atonement  made  by  Chrift,  before  you  can 
feel  the  virtue  of  it  in  your  own  fouls.  We  often 
pray  that  the  blood  of  Chrift  may  be  applied  unto  us, 
and  fprinkled  upon  us.  How  is  this  to  be  done  ?  By 
the  Holy  Ghoft,  the  Spirit  of  promife.  The  ever- 
lafting virtue  of  Chrift'§  blood  is  held  forth  in  the  pro- 
mife of  the  everlafting  gofpel ;  we  receive  the  promife 
by  faith  through  the  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit ;  and 
the  promife  being  thus  received,  the  blood  of  Chrift 
is  brought  home  and  fprinkled  upon  the  foul.  The 
preaching  of  the  gofpel  is,  as  it  were,  the  fprinkling 
of  this  blood,  and  in  believing  the  everlafting  virtue 
and  efficacy  of  it,  the  application  of  it  is  made.  So 
that  believers  fhould  never  forget,  that  faith,  or  be- 
lieving on  the  Son  of  God,  fets  all  the  faculties  of 
their  fouls  agoing  after  Chrift.  Whilft  the  believer 
is  looking  wholly  off  himfelf  and  every  other  objefti 
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and  looks  fimply  at  Jefus,  all  is  well.  Believing  in 
the  righteoufnefs  and  atonement  of  Chrift,  brings 
^eace  into  the  confcience,  and  the  love  of  God  into 
the  heart ;  and  the  belief  of  the  Father's  love  in  Chrift 
unto  us,  warms  the  cold  heart,  inflames  the  afFe&ions, 
and  draws  the  whole  foul  after  its  beloved. 

It  fhould  be  obferved,  believers,  that  the  faith 
which  I  have  been  propofing  unto  you,  is  founded 
entirely  upon  God's  own  revelation  which  he  hath 
made  of  his  Son,  and  that  the  bare  word  of  God  is 
the  ground,  rule,  and  warrant  of  our  faith ;  and  as 
our  wants  and  miferies,,  fins  and  corruptions,  always 
preach  to  us  our  continual  need  of  Jefus,  fo  the  Fa- 
ther's teftimony  of  him,  and  our  title  to  him,  are  like- 
wife  one  and  the  fame.  Chrift  becomes  ours  by  the 
gift  of  the  Father  unto  us,  and  is  freely  fet  forth  in  ^ 
the  gofpel  to  finners,  and  whofoever  will^  let  him  take  the 
water  of  life  freely.  It  matters  not  what  we  are  in 
ourfelves,  for  to  fuch  finners  as  we  are  is  the  wordofthis 
falvation  fent.  The  blood  of  Chrift  is  more  fufficient 
to  cleanfe,  than  fin  is  to  damn  the  foul.  The  righte- 
oufnefs of  Jefus  is  every  way  fufficient  to  hide  all  our 
deformity  from  view;  and  fuch  as  behold  Chrift  in  the 
glafs  of  the  gofpel,  are  changed  into  the  fame  image 
from  glory  to  glory. 

JMay  the  Holy  Ghoft  lead  you  on  in  a  fimple 
dependence  upon  the  Lord  Jefus,  and  keep  you 
looking  wholly  and  only  at  h'im,  who  is  the  author 
andfini/her  of  faith;  and  you  will  then  find  that  there 
is  blefled  fruit  brought  forth  to  the  praife  and  glory  of 
divine  grace,  by  fuch  as  live  by  the  faith  of  the  Son  of 
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Cod.  Believers,  your  fruits  of  faith  will  be  in  pro^ 
portion  to  your  faith.  While  you  are  living  in  be- 
lieving views  of  and  meditations  upon  Chrift,  you  will 
bring  forth  fruit  abundantly ;  but  you  will  not  look  at^ 
nor  live  upon  it,  but  upon  Chrift's  fulnefs.  What  hath 
been  delivered,  as  far  as  it  contains  God's  truth,  may 
the  Lord  blefs  it  unto  you,  and  to  his  name  fhall  be 
the  praife.     Amen^ 
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SERMON     X. 


Christ^s  continual  Care  of  HisCHuRcit 

'AND  People. 

Isaiah^  Chap,  xxvii.  Ver.  2,  3. 


it  that  day  Jing  ye  unto  het^  a  vineyard  of  ted  tidine.  t 
the  Lord  do  keep  it;  I  will  water  it  every  moment t 
left  any  hurt  it^  I  will  hep  it  night  and  day. 

}  A  LL  Scripture  is  given  by  the  infpiration  of  God^ 
•^^  and  an  infallible  writer  informs  us^  that  whatfo-- 
ever  things  were  written  aforetime^  were  written  for  our 
learning ;  that  we  through  patience  and  comfort  of  the 
Scriptures  might  have  hope*  Looking  upon  them  in 
this  view,  and  as  revealed  for  this  end  and  defign^ 
It  leads  us  to  behold  with  bonder,  admire  with  plea- 
fare,  and  with  tranfporting  gratitude  think  upon  the 
exceeding  great  and  precious  promifes  made  by  that 
God  who  cannot  lie,  which  are  all  yea  and  amen  in 
Jefus  Chrift,  the  eflfential,  confubftantial,  and  only 
begotten  Son  of  God,  who  is  the  head  and  repre- 
fiaitative  of  the  whole  election  of  grace.  With  him 
the  eternal  Father  entered  into  covenant  on  the  behalf^ 
and  for  the  fake  of  his  beloved  ones.    To  him  the 
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promife  of  eternal  life  was  given  before  the  world 
began;  all  the  grants  of  grace  for  his  people  were 
made  to  hitii ;  and  they  have  all  been  made  good  to 
him,  and  he  is  in  the  a6lual  pofTeflion  of  all  the  grace 
contained  in  them.  Hence  the  apoftle  faith,  All  the 
promifes  of  God  in  him  are  yea^  and  in  him  amen.  They 
are  alfo  revealed  in  the  facred  word  of  truth,  and  are 
each  and  every  one  of  them  aftually  fulfilled  by  the 
cfFeftual  grace  and  power  of  the  Lord  the  Spirit,  to 
all  who  are  alive  to  God,  and  who  are  living  by  the 
faith  of  the  Son  of  God. 

As  I  have  taken  what  we  call  a  promife  for  roy 
text,  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  give  you  a  definition  of 
what  the  promifes  are.  The  promifes  of  God  pro- 
ceed  from  the  eternal  purpftfes  of  his  grace  towards 
his  chofcn  people  in  Chrift  Jefus,  revealed  in  the 
pofidve  declarations  of  his  mercy,  infcribed  in  the 
written  word,  and  hold  forth  to  the  view  of  faith, 
the  grace  God  will  beftow,  the  fupport  he  will  afford, 
the  bleffings  he  will  pour  out  upon  his  people,  to 
fupply  their  needs  arni  neceflities,  according  t&  bis 
riches  in  glory  by  Chrift  Jefus.  God  is  entitled  the  God 
of  all  grace.  He  bath  made  known  his  purpofing  grace 
by  his  promifes,  which  become  the  foundation  of  our 
.  faith,  the  fupport  of  our  hope,  and  the  joy  of  our 
hearts.  Grace  in  God's  nature  is  the  fountain ;  grace 
in  his  purpofes  is  the  fpring ;  and  grace  in  his  dealings 
and  difpenfations  is  the  ftream;  and  God's  word  of 
promife  is,  like  himfelf,  truth  and  immutability:  there 
can  be  no  change  in  it ;  and  the  largenefs  of  God*s 
grace  in  the  word  of  promife,  which  belongs  to  hii 
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people,  appears  in  this :  that  there  is  no  cafe,  wantj 
circumftance,  or  ftate,  into  which  they  are,  or  may 
be  brought,  but  is  particularly  noticed ;  provifion  is 
made;  and  a  promife,  either  of  fupport  under  trouble, 
or  deliverance  out  of  it,  is  to  be  found,  if  they  fearch 
the  Bible  for  it :  and  it  is  a  part  of  fpiritual  wifdom  to 
get  acquainted  with  the  promifes  of  God,  and  with  fuch 
cfpecially,  as  moft  fuit  our  cafe,  experience,  and  ne- 
ceflity. 

The  words  before  us,  which  are  to  be  the  founda*- 
tion  of  our  prefent  difcourfe,  contain  one  of  thofe 
great  and  precious  promifes,  made  by  the  Lord  to 
his  church  and  people,  and  is  a  full,  large,  and  com-> 
prehenfivc  one.  It  contains  and  reprefents  the  care 
of  God  over  his  vineyard,  the  church.  The  chapter 
begins  with  an  account  of  a  complete  viftory  and  con- 
queft  which  the  Lord  would  obtain  for  his  people  over 
their  enemies ;  and,  as  I  apprehend  it,  in  a  figure,  it 
fliews  the  complete  viftory  that  God  our  Saviour 
would  obtain  over  his  and  our  fpiritual  enemies* 
In  that  day  (faith  the  prophet)  the  Lotd  with  his  fore 
and  great  and  Jlrong  fword  Jhall  punijb  Leviathan^  the 
piercing  ferpent^  even  Leviathan  that  crooked  ferpent^  and 
be  fballjlay  the  dragon  that  is  in  thefea.  Thefe  words, 
in  their  firft  and  primary  fignificancy,  re(pe£l  Pharaoh, 
king  of  Egypt,  who  is  compared  unto  Leviathan, 
which  fome  will  havq  to  be  the  whale,  others  the  cro- 
codile, who  is  faid  to  be  in  the  fea.  Egypt  being 
watered  and  made  fruitful  by  the  waters  of  the  Nile, 
Pharaoh  is  faid  to  have  his  dwelling  in  it.    Among 
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and  about  the  dreams  of  the  Nile,  crocodiles  haunt ; 
and  the  figure  ferves  to  diftinguifh  the  terriblenefs,  cru- 
elty, and  power  of  the  Egyptians  and  Aflyrians  againft 
the  people  of  thfe  Jews.  But  the  bluftering  rage  of  the 
one  was  laid  low,  and  the  pride  of  the  other  afluaged, 
by  the  blaft  of  the  Lord  of  hofts.  As  it  refpe&s 
the  church  of  God ;  fin,  Satan,  death,  and  hell,  thefe 
fierce,  ftrong,  and  proud  foes,  are  conquered  and 
eternally  vanquifhed  by  the  omnipotent  Jefus,  Our 
adorable  captain  of  falvation  with  the  two-edged  fword 
of  the  word,  overcame  all '  the  power  of  Satan. 
That  fore  und  great  and  ftrong  fword^  was  the  weapcm 
with  which  he  fought  the  decifive  battle,  and  came 
off  an  everlafting  conqueror*  By  .bis  dying  for  fiii- 
Rcrs,  in  their  law-place^  room,  and  ftead,  and  bearing 
their  fins  in  his  own  body  on  the  tree,  the  damdmg 
guilt  and  reigning  power  of  fin  are  fubdued  and 
deftroyed ;  death  is  difarmed  of  its  fting,  hell  vap- 
quilhed,  and  eternal  redemption  obtained  for  his 
whole  church  and  people.  In  treating  on  my  text,  I 
will  obferve  the  following  particulars  : 

Firft,  that  this  fong  was  fung  on  the  occafion  of  the 
deftrudion  of  the  t:hurch*s  enemies*  Secondly,  we 
have  God's  proteding  eare  towards  his  church,  ex- 
preffed  under  the  fimilitude  of  a  vine^dreffer,  taking 
care  to  water  and  prote£i  his  vineyard.  /  the  Lord  d$ 
keep  ity  I  will  water  it  every  moment.  'J'hirdly,  the 
conftancy  of  his  care ;  left  any  hurt  it^  I  will  keep  it 
night  and  day.    Thefe  arc  the  particulars; 

And  we  will  begin  with  the  firft,  and  coafider 
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this  fong,  which  was  fung  upon  the  occafion  of  the 
deftru6lian  of  the  chfirch's  enemies.  In  that  iay^ 
fitigye  unto  her  a  n^hteyard  rf  red  wine.  I  would  firft 
obferve  that  the  church  is  compared  to  a  vine  and 
a  vineyard,  and  which  is^  frequently  the  cafe  both  in 
the  Old  and  New  Teftament;  as  in  the  80th  Pfalm, 
^m  baji  brmght  a  vine  out  of  Egypt  s  thou  baft  caft 
€ut  the  heathen  and  planted  it  s  alluding  to  the  bring- 
ing the  Ifraelites  out  of  Egypt,  and  difpofleffing 
the  Canaanitifh  nations,  to  plant  them  in  their 
room:  and  in' verfe  the  15th,  the  church  is  called 
a  vineyard;  fo  alfo  in  the  Song  of  Solomon,  the 
church  is  compared  to  a  vine  and* a  vineyard.  The 
church  of  Chrift  may  be  compared  to  a  vineyard 
for  the  following  reafons :  a  vineyard  is  a  fpot  of 
ground  feparated  and  diftinguilhed  from  others ;  fo 
is  the  church  of  Chrift  from  the  reft  of  the  world, 
\)y  electing,  redeeming,  and  efficacious'  grace.  Be- 
lievers are  a  cbefen  generation^  a  royal  priefthood^  an  bofy 
nation^  and,  being  fo,  are  a  peculiar  people:  they  are 
fenced  about  with  fovereign'  g^ce,  whereby  they  are 
made  to  differ  from  others.  In  the  vineyard,  the 
church,  ftands  in  the  firft  place  .Chrift,  the  true  and 
moft  noble  vine;  an4  next  to  him  true  believers^ 
who  are  there  planted  by  him,  itigrafted  on  him,  and 
grow  up  in  him.  A  vineyard  is  a  very  fruitful  fpot ; 
fo  is  the  church  of  Chrift,  confifting  of  true  be- 
lievers, who  are  filled  with  the  fruits  of  rightcoufnels 
by  Jefus  Chrift,  who  is  the  true  vine  on  whom  they 
are  ingrafted,  and  from  whom  their  fruit  is  found. 
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A  vineyard  requires  great  care  and  pains  from  the 
hui]bandman;  fo  does  the  church:  and  Chrift  is  con- 
tinually employing  his  care  over,  and  beftowing  the 
ihowers  of  his  grace  upon  it.  Vineyards  are  delight- 
ful and  pleafant,  fuch  is  the  church  to  Chrift;  he 
delights  to  walk  in  it,  and  often  goes  down  into  it,  to 
obferve  how  it  grows  and  thrives.  Vines  muft  be 
watered,  pruned,  and  propped.  Chrift  does  all  thi$ 
and  much  more  to  his  vineyard  the  church ;  he  waters 
it  every  moment  by  his  grace,  prunes,  and  lops  ofiF 
the  unfruitful  branches,  fupports  the  weak  and  tender 
vines  with  his  almighty  power,  and  fences  them  about 
with  divine  favours.  Chrift's  vineyard,  the  church,  is 
a  place  to  fmg  as  well  as  work  in.  He  hath  his  mini- 
fters  employed  in  working  in  it,  by  labouring  in  the 
word  and  do&rine,  and  in  finging  the  Lord's  fong,  in 
publiftijng  the  J-prd's  prjiife,  and  proclaiming  his  ever- 
lafting  love,  free  graqe,  a  finifhed  falyation,  the  un- 
fearchable  riches  of  Chrift,  which  fill  the  fouls  of  th^ 
redeemed  with  joy  unfpeakable,  In  that  day^  whep 
the  everlafting  covenant  hath  been  carried  into  execu- 
tion by  the  incarnation  of  the  Son  of  God;  when  ever- 
lafting righteoufnefs  is  brought  in,  peace  made^  fin 
aboliflied,  Satan  conquered,  and  everlafting  viQory 
gained  over  all  the  principalities  and  powers  of  dark- 
nefs,  fing  ye  unto  her  a  vineyard  of  red  wine.  It  is 
by  the  moft  ptecious  blood  of  Chrift,  the  church  is 
cleanfed  and  purged  from  fin,  and  redeemed  out  of 
the  Ijands  of  law  and  juftice ;  pardon  of  fin  is  the  fruit 
of  it.  IVe  have  redemption  through  his  bteod^  the  forgive* 
^f^  ^f  fitis  according  to  the  riches  of  his  grace.     It  is  the 
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blood  of  Chrift  which  alone  can  wafh  out  the  fcarlet 
ftain  of  fin,  and  obtain  peace  with  God ;  and  redemp- 
tion through  the  immaculate  Lamb  of  God,  is  the 
fweeteft  found  and  fong  a  believer  can  hear;  it  i^ 
mufic  to  the  ear,  honey  in  the  mouth,  and  melody  in 
the  heart.  Without  the  bloodfhedding  of  Chrift,  fin 
would  have  undone  our  fouls:  and  without  God's 
own  teftimony  in  th^  Scriptures  concerning  the  eter- 
nal v/Qjrth  and  everlafting  efficacy  of  the  blood  of 
fprinkJing,  the  guilty  confcience  could  have  no  peace. 
For  when  fin  is  knpwn  and  felt  in  its  guilt  and  power, 
the  foul  would  fink  into  unutterable  and  .everlafting 
defpair,  did  not  the  Holy  Spirit  point  the  con- 
vinced perfon  to  the  Lamb  flain  from  the  foundation 
of  the  world.  Nothing  but  the  joyful  found  of  par- 
don and  falvation,  cap  raife  up  the  foul,  through  the 
grace  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  unto  a  living  hope  and  faith 
in  God.  Tho  Lord  hath  here  prepared  a  fong  to  be 
fung  to  the  honour  of  his  rtame  by  Ziqn'^  converts, 
in  remembrance  of  his  m^rcy,  and  for  the  refreftiment 
of  their  fpirits.  In  that  day  Jingye  unto  her  a  vineyard  oj 
red  wine.  I  the  Lord  4o  keep  it;  I  will  water  it 
every  moment : .  lejl  any  hurt  it^  I  will  keep  it  night  and 
day.  Fury  is  not  in  me.  Here  is  the  church's  fafety 
and  happinefs.  The  Lord  delighteth  iq  his  people. 
He  preferves  and  protefts  them.  He  fupplies  and  wa- 
ters them  with  ftiowers  of  heavenly  bleffings  j  guards 
them  by  night  and  day,  is  ^t  perfed  peace  with  them,, 
and  all  their  enemies  are  under  his  feet ;  fq  that  it  oiuft: 
be  a  vain  xhing  for  any  enemy  to  attempt  to  annoy 
them.  IVbo  would  fet  the  Mars  and  thorns  againft  m  in 
hattU  f  (all  the  enemies  of  God's  people  arc  bul\hQtu\ 
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and  briars  before  the  Lord,  ivbo  will  be  unto  them 
a  confuming  fire.)  1  would  go  through  (or,  march 
againft)  ibem^  I  would  bum  them  together.  Who  would 
be  fo  rafli  ?  Rather  let  every  one  of  mine  enemies 
bumble  himfelf,  and  (ly  to  my  grace.  Let  him  tab 
hold  of  my  flren^h^  that  he  may  make  peace  with  me^ 
and  he  Jhall  make  peace  with  me.  We  here  fee  how 
the  Lord  is  pleafed  to  deal  with  fuch  to  whom 
he  ihews  mercy.  He  pours  out  of  his  Spirit  upon 
them,  and  puts  his  Spirit  within  them,  who  gives 
them  to  feel  their  want  of  Chrift,  and  makes  them 
willing  to  come  unto  him.  Hereupon  the  foul  is 
brought  to  know  that  God  is  reconciled,  is  the  God 
of  peace,  and  that  he  is  at  perfe6l  peace  with  all  his 
people  in  Chrift  Jefus.  He  hath  declared  it,  Fury  is 
not  in  me.  If  the  foul  a(ks,  how  fhall  I  be  aflured  of 
it  ?  How  fhall  I  know  my  intereft  in  it  ?  The  Lord 
gives  this  command.  Let  him  take  hold  of  my  ftret^b; 
Jefus  is  the  all  glorious  Mediator;  take  hold  of  himi 
as  fet  forth  by  the  Father's  love  and  grace,  as  a  propi- 
tiation for  (in;  he  is  the  great  peace-maker.  But  how 
fliall  we  take  hold  of  Chrift  ?  By  faith.  The  Father 
draws  the  heart  to  Chrift,  by  the  invincible  power  of 
his  omnipotent  grace.  The  foul  drawn,  lays  hold 
of  Chrift,  as  the  ftrong  and  almighty  Saviour :  and 
Chrift  being  trufted  in,  and  relied  upon,  by  the  faidi 
of  the  operation  of  God,  hereby  the  foul,  by  the 
teftimony  of  the  Spirit,  is  brought  to  know  its  per* 
fonal  intereft  in  Chrift,  and  that  God  is  at  perfeQ 
pieace  with  him^  The  Holy  Ghoft  reveals  God  as 
reconciled  in  Chrift  and  at  perfcft  peace :  and  when 
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fears  and  unbelief,  he  4ire£b  them  to  take  frefli 
hold  of  Chrift  by  faith,  whereby  they  have  a  renewed 
fenfe  of  God's  love  towards  them,  and  of  their  intereft 
in  the  covenant  of  peace.  Every  fermon  concerning 
the  love  of  God  in  Chrift,  is  a  fong  to  every  trem* 
bling,  doubting,  difconfolate  believer.  The  Lord 
does  not  come  to  his  people  calling  them  to  mount 
Sinai,  difcovering  himfelf  in  terror  and  horror;  but 
he  comes  to  them  in  the  ftill  fmall  voice  of  peace  and 
pardon ;  and  from  mount  Zion  he  fings  forth  the  glo- 
rious fong  of  redemption  to  poor  undone  finners  and 
doubting  faints.  It  is  well  for  us  that  it  is  fo;  for 
when  a  foul  is  really  and  efFeftually  awakened  by  the 
Holy  Spirit,  to  fee,  feel,  experience,  iind  know,  what 
a  ftate  of  fin  and  guilt  Adam's  fall  had  brought  it  into, 
no  voite  but  the  Lord's  can  raife  up  the  guilty  finner 
to  wait  and  hope  for  the  falvation  of  God.  As  God 
wounds  in  conviStion,  fo  he  only  can  heal.  It  requires 
the  almighty  power  of  God  to  be  put  forth,  in  order 
to  comfort  the  truly  awakened  perfon.  Let  the  whole 
college  of  divines,  yea,  fummon  all  the  holy  angels 
from  heaven,  and  let  them  all  cry.  Comfort  ye^  com- 
fort ye  my  people^  foith your  God:  it  will  all  be  in  vain, 
until  the  God  of  all  comfort,  himfelf,  by  his  own  word 
and  fpirit,  is  pleafed  to  fpeak  peace  and  comfort  to 
the  heart.  Luther  ufed  to  fay,  **  It  requires  as  much 
"  to  fatisfy  a  guilty  confcience  as  to  fatisfy  God  him- 
^  felf."  Nothing  can  give  the  guilty  confcience  peace^ 
but  the  blood  of  Chrift ;  and  this  yields  peace  only  in 
its  applicadon,  which  it  is  the  peculi^  prerogative  and 
office  of  the  etemitl  Spirit  to  make.   He  applies  it  by 
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the  word  of  promife,  bearing  his  own  teftimony  in 
the  heart,  that  the  blood  of  Chrift  cleanfeth  frpm  all 
fin.  He  draws  the  foul  to  believe  this  as  an  ever- 
lafting  truth;  and  in  our  believing  it,  the  Lord  fpeaks 
peace  to  the  heart,  and  by  this  means  ^he  believer  is 
raifed  up  from  under  the  burden  of  his  fin  and  guilt. 
Hereupon  the  Lord  fings  this  fweet  fong  of  his  re- 
deeming, pardoning  grace.  A  bleeding  Saviour  is  a 
reviving  fight  to  a  broken-hearted  finner.  A  purple 
Saviour  cleanfeth  a  fcarlet  crimfon  finner ;  a  Saviour 
full  of  boundlefs  grace,  bottomlefs  mercy,  cvcrlaft- 
ing  love;  this  is.juft  fuch  an  one  as  the  foul  wants. 
When  this  well  of  falvation  is  revealed  and  difco- 
vered,  the  joy  of  the  Lord  becomes  our  ftrength.  It 
is  then  a  day  of  triumph,  conqueft,  and  joy.  The  foul 
is  cverlaftingly  conquered  by  the  love  of  Chrift.  The 
will  is,  with  a  kind  of  .omnipotent  fweetnefs,  dr^wn  to 
the  Saviour.  It  is  the  day  of  the  efpoufals  of  the  foul 
to  Jefus ;  and  it  is  the  day  of  gladnefs  of  heart  to  the 
viSorious  Redeemer.  A  fong  is  fung  in  the  church 
of  Chrift  upon  this  occafion ;  yea,  God  rejoiceth  in 
this  joy,  In  that  day  fingye  unto  her  a  vineyard  of  red 
wine.  The  church  is  compared  to  a  vineyard  of  red 
wine,  becaufe  fhe  is  redeemed  from  fin,  Satan,  death^ 
and  hell,  by  the  blood  of  Chrift ;  alfo,  becaufe  of 
thofe  bloody  perfecutions  which  from  time  to  time  it 
has  been  expofed  unto :  principally,  becaufe  of  the 
precious  fruits  it  brings  forth  to  the  praife  and  glory 
of  God ;  all  of  which  are  the  efFefls  of  her  feeding 
upon  the  doftrine  of  a  crucified  Redeemer.  In  the 
church  of  Chrift  is  found  the  wine  which  cheereth  the 
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heart  of  God  and  man.  God's  love,  which  is  the 
ocean  from  whence  all  fpirkual  bleffings  flow,  and 
which  like  wine,  refrefhes,  comforts,  ftrengthens, 
exhilarates,  and  emboldens  his  people,  fills  their 
hearts  with  joy,  their  mouths  wuth  praife,  their  fouls 
with  delight  in  him  as  their  everlafting  portion  and 
inheritance;  likewife  pardon,  pdace,  cleanfing,  and 
healing  through  the  ftripes  and  blood  of  Chrift,  make 
the  church  like  a  vineyard  of  red  wine,  their  thoughts 
being  at  times  wholly  intent  upon  their  Saviour's  fuf- 
ferings:  fo  that  looking  upon  their  Jefus  as  cruci- 
fied, who  is  their  head,  and  is  like  Carmel;  and  the  hair 
cf  their  head  (the  thoughts  of  their  hearts^  upon  his 
bloody  fweat  in  the  garden,  his  ftrong  crying  and  tears 
upon  the  crofs)  like  purple^  being  deeply  fteeped  in 
meditation  upon  their  beloved  and  in  his  bloody  fuf- 
ferings;  thus  in  the  fight  of  God  they  are  as  a  vine- 
yard of  red  wine— ^red  in  the  blood  of  their  Lord's 
^toning  facrifice,  in  which  they  are  everlaftingly  pure, 
^nd  by  which  they  draw  nigh  unto  God ;  yea,  they 
rejoice  in  him  through  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  having 
received  his  atonement,  and  refted  their  fouls  upon 
it.  Alfo  the  facrifice  of  Chrift,  remembered  by  them 
in  the  ordinance  of  the  Lord's  fupper,  may.be  faidto 
refrefli  the  heart  of  God  and  man,  as  it  is  by  the 
offering  of  his  foul  and  body  in  union  with  his  Deity, 
that  juftice  is  fatisfiedand  wrath  appeafed;  and  by  the 
remembrance  of  it,  the  hearts  of  God's  people  arc 
comforted  and  refrefhed.  From  hence  we  obferve, 
there  is  matter  for  real  joy ;  Chrift's  vineyard,  the 
^burcbi  is  ever  before  hiip^  and  U  is  ever  his  delight : 
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lie  dwellcth  in  his  people  for  ever.  God  rejoiccth 
over  his  people  to  do  them  good :  and  they  rejoice  in 
him  with  exceeding  great  joy,  the  caufe  of  which  is, 
that  the  Lord  is  their  portion  and  inlieritance,  and  is 
become  their  falvation,  their  fhield,  and  exceeding 
great  reward. 

This  brings  me  fecondly,  to  take  notice  of  God^s 
protecting  care  towards  his  church,  which  is  exprefled 
under  the  fimilitude  of  a  vine-drefler,  taking  care 
to  water  and  prote6i  his  vineyard.  /  the  Lord  Jh 
keep  it ;  I  will  water  it  every  moment.  As  a  church 
is  compared  to  a  vine  and  a  vineyard,  fo  the  Lord 
is  reprefented  as  the  hufbandman,  or  vine-drefler ; 
and  his  care  is  manifefted  by  his  preferving  and 
watering  his  people  with  the  dews  and  (hewers  of 
heavenly  grace  and  divine  influences.  What  are  the 
people  of  God,  in  themfelves  confidered  ?  Nothing 
but  flefh  and  deformity;  though,  as  confidered  in 
Chrift,  they  are  beautiful  and  glorious ;  in  themfelves» 
they  are  finful;  yea,  in  themfelves,  they  are  empti- 
nefs,  vanity,  and  mifery :  fo  that  they  require  the 
Lord's  conftant  care.  They  would  be  continually 
falling  into  fin  and  mifery,  if  not  prote3ed  and 
preferved  by  the  Lord  himfelf;  who,  out  of  the 
riches  of  his  own  grace,  becomes  their  keeper^  and 
will  be  their  guide  even  unto  death.  We  (hall 
endeavour  to  confider,  as  the  Lord  may  be  graci- 
cufly  pleafed  to'dire£l  and  aflift,  under  this  fecond 
particular  head  of  our  prefent  difcourfe,  firft,  how 
the  Lord  is  the  keeper  of  his  people;  and,  fc- 
condty,  how  he  waters  their  fouls  every  moment. 
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Firft,  the  church  of  Chrift,  which  for  its  value,  exceU 
lency,  and  precioufnefs  in  his  fight,  is  ftyled  a  vineyard 
of  red  wine,  is  the  peculiar  property,  care,  and  charge 
of  the  Lord  of  hofts;  he  is  the  keeper  of  it;  he  prc- 
ferves  and  defends  it  Trom  evil.     What  is  here  faid, 
and  which  feems  to  be  fpoken,  and  may  be  under* 
Hood  of  the  church  of  God  colleftively  confidered)  ' 
is  alfo  true  as  it  refpe3^s  every  individual  member  of 
our  Lord's  real  and  myftical  body.    They  are  all  and 
every  one  of  them  the  objects  of  everlafting  love, 
veffcU  of  mercy,  the  purchafe  of  Chrift's  moft  pre- ' 
cious  blood :  in  his  fight  they  are  perfedly  comely 
through  his  comelmefs  put  upon  them ;  a  garden  of 
delight  which  the  Lord  hath  bleifed ;  an  orchard  of 
pomegranates  with  pleqfant  fruits:  a  vineyard,  of  red 
wine^     The  eye  of  th^  Lord  is  ever  upon  them,  to- 
wards them,  and  around  them  for  good.     Agreeably 
to  what  Eliha  lays  to  Job :  He  witbdraweth  not  his  eyes 
from  the  righteous  :  hut  with  kings  are  they  on  the  throne  ^ 
yea^  he  doth  eftablijb  them  for  ever^  and  they  are  exalted : 
vhich  gives  us  a  beautiful  account  of  God*s  grace 
and  providence  exercifed  by  him  on  his  people.    His 
eyes  of  providence  are  upon  them  to  fupply  their 
temporal  wants,  and  to  prote6l  and  defend  them 
fsom  their  enemies,  and  they  are  never  off  them :  fo 
the  eyes  of  his  love,  grace,  and  mercy.     Jehovah, 
the  iPather,  always  viewed  them  i^  his  Son,  and  ever 
beheld  them  righteous  in  himi  through  bis  righteouf- 
nefs  imputed  unto  them ;  and  looked  upon  them  with 
delight  and  pleafure :  and  always  fo  views  them.  They 
are  fet  as  a  feal  upon  the  heart  of  Ghrift^  engraven  on 
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his  hands,  and  are  ever  before  him,  and  in  his  view. 
His  eyes  are  upon  them  from  the  beginning  of  the 
year  to  the  end  of  it;  yea,  from  one  eternity  to 
another ;  were  fet  upon  tbefn  from  everlafting :  and 
are  upon  them  in  time;  at  the  time  of  conver- 
fion,  to  quicken  and  call  them  by  grace ;  and  after- 
wards they  continue  upon  them  under  all.  their  afflic- 
tions, temptations,  and  defertions,  and  will  ever  re- 
main on  them,  and  never  be  withdrawn.  Nothing 
can  feparate  believers  from  the  love  of  God  which 
is  in  Chrift  Jefus  our  Lord,  They  are  equal  to 
kings  on  thrones ;  they  are  fo  accounted  of  by  the 
Lord,  being  made  by  him  kings  and  priefts  ^  yea^  he 
doth  ejiablijh  them  for  ever^  as '  righteous  perfons  in 
Chrift's  righteoufnefs,  which  is  an  everlafting  one ;  and 
-they  fliall  never  come  into  condemnation;  for  they 
are  eftabliflied  in  the  love  of  God,  in  the  covenant 
of  grace,  in  the  hands  of  Chrift,  in  a  ftate  of  grace 
now,  and  they  fhall  be  confirmed  in  a  ftate  of  hap- 
pinefs  to  all  eternity.  And  they  are  exalted,  being 
raifed  as  beggars  from  the  dunghill,  to  fit  among 
princes,  even  among  the  princes  of  God's  people ;  and 
they  will  one  day  be  exalted  and  placed  at  Chrift's 
right  hand,  they  will  fit  down  with  him  for  ever  in 
his  throne,  and  reign  with  him  for  ever  and  ever. 
The  Lord  himfelf  is  their  keeper,  and  they  are  well 
kept  by  him  :  it  implies  that  he  is  with  them — ^in  the 
midft  of  them ;  that  he  furrounds  them,  protefb  and 
provides  for  them.  So  run  the  gracious  declarations 
of  God's  grace  and  prote6ling  care  towards  his  be- 
loved people  ia  the  charter  of  grace  :  /  the  Lord  will 


Omjts  continual  Care  of  his  Qjurch  and  People.  207 

keep  thee.  And  fpeaking  of  his  church  as  a  city : 
Ij  faith  the  Lord^  will  be  unto  her  a  wall  of  fire 
round  about ^  and  will  he  the  glory  in  the  midfi  of  her. 
This  is  the  believer's  fecurity,  his  comfort,  and  the 
foundation  of  his  hope  for  perfeverance  in  the  good 
ways  of  God — the  Lord's  abfolute  promife;  -who 
hath  fpoken  in  the  word,  and  ftill  fpeaks  thus :  Fear 
thou  not^  for  I  am  with  thee :  be  not  difmayed^  for  I  am 
thy  God.  I  will  Jirengthen  thee  ;  yea^  I  will  help  thee ; 
yea^  I  will  uphold  thee  with  the  right  hand  of  my  righte- 
mfnefs.  The  church  and  people  of  God  are  continu- 
ally furrounded  with  enemies,  temptations,  and  fnares* 
The  corruption  of  fallen  nature,  the  exceeding  deceit- 
fiilnefs  of  fin,  the  malice  of  Satan,  together  with  the 
allurements  of  the  world,  would  be  too  ftrong  for 
the  child  of  God,  were  he  left  to  grapple  with  thefe 
enemies  in  his  own  ftrength.  The  believer  would 
foon  find  fin  which  dwelleth  in  him,  more  than  a 
match  for  all  his  inherent  grace ;  and  Satan  would 
cafily  fwallow  him  up,  if  the  Lor^  was  not  his  keeper. 
The  grace  of  God  implanted  in  the  foul  in  regenera- 
tion by  the  Holy  Spirit,  does  not  deftroy  the  indwel- 
ling corruption  of  our  finful  nature ;  neither  do  the 
communications  of  divine  grace  deliver  us  from  temp- 
tations and  trials.  The  more  the  foul  is  under  the  in- 
fluence of  grace,  the  more  he  feels  the  finfulnefs  and 
oppofition  of  his  carnal  heart  rebelling  againft  the 
holy  will  and  law  of  God.  The  more  communion 
the  believer  hath  with  God,  the  more  Satan  rageth, 
and  the  more  his  malice  will  be  increafed.  It  is  truly 
marvellous^  wonderful,  and  furprifing,  how  the  Lord 
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preferves  and  maintains  fpiritual  life  in  the  fouls  of 
his  people,  notwithftanding  all  the  conQi£is,  temp^ 
tations,  and  oppoGtions  which  they  experience  both 
from  within   and  without  themfelves.     You   wodd 
look  on  it  as  a  miracle  in  nature,  if  you  (aw  in  one 
channel,  two  direftly  contrary  dreams,  running  with 
a  conilant  courfe  and  force  in  dire£i  Qppofition  to 
each  other.     The  regenerate  man  experiences  a  like 
miracle  in  himfelf:  he  feels  to  his  grief  that  there  are 
two  di{lin6):,  oppofite  principles  in  him,  and  that  the 
fiejb  lufteih  againjl  the  Spirit^  and  the  Spirit  againjl  the 
fiejb  ,•  and  that  theje  are  contrary  one  to  the  other.    Sin 
and  grace  are  both  in  the  regenerate  foul ;  and  are 
both  diftinfi  and  oppoiite  in  their  operations:  like 
water  and  oil  which,    though   in   the   fame   vefiel, 
will  never  coalefce  or  mix  with  each  other.     This  is 
the  occafion  of  thofe  foul  troubles  and  inward  con- 
fli£ls  which  God's  truly  regenerate  people  experience* 
It  is  this  which  fetches  thofe  fighs  and  groans  from 
their  inmoft  fouls,  as  it  did  from  Paul,  who  cried  out, 
^  O  wretched  man  that  I  am^  who  Jball  deliver  me  from  the 
^hody  of  this  death  f     BlefTed  be  God,  there  is  deli- 
verance for  us  in  Chrift.     And  believers  do  at  times 
triumph  in  the  life,  4^^h,  refurredion,  and  iatercef- 
{ion  of  Jefus,  over  fin^  felf,  Satan,  and  every  enemyi 
faying,  Who  is  he  that  condemneth?    It  is  Obrift  thai 
died:  yea^  rather  that  is  ri/en  again ^  who  is  even  at  the 
right  hand  of  Godj  who  alfo  maketh  intercefjion  fbr  us. 
And  though  believers  do  not  always  by  faith  per- 
ceive it,  yet  blcfled  be  the  Lord,  he  is  their  keeper. 
It  may  be  you  are  ready  to  afk^  bow  does  the  Lord 
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keep  his  people  ?  Are  they  always  fafe  ?  Does  no 
kind  of  evil  befall  them  ?  Are  they  always  brought  ofF,. 
in  the  ftrength  of  the  Lord,  more  than  conquerors  ? 
I  will  endeavour,  by  anfwering  thefe  queries,  to  point 
put  to  you  the  Lord's  goodnefs  expreffed  towards 
his  people  in  his  keeping  of  them.  /,  the  Lord^  do 
keep  them.  The  Lord  is  their  keeper,  and  he  glories 
in  it;  he  keeps  them  by  his  mighty  power,  as  in  a 
garrifon,  through  faith,  in  a  dependence  upon  him- 
felf.  _  He  is  their  houfe  of  defence,  and  their  fhield; 
all  his  power  is  put  forth  to  proteft  his  people  from 
the  power  of  hell,  the  gates  of  which  Ihall  never  be 
able,  finally  to  prevail  againft  them.  The  Lord  is 
with  his  people ;  the  name  of  the  church  is,  The  Lord 
is  there ;  and  his  prefence  is  a  life-giving,  a  foul- 
quickening,  an  heart-warming,  faith -ftrengthening,  and 
hope-encouraging  prefence.  He  keeps  the  fouls  and 
bodies  of  his  people,  their  whole  perfons,  and  hath 
undertaken  to  preferve  them  to  the  end,  that  they 
may  be  blamelefs  in  the  day  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift. 
And  God  is  Juitbjul^  faith  Paul,  to  perform  all  this. 
The  Lord,  in  the  courfe  of  his  dealings  with  them^ 
does'  by  the  blefled  teaching  of  his  Holy  Spirit,  as 
alfo  from  their  own  experiences,  lead  them  to  know 
and  feeV  the  need  of  his  divine  guardianfhip  and 
conRant  care.  They  find  the  Lord  hath  kept  and 
will  keep  them  even  unto  the  end.  This  appears 
unto  them  from  the  word  of  promife,  which  cannot  be 
broken :  and  from  their  experience,  which  hath  been 
riie  fruit  of  God's  faithfulnefs  to  his  word  and  work. . 
For  they  find  that  he  doth  not  forfake  the  work  of  bis 
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hands,  ^d  that  his  grace  is  in  them  as  a  well  </water^ 
Jpringing  up  into  everlajiing  life*  Though  it  tpay  be, 
they  have  their  falls ;  yet  though  they  iall^  they  aye 
Dot  utterly  call  down^  for  the  Lord  upholdcth  thctn 
with  his  handf  The  fafety  of  God's  people  U  thi;^  ^x- 
prefled  :  ^he  eternal  God  is  thy  refuge :  and  undemeatb 
#re  the  everlqfting  anns  ;  out  of  which  they  caBnot  f^ij. 
If  they  fall  ever  fo  low,  yet  Jehovah's  everlaftin| 
arms  of  love  and  mercy,  truth  and  power,,  ^re  und^- 
neath  them,  to  fupport,  bear  up,  ftrengthen,  and  jj^re- 
(erve  them.  And  the  Lord's  people  ^re  fafe,  eter- 
nally fo»  He  is  f^id  tp  be  a  wall  of  fire  round  atout^ 
ye%  tp  be  in  the  midjl  of,  and  a  prefenf  help  to  them 
in  trouble.  This  caufed  (he  Pfalmift  to  exult,  God 
is  cur  refuge  and  Jlrength^  a  very  prefent,  help  in  trouile. 
$omo  fuppofe  this,  ,the  46th  Pfalm,  was  peiuied  oa 
account  of  the  fiege  of  Jerufalem  by  Senoacherib 
V^ing  taifed  in  th^  time  pf  Hezekiah;  it  certainly 
is  applicable  tp  ^y  tiiQe  of  cpnfufion  and  diftfc&: 
^d  it  is  reported  concerning  Luther,  that,  when  he 
(aw  a  fl;orm  ariling  againflt  the  church,  he  would  fay, 
cpme  let  us  fing  the  46th  Plalm,  a.nd  then  let  ^e 
«nemy  do  his  worft.  In  it  a  (IroQg  confideoce  in  the 
I^prd.  is  expreffed.  God  is  our  refuge  and\ftrength^  a 
niery  prefent  help  in  troukle.  therefore  will  not  wefear^ 
ijoough  the  earth  be  removed^  and  though  the  moutriams  ht 
Harried  into  thd  midji  oftbefea :  though  the  waters  thereof 
roar  and  he  troubled;  though  the  mmntains  fbahe  with  the 
fwelling  thereof  Selah.  God  is  in  the  midfi  (^  bar  2  fht 
fhall  not  he  fnoved :  God  fhall  help  her^  and  that  ri^ 
tiarljf :  as^  indeed^  he  did  in  Hezekiah's  «time>  when 
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Jerafalem  was  furrounded  with  an  exceeding  great 
army,  and  yet  in  one  night  the  angel  of  the  Lord 
went  fartb^  and  f mote  in  the  camp  of  the  'AJjyrians  a 
hundred  and  four  f core  and  five  thoufand :  and  when  the 
inhabitants  of  Zion^r^  early  in  the  mornings  behold^ 
they  were  all  dead  corpfes.  A  bleffed  proof  this,  that 
the  Lord's  prefence,  his  being  in  the  roidft  of  his 
people,  is  for  their  protection,  fafety,  and  good.  It 
may  be,  you  will  be  ready  to '  afk,  are  they  always 
fafe  ?  To  which  the  anfwer  is,  that  the  Lord,  when 
he  brought  the  people  of  Ifrael  out  of  Egypt,  went 
imfare  them  by  day  in  z  pillar  of  cloud ;  and  by  night 
in  a  pillar  of  fire,  to  lead,  cover,  and  defend  them :  . 
fo  alfo  he  is  fpiritually  prefent  with  his  people  "at 
all  timesy  in  all  places,  in  all  cafes,  by  his  fpiritual 
covenant  promife,  which  is  their  fecurity,  prefervation, 
and  glory*  He  being  always  with  his  people,  they 
are  always  fafe  and  fecure.  It  may  be  you  will  fur- 
ther ^  afk. mcy  in  what  fenfe  are  they  fo?  I  reply,  they 
are  fefe^  under  JehovahV  proteftion;  and  fecure, 
as  be  keeps  them:  and  in  the  121ft  Pfalm,  which 
was  written  purpofely  to  celebrate  the  Lord's  good- 
nefs  to  his  people,  manifefted  in  his  being  their 
keeper,  it  is  exprefsly  faid,  T*he  Lordjhall  preferve  thee 
from  all  evil.  How  are  we  to  underftand  this  ?  The 
Lord'&  people  are  not  in  every  fenfe  kept  from  evil. 
In  the  Pfalm  quoted,  it  is  three  times  repeated  to 
arwaken  our  attention  and  quicken  our  obfervation  to 
this  blefied  truth,  that  the  Lord  is  the  keeper  of  his 
fpiritual  IfraeL  Poor  believer !  thou  haft  a  keeper 
who  takQs  care  of  thee,  mid  that  keeper  is  the  Lord.  ^ 
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He  is  fo  watchful  and  careful  of  his  charge^  that  hrs 
mercy  and  goodnefs  follow  hi»  people  all  thetr  life 
long.  He' is  ever  mindful  of  his  covenant,  and  of  his 
people ;  and  will  perfeft  that  which  concerns  them : 
and  if  at  any  time  bis  people  run  into  evils,  and  go 
aftray,  during  all  fuch  time,  his  eye  and  care  are 
towards  them ;  yea,  and  over  them  then  mod ;  to 
weaken  the  temptation,  to  reftrain  corruption,  and, 
even  when  aSually  fallen,  to  reftorc  and  recover  his 
people,  and  bring  them  back  again  to  him,  who  is  the 
great  Shepherd  and  Bifhop  of  their  fouls.  His  care 
is  principally  exercifed  about  preferving  his  people, 
that  fin  may  not  have  dominion  over  them.  So  that 
we  are  to  underftand  fuch  promifes  of  God's  keeping 
us  from  all  evil,  and  preferving  us  blamelefs,  to  have 
refpe6l  to  keeping  us  from  the  evil  of  fin,  fo  as  not  to 
fufFer  us  to  be  tempted  above  what  he  enables  us 
to  bear ;  or  of  his  keeping  us  from  being  finally  con* 
quered,  and  eternally  overcome  with  it.  He  takes 
fpecial  care  of  our  goings  in  his  way»  and  will  there- 
fore, when  we  wander  from  him,  be  fure  to  reduce 
us  again  by  repentance,  and  bring  us  back.  He  will 
keep  the  feet  of  bis  faints.  He  keeps  his  people  firom 
the  evil  of  fin,  as  it  refpefts  the  love,  guilt,  and  power 
of  it.  And  he  preferves  his  people  from  all  evil,  not 
by  preferving  them  fo  as  they  do  not  experience  what 
evil  is,  but  by  fo  working  for  them,  in  and  by  it,  that 
all  things  work  together  for  their  good ;  and  though 
they  are  not  always  victorious^,  but  are  fometimes 
foiled  by  fin  and  Satan,  yet  they  have  a  complete 
viftory  in  Chrift  their  head :  and  when  they  refift  fin. 
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fe!f,  and  Satan,  in  his  name  and  ftrcngth,  they  alfo 
conquer ;' yea,  the  feelings  and  confliQs  they  have  of 
and  with  fin,  make  them  to  hate  it  the  more  perfeftly, 
and  groan  for  perfeft  deliverance  from  it.  For  though 
the  child  of  God  is  not  freed  from  the  inbeing  of  fin, 
yet  he  hates  it,  and  loathes  himfelf  on  the  account  of 
it.  Every  real  evil  that  he  is  preferved  from,  is  owing 
to  the  Lord  alone. 

I  pafs  on  to  the  fecond  thing  pointed  out  under  this 
head,  which  is  the  Lord's  concern  to  water  the  fouls 
of  his  people.  /,  the  Lord^  do  keep  it ;  I  will  water  it 
every  moment.  The  care  of  God  towards  his  vineyard, 
the  church,  appears  moft  divinely  in  his  keeping  it,  and 
catering  it.  And  the  clouds  wherewith  he  refrefhcs 
his  people  are  the  minifters  of  the  everlafting  gofpel ; 
who  as  clouds  are  in  the  vifible  heavens,  fo  are  they 
ifl  the  vifible  churches  of  Chrift :  as  the  clouds  are 
for  watering  the  earthy  that  it  may  bring  forth  fruit,  fo 
the  minifters  of  the  gofpel,  as  filled  with  the  gifts  and 
graces,  with  the  word  and  doftrine  of  Chrift  Jcfus, 
refrefli  the  Lord's  people  with  ftiowers  of  divine  blef- 
fing.  The  Spirit  of  Chrift  accompanying  his  word 
and  ordinances,  the  fouls  of  his  people  are  quickened 
and  ftrengthened.  /  will  he  (faith  the  Lord)  as  the 
dew  unto  Ifrael.  In  a  fovereign,  gradualj  free,  and  won* 
derful  manner,  the  Lord^uickens,  refrefhes,  exhila- 
rates, and  comforts  his  people. '  As  the  glorious  per- 
fections of  God's  nature  (hall  fail  before  the  church 
of  Chrift  be  forfaken  and  left  to  the  power  and  rage  of 
her  enemies,  fo  fhe  is  alfo  aifured  of  conftant  fupplies 
and  nourifiiment  from  the  Lord  himfelf,  aod  that  with- 
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out  fail,  even  for  the  leaft  moment.  /,  the  Lord^  do 
keep  //,  and  will  water  it  every  moment :  left  any  hurt  it^ 
I  will  keep  it  night  and  day.  He  will  water  her  with  hU 
heavenly  do£irine  to  preferve  her  verdure,  and  incrq^A 
her  fpiritual  growth,  and  promifeth  to  |)e  her  guar^ 
dian  night  and  day ;  in  the  darknels  of  adverfity,  and 
in  the  day  of  profperity :  fo  that  Satan  Ihall  not  out- 
wit,  nor  the  craft  and  fubtilty  of  heretics  and  de-v 
ceivers  wafte  and  infnare  her,  /  wall  wafer  it  every 
moment.  Chrift  is  a  fountain  <f  gardens^  a  well  tflkw^ 
iiuaters  and fireams  from  Lehnon.  He  it  is  who  waters, 
refrelhes,  and  makes  glad  the  city  of  our  God,  hU 
^hofen  and  beloved  ones.  As  rain  refrefhes  th^  earth, 
waters  the  hills,  and  defcends  to  the  refrefiiment  of 
both  man  and  beaft,  fo  Chrift's  gracious  prefence, 
the  facred  influences,  the  blefied  Ihowers  of  heavenly 
communications  from  him  to  his  people,  caufe  tbeijr 
fouls  to  revive,  their  hearts  to  rejoice,  and  their  graces 
to  be  excited  and  drawn  forth  towards  him  whom  tbeii 
fouls  love.  The  river  of  God's  love  ran,  a&  it  were, 
under  ground  from  eternity,  and  broke  forth  in  thiQ 
heart  of  Chrift  when  be  hung  upo^  the  crofs;  an4 
Vhen  it  once  breaks  forth  towards^  and  V^^pn  aoy  of 
us  in  converfion)  it  never  ceafes  to  he  ilowiug  f(^ 
in  the  conununics^tion  of  fooif  blefiing  <H:  other  tp  t^Q 
believing  foul.  Our  Chrift  i$  the  fQunt^^^  pf  Uving 
waters:  he  is  full  of  grs^ce,  wdk  ^  i^  CQntin^smjr 
watering  his  church  afid  people,  wd  beftowing  %ipoii 
them  real  good*  /  will  water  it^  That  CbriSi  wax^rs 
his  church  none  will  deny ;  tbam  it  i^  an  infinite  blei^ 
fiDg9  his  pQopl^  vi^ill  cQji^fs  and  s^knowlodge  3  tbatt 


Ob^V  cminual  Care  of  bis  Church  and  PiqUe^  t\  5 

it  is  all  of  grace,'  no  faint  \vill  obje£l  unto :  but  that 
this  (hould  be  every  moment,  here,,  ten  thoufand  to 
One,  but  unbelief .  will  fiart  and  raife  objeElidns^  1 
ivill  therefore  perfonate  the  believer,  and  fuppofe 
him  arguing  againft  the  truth  of  the  promife  i^  li  re« 
fpeSs  his  own  experienee  of  it,  thiis  s  Surely,  though 
I  belfeve  the  word  of  God  is  immutably  true,  andl 
that  God  cannot  d^ny  biftifelf,  yety  fure  I  am,  thM  thif 
is  not  true  concerning  mef :  I  am  not  watered  by  th'd 
Lord  every  moment ;  I  have  not  hjs  refreihing  mA 
eomforting  prefence.  Give  me  leave  here  fo  ^fk^ 
la  God  no  further  graciotrs  to  thy  foul,  O  belie*teft 
thaft  thou  canft  fee,  feel,  and  difcover  ?  Depend  npoW 
it,  whoever  thou  art,  who  doft  believe  on  Chrift  Iff 
(he  |)6wer  of  the  Holy  Ohoft,  thou  ha{l  expeHcUk^ed^ 
art  vntef  efted  kiy  and  doft  ps»rtake  of  mote  gtace  tl«HI 
Ihoti  doft  comteive, 

Thh  promife  of  the  Lord,  /  mil  imtet  it  &oify 
fncmenii  refpefts  alt  and  each  of  the  children  of  th^ 
M6ft  High;  and  it  is  cbntinually  fulfilled.  Coififidef, 
believe]^;  wfio  e<^ntinues^  fpiritual  life  iit  thee?  Whb; 
i]tiickens  thee  in  prayer,  and  draws  os^i  thy  foul  ifl 
defircs  after  God  ?  Is  it  not  thd  Holy  Spirit  ?  What 
is  thiff  but  ^e  feat  fulfilo^mt  of  iliis^  p#omif<5  ?  Th<yii! 
Mrhi  have  no  dbjedion  againft'Chis;  but  luyw  tMtf 
flieuM  be  ^e  cafe  eveiy  lAoment^  is  the  greateft 
ivtMden  And  yet^  believer,  if  Chrift  did  not  w^eif 
diy  ftni¥  eveiy  motii^tt,  t&ougfr  i»  \%  altogether  impeiu 
eepttble  by  thee,  thott  wouldft  die :  ft*  inherent;  graea 
eidirld  nof  ftq^poT^  itfelfc  This'  plant  would  wit6ef 
and  fail  without  the  conftant  care  of  Chlift^  KtHl 
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did  he  not  renew  thy  foul,  and  water  thee  afrefti  every 
moment.     To  this,  it  may  be,  thou  wilt  yet  obj.eQ : 
furely  it  is  not  fo,  it  cannot  be ;  for  the  truth  is,  I 
bave  been  in  (inful  frames,  I  have  even  fallen  under 
linful  influences;  how  can  I  think   God  has  been 
catering  my  foul  every  moment,  when  thus  it  has 
been  with    me?    To  this  I  anfwer,   that   believers 
would   be  in   a  miferable   flate,  if  in  the  worft  of 
frames,  if  at  any  time,  even  when  they  fin,  and  bave 
finned  mod,  they  were  not  fecretly  renewed  by  the 
Holy  Spirit ;  for  then  this  would  follow  upon  it,  that 
we  {hould  fall  back  inftantly  into  unregeneracy ;  but 
in  the  worft  days  we  do  not.     He  upholds  by  renew- 
ing fomething  of  his  grace  and  gracious  conflifis  in 
us  againft  fin :  and  though  we  feel  not  thefe  renewings, 
yet  we  are  thus  daily,  yea  momently,  renewed :  which 
caufed  that  holy  man,  Mr,   Dodd,  once  to  fay  in 
the  hearing  of  that  man  of  renown  Df.  Thomas  Good- 
win, *^  I  belieye  that  I  am  thus  renejyed  every  day^ 
**  though  I  difcern  it  not."     So  it  is  alfo,  as  it  refpefts 
the  Lord's  watering  the  fouls  of  his  people  every  mq- 
ment.     This  is  certainly  the  cafe,  thoiigh  they  do  not 
every  moment  perceive  it.     Bjeffed  be  God  for  it, 
bis  going  forth  in  the  church  is  prepared  as  ^he  momr 
ing.     His  appearance  for  her  and  in  her,  is  as  certain 
as  the  iporning  light  at  the  appointed  hour«     All  the 
clouds  which  threaten  a  perpetual  night  cannot  hinder 
it ;  all  the  worker^  of  darknefs  cannot  preyent  it :  the 
morning  will  dawn,  whether  they  will  or  not :  Chrift 
will  not  fail  his  people,  noj  forfake  them  for  onQ 
Spgle  moment :  . 
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Which  leads  me,  thirdly,  to  obferve  the  conftancy . 
of  his  care,  Left  any  hurt  it^  I  will  keep  it  night  atid  day. 
The  Lord  is  the  keeper  of  all  his  fpiritual  Ifrael:  his 
power  upholds,  his  arm  defends,  and  from  the  ocean 
of  his  grace  he  waters  them  every  moment,  heft  any 
hurt  thenh,  he  will  hep  them  night  and  day.  By  which 
we  may  underfiand  not  only  the  night  and  day  of  tem- 
poral adverfity  and  profperity,  in  both  of  which  we 
need  the  Lord's  care ;  but  by  it  alfo  we  are  chiefly  to 
underftand  foul  trials  and  troubles.  There  are  times 
when  God's  beloved  ones  have  a  long  dark  night  of 
temptation,  defertion,  and  perfecution  :  at  which  time 
the  Lord  keeps  them,  and  is  really  with  them  in  a  way 
of  grace  though  they  perceive  it  not.  Temptations 
are  for  the  exercife  of  faith  v  and  the  Lord  faith,  I 
will  be  with  thee  in  the  hour  of  temptation.  Defertion 
is  a  mournful  feafon ;  but  it  often  prepares  the  foul 
for  enlarged  communion  with  the  Lord.  Perfecution 
is  a  crofs  to  the  outward  man,  but  God  will  keep  his 
people,  and  caufe  them  to  glorify  him  in  it,  and  under 
it.  He  that  keepeih  Ifrael  flmll  neither  flumber  norfteep. 
^he  Lord  is  thy  keeper^  in  the  night  of  darknefs  and 
fpiritual  diftrefs,  the  Lord  is  thy  (hade  upon  thy  right 
hand.  As  the  cloud  of  glory,  in  which  Jehovah 
was,  covered  the  Ifraelites  in  the  wildernefs,  and 
fcreened  them  from  the  fcorching  rays  of  the  fun,  fo 
doth  the  Lord,  by  his  fpiritual  prefence,  fave  his 
people  from  being  fmitten,  fo  as  to  be  fpiritually 
wounded  with  the  fun  of  perfecution.  ^he  fun  fhall 
notfmite  thee  by  day^  nor  the  mom  by  night.     The  Lord 
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Jball  prefervf  thee  from  all  evil;  be  Jhall  prejewe  ihj 
foul:  the  Lord  Jhall  preferve  Iby  going  out  and  thy  coming 
iftj  from  this  ti^ne  forth  and  even  for  evermore.     He  alfo 
keeps  thee  in  the  day  of  fpiritual  profperity.    Left  ofr^ 
hurt  ity  I  will  keep  it  night  and  day.     May  the  Lorc^ 
belp  U5  to  mix  faith  with  the  promife,    Amen^   .y 
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^  NOT  FOUND  IN  GOD*S  PeOPLE,  BECAUSE 
FULLY  PARDONED. 


Jeremiah,  Chap.  50,  Vcr.  «a.    • 

fhofir  days^  and  in  that  time^  faith  the  Lord^  the  im* 
mty  of  Ifrael  Jball  be  Jitught  for^  and  there  JbaU  he 
me  J  and  the  Jins  of  Judah^  and  they  JbaU  not  be 
wtd;  for  I  will  pardon  them  whom  Ireferve. 

^H£S£  words  to  a  believer  in  Chrift  Jefus,  are 
like  apples  of  gold  in  piSures  of  Jilver.  The 
dance,  or  fubjed;  matter  of  this  chapter,  is  as 
Qws:  The  Lord  had  raifed  up,  and  made  ufe  of 
[>ucbadnezzar  to  chaftife  a|nd  fcourge  his  profef- 
;  people  Ifrael  and  Judab,  for  their  national  impie- 
This  end  being  anfwered>  God  predetermines^ 
^ifit  him  and  his  fucceflbr^^  for  his  hatred  and  coo- 
ipt  of  the  Lord's  peculiar  people.  Tbe  deftruc* 
1  of  Babylon  is  here  foretold ;  and  the  retura  of 
Ifraelites  out  of  capdvity  is  mentioned ;  and  in  a 
irative  way^,  tbe  far  more  glorious  relk>ration  and 
emption  of  God'9  churcb  and  people  hf  Cbcift  arc 
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fpoken  of.  At  the  17th  verfe,  the  Lord  defcribcs 
the  ftate  and  cafe  of  the  people  of  Ifrael  and  Judah, 
in  the  wafting  calamities  which  had  come  upon  them, 
Ifrael  is  a  Jcaitered  Jheep^  the  lions  have  driven  bim 
away^  firft  the  King  of  Affyria  hath  devoured  bim^ 
(i.  e.  divers  kings  of  Aflyria,  Pul,  Tiglath-Pilcfcr, 
Shalmanezer^  Sennacherib,  which  laid  wafte  the  whole 
land  of  Ifrael,  and  carried  away  the  people,  leaving 
nothing,  as  it  were^  but  the  bones  of  a  carcafe  that  is 
eaten  up),  jind  lajl^  this  Nebuchadnezzar^  kit^  ofBaty- 
hn^  (who  went  up  againft  Judah,  and  carried  them 
captives)  hath  broken  his  bones.  Upon  which  follows  a 
reftoration,  And  I  will  bring  Ifrael  again  to  his  habita- 
tion^ and  hejballfeed  on  Carmel  and  Bq/ban^  and  bisfod 
fiall  be/atisfted  upon  mount  Ephraim  and  Gilead.  Then 
the  words  of  my  text,  as  a  divine  cordial,  are  uttered: 
In  thofe  days^  and  in  that  time^  faith  the  Lord^  the  iniqidij 
qf  Jfrael  Jhall  be  fought  for^  and  there  fhall  be  none  /  ad 
the  fins  of  Judah^  and  they  fhall  not  be  found  •  for  I  will 
pardon  them  whom  I  referve.  It  will  be  readily  acknow- 
ledged, that  this  Scripture  fpeaks  of"  fpiritual  blcf- 
fings  obtained  through  Chrift's  moft  precious  blood- 
fhedding,  and  beftowed  by  the  Lord  on  his  redeemed 
and  purchafed  people — the  non-imputation  of  iniquity, 
the  pardon  and  removal  of  it ;  bleffings  which  pro- 
ceed from  pure,  free,  and  fovereign  grace :  fo  tliat 
thefe  words  exprefs  the  glorious  ftate  and  cafe  of  God's 
believing  people  under  the  prefent  difpenfation  of  the 
cverlafting  gofpel.  In  fpeaking  from  this  text,  I  will 
endeavour  to  obferve  the  following  particulars : 

Firft,  the!  f)lelljng  fpoken  of,  the  non-imt)utation  of 
fin  to  God's  fpiritual  Ifrael,  exprelfed  in  thefe  words, 
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the  iniquity  of  Ifraeljhall  be  fought  for^  and  there  Jhall  be 
none. 

Secondly,  the  removal  of  all  fin  from  them,  inti- 
mated in  thefc  words :  the  fins  of  Judab  Jhall  not  be 
found. 

Thirdly,  the  pardon  of  it,  /  will  pardon  them  whom 
I  referve. 

Indeed,  this  Scripture  may  be  faid  to  contain  thofc 
great,  glorious,  fundamental  truths, — eleBion,  redemp- 
tion, application :  which  comprife  the  bleffings  of  the 
Father's  love,  the  Son's  falvation,  the  Spirit's  grace. 
The  Father's  everlafting  love  is  manifefted  in  eternal, 
perfonal,  unconditional  eleBion.  The  Son  hath  ma- 
nifefted his  love  in  undertaking  the  caufe  of  his  peo^ 
ple^  in  becoming  incarnate  and  in  living  and  dying 
to  obtain  eternal  redemption  for  them.  The  Holy 
Spirit  hath  manifefted,  and  doth  manifeft  his  love,  in 
making  known,  revealing,  and  applying  Chrift  and 
his  falvation  to  all  his  called  ones,  in  dwelling  in 
them^  and  refting  upon  them  as  the  Spirit  of  Chrift 
and  of  glory.  I  •  would  begin  my  prefent  fubje£l, 
which  will  lead  me  to  contemplate  Chrift  and  his 
great  falvation,  and  its  ineftimable  benefits,  where  the 
Lord  iumfelf  began  it;  by  viewing  thofe  eternal 
afls  and  tranfa&ions  between  Jehovah  the  Father, 
and  his  coequal  and  coeflential  Son :  it  being  truth 
and  verity  to  declare  this  to  be  the  original  of  the 
everlafting  gofpel.  But  I  muft  ftill  climb  higher, 
and  confider  the  fountain  caufe,  even  the  everlaft- 
ing love  which  God  bore  to  his  people  from  be- 
fore all  time.     God,  who  is  love  itfelf  {God  is  lovH 
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(ays  John)  and  who  !ove5  himfeir,  his  Son,  and  Sjpirit^ 
vas  pleafed  to  predeftinatc  his  eternal  Son  to  be  God- 
man,  ibe  head  of  the  eled,  who,  as  he  was  fecond  {^r- 
ion  in  the  Godhead,  and  exifted  from  everlafting,  fa 
he  was  chofen  and  fet  up  in  his  office-chara6ler  and 
opacity  before  all  worlds.    For  his  greater  glory,  the 
Father  chofe  in  him,  and,  together  with  him,  all  the 
eieQ ;  whd  were  prefented  to  him  in  the  glafs  of  his 
Faiher^s  decrees  and  purpofes,  in  idl  that  holincis, 
excellency,  and   fplendonr  which  they  were  to  be 
adorned  with  in  heaven.     Upon  this  prefentatiod  of 
them,  the  God-tnain  fell  in  love  with  them,  and  a&ed 
them  at  the  hands  of  his.  Father,  that  they  mi^tbe 
his  bride  and  fpoufe;  and  the  Father  gave  them  unto 
him,  and  gave  him  with  them  long  Ufe^  even  letigih^ 
days  for  ever  and  ever.     Our  Lord  in  his  mtercefibry 
prayer  recorded  in  the  1 7th  of  John,  in  his  addrefs  to 
his  'Divine  Father  on  the  behalf  of  the  church,  fays, 
nine  ibey  were  (i*  e*  by  elcBion)  Md  tbox  gofoejl  ibm 
me^    God  chofe  the  perfons  of  the  deft  in  Chrift 
his  Son  before  the  fotmdation  of  the  Vorld^  in  con* 
fequence  of  which  they  had  a  virtual  being  and  fx* 
iftenoe  ia  Chrift  their  head^  who  reprefented  them, 
received  the  whole  grant  of  grace  for  them,  and  the 
promife  of  eternal  life  wa&  given  them  in  him  before 
the  world  began.     See  Titus  i.  2.     Yea,  they  woe 
blefled  by  God  the  Father  in  him,  with  all  fpirituat 
bleflings  at  their  ele£lion.  See  Ephefians  i.  3,  4.  Tbcr 
eleft,  being  in  Chrift,  united  unto  him,  and  accepted  iB 
him  the  beloved,  ever  were  the  objects  of  God's  ineffih 
]|le  delight  and  complacency,  the  obje£l$  of  his  invalid 
able  immutable  love,  which  was  from  everlafting  what 
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it  now  is,  and  will  remain  the  fame  for  even  I  ham 
bfved  thee  (faith  the  Lord,  fpeaking  to  his  church) 
with  an  everlafting  love.  Upon  the  forefight  of  the  fall, 
the  eterndl  Father  propofes  the  fcheme  of  falvation  to 
his  coequal  and  coetemat  Son,  who  as  God-man  was 
the  head  and  reprefentative  of  the  ele£l.  He  who  was 
the  head,  became  the  furety  for,  and  undertook  to 
redeem  his  myftic  body  out  of  the  bands  of  law  and 
juftice.  Though  God  created  aH  mankind  pure  and 
holy  in  their  head,  the  firft  Adam,  yet  God  decreed 
Ktfithin  himfelf  to  leave  all  mankind  to  fall  from  their 
ftate  of  creature  purity  and  holinefs,  by  the  default  of 
the  firft  man.  And  though  all  God's  ends  and  defigns 
for  permitting  the  entrance  of  (in  into  the  moral  world, 
cannot  be  known  and  inveftigated  by  us ;  yet  we  may 
iafely  fay,  God*s  end  herein  was  holy,  juft,  and  good. 
By  it,  an  everlafting  evidence  has  been  given  of  the 
creature's  mutability,  ^d  of  the  impoffibility  of  a 
continuance  in  a  ftate  of  pure  creaturefhip,  and  perfe- 
vering  to  will  that  which  is  good  and  acceptable  in  the 
fight  of  God,  except  the  Lord  God,  by  fupcrcreation 
grace,  guides  on  the  will  to  will  Qod's  glory  as  its 
iitmoft  end.  To  which  may  be  added,  what  by  our 
greateft  divines  is  commonly  faid  upon  this  fubjed, 
that  without  the  permiffion  of  fin,  God's  immutable 
hatred  *of  fin  as  fin,  its  contrariety  to  his  nature, 
holinels,  and  purity,  his  vengesmce  and  wrath  againft, 
and  which  will  be  executed  upon  chriftlefs  finners 
for  it,  could  not  be  made  known.  This  we  may 
alfo  fay,  God  had  never  decreed  the  permiffion  of  it, 
had  he  not  determined  to  overrule  it,  counterad:  ]t^> 
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and  work  above  and  beyond  it :  fo  that  where  fin 
would  abound,  grace  fhould  much  more  abound. 
We  read  exprefsly  in  Peter's  firft  chapter  of  his  firft 
epiftle,  that  Chrift  verily  was  fore-ordained  before  ibe  • 
foundation  of  the  world :  which  hath  refpeft  to  his  being 
predeftinated  to  the  office  of  mediator;  who  was,  as 
the  immaculate  Lamb,  to  be  (lain  for  fin,  and  take 
it  away  by  his  incarnation,  obedience,  and  fuflPerings. 
And  here  I  would  begin  to  treat  of  our  firft  propofi- 
tion,  which  concerns  the  non- imputation  of  fin  to 
God's  fpiritual  Ifrael,  exprelTed  in'thefe  words,  fbe 
iniqmiy  of  Ifrael  Jhall  be  fought  for^  and  there  JbaU  be  none. 
With  the  greateft  reverence  be  it  fpoken ;  the  higheft 
and  moft  wonderful  a£i  the  Lord  God  ever  did,  the 
deeped  myftery  and  contrivance  which  ever  lay  hid  in 
God,  or  that  his  infinite  wifdom  can  bring  forth,  and 
in  which  all  his  other  counfels  are  bottomed  and  cen- 
tered, are  expreCTed  by  the  apoflle  in  tbefe  words, 
God  was  in  Cbrijl  reconcilitjg  the  world  unto  himfelf^  nxA 
imputing  their  trefpajjes  unto  them^  2  Cor.  v.  1 9.  which 
words,  though  few,  contain  in  them  an  ineffable  myf- 
tery, comprehending  the  counfels  of  eternity,  and  the 
tranfa6lions  of  time.  God  having  manifefted  his  great 
love  to  his  people  in  choofing  them  in  Chrift,  giving 
them  to  Chrift,  and  fecuring  them  in  him  without 
and  above  the  pofTibility  of  mifcarriage,  wills  to  bring 
them  into  aQual  exiftence  in  Adam,  pure  and  holy; 
and  .leaves  them  in  Adam  to  fall  into  the  fame  finful 
ftate  and  cafe  with  all  the  reft  of  mankind :  this 
ferves  for  him  to  vent  his  love  in  a  way  of  furprifing 
mercy.     It  is  indeed  a  truths  that  mifery  is  not  a 
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motive  with  God  to  flicw  mercy ;  nor  are  finners^  as 
iinnersi  the  objeds  of  God*s  love;  but  God's  love 
being  primarily  fixed  upon  the  perfons  of  the  ele6):) 
as  confidered  by  him  in  Chrift,  and  one  with  him, 
that  love  remains  towards  them  unchangeably  the  fame 
through  all  the  ftates  through  which  they  pafs ;  and 
they  falling  into  fin  and  mifery,  God's  everlafting  love 
is  manifefted  towards  them  in  a6ts  of  everlafting  mercy. 
An  everlafting  counfel  and  covenant  between  the  Fa* 
ther  and  the  Son»  laid  the  foundation  for  the  manifeft*- 
ingof  everlafting  kindnefs  unto  them.  The  Scripture 
is  a  revelation  of  this  illuftrious  grace,  containing  a 
tranfcjript  of  this  everlafting  compad  between  Jeho* 
VAH  and  the  Branch,  which  is  moft  glorioufly  fet 
before  us  in  feveral  parts  of  the  Old  Teftamcnt,  as  in 
the  89th  Pfalm,  the  42d,  49th,  and  53d  of  Ifaiah; 
and  in  the  Scripture  from  the  New  Teftament  which 
we  have  juft  quoted.  This  covenant  proceeded  from 
the  Father,  God  was  in  Chrifi^  who  propofed  it  to  the 
Son,  drew  every  article  in  it,  and  propofed  the  glo- 
rious fruits,  benefits,  and  bleifings,  which  would  fiow 
from  it.  He  called  Chrift  to  engage  in  it,  and 
anointed  and  commiifioned  him  for  the  performance 
of  it:  as  the  Holy  Ghoft,  who  is  in  the  Godhead 
coequal,  coeflential,  and  confubftantial  with  the  Fa- 
ther and  the  Son,  who  was  privy  to  it,  and  a  witnefs 
of  it,  hAs  declared  by  his  own  infallible  teftimony  in 
the  holy  word.  In  this  divine  treaty,  the  Son  of 
God,  as  God-man,  the  head  of  the  ele6l,  became 
their  fpdnfor  and  furety.  Upon  the  foreviews  of  their 
guilt  and  fin,  he  engaged  to  become  incarnate,  to  obey 
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and  fuffcr,  to  put  away  their  fins  out  of  the  fight  of 
law  and  juftice,  and  to  wafh  them  from  their  fins  in 
his  own  blood.     This  laid  the  foundation  for  the  fal- 
vation  of  all  the  patriarchs,  prophets,  and  believers 
under  the  pad  difpenfation,  arid  our  Chrift  hath  been 
fet  forth  in  promife,  type,  and    figure,  as  the  Lamb 
Jlain  from  the  foundation    of  the  world.      This   was 
•what  believers  before   Ghrift's  incarnation  had  their 
faith  chiefly  exercifed  upon,  the  undertakings  of  the 
Second  Pcrfon  in  the  Trinity,  and  his  glorious  work 
to  take  away  fin ;  which  their  daily  facrifices  were 
memorials  of,  and  fhadows  to  reprefent  and  point 
out,  as  the  fubftance:  as  they  were  offered  for  fin, 
fubftituted   in  their  room  and  fl;ead,  and  confumed 
by  fire;   fo   their    faith,  aflifted  and  raifed   by  the 
Spirit,  faw  how   Chrift  was  to  bear  their  fins,  to  fuf- 
tain  their  forrows,  to  undergo  the  punifhment  due  to 
fin,  that  by  his  ftripes  they  might  be  healed.     Their 
faith  had  the  fame  Chrift  in  view^  and  embraced  him 
as  the  Lord  their  righteoufnefs.    They  looked  to  him 
as  their  great  propitiation,  as  believers  now  do,  only 
that  they  believed  in  his  perfon,  refted  upon  his  cove- 
nant engagements,  and  looked  for  his  coming  to  fulfil 
his  glorious  work,  as  we  look  at  him  as  having  been 
incarnate,  and  finifhed  the  whole  work  of  redemption. 
1  have  often  faid  it  with  a  defign  to  honour  our  Lord, 
that  the  greateft  work  he  could  poflibly  undertake 
and  engage  in  with  his  Father,  was,  as  Mediator,  to 
put  away  fin :  for  fin  had  defied  all  the  armies  of  the 
living  God,  and  refufed  to  die  by  any  other  means  than 
the  death  of  Chrift ;  it  contains  all  miferies  of  evil  in 
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it,  having  deluged,  corrupted,  and  defiled  the  whole 
human  race.  The  very  end  and  deGgn  of  Chrift's 
manifeftation  in  the  flefh  was  to  remove  fin  from  his 
people,  and  from  before  the  Lord,  which  clearly  ap- 
pears from  the  10th  chap,  to  the  Hebrews.  //  is  not 
pojjible  that  the  blood  of  bulls  and  of  ^oats  Jhould  take 
awayfms.  Upon  which  follows  an  account  of  Chrift's 
coming  into  the  world  with  this  very  end  and  defign ; 
and  the  words  uttered  by  him  immediately  before  his 
alTumption  of  our  nature  are  there  recorded :  IVhere'- 
fore  when  be  comet b  into  tbe  worlds  be  faitb^  facrifice  and 
offering  tbou  wouldefl  not^  (the  words  are  an  addrefs  to 
his  Divine  Father,  agreeable  to  the  covenant  ftipula- 
don  between  them)  but  a  body  baft  tbou  prepared  me. 
In  burnt-offerings  and  facrifices  for  Jin  tbou  baft  bad  tio 
pleafure.  ^benfaid  7,  Lo^  I  come  to  do  thy  will^  0  God. 
By  tbe  wbicb  will  we  are  fanHified^  tbrougb  tbe  offering  of 
tbe  body  of  Jefus  Cbrift  once  for  all :  and  every  prieft 
ftandetb  daily  miniftering  and  offering  oftentimes  the  famie 
facrifices  wbicb  can  never  take  away  Jin.  But  tbis  man^ 
after  be  bed  offered  one  facrifice  for  fins  ^  for  ever  fat  down 
on  tbe  rigbt  band  of  God.  By  this  glorious  Mediator  fin 
is  taken  away :  and  by  the  Father's  having  imputed  it 
to  him,  it  ceafes  to  be  imputed  to  them  for  whom 
Chrift  engaged :  which  leads  me, 

Secondly,  to  confider  the  removal  of  all  fin  from 
them,  intimated  in  thefe  words,  T^be fins  ofjudahfiball 
mt  be  found.  The  taking  away  of  fin  is  an  inftance  and 
aft  of  God's  inexpreflible  grace  ;  and  as  the  Lord  will 
be  pleafed  to  aflift,  I  will  endeavour  to  lay  it  before 
you  agreeably  to  the  fcripture  account  of  it.     I  dar# 
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not  fay,  Chrift  bore  our  fins  from  eternity,  becau-fe  I 
never  was  thus  taught  by  the  Spirh«     But  this  I  faf , 
having  feen  it  in  the  light  of  his  word,  and  received 
it  from  his  divine  teaching,  and  it  being  as  true  as 
Chrift  is  true ;  that  from  evcrlafting,  the  only  begot- 
ten Son  of  God,  the  only  Mediator  between  God 
and  man,  undertook  to  bear  the  (ins  of  many,  and  to 
make  his  foul  an  offering  For  (in  ;  in  confequence  of 
which  furetifhip  engagement,  he  afled  immediately 
upon  the  fall,  as  the  glorious  high  Prieft,  Prophet, 
and  King,  of  his  church  and  pec^le.    He  was  invefted 
with,  confecrated  and  fet  apart  to  thefe  offices  in  eter- 
nity, and  appeared  openly  in  the  execution  of  them 
immediately  upon  the  entrance  of  (in.     BlefTed  be 
God,  we  no  fooner  read  of  fm,  but  we  hear  of  an 
Almighty  Saviour,  to  fave  his  people  from  their  (ins. 
He  was  fet  forth   by  bis  Divine  Father  in   types, 
facrifices,  prophecies,  and  promifes,  as  a  propitiation. 
Ifaiah  fays  of  him,  The  Lordbatb  laid  on  him  the  iniquity 
of  us  all.     Sin  was  laid  upon  Chrift  then,  only  in  the 
Father's  decree  and  appointment,  not  a6tually :  but 
Chrift  having  taken,  at  his  Father's  call,  the  office  of 
priefthood,  and  engaged  to  be  made  fm,  the  virtue 
of  the  future  facrifice  of  his  body  and  foul,  in  union 
with  his  perfon,  was  as  e(Fe6lual  then  to  remove  all 
the  fitis  of  the  eleft  out  of  the  fight  of  the  Lord,  as 
it  is  now  that  it  has  been  aftually  o(fered.    The  taking 
away  of  fin  being  a  work  of  fuch  vaft  moment  and 
importance,  it  is  delightful  to  view  it  in  its  original^ 
as  proceeding  from  the  Father's  grace.    Paul  tells  us, 
Chrift  took  not  this  office  of  priefthood  upon  bim 


.  / 


hecaufef idly  pardoned.  229 


urithout  his  Father's  call.  Chrijl  glorified  not  himfelf  to 
he  made  an  high  Priefl  ;  hut  he  that  Jaid  unto  him^  Thoif 
art  my  Son^  to  day  have  I  begotten  thee.  Thou  art  a 
Priefl  for  ever  after  the  order  of  Melchifedec.  In  order 
to  accomplifh  this  great  end  and  deGgn,  the  Son  of 
God,  who,  for  four  thoufand  years,  was  the  fiirety 
of  his  people,  as  the  Son  of  God,  in  the  fulncfs  of 
time  aifumed  our. nature  into  perfonal  fubfiftence 
with  himfelf,  hereby  becoming  God  and  man  in  the 
perfon  of  one  Chrift;  which  is  indeed  an  incompref 
faenfible  myftery,  and  is  what  the  faith  of  ancient  faints 
was  very  particularly  exercifed  upon.  The  curious 
ftru£iures  of  the  tabernacle  and  temple,  wer^  fhadows 
of  the  immaculate  purity,  beauty,  and  perfection  of 
ChrifTs  human  nature,  who,  as  man,  was  fairer  than 
the  children  of  men^  the  perfection  of  beauty^  the  chiefeft 
among  ten  thoufand;  yea^  a^ether  lovely.  For  both 
the  tabernacle  and  temple  b^ing  fhadows  and  types  of 
Chrift's  body,  fe  every  excellency  in  them  was  to 
decipher  and  figure  out  him  the  antitype.  Our 
Lord's  body  wa^s  formed  by  the  Holy  Ghoft,  fitted 
and  immediately  framed  by  him,  and  p6rfQoaU3r 
a(fumed  by  God  the  Soli,  for  the  a^omplifliment  of 
God's  higheft  and  uttermoft  will  and^  pleafure.  It  was 
an  inftance  of  grace  which  neither  faints  on  earth,  nor 
faints  in  heaven,  can  fufEciently  admite.- — That  the 
Lord  of  glory,  the  Son  of  the  blefled,  the  brightncfii 
of  the  Father's  glory,  and  the  exprefs  image  of  his 
perfon,  (hould  ftoop  fo  low  as  to  marry  our  nature 
into  perfonal  union  with  him, — that  his  body  ihoutd 
be  formed  out  of  the  fame  matter  ^s  ours,  lay  ii) 
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the  womb  as  we  did,  have  the  fame  members  we 
have,  and  be  made  in  all  things  like  unto  us,  fin  only 
excepted.     By  this  myfterious  union  of  our  nature  to 
his  perfon,  he  became  capa1)le  of  executing  his  mod 
glorious  work.  I  dare  not  fay,  Chrift  reprefented  us  in 
and  by  his  incarnation :  but  this  I  fay,  that  he  took  our 
nature  in  the  virgin's  womb,  pure  and  holy :  that  his 
conception  and  birth  were  without  all  fpot  and  ftain  of 
fin:  and  that  by  his  taking  our  nature  pure  and  unde- 
filed,  and  by  his  holy  and  finlefs  birth,  he  hath  taken 
away  the  guilt  of  originsil  fin  from  all  his  people,  and 
laid  the  fdUndation  for  their  fpiritual,  new,  and  fecond 
birth.     As  the  human  nature  of  Chrift  was  without 
all  fin,  pure,  holy,  and  undefiled ;  fo  by  its  afiump* 
tion  into  perfonal  union  with  the  Son  of  God,  it  hath 
a  relative  holinefs,  which  it  receives  from  the  Son  of 
God,  who  dwells  perfonaUjy  in  it ;  which,  as  the  ftamp 
on  the  coin,  gives  it  all  its  worth,  value,  and  excel- 
lency.    Here  I  would  wifh  you  fpiritually  to  con- 
template Chrift  as  God-man,  laying  afide  the  glory 
he  had  as  God -man  with  the  Father  before  the  worlds 
were/  taking  upon  him  the  form  of  a  fervant,  and 
appearing  in  the  likenefs  of  finful  flefh;  by  which 
the  Scripture  means,  our  nature  with  all  the  finlefs 
infirmities  of  it.     For  Chrift's  fle(h  was   not  finful 
flefli,  but  it  was  a  mortal  body  he  afiumed,  which 
was  capable  of  feeling  pain  and  griefs.     Hence  faith 
the  prophet,  Surely  be  batb  borne  our  griefs  and  ccar- 
tied  our  forraivs.     What  does  he  mean  ?  Verily  that 
Chrift  endured  griefs  which  cannot  be  expreffed,  when 
his  body   was  fcourged,  his  temples  furrowed  with 
thornS)  his  arms  diftended  on  the  crofs;  and  his  foul 
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(uftained  the  forrows  due  to  us,  when  he  fweat  great 
drops  of  blood,  and  cried  out,  My  God^  my  God^  why 
haft  tbouforfaken  me?  That  Chrift's  body  fufFered,  the 
evangelifts  teftify :  that  his  foul  fufFered,  hisx)wn  word* 
declare.  My  foul  is  exceeding  forrcnvful  even  unto  death. 

The  incarnation  of  Chrifl  was  highly  acceptable  >and 
well-pleafing  to  Jehovah  the  Father;  as  was  every 
part  of  his  work  and  office.  Hence  the  whole  term 
of  Chrift's  continuance  here  below,  was  ftyled  the  ac-^ 
ceptable  year  of  the  Lord.  He  beheld  with  incompre- 
henfible  delight,  his  coequal  and  coeternal  Son,  taking 
man's  nature,  and  growing  up  as  a  branch  from  JeQe's 
withered  ftock ;  and  when  he  openly  proclaimed  him, 
he  faid  of  him,  T!his  is  my  beloved  Son,  in  whom  I  am 
well  pleafed.  Chrift  may  be  ftyled  the  fin-bearing 
fin-atoning  Lamb,  from  his  birth  to  his  death.  For 
his  incarnation  was  with  an  immediate  view  to  this ; 
therefore  on  the  eighth  day  after  his  birth  he  was  cir* 
cumcifed  as  though  he  had  been  a  {inner,  by  which  |ie 
took  up  to  fatisfy,  and,  as  it  were,  made  an  acknow* 
ledgment,  that  he  was  to  anfwer,  all  the  demands  of  law 
and  juftice  for  his  people ;  hence  alfo  it  is  that  in  many 
of  the  Pfalms,  Chrift,  in  the  language  of  the  prophet^ 
ijpeaks  of  our  fms  as  his,  and  of  himfelf  as  a  finner  s 
be  being  fuch  by  reprefentation  and  imputation,  as  he 
reprefented  the  perfpns  of  his  people,  fuftained  theip 
crimes^  and  was  charged  with  them  by  his  Father's  law 
and  juftice.  As  our  Lord  was  precious  in  the  view  of 
his  Divine  Father  as  incarnate  :  fo  in  his  obedience  to 
the  law  for  man,  he  was  looked  upon  by  him  with 
confummate  delight*     ^be  Lord  is  well  pleafed  for  his 
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rigbtem/nefs  Jake^  he  will  magnify  the  law  and  make  H 
honourable.     The  God-man,  his  heart  was  holy,  his 
thoughts  pure,  his   life  a  perfe£i  conformity  to  the 
moral  law,  his  ultimate  end,  the  glory  of  his  Divihe 
Father.     His  holinefs  as  man,  and  his  obedience  a$ 
God-man,  are  in  worth  and  value  beyond  all  com- 
pute.    His  human  nature  is  more  holy  than  heaven 
itfelf ;  contains  more  holinefs  than  is  to  be  found  in 
the  angels  of  God's  preftfhce,  and  in  the  law  and 
covenant  of  works :  and  his  righteoufnefs  is  immu- 
table and  everlafting.     He  brought  in  everlafiing  r^bte" 
oufnefs^  by  his  perfonal  obedience  to  the  law,  under 
which  he  was  made,  and  which,  as  the  furety  of  bis 
people,  he  fulfilled.     But  this  does  not  atone  for  fin ; 
therefore,  when  the  mediator  and  furety  of  the  ever- 
lafting covenant  had  (iniflied  the  work  of  obedience, 
and  could  ftand  up  before  infinite  purity  and  inflexible 
juftice  and  fay,  Ihaoe  glorified  thee  upon  the  earthy  I 
have  finijhed  the  work  which  thou  ga^eji  me  te  do :  he 
then  entered  upon  his  glorious  work  of  making  an  end 
of  fin,  making  reconciliation  for  iniquity,  and  finilh- 
ing  tranfgreffion.     How  he  accomplifhed  it,  we  from 
the  Scriptures  are  to  declare.    Paul  telh  us,  Chrift  wa$ 
made  Jin.     Ifaiah  fhews  us,  how  it  was  be  was  made 
fin.     God,  the  creditor,  who  alone  has  a  right  to  dif- 
pofe  of  fin,  colleQcd  all  the  fins  of  his  ele£l,  in  every 
age,  and  throughout  every  period  of  time,  and  caufed 
them  to  meet  on  the  devoted  head  of  Chrifl  our  iacri- 
fice.    The  prophet  in  the  name  of  the  whole  church  of 
Chrift  faith.  All  we  likefieep  have  gone  afircy :  we  have 
iumed  every  one  to  his  ^wn  way^  and  the  Lord  hath  kdi 
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en  him  the  iniquity  of  us  all.  Sin  being  colleScd  by 
Jehovah,  and  laid  by  him  on  Chrift,  hereby  he  vas 
made  (in.  I  view  it  as  a  mod  inexpreiBble  a£t  of 
grace,  the  transferring  of  fin  from  the  perfons  of  the 
cleft,  to  the  perfon  of  Chrift;  and  conceive  it  ^  deep 
a  myftery  as  any  contained  in  the  gofpel,  that  fin 
ihould  be  charged  on  Chrift,  and  yet  he  remain  in  bis 
own  nature  and  per(bn,  pure,  holy,  and  unde(iled« 
For  this  aft  of  imputation  was  fuch,  that  Chrift  was  as 
truly  fin,  as  we  are  truly  righteous.  Both  were  in  one 
and  the  fame  way.  He  was  a  finner  by  imputation; 
Peter  fays  of  him,  who  his  own  f elf  bare  our  fins  in  bis 
own  body  on  the  tree.  His  foul,  as  one  exprefles  it,  was 
made  the  circumference;,  where  all  the  lines  of  our 
fins  were  drawn,  in  whom  they  all  mctf  and  where 
they  all  centered.  His  body  was  clothed  and  wrapped 
about  with  all  the  guilt,  filtb,  and  iniquity  of  his  peo-  ' 
pie;  and  he  bore  in  his  (bul  and  body  the  whole 
punifhment  due  to  fin.  There  is  but  one  Scripture 
which  contains  the  whole  of  Chriil's  fuflRsrings,  and  it 
is  this,  Qfriji  bath  redeemed  us  from  ibe  curfe  of  the  laWj 
heiftg  made  a  curfe  for  us.  The  words,  made  a  curfk 
far  ftSy  include  the  whole  of  Chrift's  forrows.  For 
as  all  evils  are  contained  in  God's  curfe,  fo  our  Lord 
fuffered  and  fuftained  all  forts  and  kinds  of  evils  due 
to  fin.  His  atonement  confifted  in  the  imputation  of 
fin  in  its  guilt  and  filth,  with  all  its  curfed  concomi- 
tants  and  feveral  aggravatfons,  together  with  the  utter* 
moft  (hock  of  divine  wrath,  the  whole  load  of  law 
curfesy  and  the  infinite  vengeance  of  God.  By  this 
means  our  Lord  ba&  reniovedall  £a  from  the  pcslbns 
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of  his  people  out  of  the  fight  of  law  and  jufticc ;  fo 
that  when  it  is  fought  for,  it  fhall  not  be  found, 
becaufe  it  is  aboliflied  by  Chrift.  This  being  an 
article  of  our  mod  holy  faith^  which  is  mod  furely 
to  be  believed  amongft  us,  I  would  endeavour  to 
confirm  it  from  fcripture  teftimony.  As  the  Old 
Teftament  reveals  what  Chrift  was  to  be,  to  do,  and 
to  fuffer,  to  take  away  fin;  fo  the  New  Teftament 
proves  what  he  hath  done  and  fuffered.  Paul,  fpeak- 
Hig  of  Chrift,  faith,  fVho  gave  him/elf  for  our  fou : 
which,  as  holy  Mr.  Gibbs,  at  the  Lord*s  table,  faid, 
are  aftopifhing  words,  and  contain  infinite  grace  in 
them.  He  gave  himfelf  for  our  fins^  to  die  in  the 
law-piace,  room,  and  ftead  of  finners :  to  die^  bearing 
fin  itfelf  imputed  unto  him,  by  which  means  he  was 
made  fin,  our  fin,  in  the  view  of  law  and  juftice.  As 
on  the  annual  day  of  atonement  under  the  paft  difpen* 
fetion^  the  high  Prieft,  Chrift's  type,  laid  both  his 
hands  on  the  head  of  the  fcape  goat,  and  confefled 
over  him  all  the  fins,  iniquities,  and  tranfgreflions  of 
the  people  of  Ifrael,  putting  them  upon  the  head  of 
the  goat,  who  bore  them  all  away :  fo  Chrift,  taking 
our  fins  to  himfelf,  and  ftanding  up,  bearing  them  by 
imputation  in  his  own  body  and  foul,  hath  thereby 
abolifhed  and  made  an  end  of  them^  as  the  following 
Scriptures  tcftify.  John  faith,  Cbr/Ji  was  manifefiedto 
take  away  our  fms^  and  in  him  is  no  fin ;  that  be  loved 
us^  andwajbed  us  foum  our  fins  in  his  own  bloods  that 
the  blood  of  Jefiis  Chrift  cleanfeth  us  fi'om  all  Jin.  And 
the.  apbftle  Paul,  in  the  gth  chap,  to  the  Hebrews, 
feitb, .  that  Chrifty  once  in  the  end  of  the  worid^  baib 
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mppeared  to  put  away  Jin  by  the  facrijice  of  hmfelf. 
Charming,  foul-reviving  truth!  Sin  is  expiated)  the 
damning  guilt  of  it  removed,  and  the  reigning  power 
of  it  everlaftingly  conquered  by  Chrift.  As  it  refpe£U 
God's  people,  they  are  in  Chrift  as  perfeftly  clean  as 
though  they  had  never  been  defiled.  They  are  ia 
Chrift  as  free  from  the  imputation  of  it,  as  though 
it  never  had  had  being  or  exiftencc.  And  though 
they  are  not  without  fin  in  them,  nor  free  from  fomc 
finful  acls,  yet  they'are  blefled  by  the  Lord,  and  pro^ 
nounced  fo.  Blejfed  is  the  man  to  whom,  the  Lard  w/tf 
not  impute  Jin.  Believers  can  never  dwell  too  long  crti 
this  fubjeft.  The  more  you  contemplate  the  removal 
of  your  fin,  guilt,  and  filth,  by  the  Lord  hirafelf,  froni 
your  perfons  to  Chrift,  and  confider,  that  though  fin 
was  charged  on  him,  and  touched  his  righteous  foul, 
yet,  his  perfon  being  infinite,  he  could  bear  it  without 
being  defiled;  the  morie  you  are  engaged  in  ftudying 
the  worth,  value,  dignity,  and  efficacy  of  his  offering, 
which  was  hirrifelf,  his  whole  perfon,  God-man,  the 
more  you  will  be  enabled  to  rfcjoice  in  viewing  your 
fins  fwallowed  up  in  the  red  fea  of  Chrift's  blood,  and 
purged  away  by  him ;  fo  that  you  appear  in  the  fight 
of  your  heavenly  Father,  without  fpot,  unblameable 
and  irreprovable :  this  brings  me  to  my  third  parti- 
cular, the  pardon  of  fin,  1  will  pardon  them  whtm  I 
rr/ervei 

-  Pardon  of  fin,  is  the  fruit  and  effcft  of  Chrift's  ex- 
piatidn'of  it  by  his  fuflPerings  and  death.  Look  int^ 
the  10th  chap,  to  the  Hebrews,  and  you  will  find  both 
pardon  and  fan8ificatiop  to  be  the  fruits  of  Chrift's  ob^ 
latioR«     God's  pardoning  mercy  is  commenfurable  to 
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the  utmoft  efficacy  of  Chrift's  blood ;  and  Gt:>d  delights 
in  difplaying  his  mercy,  becaufe  thereby  the  blood  of 
Chrift  is  honoured  and  magnified.  The  facrificc  of 
Chrift  hath  taken  away  the  fin  of  the  ele8,  in  confe- 
quence  they  ftand  before  the  Lord  juftified  and  par- 
doned, being  faved  by  Chrift  from  the  greateft  of  all 
evils,  fin;  and  from  the  greateft  of  all  miferies, 
damnation:  yea,  they  are  faved  in  him,  the  Lord, 
with  an  everlafting  falvaiion.  I  have  here  in  this 
place  (aid  and  will  again  repeat  it,  becaufe  of  its 
excellency,  what  Mr.  Romaine  ufed  to  fey,  that 
^  when  pcrfons  begin  to  be  concerned  about  the  fal- 
**  vation  of  their  fouls,  they  think  that  there  muft  be 
•*  a  great  work  that  they  may  be  laved ;  whereas 
**  there  is  nothing  more  to  be  done,  than  has  been 
**  done  already.  The  facrifice  which  takes  away  fin 
*'  hath  been  offered,  and  is  everlaftingly  acceptable ; 
^  and  the  righteoufnefs  which  juftifies,  is  wrought 
^  out,  and  carried  within  the  vail ;  and  the  Father 
*^  hath  accepted  it,  and  is  well  pleafed  with  all  who 
*'  believe  in  it:  fo  that  nothing  remains,  but  for  God 
"  to  fen  J  down  his  Holy  Spirit  to  bring  you  to  be^ 
"  lieve  on  the  atonement  and  righteoufnefs  of  Jefus 
*^  Chrift.*'  This  is  fpeaking  to  the  purpofe;  it  is 
prefenting  to  view  the  objeft  of  faith,  and  it  is  this 
only  can  do  us  good.  And  yet,  alas  J  how  few  of 
the  Lord's  people  have  an  enjoyment  of  God's  par^ 
doning  m^rcy,  and  a  fpiritual  view  of  it  ia  a  gofpel 
way.  Some  fpeaking  of  their  experience,  talk  of 
what  great  power  they  have  felt  under  the  word,  and 
others  of  remarkable  ibrrows  and  joys^  though  thefe 
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have  nothing  to  do  with  the  fubjeft.  Impreffions  are 
not  believing.  There  is  great  power  accompanying  the 
word  to  the  foul  when  God  is  pleafed  to  make  it  effec- 
tual ;  but  this  is  more  perceived  by  what  it  produces 
in  the  foul,  than  Ijy  what  is  then  fell.  I  fear  there 
are  very  few,  and  confefs,  I  very  rarely  find  any  of 
God's  dear  people,  who  derive  all  their  healing, 
cleanfing,  pardon,.4ind  confolation  from  Chrift  alone, 
by  fimple  faith  :  and  yet  the  Holy  Spirit  directs  us  to 
Chrift  crucified,  as  the  grand  fubjeft  for  us  to  feed 
upon,  and  rejoice  in.  There  is  a  ftrong  and  lafting 
foundation  in  the  blood  of  Chrift  for  our  comfort  and 
encouragement.  The  blood  of  Chrift  hath  in  it  all 
the  efficacy  of  eternal  Godhead :  and  what  wound? 
are  fo  deep,  that  they  cannot  be  healed  by  the  fove- 
reign  balfam  of  fo  rich  a  blood  ?  What  fins  are  too 
great  to  be  expiated ;  and  what  difeafes  too  bad  to  be 
cured  by  the  blood  of  him  that  created  the  world  ? 
Ho^^  rich  is  that  blood,  fince  it  is  the  blood  of  the  Son 
of  God,  and  muft  therefore  have  infinitely  more  of  va^ 
lue  in  it  than  all  fins  can  have  of  guilt,  fince  they  are 
the  fins  of  the  fons  of  men.  The  blood  of  Chrift  is  as 
much  above  the  guilt  of  our  fins,  as  the  excellency  of 
his  perfon  is  above  the  meannefs  of  ours.  It  is  in  ex- 
perience a  matter  of  infinite  moment  to  know  Chrift, 
our  intereft  in  him,  and  to  partake  by  faith  of  God's 
pardoning  mercy.  And  here  I  would  be  as  honeft  as 
day-light:  I  do  not  doubt  of  my  intereft  in  Chrift; 
but  i  profcfs  before  you,  that  it  is  not  my  believing 
ijby  perfonal  intereft  in  Jcfus,  that  ftipports  and 
ftrengthens  my  faith :  no;  but  this,  what  I  know  from 
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the  word  and  fpirit  concerning  the  perfon,  and  perfeft, 
finiflied  work  of  Chrifti  the  Father's  delight  in  the 
Mediator,  and  in  his  work  of  mediation,  is  the  rock 
on  which  I  ftand,  and  the  objeft  from  whence  I  derive 
ftrength  and  fuccour.  I  fay  it  again ;  my  knowledge 
of  Chridy  as  to  what  I  am  fpiritually  taught  of  him 
from  the  word,  proceeds  from  the  divine  anointings 
of  the  Holy  Spirit,  who  gives  me  a  fpiritual  know* 
ledge  of  Chrift;  of  his  perfon  and  falvation  ;  and  his 
prefenting  him  to  the  mind^  fpiritually,  illuminates 
the  underftanding ;  draws  the  afFe£iions ;  fan6lifies  the 
will ;  purges  the  confcience ;  comforts  the  heart ;  and 
produces  a  fenfe  and  an  enjoyment  of  that  peace  which 
pafTeth  all  underftanding.  It  is  a  fpiritual  knowledge 
of  Chrift  which  produces  the  aflings  of  fpiritual  faith 
on  him ;  and  all  true  joy  and  peace  in  God  are  the 
fruits  and  efFefts  of  believing.  Hear  the  apoftlc,  who, 
in  his  prayer  for  the  believing  Romans,  expreffes  him- 
felf  thus :  Now  the  God  of  hope  fill  you  with  all  joy  and 
peace  in  believing.  It  is  in  believing  in  Chrift  he  fills 
the  foul  with  all  joy  and  peace. 

I  conclude  with  faying,  God's  called  ones  have 
caufe  to  fing  aloud  for  joy.  Hear  a  faint  of  old 
exprefling  himfelf  thus :  Lord^  ihou  baft  been  favourable 
to  thy  land:  thou  haft  brought  back  the  captivity  of  Jacob: 
thou  haft  forgiven  the  iniquity  of  thy  people :  thou  haft 
cornered  all  their  fin^  Believers,  if  your  fins  are  hidden 
and  covered ;  if  Chrift's  blood  be  your  atonement, 
why  then  do  ye  not  rejoice  in  God  ?  And  if  your 
fins  are  noftakeri  away  by  Chrift  already,  how  are  ye 
to  be  difcharged  from  them  ?  Ye  fay,  ye  are  not  with* 
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out  fin  in  yourfelves,  truly  it  is  fo, — but  Chrift's  blood 
is  your  etejrnal  purity,  and  ye  are  now  in  Chrift  as  one 
with  him,  and  as  feen  by  the  Father  in  him,  as  pure 
and  perfeftly  cleanfed^from  fin,  and  as  confummately 
righteous  as  ye  will  be  when  in  heaven :  and  that,  inaf- 
much  as  God  hath  freely  forgiven  you  all  trefpaffes. 
The  excellent  Charnock  fays :  "  All  tranfgreffions  to 
Chrift's  blood,  "  aii^like  a  grain  of  fand,  or  a  drop  of 
^  a  bucket  to  the  ocean,  no  more  feen  or  diftinguifhed 
"  when  it  is  fwallowed  up  by  the  mafs  of  waters.".  It 
is  a  plenteous  redemption,  fince  it  redeems  Ifrael,  and 
all  the  Ifrael  of  God,  from  all  their  iniquities.  His 
blood  can  clean fe  as  many  fins  as  his  Godhead  caxi 
create  millions  of  worlds,  and  thofe  are  numberlefs : 
fince  there  are  no  limits  to  his  power,  there  can  be 
none  to  his  blood.  That  blood  which  hath  cleanfed  fo 
many  from  fin,  and  from  fuch  multitudes  of  fins  in  their 
Various  heinoufnefs,  can  cleanfe  you  from  all  your 
fins,  were  they  as  gr^at  as  all  thofe  jointly  that  have 
been  cleanfed  by  it  from  the  beginning  of  the  world. 
May  the  Lord's  words  be  precious  to  your  fouls ;  he 
fpeaks  from  off  the  mercy- feat,  and  declares  in  hij 
own  promife,  1  will  be  merciful  to  your  unrighieoufnefs  $ 
and  your  fins  and  your  iniquities  will  I  remember,  no  more^ 
The  Lord  grant  his  bleffing  on  what  has  been  deli- 
vered.    Amen, 
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SERMON     XII. 


Christ,  the  Son  of  God,  consecrated 

A  Priest  for  ^ver. 


■—  L 


Hkbrews,  Chap.  vii.  Ver.  28. 


Por  the  Lazv  viaketh  men  high  Priejls  which  have  infhn- 
ity  ;  but  the  zvorJ  of  the  Oatb^  which  wasjince  the  I/rWy 
makeih  the  Son^  who  Is  confecrated  for  evermore. 

TT  IS  the  great  defign  of  the  writer  of  this  moft 
^  excellent  epiftle,  to  exhibit  and  fet  forth  the  Lord 
Jcfus  Chrilt  in  his  effential,  perfonal,  and  mediatorial 
glory,  with  an  intent  to  illuftrate  and  aggrandize  the 
tranfcendent  excellency  of  our  Lord's  prieftly  work 
and  office :  which  exceeds  Aaron's  and  his  fucceiforsy 
as  much  as  the  glory  of  the  meridian  fun  does  that  of 
the  ftars :  and  which  was  typified  by  one  who  far  ex- 
ceeded Aaron,  even  by  Melchifedec,  who  was  a  type 
of  Chrift,  and  his  only  type  as  it  refpefled  the  eternity 
of  his  perfon,  and  the  unchangeable  nature  of  his  prieft- 
hood.  The  apoftle  treats  of  the  greatnefs  and  dignity 
of  Chrift's  perfon,  and  pf  his  extraordinary  call  to  ^hc 
office  of  priefthood.  Chrift  took  not  this  office  upon 
him^  without  his  Father's  call  and  divine  appointmenu 
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fpeaking  of  the  prieftly  office,  he  faith,  And  no  man 
takeib  this  honour  unto  himfelf^  but  he  that  is  called  of 
God^  as  was  Aaron:  fo  alfo,  Cbrijl glorified  not  kimfelf 
to  be  made  an  bigb.PrieJl;  but  he  that  f aid  unto  him^  *Thou 
art  my  Son^  to  day  have  I  begotten  thee ;  which  leads  him 
to  obferve  the  preeminency  pf  the  order,  according  to 
which  he  was  a  prieft,  which  was  beyond  that  gf  Aaron, 
Chrift  being  a  prie^  after  the  order  of  Melchifedec : 
this  is  the  grand  fubjed;  of  the  chapter  from  whence  my 
text  is  taken  J  which  treats  principally  of  our  Lord's  one- 
nefs  and  finglenefs  in  this  office;  his  folemn  inaugura- 
tion into  it,  tQgether  with  its  perpetuity  and  everlafting 
duration.  Thefe  things  the  writer  moft  largely  infifts 
upon,  to  prove  the  excellency  of  Chrift's  priefthopd : 
and  which  leads  him  to  expatiate  moft  admirably  upon, 
the  excellency  of  Chrift's  Sacrifice,  which  exceeded  all 
the  facrifices  of  the  law  in  refpeO.  to  the  matter, 
virtuie,  efficacy,  and  benefits  arifing  from  it.  They 
were  but  fhadows— ^Chrift  was  the  fubftance  of  them 
all;  they  could  not  make  the  comers  thereunto  per- 
fe£l :  Chrift's  offering  perfefls,  and  that  for  ever,  all 
his  people.  His  body  and  foul  offisred  up  as  a  facri- 
fice,  in  union  with  his  Deity,  contain  an  everlafting 
virtue  and  efficacy  :  thereby  fin  is  expiated,  and  the 
eternal  worth  of  this  facrifice  muft  continue  for  ever  : 
all  the  fins  of  his  people  are  thereby  aboliflied ;  upoa 
the  foot  of  it  they  are  freely  forgiven ;  peace  is  efta- 
bliflied ;  and  we  are  brought  nigh  unto  God.  Though 
this  is  one  principal  fubje£l  here  treated  of — the  dig- 
nity and  fufficiency  of  our  Lord's  facrifice,  to  take 
away,  remove,  and  abolifh,  out  of  the  fight  of  law 
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and  jufticc,  the  fins  of  God's  people,  and  that  for 
ever;  yet,  it  muft  not  be  overlooked,  and  I  gladly 
embrace  the  occafion,  as  it  fuits  my  prefent  fubjeft, 
and  mention  it  before  I  enter  upon  my  text,  that 
it  is  the  prime  point  of  this  epiftle,  and  the  grand 
central  and  ultimate  fcope  of  it,  to  treat  chiefly  con- 
cerning  Chrift's  eternal  priefthood  in  heaven^;  and  to 
Ihew^  how  therein  Mclchifedec  was  a  type  of  him. 
This  appears  from  the  21  ft,  and  following  verfes  of 
this  chapter.  For  ihofe  priefts  were  made  Without  an 
oath :  but  this  with  an  oath^  by  him  that  /aid  unto  him^ 
The  Lord  fware^  and  will  not  repent^  Thou  art  a  Prieft 
for  ever  after  the  order  of  Melchifedec.  By  fo  much  was 
Jefus  made  a  furety  of  a  better  iejiament.  And  they  truly 
were  many  priejis^  becaufe  they  were  not  fuffered  to  con- 
tinue ^  by  reafon  of  death.  But  this  man^  becaufe  he  contj- 
nueth  ever^  hath  an  unchangeable  priefthood.  Wherefore 
he  is  able  alfo  iofave  them  to  the  uttermofi^  that  come  unto 
God  by  him^  feeing  he  ever  liveth  to  make  interceffton  for 
them.  It  alfo  appears  exprefsly  from  the  following 
chapter,  where  the  apoftle  lays  the  emphafis  upon  this 
part  of  Chrift's  priefthood,  faying,  Nffw  of  the  things 
which  we  have  fpoken^  this  is  thefum^  the  very  aggregate 
of  all.  What  is  it  he  thus  profeffeth  to  be  the  main 
fubjeft  and  argument  of  the  chapter,  and  the  moft  emi- 
nent thing  in  Chrift,  which  he  intends  to  difcourfe  of? 
It  follows :  fVe  have  fuch  an  high  Priefts  who  is  fet  on 
the  right  hand  of  the  throne  of  the  Majefty  in  the  heavens. 
Keeping  this  in  view,  I  ftiall  endeavour  to  treat  upon 
the  words  of  my  text  thus :  by  introducing  the  con- 
text, in  order  to  open  and  explain  the  words  before 
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Us,  endeavouring  to  fhew  you,  that  though  Chrift's 
death  was  perfeftly  fufficient  for  an  oblation,  yet-his 
priefthood  wou^d  have  been  ineffeftual j  if  he  had  not 
a&ed  the  part  of  a  pried  in  heaven  by  his  interceflion 
there. 

I  have  propofed  to  obferve  and  unfold  the  context^ 
in  order  to  introduce  and  explain  our  text,  it  not  being 
fo  eafy  to  divide  and  form  diftinft  propofitions  out  of 
it :  I  fhall  therefore  rather  raife  obfervations,  than  form 
particular  heads  of  difcourfe,  from  the  words  before 
us:  and  will  begin  with  obfcrving  unto  you,  that 
Chrift's  death,  as  a  fecrifice,  was  everlaftingly  fufficient 
for  the  taking  away  of  fin ;  and  then  proceed  to  fhew 
you  the  neceffity  of  Chrift's  interceflion  in  heaven, 
founded  upon  his  expiatory  oblation  of  himfelf  on 
earth. 

The  death  of  Chrift  is  reprefented  unto  us  in  Scrip- 
ture under  the  view  and  confideration  of  a  facrifice ; 
and  was  pointed  out  and  fhadowed  forth  by  all 
the  facrifices,  which  gave  teftimbny  that^  without 
jbedding  of  blood  is  no  remjjion. .  The  neceflity  thereof 
appears  from  the  covenant  of  the  Eternal  Three; 
from,  the  firft  declaration  of  grace ;  from  the  figures 
and  fymbols  of  it  under  the  ceremonial  difpenfation ; 
from  the  prophecies  concerning  it;  apd  alfo  from 
Chrift's  prieftly  office.  He  undertook,  and  was  to 
be  made  like  unto  his  brethren,  fubjeft  to  the  law, 
and  the  penalties  and  curfe  of  it,  with  an  exception 
of  fin  in  his  own  perfon,  to  the  end  that  he  might  he 
a  merciful  and  faithful  high  Priefl^  to  make  reconciliation 
for  the  fins  of  the  people.  It  was  to  be,  by  his  being 
made  perfed:  through  fufferingS|  that  he  fliovxld  b^  \.\v^ 
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author  of  eternal  falvation.  It  was  a  thing  becofning 
God,  as  a  juft  and  righteous  fovereign,  in  bringing 
many  fons  to  glory,  to  make  the  Captain  of  iheir  fal- 
vation perfeft  through  fufferings.  It  became  God,  as 
the  fovereign  of  all  things,  to  have  his  juftice  vindi- 
cated; and,  as  the  end  of  all  things,  to  have  the  glory 
of  his  perfedions  exalted  :  Chrift  gave  himfelf  for  us, 
an  offering  and  a  facrifice  to  God  for  a  fweet  fmelling 
favour.  He  was  made  fin  and  a  curfe  for  us.  The 
Lord  laid  upon  him  the  iniquity  of  us  all.  He 
fuffered  that  which  the  law  demanded  of  us,  and 
Vas  made  fuch  a  curfe  as  the  law  required.  He  fuf- 
fered thofe  agonies  which  were  of  the  nature  of  the 
torments  of  hell.  Had  he  not  fuffered  what  was  due 
to  fin,  he  could  not  have  made  an  end  of  it ;  and  had 
he  not  done  what  the  law  commanded,  he  could  not 
have  brought  in  everlafting  righteoufnefs.  The  dig- 
nity of  Chrift's  perfon  rendered  his  obedience  and 
fufferings  infinitely  and  everlaftingly  efficacious  for  the 
removing  of  fin  from  before  the  Lord,  and  that  for 
ever.  Now  once  in  the  end  of  the  worlds  hath  he  appeared 
to  put  away  fin  by  the  facrifice  of  himfelf.  And  with  bis 
firipes  we  are  healed.  He  hath  wafbed  us  from  our  fins  in 
his  own  blood.  In  whom  we  have  redemption  through  bis 
hlofd^  the  forgfvenefs  of  fins  ^  according  to  the  riches  of  bis 
grace.  As  fin  is  the  ftrcngth  of  the-  law,  and  of  the 
threatenings  thereof;  fo  Chrift,  in  his  fufferings  and 
fatisfaftion,  is  the  ftrength  of  all  the  promifes  of  the 
gofpel.  God's  law  is  magnified  and  juftice  fatisfied  by 
him,  in  whom  dwelleth  all  the  fulnefs  of  the  God- 
head ;  and  this  is  the  foundation  of  our  faith  and  hope 
in  God.    That  CViuft!^  d^^asdsx  vcas  fufiicient  for  a  facd- 
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fice,  and  as  an  oblation,  take  the  following  Scriptures  : 
By  the  which  will  we  are  JanElified^  through  the  offering 
of  the!  body  ofjefus  Chriji  once  for  all.  For  by  one  offering 
he  hath  perfected  for  ever  them  thai  are  fannified.  This 
leads  me  to  obferve  unto  you  the  neceffity  of  Chrift's 
interceffion  in  heaven,  which  is  founded  upon  his 
expiatory  oblation  of  himfelf  on  earth.  Chrift  did 
by  his  death  begin,  as  it  were,  the  execution  of  his 
office :  in  heaven  he  ends  it.  All  his  priefthood  would 
have  been  ineffedual,  if  he  had  not  a8ed,  and  did  not 
continue  to  acl,  the  part  of  a  prieft  within  the  vail. 
If  he  had  not  executed  both  parts  of  his  prieftly 
^ork,  our  falvation  had  not  been  fully  perfeQed. 
The  interceffion  of  Chrift  is  therefore  as  neceffary 
as  his  oblation.  Not  that  his  death  was  imperfefl;  it 
was  perfeft  as  a  facrifice,  to  which,  as  fuch,  nothing 
can  be  added :  By  his  own  blood  he  entered  in  once  into 
the  holy  place^  having  obtained  eternal  redemption  for  us. 
Before  he  entered  heaven  by  his  own  blood,  which  he 
carried  thither  in  his  veins,  to  plead  before  the  Lord, 
he  had  obtained  eternal  redemption,  and  that  which  is 
for  ever  fufficient :  which  done,  he  is  become,  through 
his  interceffion  in  heaven,  the  author  of  eternal  falva^ 
tion :  it  being  the  fruit  and  effisft  of  his  appearing  in 
the  prefence  of  God  for  us,  that  the  Holy  Spirit  is 
fent  down  from  heaven,  to  reveal  and  apply  Chrift, 
with  all  his  great  falvation,  to  our  fouls.  The  apoftle, 
in  his  triumphant  challenge,  fays,  Who  Jkall  lay  any 
thing  to  the  charge  of  God's  eleil  ?  It  is  God  that  jufti^ 
fietb:  Who  is  he  that  condemneth?  It  is  Chriji  that 
died^  yea^  rather  that  is  rifen  again^  who  is  even  at  the 
ri^t  hand  of  God^  who  alfo  maketh  interceffion  for  us. 
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And  in  the  5th  of  the  Romans,  he  faith.  For  if  when 

toe  ivere  enemies^  we  were  reconciled  to  God  by  the  death 

of  his  Son:  inucb  more  being  reconciled^  zve  Jball  be  faroed 

hy  bis  life. 

I  am  now  to  furvey  and  introduce  the  context  as 

before  propofed;  and  (hall  begin  with  the  23d  verfe: 

And  they  truly  ivere  many  priefts^  becaufe  they  were  not 

fuffered  to  continue^  by  reafon  of  death.     But  this  man 

(the  learned  fay  it  fhould  be  read.  But  this  pried) 

hecaufe  he  continueth  ever^  hath  an  uncbat^eable  priejl- 

ffood.     And  the  apoftle  tells  us,  that  our   falvation 

'  depends  upqn  his  interceffion,  and  his  interceflion 
upon  his  priefthood.  Wherefore  he  is  able  alfo  to  fave 
them  to  the  uttermofl^  that  come  unto  God  by  him^  focing  be 
fver  liveth  to  make  interceffionfor  them.  You  fee  here  is 
as  great  ftrefs  and  dependence  put  upoq  Chrift's  life  of 
interceffign,  as  upon  his  obedience  and  blood-lhed- 
ding.  And  truly  we  may  well  venture  to  commit  all 
the  concerns  of  our  fouls  with  fo  glorious  and  power- 
ful an  jnterceflbr.  Here  you,  who  want  to  fee  your- 
felves  interefted  in  Chrift's  intercefSon,  may  obtain 
fatisfaftion.  Do  you  afk  me,  how  you  (hall  know 
that  Chrijl  has  fet  you  as  a  feal  upon  his  heart,  and  is 

'  appearing  in  the  Father's  prefence  for  you  and  on  your 
behalf?  You  may  know  it  by  the  light  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  accompanying  his  own  truth.  Do  not  you  feel 
your  want  of  falvation  ?  Do  not  you  renounce  every 
thing  for  the  pardon  of  your  fins,  and  the  juftification 
pf  your  perfons,  but  Chrift's  blood  and  righteoufnefs? 
Did  you  never  aftually  come  to  God  by  Jefus  Chrift  ? 
Are  you  not  now  aflually  cafting  your  whole  fouls 
upoi>   Chrift  alone  for  falvation  ?     If  this  be  yo\if 
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cafe,  you  may  read  your^title,  and  fee  your  intereft 
in  the  Son  of  God,  clearly  from  the  words  before 
you.  It  is  here  witneffed  by  the  Holy  Ghbft,  that 
Chrift  faves  to  the  uttermoft  all  that  come  unto  God 
by  him.  Tlie  word  uttermoft,  fuits  the  cafe  of  God's 
called  people.  It  yields  them  comfort,  and  gives  them 
encouragement  in  the  worft  cafes  which  befeill  them. 
Thou  art  a  poor  (inner,  convinced  by  the  word  and 
fpirit,  of  thy  loft,  ruined,  damnable  ftate,  by  nature 
and  pradice ;  and  art  drawn  by  the  Father's  love,  to 
caft  thy  foul  upon  the  perfon  and  work  of  the  Lord 
Jefus.  Thou  art  fled  to  Chrift,  the  city  of  refuge, 
and  haft  taken  fhelter  under  the  glorious  purple  cover- 
ing  of  the  Redeemer's  righteoufnefs  and  blood.  Thy 
Jefus  will  fave  thee  to  the  uttermoft.  And  who  can 
tell  what  Chrift's  uttermoft  is  ?  He  is  able  to  fave  thee 
to  the  uttermoft,  let  thy  fins  be  what  they  may.  No 
guilt  can  reach  fo  far,  nor  be  fo  great,  that  he  is  not 
able  to  pardon  and  fave  thee  from  it.  Though  you 
have  your  own  hearts,  fin,  and  the  devil  to  plead  againft 
you;  yet  you  have  Chrift  your  almighty  and  pow- 
erful advocate  to  plead  for  you,  and  him  the  Father 
heareth  always.  You  have  a  moft  beautiful  account  in 
the  3d  of  Zechariah,  of  the  interceffion  and  advocacy 
of  your  great  high  Prieft,  on  the  behalf  of  his  beloved 
ones.  It  is  too  commonly  the  cafe  in  the  real  expe* 
rience  of  faints,  to  caft  away  their  confidence  in  God, 
when  they  feel  their  guilt,  the  prevalency,  and  horrid 
depravity  of  their  finful  fallen  nature ;  and  they  lel- 
dom  confider  that  our  adorable  Jefus  has  taken  up 
into  heaven  with  him  all  forts  and  kinds  of  afiedioi) 
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and  mercy  which  his  people  will  ever  (land  in  need 
of,  and  which  he  will  vent  towards  them,  and  exer- 
xife  upon  them,  as  their  cafes  may  require.  He  hath 
the  faAie  heart  of  love;  the  fame  bowels  of  mercy; 
the  fame  fympathy  and  compaflion  to  exprefs  towards 
his  people  that  he  exercifed  while  here  below.  Such 
is  Chrift's  love,  that  he  fhews  it  when  his  people  rooft 
need  it.  Jofliua,  the  high  prieft,  a^type  of  the  church 
of  Chrift,  is  in  Ihis  prophecy  reprefenfed  Handing 
before  the  angel  of  the  Lord,  by  whom  we  are  to 
underftand  Chrift  our  Saviour ;  and  Sataii  ftands  at 
Jofhua's  right  hand  as  an  adverfaty,  to  refift  hiin^ 
and  to  bring  before  the  Lprd  an  accufation  againft 
him :  there  was  c^ufe  for  it ;  be  was  clothed  with 
filthy  garments :  by  which  we  may  underftand  Gn,  with 
which  the  foul  is  naturally  clothed;  and  it  maybe 
that  fome  of  you  are  at  this  very  time  experiencing 
the  defiling  effeO:  of  it  in  your  own  confciences,  damp- 
ing  your  joys,  weakening  your  faith,  and  prevailing 
with  you  to  look  off  from  Jefus,  to  yoOr  own  finful- 
nefs  and  mifery.  Here  is  a  child  of  God  ftanding 
before  the  Lord  with  the  filth  and  guilt  of  fome  frefli 
contrafted  fin;  and  Satan,  the  accufer,  appearing 
againft  him  before  God,  hoping  to  obtain  leave  to 
prevail  over  him.  Obferve,  beloved,  how  the  Lord 
deals  in  this  cafe ;  And  the  Lord  /aid  unto  Satan^  the 
Lord  reiuke  thee^  O  Satan^  even  the  Lord  that  hath 
cbofen  Jerufalem^  rebuke  thee:  is  not  this  a  brand 
plucked  out  of  the  fire  ?  You  fee,  firs,  Chrift  is  an 
advocate ;  he  rebukes  the  devil,  and  will  hear  nothing 
againft  his  chofen  ones,  but  will  furely  plead  for  them. 
Nay,  more  than  this;  though  Jofliua  was  clothed 
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with  filthy  garments,  and  flood  before  Chrift  thus ; 
yet  he  gives  forth  the  command,  faying,  Take  away" 
the  filihy  garments  from  him.  Bleffed  be  the  Lord,  all 
the  filth  and  guilt  of  fin,  as  it  refpefls  the  eleft,  have 
been  removed  from  them,  and  laid  upon  Chrift.  By 
virtue  of  which,  frefh  guilt  and  fih  laying  upon  the 
confcience,  are  removed  by  a  frefli  application  of 
pardoning  grace  and  mercy  unto  them.  And  unto 
Jofbua^  the  Lord  faid^  Behold^  I  have  caufed  thine  ini^ 
quity  to  pafsfrom  thec^  and  I  will  clothe  thee  with  change 
of  raiment.  Believer,  the  truth  is,  fin  lives  in  thee  and 
wounds  thee;  and  Chrift  lives  for  thee  to  heal  thy 
wounds :  and  as  holy  Watts  fays, 

*<  Not  all  that  fin  or  hell  can  fay, 

*'  Can  turn  his  heart,  his  love  away.*' 

It  may  be,  thou  doft  not  draw  that  comfort  to.  thy 
foul  from  Chrift's  living  as  thy  interceflbr,  as  thou 
fliouldeft:  but  doft  fuffer  fin  and  Satan  to  diftrefs  thee 
without  a  caufe.  Satan  is  indeed  the  accufer  of  the 
brethren,  who  accufes  them  before  Cod  day  and 
night :  but  how  are  we  to  underftand  this  ?  Certainly, 
Satan  cannot  enter  heaven,  where  no  unclean  thing  is, 
where  Chrift  our  Interceflbr  fitteth  at  the  right  hand 
of  God.  I  therefore  underftand  this  Scripture  thus; 
.  that  Satan  is  continually  feeking  to  moleft  the  faints, 
and  conftantly  going  up  and  down  to  pick  up  all  he 
can  againft  the  people  of  God,  in  order  to  accufe  them, 
and  fet  them  one  againft  another.  Alfo  he  takes  the 
advantage  to  difturb  ihem,  if  ^oflible,  in  the  worft)ip 
of  God,  by  drawingofftheir  minds,  by  injefting  wan- 
dering thoughts,  by   bringing  their  fins'  to  remem- 
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brance,  and,  it  may  be,  by  ftirring  up  fin  in  them 
when  they  are  moft  folemnly  engaged :  which  done, 
he  accufes  them  in  their  confciences,  and  that  before 
the  Lord,  when  in  his  facred  fervice ;  this  he  does 
continually  day  and  night,  under  one  form  or  ano- 
ther.  It  is  our  blefling  to  know  that  fin  cannot 
damn  us,  for  Chrifl:  hath  died ;  nor  Satan  condemn 
us  efFeftually  before  the  Lord,  feeing  our  great  high 
Prieft  ever  liveth  to  make  interceffion  for  us.  This 
is  fiifficient  to  reft  our  fouls  upon — the  perfonai 
appearance  of  our  advocate  before  the  throne.  So 
that,  if  arty  man^  any  one  of  his  people,  through 
frailty  and  the  power  of  temptation,  fin^  we  ba^e  an 
advocate  with  the  Father^  J^f^^  Chrifl  the  righteous :  and 
be  is  the  propitiation  for  our  fins.  Obferve,  then,  be- 
lievers, that  as  Chrift  was  a  prieft  on  the  crofs,  and 
there  perfeftly  expiated,  and  made  atonement  for,  our 
fins ;  fo  he  is  a  prieft  in  the  court  of  heaven,  to  plead 
his  work  before  the  tribunal  of  juftice,  and  the  throne 
of  mercy,  againft  the  curfes  of  the  law,  the  accufations 
of  Satan,  and  the  indiftm^nts  of  fin ;  and  to  keep  off 
the  punifhments  our  fins  deferve.  For  fuch  an  bi^ 
Triefi  became  us^  who  can  have  compaffion  on  us; 
who  is  full  of  mercy  and  pity  towards  us ;  and  is 
continually  exercifing  himfelf  according  to  his  office 
for  our  good  and  on  our  behalf:  fVbo}is  holy^  barmlejs^ 
undefiled^  feparate  from  finners^  and  made  higher  than  the 
heavens :  which  words  refer  to  Chrift's  life  and  inter- 
ceffion in  heaven.  fVho  needeth  not  daily^  as  thofe  bi^ 
priejls^  to  offer  up  facrijice^  firji  for  his  own  fins^  and 
then  for  the  people's :  for  this  he  did  once^  when  be  offerd 
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up  bimfelf.  For  the  law  maketb  men  high  priefts^  which 
have  infirmity  ;  but  the  word  of  the  oath^  which  wasfince 
the  law^  maketb  the  Son,  who  is  confecrated  for  evermore. 
Here  I  would  raife  fome  further  obfervatiohs :  thc_ 
law  here  fpoken  of,  is  the  ceremonial  law,  under 
which  were  high  priefts,  and  they  were  fuch  as  had 
infirmity.  The  whole  of  it  was  typical  of  Chrift,  and 
of  good  things,  real  fpiritual  bleflings  which  were  to 
come  by  him,  and  to  be  beftowed  upon  his  church 
and  people.  The  office  of  the  high  prieft,  in  every 
part  and  circumftance  of  it,  was  a  prefiguratron  of 
Chrift  :  it  was  of  the  Lord's  own  appointment;  and  it 
was  on  the  account  of  fin,  and  on  the  behalf  of  fin- 
ners.  Aaron,  the  firft  high  prieft,  was  called  by  the 
Lord  to  this  office ;  was  inaugurated  and  invefted  in 
it,  by  anointing  facrifices,  and  other  ceremonies,  all 
divinely  inftituted.  So  Chrift  was  called  from  eter- 
nity, anointed  before  all  worlds  with  the  unftion  of 
the  fpirit,  and  was  fully  invefted  into  the  higheft  exer- 
cife  of  his  prieftly  work  in  heaven,  by  the  offering  of 
faimfelf.  As  before  remarked,  the  office  of  prieflhood 
was  appointed  in  confequence  of  fin,  and  it  was  on  the 
behalf  of  finners.  Sin  could  not  be  fatisfied  for  but 
by  blobd-fhedding  :  and  no  blood  of  bulls  and  goats 
could  poflibly  take  away  fin.  They  were  not  ap- 
pointed for  this  end,  but  to  be  memorials  of  the  future 
facrifice  of  Chrift  Jefus,  who  was  to  make  an  end  of 
fin,  and  to  bring  in  everlafting  righteoufnefs.  The 
high  Prieft  was  to  a£l  on  the  behalf  of  finners  in  each 
part  and  branch  of  his  office ;  it  was  neceflary  there- 
fore that  he  ftiould  be  merciful  and  compaffionate  to 
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thofe  on  whofe  account  he  afled,  and  on  whofe  be- 
half he  approached  the  Lord  and  fupplicated.  Wc 
have  a  mod  beautiful  account  given  us  of  this  in  the 
5th  chapter  of  this  epiftle.  For  every  high  priefl  taken 
from  among  men^  is  ordained  for  men  in  things  pertaining 
to  God^  that  be  may  offer  both  gifts  and  facrifices  for  fins: 
who  can  have  compajjion  on  the  ignorant^  and  on  them  that 
are  out  of  the  way  /  for  that  he  himfelf  alfo  is  compajfed 
with  infirmity.  He  himfelf  was  a  finner,  a  frail  im- 
perfe6l  creature,  fubjeCl  to  frailties  and  infirmities; 
all  which  taught  him  the  need  of  his  office ;  to  be 
companionate  to  others ;  to  be  importunate  with  God 
on  their  behalf;  and  to  make  their  cafe  his  own.  In- 
deed, the  high  pried  never  appeared  at  the  altar  of 
burnt-offering  without  having  on  the  breaft-plate,  on 
which  were  infcribed  the  names  of  the  children  of 
Ifrael;  fo  that  he  could  not  forget  that  he  repre- 
fented  them  before  the  Lord ;  offered  the  facrifice  on 
their  account ;  fprinkled  the  blood,  carried  it  within 
the  vail,  and  there  interceded  for  them.  7he  law 
maketh  men  high  priejis^  which  have  infirmity.  But  our 
great  high  Prieft,  Jefus  the  Son  of  God,  is  bofyj  barm- 
lefs^  undefiled^feparatefromfmners^  and  made  higher  than 
the  heavens.  How  then  can  he  fuit  our  cafe  ?  How  can 
he  feel  for  and  pity  us  ?  When  our  cafes  are  iinful, 
miferable,  and  diftrefling.  Bleflings  on  him  !  he  hath 
taken  our  nature  into  union  with  his  perfon,  with  all 
the  finlefs  infirmities  of  it;  in  the  days  of  his  flefh  he 
was  exercifed  with  all  forts  and  kinds  of  temptations; 
and  he  himfelf  having  fufFered  being  tempted,  he  is 
able  to  fuccour  them  that  are  tempted.     His  of&ce 
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requires  from  him  the  exercife  of  boundlefs  mercy 
and  endlefs  compaffion.  For  we  have  not  an  high  Priejl 
which  cannot  be  touched  with  the  feeling  of  our  infirmities  i 
but  was  in  all  points  tempted  like  as  we  are^  yet  without 
fin.  Let  us  therefore  corne  boldly  unto  the  throne  of  grace. 
Our  high  Prieft  is  dill  in  office;  he  fpeaks  by  his 
word  from  heaven  unto  us,  and  this  is  his  invariable 
language  :  Look  unto  me-^  and  be  ye  faved  all  the  ends  of 
the  earth :  for  I  am  Godj  and  there  is  none  elfe.  Theire 
is  not  a  fingle  want  we  feel,  but  Chrift's  office  en- 
gageth  him  to  fupply ;  nor  a  mifery,  but  he  is  engaged 
to  fupport  us  under,  or  favems  from;  nor  a, fin  we 
feel,  but  he  will  both  pardon  and  fubdue.  He  is  full 
of  grace,  his  compaffions  fail  not :  he  is  rich  in  mercy 
to  all  that  call  upon  him.  Though  there  be  a  change 
in  his  condition,  from  a  ftate  of  humiliation,  to  a  ftate 
of  exaltation,  yet  there  is  no  change  in  his  office. 
And  as  faith  eye$  the  death  of  Chrift,  which  is  the 
grand  fupport  of  the  foul,  being  its  ground  of  confi- 
^  dence,  and  a  ftrong  pillar  of  hope  when  firft  brought 
out  of  a  ftate  of  fin  and  mifery,  under  the  views  of  fin, 
and  terrors  of  confcience :  fo,  in  its  after  afts  and 
cxercifes,  it  eyes  the  life  of  Chrift's  interceffion  in 
heaven :  thus  taking  into  view  both  his  propitiation 
and  interceffion.  The  believer  finds  Chrift  an  ever- 
lafting  rock  of  refuge,  and  fees  a  provifion  in  him 
fuited  to  all  fpiritual  cafes  and  exigencies.  His  inter- 
ceffion fprings  from  the  fame  mercy  and  compaffion 
towards  us,  as  his  death  does ;  and  both  are  but  th€^« 
difplaying  of  his  wonderful  grace  and  love,  ^e  Iqw 
maketh  men  high  priejis^  which  Joave  Infirmity  i  but  the 
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word  of  the  oatb^  which  was  Jince  the  tee;,  maketh  ibi 
Son,  who  is  confecrated  for  evermore.  The  word  of  the 
oath,  which  was  fince  the  law.  To  what  does  this  refer 
us  ?  Mod  furely  to  the  oath  of  the  covenant  of  grace, 
•whereby  it  was  declared,  that  another  prieft  fliould 
arife  after  the  order  of  Melchifedec,  and  not  be  called 
after  the  order  of  Aaron.  If  you  a(k,  where  in 
Scripture  is  this  mentioned  ?  1  anfwer,  in  the  iioth 
Pfalm ;  there  you  will  find  thefe  words  :  The  Lordbaib 
fwom  and  will  not  repent,  thou  art  a  prieji  for  ever  after 
the  order  of  Melchifedec.  Thefe  words  were  uttered 
long  after  the  ceremonial  law  was  given ;  and  they 
were  given  to  inform  us,  that  Chrili  was  Melchifedec*t 
antitype.  Indeed  (as  I  obferved  in  our  entrance  upon 
this  difcourfe)  he  was  the  fole  and  only  type  of  the 
perfon  of  Chrift,  and  therefore  he  is  introduced  as  a 
man  j lift  dropped  from  heaven,  and  is  faid  to  be  with* 
out  father,  without  mother,  without  defcent,  having  net-  ' 
ther  beginning  of  days,  nor  end  of  life  ;  but  made  like  unto 
the  Son  of  God,  abideth  a  prieji  continually.  Concerning 
this  Melchifedec,  various  are  the  opinions  of  learned 
men :  fome  will  have  him  to  be  a  mere  man,  whofe 
genealogy  is  purpofely  omitted  by  the  Holy  Ghofi) 
that  he  might  be  a  fhadow  of  the  eternity  of  Chrift's 
perfon,  who  was  without  father  as  man,  and  without 
mother  as  God  ;  which  I  am  inclined  to  embrace  as 
the  truth.  Among  fuch  as  look  on  him  in  this  view,  as 
a  type  of  Chrift  in  the  eternity  of  his  perfon,  and  in  the 
account  given  of  him  that  he  was  the  prieft  of  the  moft 
high  God,  fome  will  have  him  to  be  Shem  the  fon 
of  Noah ;  others,  that  he  was  a  Canaafiitiih  prince ; 
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while  others  will  have  him  to  be  the  Son  of  God 
himfelf.  To  this  is  generally  objefted,  that  it  is  faid, 
he  was  made  like  unto  the  Son  of  God;  which  phrafe, 
it  is  judged,  would  have  been  impertinent,  if  he  had 
himfelf  been  the  Son  of  God.  When  it  is  here  faid. 
The  word  of  the  oaibj  which  wasfince  the  law,  maketh  the 
Son,  who  is  confecrated  for  evermore,  what  are  we  to 
underftand  by  it?  What  doth  it  make  the  Son?  I 
anfwer,  a  prieft.  It  does  not  make  Chrift  the  eflen- 
tial  and  only  begotten  Son  of  God,  but  it  makes  or 
declares  the  Son  of  God  to  be  a  prieft.  The  Sonfhip 
of  Chrift  is  the  foundation  of  all  his  offices.  This  is 
moft  particularly  noticed  in  this  epiftle.  In  the  5th 
chapter  you  have  thefe  words :  Chrift  glorified  not  bim^ 
felfi  to  be  made  an  high  Prieft  ;  but  he  thatfaid  unto  him^ 
thou  art  my  Son,  to  day  have  I  begotten  thee.  The  fame 
who  faid,  ^ou  art  my  Son,  faid  alfo,  Thou  art  a  Prieft 
for  ever  after  the  order  of  Melchifedec.  So  that  the  pre- 
yalency  of  his  interceffion  is  founded  upon  his  relation 
to  God.  Seeing  then  that  we  have  a  great  high  Prieft^ 
thai  is  pajfed  into  the  heavens,  Jefus  the  Son  of  God.  And 
here  before  us  it  is  taken  notice  of:  the  word  of  the 
oatb^  which  wasfince  the  lazv,  maketh  the  Son  a  prieft.  His 
being  the  Son  of  God,  gives  luftre,  dignity,  and  efficacy 
to  his  interceffion.  It  is  upon  this  relation  that  his 
confecration  to  his  eternal  priefthood  is  founded,  and 
which  he  exercifeth  in  the  adminiftration  of  his  office 
of  interceflbr  and  advocate.  The  word  of  the  oath,  zvhicb 
wasfince  the  law,  maketh  the  Son,  (a  Prieft)  who  is  con-^ 
Jecrated  for  evermore.  It  is  this  relation  that  gives  him 
this  honour  and  glory.  This  prerogative  had  not  been 
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granted  him,  had  he  not  been  the  eflential  and  only 
begotten  Son  of  God.  When  he  went  into  heaven  to 
appear  in  the  prefence  of  God  for  us,  he  was  enter- 
tained as  a  Son-prieft ;  not  only  as  a  prieft  in  relation 
to  us,  but  as  a  Son  in  relation  to  his  Father,  and  was 
by  him  always  confidered  in  the. capacity  of  his5on, 
as  well  as  our  furety.  As  he  was  placed  in  this  office 
as  a  Son,  fo  he  doth  manage  it  as  a  Son,  and  will  ufe 
all  his  intereft  in  his  Divine  Father  on  the  behalf  of  his 
beloved  ones.  The  infinite  worth  of  his  interceflion 
refults  from  his  divine  perfon  :  fo  alfo  the  infinite 
worth  of  his  obedience  and  fufFerings ;  and  being  the 
interceflion  of  a  divine  perfon,  it  is  as  powerful  as  his 
facrifice  was  efFe6lual.  It  is  a  privilege  due  to  the 
greatnefs  of  his  perfon,  to  have  his  fuit  granted,  as  it 
is  his  duty  as  the  high  Prieft  of  his  church,  to  prefent  it 
in  the  holy  of  holies.  Though  there  was  an  end  of 
Chrift's  a&ual  fufFerings  when  he  expired,  yet  there  is 
no  end  of  the  virtue  of  them  ;  and  therefore  no  end  of 
his  interceflion,  which  depended,  not  upon  his  death,  . 
limply  confidered,  but  upon  the  value  of  it.  It  is  in 
the  virtue  of  this  he  pleads.  There  can  be  no  end  of 
this  interceffion  of  his  perfon,  till  there  be  an  exbauil* 
ing  of  the  worth  and  efficacy  of  his  death.  The  exer- 
cife  of  this  office  mufl  be  as  durable  as  the  office 
itfelf.  His  priefthood  is  for  ever,  and  therefore  the 
aft  belonging  to  his  priefthood  is  for  ever  alfo.  He 
was  more  particularly  conftituted  an  high  Prieft  after 
the  order  of  Melchifedec,  when  he  entered  into  heaven 
as  a  forerunner  for  us ;  where  he  abides  an  high  Prieft 
continually :  made  fo,  not  after  the  law  of  a  carnal  cm- 
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mandment^  but  after  the  power  of  an  ettdlefs  Ufe,^  and  con- 
firmed by  the  oath  of  God,  a  Priefi  for  ever.  This 
will  appear  by  confidering,  that  our  Lord  having 
finiflied  the  work  which  the  Father  gave  him  to  do, 
went  up  on  high  a  triumphant  conqueror,  dragging  the 
hod  of  hell  at  his  chariot  wheels,  and  triumphing  over 
them.  He  being  received  up  into  glory,  was  feen  by 
all  the  angels  of  God,  who  fell  down  and  worfliipped 
him.  The  fpirits  of  juft  men  made  perfeft,  caft  their 
crowns  at  his  feet;  Jehovah,  the  Father,  bid  him 
welcome  to  heaven:  and  the  110th  Pfalm,  gives  us  a 
moll  glorious  account  of  Chrifts  folemn  inauguration 
into  the  exercife  of  the  fecond  part  of  his  prieftly 
office  within  the  vail.  The  Pfalm  exhibits  Chrifl  as 
juft  entered  into  the  holy  place,  there  to  appear  in  ibe 
prefence  of  God  for  us ;  and  gives  us  the  very  words 
with  which  the  Father  congratulated  the  Son  upon 
this  great  occafion.  That  it  was  written  concerning 
Chrift — yea,  that  David  was  in  the  Spirit,  and  mar- 
velloufly  infpired  by  him  in  the  writing  of  it,  we  have 
Chrift's  own  teftimony  to  pro  vie;  and  by  it  our  Lord 
pofed  the  Pharifees,  when  he  afked  them  this  foul- 
important  queftion:  What  think  ye  of  Chrift  ?  IVbqfe 
Son  is  he  ?  They  fay  unto  him  the  Son  of  David*  To 
whom  our  Lord  replies,  How  then  dpth  David  infpirit 
call  him  Lord  ?  faying^  Tke  Lord  f did  unto  my  Lord^  Sit 
thou  on  my  ri^t  hand^  till  I  make  thine  enemies  thy  foot* 
ftooL  Thefe  words  were  fpoken  by  Jehovah  the 
Father,  to  Jehovah  the  Son,  and  that  at  his  firfk 
entrance  into  heaven,  when  he  went  up  with  great 
triumph  into  his  kingdom  and  glory.    A  throne  was 
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prepared  for  him — a  crown  put  on  him.  Sit  thou  on 
my  right  band:  this  implies  the  grant  of  fovereignty 
and  power  unto  him  as  mediator,  ////  I  make  thy  foes 
thy  fooljlool ;  which  was  to  be  done  in  the  following 
way  :  "The  Lord  Jhall  fend  the  rod  of  thy  ftretigth  (i.  c. 
the  everlafting  gofpel)  out  of  Zion  ;  which  was  the  very 
cafe,  for  it  went  forth  at  the  day  of  Pentecoft  out  of 
Zion,  and  this  word  of  the  Lord  from  Jerufalem, 
Rule  thou  in  the  midjl  of  thine  enemies :  the  effe6ls  of 
which  follow,  Thy  people  fhall  be  willing  in  the  day  of 
thy  power ^  in  the  beauties  of  holinefs  from  the  womb  of 
the  monung :  thou  hajl  the  dew  of  thy  youth.  The  Lord 
bath  fwom^  with  the  oath  of  the  covenant,  and  will  not 
repent  J  Thou  art  a  Priejifor  ever  after  the  order  ofMeU 
cbifedec.  You  fee  our  Jefus  was  divinely  accepted  by 
the  Father ;  and  his  perfon  and  work  were  well  pleating 
unto  him,  he  being  crowned  with  glory  and  honour^ 
and  feated  at  the  Father's  right  hand,  angels,  princi- 
palities, and  powers  being  made  fubjeO:  unto  him. 
The  Father  gives  unto  Chrift  whatfocver  he  afks :  he 
beftows  upon  him  whatfoever  he  defires;  and  refufes 
nothing  that  he  fues  for.  He  being  raifed  and  exalted 
by  the  covenant  oath  of  the  eternal  Three  to  his  me- 
diatorial throne,  being  feated  on  it,  and  anointed  a 
Prieft  for  ever,  he  will  aft  as  a  prieft  on  the  behalf 
of  his  church,  which  can  be  no  other  way  than  by 
his  interceffion.  This  Man^  (rather  it  fhould  be,  thif 
Prieft)  after  he  had  offered  one  facrijice  for  fins  ^  for  ever 
fat  down  on  the  right  hand  of  God.  Having  Bniftied  his 
work  upon  earth,  he  fat  down,  as  one  that  had  offered 
a^  coinplete  facriBce  in  the  nature  of  a  prieft,  and  fat 
down  for  ever  to  exercifc  his  priefthood  at  the  right 
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Kan'd  of  God.    The  high  prieft  entered  into  the  holy 
of  holies  but  once  a  year ;  but  this  high  PHeft,  as  one 
obferves,  fits  for  ever  in  court)  in  a  perpetual  exercife 
of  his  function,  both  as  a  prieft  and  as  a  facrifice^  And 
fince  his  own  facrifice  for  fins  offered  on  eSirth  was 
fufEcient)  he  hath  nothing  to  do  perpetually  in  heavent 
but  to  fprinkle  the  blood  of  that  facrifice  before jmitipQH 
ihe  mercy-feaU    He  appears  in  the  prefence  of  God 
for  us,  as  the  high  prieft  appeared  in  the  holy  of 
holies  for  all  the  people*     Here  I  would  further  ob* 
ferve,  that  Melchifedec  was  a  type  of  Chrift  in  the 
higheft  aft  of  his  facerdotal  office  in  heaven,  in  his 
bleffing  his  people.     You  read  of  no  other  prieftly 
a6l  performed  by  him.     The  Scripture  fpeaks  not  a 
word  concerning  when  he  entered  upon  his  office^ 
nor  of  his  ceafing  or  laying  down  his  office ;  hereby 
the  eternity  and  unchangeable  nature  of  Chrift's  prieft- 
hood  were  fet  forth.    Nor  do  you  read  of  his  offer- 
ing facrifice  :  but  it  is  recorded  concerning  him,  that 
he  met  Abraham  returning  fr9m  the  Jlaugbter  of  the  kings. 
And  be  irought  forth  bread  and  wine  s  and  as  he  was  th» 
prieft  of  the  nsoft  high  God,  he  blefTed  him,  and  faid, 
Blejfed  be  Mram  of  the  moji  high  God^  pjpsjfor  ofbeaveti 
and  earth.     In  which  ^  a£l,  Chrift's  bleffing  his  people^ 
as  their  great  and  everlafting  high  Prieft  was  typified. 
As  Melchifedec  blefled  Abram  and  all  the  faithful 
in  him;  fo  our  true  Melchifedec  bleffeth   with  an* 
everlafting  bleffing,  all  his  people.     His  great  work 
in  heaven  is  to  blefs  his  people,  and  to  pronounce 
them  blefled.    And  his  bleffing  appears  towards  them 
in  pardoning  their  fins^  renewing  their  fouls,  and 
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turning  them  effeftually  from  their  iniquities.     Ob« 
ferve^  Chrift  was  confecratied  a  priefl:  for  ever^  upon 
his  entrance  into  ^eaven,  and  fitting  at  the  right  hand 
of  God.    BelieverS)  lift  up  your  hearts  untolhe  Lord«< 
Your  Jefus  is  gone  up  on  high ;  is  in  the  prefence  of 
God  for  you  ;  has  your  concerns  at  heart ;  and  hav* 
ing  all  your  pames  on  the  breaft-plate  of  his  heart,  he 
manages  his  interceffion  fo  as  moft  exa£lly  to  fuit  your 
various  caies  and  continual  needs.     When  you  look 
by  faith,  and  fee  your  almighty  furety  upon  his  throne, 
an  everlafting  Saviour — the  Prince  of  peace — the  Lord 
your  rightffoufnefs — furely^  you  muft  trkimph  over  fin, 
felf,  Satan,  death,  and  hell.     His  being  at  God*s  right 
hand,  is  an  everlafting  evidence  of  the  worth  of  his 
obedience  and  death ;  and  what  may  you  not  expeft 
from  fuch  a  friend,  who  has  exalte<l  your  nature  into^ 
union  with  himfelf,  and  carried  it  within  the  vail ; 
where  he  will  be  worlhipped  as  the  Lamb  that  was 
flain,  for  evermore.     He  is  our  furety  in  heaven,  as 
he  was  on  earth.     He  undertook,  and  came  into  the 
world  by  his  affuming  our  nature,  to  pay  a  price 
for  the  redemption  of  his  people,  adeqdate  to  all  the 
demands  of  juftice  j  and  he  is  the  furety  for  his  peo- 
ple in  heaven,  and  ftands  bound  to  bring  every  one  of 
them  to' glory :  yea,  the  very  entrance  of  Chrift  into 
glory,  and  his  being  feated  at  the  right  hand  of  the 
Majefty  on  high^  are  a  pledge  to  us  that  we  ftiall  enter 
alfo.  And  he  himfelf  hath  faid,  Becaufe  I  live\  je  Jbalt 
iive  qlfo.     Beloved  believer,  what,  or  who  ftiall  fepa-* 
rate  thee  from  the  love  of  God  ?  Chrift  will  make  ufe 
ttf  all  his  intcreft  ia  bis  Father  on  thy  behalf.    Look  al 


tonfecraied  a^  priejifor  ever.  261 

thy  furety  and  glorified  head,  Chrift  Jefus :  the  glory 
he  enjoys ;  the  crown  upon  his  head  ;  the  marks  which 
ilill  remain  in  hi^s  glorified  humanity,  as  fears  of  ho- 
nour which  he  received  when  bound  by  the  cords  of 
everlafting  love  to  the  crofs  for  thee,  are  motives  to 
him  to  fave  thee,  and  that  to  the  uttermoft.  Oh  for 
faith,  to  be  exercifing  our  (ouls  in^neditating  on  the 
glories  of  his  perfon  >  the  worth  and  efficacy  of  his 
life  of  obedience,  and  death  of  forrows ;  and  to  be 
viewing  our  great  high  Prieft,  Chrift  Jefus,  fitting  at 
God's  right  hand  crowned  with  glory  and  honour !  I 
conclude  with  thefe  words  of  the  apoftle,  Now  of  the 
ihings  which  we_  have  fpoken^  this  is  the  fum :  we  have 
fuch  an  high  Priej?,  who  is  Jet  on  the  right  hand  of  the 
throne  of  the  majefiy  in  the  heavens :  a  minijler  of  the 
fanEluary^  and  of  the  true  tabernacle^  which  the  Lord 
pitched^  and  not  man.  Heb.  viii.  1,  %.  May  the  Lord 
blefs  what  hath  been  delivered.     Amen. 
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Pod's  Pleasure  in  the  Sacrifice  of 

Christ. 


IsAiAH)  Chap.  liii.  Ver.  ^o. 

tit  itpkqfed  the  Lard  to  huifs  bim^  be  bath  put  bim  i$. 
grief:  when  tbcfujffolt  ntake  bis  foul  an  offering  for  fm^ 
hefhallfee  bis  feed^  be  fhqll  prolong  bis  days^  and  tbi 
pleqfure  of  the  Lord fhall  prof  per  in  bis  band. 

THIS  chapter  might  well  bear  this  title,  The  Tree 
of  Life ;  for  in  it  eyerlaftmg  life  is  let  before  US| 
and  difcovered  unto  ps,  as  flo^ying  forth  towards,  and 
upon  the  finners  of  mankind,^  through  the  rich,  freC| 
and  fovereigi>  grace  of  God,  made  known  and  mani- 
fefted  iti  the  fufferings  and  death  of  our  Lord  Jefu$ 
Phrift.  In  it  we  have  the  greateft  fubjeft  treated 
of  in  all  the  book  of  God;  we  are  herein  pre- 
fented  with  a  yiew  of  Chrift,  and  he  is  fet  before  us  a$ 
evidently  crucified.  Here  we  may  by  faith  behold  the 
Lamb  of  God  bearing  qur  fin$,  fuftaining  our  griefs, 
and  offering  himfelf,  his  foul  and  body,  in  union  with 
bis  divioe  perfon.  ^s  a  facrifice  for  his  people.    In 
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this  portion  of  facred  Scripture  we  have  Chrift  in  his 
perfon  and  offices,  in  his  love  and  grace,  moft  giori- 
oufly  revealed.  The  principal  things  treated  of  in  it 
are,  firft,  concerning  the  perfon  of  our  adorable  Iiri- 
manuel,  who  is  God  and  man  in  one  Chrift ;  who,  as 
coequal  and  coeternal  in  the  Godhead  with  the  Father 
and  the  Spirit,  is  the  everlafting  delight  of  his  Father, 
confidered  as  his  coequal  Son;  and,  confidered  as  Me- 
diator, the  objeQ:  of  faith,  the  foundation  upon  which 
his  church  is  built; — the  fubj  eft  of  prophecy,  of  whom 
all  the  prophets  have  with  one  voice  teftified,  that 
there  is  redemption  in  his43lood,  even  the  forgivenefs 
of  fins.  Secondly,  here  is  an  account  of  his  under- 
takings  with  his  Divine  Father  in  the  everlafting  co- 
venantj  on  the  behalf,  upon  the  account,  and  for  the 
fake  of  his  dear  people.  Thirdly,  he,  as  the  furety 
of  his  people,  is  here  defcribed  and  fet  forth,  in  his 
fufFerings,  Ibrrows,  and  death.  And,  fourthly,  his 
triumphant  viftory  and  viftorious  conquefts  over  all 
his  and  his  church's  enemies  are  fpoken  pf  as  the  fruit 
and  eflPeO:  of  his  wonderful  death.  Thefe  are  the 
general  heads  contained  in  the  part  of  the  facred 
word  now  before  us.  The  fufFerings  and  death  of 
the  adorable  Meffiah,  are  a  fubjeft  which  the  Holy 
Ghoft  peculiarly  delights  to  fet  forth,  and  there- 
fore he  does  in  this  chapter  dwell  largely  and  par- 
ticularly upon  them,  and  proceeds  very  gradually 
in  openihg  and  explaining  this  myftery  of  our  moft 
holy  faith.  This  chapter  fhould  begin  with  thefe 
Words:  Behold,  my  Jervant  Jhall  deal  prudently,  hejhall 
he  exalted  and  extolled,  and  be  very  high.     It  is  the 

S4 


s64        (kis  Tkt^ire  in  the  S(urifice  of  Cbrifi. 

word  of  God  the  Father,  who  is  here  fpeaking  of 
his  coequal  and  coeternal  Son,  as  the  mefienger  of 
the  covenant  of  grace/who,  in  his  office-chara£ier  and 
capacity  of  Mediator,  becanie,  as  the  furety  of  his 
people,  the  Fathers  fervant ;  and  in  wondrous  grace 
and  boundlefs  love,  condefcended  to  humble  himfelf 
and  become  man,  that  thereby  he  might  be  capable 
of  performing  this  fervice, — of  obeying  the  law,  and 
fuftaining  its  penalties ;  whereby  the  law'  would  be 
magnified,  and  divine  juftice  everlaftingly  glorified. 
And  the  Father  here  calls  upon  us  to  behold  Chrift 
in  his  mediatorial  work  and  ofiice.  Behold^  my/ervatU 
/ball  deal  prudently^  or,  as  feme- render  it,  (hall  prof- 
per,  and  be  fuccefsful  in  the  great  and  glorious  work 
of  falvauon :  he  Jhall  be  exalted^  in  confequence  of 
his  finiihing  it,  in  his  life  and  by  his  death,  to  fit  at 
God's  right  hand,  where  all  the  angels  of  God,  and  all 
the  company  of  heaven,  fhall  continually  praife,  adore, 
and  worfhip  him.  He  fljall  be  extolled  by  his  people, 
and  be  very  high  in  their  hearts,  afFeftions,  and  efteem. 
As  many  were  aftonifljed  at  thee ;  his  vifage  was  fo  marred 
more  than  any  man^  and  his  form  more  than  the  fms  cf 
men.  Here  it  ihould  be  obferved,  that  Chrift  if 
Q)oken  of  as  under  fuffering  circumftances ;  for  other- 
wife,  Chrjft  in  his  human  nature  was  the  perfedioo 
of  beauty.  The  human  nature  of  Chrift  was  by  /the 
immediate  power  of  God  produced  and  formed ;  and 
it  being  without  ^11  fpot  of  fin,  was  not  the  fubje8  of 
deFeQs  and  deformity  ;  and  as  aifumed  by,  and  united 
xxtiio  the  perfon  of  the  Son  qf  God,  and  being  filled 
with  all  the  fulnefs  pf  habitual  grace,  he  was  fairer  than 
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the  children  of  men.  But,  when  he  came  to  fufFer  for 
fin,  then  indeed  bis  vifage  was  fo  marred  more  than  any 
tnan^  and  his  form  more  than  the,  fens  of  men:  yet  his 
humiliation  makes  way  for  his  exaltation.  He  fhall, 
notwithftanding,  be  profperous  and  fuccefsful.  So 
Jball  he  fprinkle  many  natiom  with  his  heavenly  do£trine, 
by  the  preaching  of  his  apoftles :  the  kings  Jhall  Jhut 
their  mouths  at  him^  and  fhall  own  and  acknowledge 
him  to  be  King  of  kings  and  Lord  of  lords^  and  yield 
themfelves  up  unto  him  to  be  his  willing  and  obedient 
fubjeds :  for  that  which  had  not  been  told  them  Jhall  they 
fee  i  and  that  which  they  bad  not  heard j  Jhall  they  con/ider. 
In  which  words  the  prophet,  as  God's  herald,  having 
proclaimed  and  foretold  what  fuccefs  the  preaching.of 
the  gofpel  would  be  attended  with  amongft  the  Gentiles, 
and  forefeeing  how  the  people  of  the  Jews,  unto  whom 
Chrift  was  promifed,  and  to  whom  he  was  fent,  would, 
inftead  of  mod  heartily  embracing  him  as  their  glory, 
flight  and  reje£i  him,  cries  out  with  amazement  at 
it,  JVho  bath  believed  our  report  f  concerning  Jefus 
the  felfexiftent  Saviour,  in  whom  all  the  fii4nefs 
of  the  Godhead  dwelleth;  who  is  falvation  itfelf; 
whofe  love  is  truly  wonderful,  and  paffeth  know* 
ledge ;  and^  to  whom  is  the  arm  (f  the  Lord  revealed  ? 
Then  he  enters  upon  a  particular  defcription  of  the 
perfon  and  fuffering  of  the  blefled  Jefus :  For  hejholl 
grow  uf  before  him  as  a  tender  plants  under  the  imme- 
diate eye  and  care  of  Jehovah,  the  Father,  who 
beheld  his  coequal  Son  in  our  nature  with  the  higheft 
delight  and  complacency,  born  of  a  woman — born 
jinto  our  world  and  made  under  the  law,  that  he  might 
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take  away  the  fins  of  his  people  by  the  offering  of 
himfelf.  And  as  a  root  mi  of  a  dry  ground^  as  he 
came  from  Jeffe's  withered  dock.  He  baib  no  form 
fior  comelinefs :  though  the  beloved  of  his  Father,  and 
worfhippcd  as  God-man  by  all  the  angels  of  hea- 
ven, yet  to  the  eye  of  carnal  fenfe  and  reafon,  he 
appeared  without  form  or  comelinefs ;  and  when  we 
fball  fee  htm^  there  is  no  beauty  that  wefbould  defhre  him; 
This  is  given  as  the  unbelieving  Jews'  negl^iEl  and  con- 
tempt of  him.  Thus,  ignorance  of  the  perfon  and  work 
of  Chrift,  as  fignified  and  foretold  in  the  writings  of 
the  prophets,  produced  this  damning  fin  in  them  of 
unbelief;  fo  that  they  treated  the  true  Meffiah,  the 
very  and  eternal  Son  of  God,  with  the  utmoft  con- 
tempt. He  is  defpifed  and  reje£led  of  men^  a  man  of 
forrows^  and  acquainted  with  grief;  and  we  bid  as  it 
were  mr faces  from  him  ;  be  was  defpifed^  and  we  efieemed 
him  not.  Now,  though  the  Jews  were  fo  far  loft  to 
the  true  knowledge  of  their  promifed  Saviour  and 
Deliverer,  as  to  defpife  and  difefteem  the  true  and 
only  Mefliah,  becaufe  of  his  deep  humiliations,  for- 
rows,  and  fi|(ferings,  which  were  very  clearly  marked 
out  in  prophecy ;  yet  one  of  tlieir  ancient  writers,  who 
appears  to  have  had  fome  profpeft  and  view  of  the 
covenant  of  grace,  faith,  *'  God  treated  with  the 
*'  Meffiah.  Righteous  Meffiah,  thofe  who  are  hid 
"  with  thee,  are  fuch  whofe  fins  in  time  fhall  bring 
*'  thee  to  grief ;  thy  ears  fhall  hear  reproaches ;  thy 
**  tongue  cleave  to  the  roof  of  thy  mouth  :  thou  fhall 
^*  be  wearied  with  forrow.  The  Meffiah  anfwered, 
"  Lord  of  the  world,  I  joyfully  take  them  upon  me, 
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^^  and  charge  myfelf  with  their  torments,  but  upon 
<^  this  condition,  that  thou  Ihalt  quicken  the  dead  in 
^^  my  days :  God  (faith  the  Rabbi)  granted  him  this ; 
<^  and  from  that  time  the  MefOah  charged  himfelf 
^^  with  all  kinds  of  torments,  as  it  is  written  Ifaiah  liii» 
^«  He  was  affliEkd.'*  That  he  was  to  be  aflBifted,  and 
chat  for  fin,  and  upon  the  account  of  his  people's 
fins,  was  very  clearly  and  plainly  fet  forth  in  the  pro- 
phecies concerning  him :  yea,  the  firft  revelation  which 
was  made  of  him  pointed  him  out  as  a  fuffering  Sa- 
viour, as  well  as  the  ferpent  bruifer.  Surely^  faith 
the  prophet,  be  bath  borne  our  griefs  and  carried  our 
firrcfws :  yet^  through  our  wretched  ignorance  and  un- 
belief, we  did  ejieem  him  ftricken^  Jmiiten  of  God^  and 
^iffliEled.  Bui  be  was  wounded  for  our  tranfgrejjions^  be 
was  bruifed  for  our  iniquities:  the  cbaftifement  of  our 
pecue  (i.  e.  the  puniihment  of  our  fin)  was  upon  bim^ 
and  wiib  bis  Jlripes  we  are  bealed.  In  the  next  verfc 
the  prophet  declares  the  ground  and  foundation  of  all 
this,  why  Chrift  was  wounded,  afflided,  and  bruifed 
for  our  iniquities  and  tranfgreilions.  All  we  likejbeep 
pave  gone  afiray :  we  bave  turned  every  one  to  bis  own 
^vay^  and  ibe  Lord  bath  laid  on  bim  the  iniqmty  of  us  all. 
As  on  the  anniverfary  day  of  atonement  the  high 
prieft  laid  on  both  his  hands  upon  the  head  of  the 
live  goat,  and  confeffed  over  it  all  the  iniquities  of 
the  children  of  Ifrael,  and  all  their  tranfgreffions  in 
all  their  fins,  (Levit.  xvi.  21.)  and  the  goat  flood 
charged  with  them,  and  bore  them  in  a  typical  man- 
ner ;  fo  bur  adorable  fubftitute,  the  Lord  Jefus,  was 
charged  by  his  Father^  with  all  the  fins  of  his  people  2 
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who,  by  an  aft  of  inexpreffible  grace,  took  off  all 
the  fins  of  the  ele£l,  from  their  perfons,  and  laid 
;them  upon  Chrift,  and  imputed  them  unto  him; 
and  he  bore  them  on  his  own  body  upon  the  tree; 
and  he  being  found  i^ith  all  the  original  and  adual 
fins  of  his  .people  upon  him,  hence  the  curfe  due 
to  them  lights  upon  him ;  and  he  was  wounded  for 
our  fins,  and  ^ruifed  for  our  iniquities ;  and  by  his 
ftripes  we  arc  healed.  For  his  blood  cleanfeth  from 
all  fin :  eternal  pardon  is  obtained  by  it :  and  the 
free  forgivenefs  of  all  fin  is  preached  unto  fioners 
in  confequence  of  it.  The  prophet  purfu^es  the  fttb- 
jeS,  and  fays,  He  was  oppreffed^  and  be  was  ttffU3ed; 
or  as  it  may  be  read,  the  debt  was  exafted  of  hdip, 
and  he  anfwered  for  it,  and  fully  fatisfied ;  for  what- 
ever  divine  juflice  demanded,  Chrift  paid  :  and  wheh 
fuffering  for  fin,  he  was  a  willing  fufferer :  for  when 
crowned  with  thorns,  and  the  blood  ran  down. his 
facred  cheeks,  and  they  nailed  his  holy  hands  and 
feet  to  the  crofs;  yet,  unparalleled  patience!  he 
opened  not  his  mouth.  He  is  brought  as  a  lamb  to 
the  jlaugbter^  and  as  a  Jheep  before  her  Jbearers  is  dumi^ 
fo  he  openeth  not  his  mouth.  The  prophet .  declares 
his  free  difcharge  from  condemnation,  his  refurrec- 
tion  from  the  dead,  and  the  glorious  fruit  of  his  fuf- 
ferings,  in  the  next  verfe.  He  was  taken  from  prifm 
and  from  judgment.  He  had  been  charged  by  his 
Divine  Father  with  all  the  debts  of  his  people ;  fm 
had  been  imputed  unto  him ;  the  curfe  of  a  broken 
law  had  been  executed  upon  him :  whereupon  he 
was   raifed  from  the  dead,  folemnly  acquitted,  dif- 
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chaf^^9  and  juftified;  and  the  fruit  of  it,  is  a  nu-i 
merous  harveft  of  fouls  to  be  converted  to  him, 
and  brought  nigh  to  God  by  his  blood.  Who  Jhall 
declare  bis  generation  f  his  numerous,  his  innumerable 
offspring  ?  For  he  was  cut  off  out  of  the  land  of  the  living: 
for  the  tranfgrejjion  of  my  people  was  he  firicken.  This 
laid  thei^  foundation  of  his  everlafling  triumphs  and 
admittance  into  heaven,  there  to  appear  in  the  prefence 
of  God  for  us,  upon  his  mediatorial  throne,  as  a  lamb 
newly  flain.  And  he  made  his  grave  with  the  wicked^ 
and  with  the  rich  in  his  deaths  becaufe^  or,  although, 
be  bad  done  no  fiolence^  neither  was  ar^  deceit  in  his 
mouthy '  Tet  it  pleafed  the  Lord  to  bruife  him^  he  hatk 
put  him  to  grief:  when  thou  fbalt  make  his  foul  an 
^ering  for  fm^  he  Jhall  fee  his  feed^  he  Jhall  prolot^ 
his  days  J  and  the  pleafure  of  the  Lord  Jhall  prof  per  in 
his  hand.  The  depths  of  boundlds  grace  contained 
in  thi&  text  none  can  conceive,  unlefs  the  Lord  the 
Spirit  is  gracioufly  pleafed  to  reveal  and  difcover 
them*  What  a  vaft  expreffion  is  this!  Notwith- 
ftanding  Chrift  was  th^  immaculate  Lamb,  holy,, 
harmlefs*,  and  undefiled,  yet,  he  (landing  in  the  fin« 
ner's  law-place^  room,  and  ftead,  and  bearing  the 
fins  of  his  pMsople  by  imputation  in  his  own  body,  it 
pleapd  the  Lord  to  bruife  him.  The  words  of  our  text 
divide  themfelviss  naturally  into  the  following  parti- 
culars :    .  * 

Firft,  the  great  and  grand  eaufe  of  Chrift 's  fufFer- 
ings  i*  here  traced  out,  and  it  is  afcribcd  to  Jeho- 
vahV  pleaiufe.  It  pleafed  the  Lord  to  bruife  him,  he 
bath  put  hiWk  to  grief 
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Secondly,  we  have  the  grcatneis  of  Chrift's  fuficf^ 
ings  exprefied  by  bruifing. 

Tliirdly,  the  reafon  of  Chrift*s  fufieiiogs^  as  he  wai 
an  oecring  and  a  lacrifice  for  fin.     And 

Fourthly,  here  is  the  blefled  fruit  and  eSed  of  it; 
he  JbaU  fee  bis  feed^  be  Jball  prdai^bis  iap^  ami  tbt 
fleafure  rf  the  Lord Jkall  prof  per  m  Ins  band.  Of  thefe 
in  their  order. 

And,  firft,  let  us  confider  the  grand  caufe  of  Chrift's 
death,  together  widi  all  its  bleflings  and  benefits,  which 
are  here  exprefsly  afcribed  to  the  Lord*  The  death 
of  Chrift,  as  it  was  the  moft  wonderful  event  which 
ever  took  place  on  this  univerfe,  fo  it  was  the  deepeft 
purpofe  which  ever  took  place  in  the  heart  of  GocL 
It  was  the  fruit  of  his  infinite  wifdom,  and  the  efiefi 
of  his  boundlefs  grace  and  love.  It  was  planned  and 
decreed  before  all  worlds,  declared  and  revealed  im* 
mediately  upon  the  fall ;  the  goodly  company  of  the 
prophets  foretold  it ;  the  (lately  train  of  facrifices  were 
all  typical  of  it :  and  the  forerunner  of  the  Meffiah,  as 
the  herald  of  the  Lord  of  hofts,  cried  out,  Behold^  the 
Lamb  of  God,  wbicb  tahetb  away  the  Jin  of  the  world  i 
and  the  apoftle  Paul  fays,  Chrift  once  in  the  end  of  ibe 
world  bath  appeared  to  put  away  Jin  by  the  faerie  / 
bimfelf  Now  this  wonderful  death,  decreed  by  God, 
and  defigned  by  him  to  accompliih  the  moft  wonder* 
ful  purpofes  of  his  grace,  was  the  fruit  and  efFed  of  bis 
everlafting  love :  God  is  Ufoe.  And  from  before  all 
worlds  he  loved  his  people,  and  manifefted  his  love 
towards  them,  by  choofing  them  in  Chrift,  and  by 
loving  them  in  him  with  a  love  of  complacency  and 
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delight ;  by  fetting  them  apart  to  partake  of  his  grace 
in  timcj  and  of  his  glory  in  eternity  -,  and  by  bleffing 
them  in  him  with  all  fpiritual  bleilings.  And,  upon 
the  forefight  of  the  fall,  a  counfel  of  peace  was  held 
between  the  Father  and  the  Son,  which  iifued  in  a 
covenant  of  grace,  in  which  Chrift,  the  coequal  and 
coetemal  Son  of  God,  undertook  the  caufe  of  his 
dear  people.  He  was  hereupon  fore-ordained  to  be 
the  Lamb  without  bUmiJb  and  without  fpoi^  who  was  to 
become  incarnate,  and  be  the  facrifice  for  the  fins  of 
his  people.  Says  Peter,  fpeaking  of  Chrift,  1  £pif« 
i.  20.  Who  verily  was  fore  ordained  before  the  founda^ 
Hon  of  the  world.  Which  words  have  reference  to 
God's  purpofe  concerning  Chrift,  who  was  called, 
appointed,  and  decreed,  by  an  eternal  purpofe  of 
grace,  to  become  incarnate,  and  to  be  flain  for  fin« 
And  here  it  muft  be  obferved,  that  God  fo  loved  the 
vmld^  (that  is,  the  eleft)  that  be  gave  his  only  begotten 
Son^  to  be  for  a  covenant  of  the  people ;  and  who 
was  by  his  incarnation,  life,  and  death,  to  manifeft 
his  love  unto  them,  and  to  wafti  them  from  their  fins 
in  bis  own  blood.  In  this  was  manifefied  the  love  of 
God  toward  us,  becaufe  that  God  fent  his  only  begotten 
Son  into  the  worlds  that  we  might  live  through  him. 
Herein  is  love^  not  that  we  loved  God^  but  that  he  loved 
us  J  and  fent  his  Son^  to  be  the  propitiation  for  our  fins.  God 
commendeth  bis  love  towards  us^  in  that  while  we  were  yet 
finners^  ChriJI  died  for  us :  fo  that  it  clearly  appears  from 
hence,  that  Chrift  is  the  gift  of  his  Father's  love  to  us, 
and  his  death  and  atonement  are  aftoniftiing  inftances 
of  it,  and  were  defigned  to  anfwer  the  following  pur- 
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pofes :  that  fin  fhould  be  takea  away ;  that  fatisfaEUon 
fhould  be  given  to  divine  juftice ;  that  the  holinels  of 
God  might  clearly  appear;  and  ttiat  the  love  of  God 
might  be  manifefted  in  its  utmoll  perfedion.     That 
Chrift's  facrifice,  fuffering%  and  death,.. were  defigned 
by  God  the  Father  to  anfwer  thefe  purpofes,  may 
appear  from  the  following  obfervations.    Look  into 
the  loth  chap,  of  the  Hebrews^  where  this  wonderful 
fubjed  is  treated  of,  and  you  will  find  it  to  be  the 
will  of  the  Father,  and  the  very  defign  of  the  Son 
in  coming  into  the   world, — to   effeft  this  mighty 
bufinefs,  the  taking  away  of  fin.     And  that  Chrift*s 
death  was  appointed  for  the  fatisfa8ion  of  divine  juf- 
tice, appears  from  thefe  words,  which  contain  the  grand 
article  of  die  covenant  between  the  Father  and  the  Son, 
JVben  ibou  JhaU  make  bis  foul  an  offering  for  fin  ;  which 
point  out  Chrift's  offering  to  be  expiatory  and  fatif- 
faftory  to  divine  juftice.     And  the  holinefs  of  God 
was   moft  glorioufly  difplayed   in  the  fufFerings  of 
Chrift,  inafmuch  as  Chrift,   as  man,   is   left  in  bis    ^ 
human  nature  to  feel  the  curfe  and  wrath  due  to  fin, 
and  which  he  acknowledges  to  be  the  effeft  of  God's 
holinefs.     O  my  God^  I  cry  in  the  day  time^  hit  tJm 
heareft  not ;  and  in  the  night  feqfon^  c^nd  am  not  filent. 
But  thou  art  holy.  Pfal.  xxii.  2,  3.     And  as  it  refpcfls 
the  love  of  God  manifefted  hereby,  our  Lord's  words 
declare  thev  truth  of  this,  Godfo  loved  the  world,  that  be 
gave  his  only  begotten  Son.     Arid  the  higheft  expreifion 
of  that  love  we  have  declared  in  our  text.  It  pleqfei 
the  Lord  to  bruife  bim.     God's  love  then  is  the  grand 
impulfive  caufe  of  Chrift's  fufferings  and  death.    Out 
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of  his  infinite  and  inexpreflible  grace  and  boundlefs 
love,  he  fixed  upon  his  coequal  Son,  and  engaged 
him  ^s  the  furety  of  his  people ;  who  undertook  this 
moft  wonderful  work,  to  put  away  fin  by  the  facrificc 
of  himfelf,  and  to  deliver  his  people  from  avenging 
juftice,  by  enduring  the  curfe  due  unto  th^m :  and 
this  was  highly  acceptable  and  wellpleafing  to  Jeho- 
vah, the  Father.  His  heart  was  fixed  upon  his  people; 
and  he,  by  an  eternal  purpofe,  decrees  their  falvatiori, 
and  lays  the  foundation  of  it  in  the  incarnation,  life,  and 
death  of  Jehovah,  the  Son,  who  exprcfled  his  high 
complacency  and  fatisfa£lion  in  his  undertaking  and 
performing  this  work,  faying,  £^,  I  come:  I  delist  totk 
thywill^  0  my  God.  And,  when  he  came  from  heaven 
by  the  affumption  of  our  nature,  and  bore  the  fins  of 
many,  //  pleafed  the  Lord  to  hruife'him.  The  words^ 
//  pleafed  the  Lord^  exprefs  the  infi^nite  pleafure  and 
delight  which  God  took  in  the  fufFerings  and  death. 
of  Chrift.  And  here  it  muft  be  obferved,  that  the 
death  of  Chrift,  confidered  merely  in  itfelf,  could 
not  be  pleafing  to  the  Lord,  but  was  fo  as  it  refpefted 
thofe  ends  and  defigns  which  were  to  be  accompKflied 
by  it,  namely,  the  declaration  of  his  holinefs  and  juf- 
tice, his  love  and  mercy,  his  grace  and  truth.  'For, 
by  the  death  of  Chrift;  fin  would  be  put  away  in  its 
guilt,  and  eternally  fubdued  in  its  power;  the  rights 
of  divine  juftice  maintained,  and  God's  holinefs  ftiine 
forth  in  its  utmoft  fplendour ;  and  the  love  of  God 
towards  his  people  a.ppear  in  its  uttermoft  greatnefs  and 
j)erfe£lion,  inafmuch  as  he  fpared  not  his  own  Son, 
but  delivered  him   up  freely  for  all  his  people,  to 
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fuftaip.  and  endure  the  pains  and  penalties  due  to 
fin,  that  he  might  for  ever  deliver  them  from  eternal 
^o.  Here  is  love  indeed,  which  will  be  the  wonder 
of  heaven  throughout  eternity,  God  fo  loving  the 
world,  as  to  give  his  only  begotten  Son  \  And  Chrift 
fo  loving  his  people,  as  to  give  himfelf  for  their  fins; 
yea,  to  bear  the  curfe  6jdt  unto  them  I  And  I  might 
well  call  upon  you,  believers,  to  admire  and  adore  the 
Father  and  the  Son  for  this  ineffable  love.  God  the 
Father  loves  his  people  at  fuch  a  rate,  that  rather 
than  part  with  them,  he  parts  with  his  eternally  well 
beloved  Son,  and  gives  him  up  for  a  feafon  to  endure 
all  his  wrath.  And  Chrift  fo  loves  his  redeemed, 
that  he  is  content  to  be  forlakea  by  God,  and  left 
for  a  feafon  under  the  weight  of  God's  tremendous 
curfe  denounced  by  the  law  againft  tranfgreflbrs,  ra- 
ther than  that  his  people  (hould  ever  feel  the  wrath 
and  curfe  due  to  fin.  And  that  it  fhould  pleafe  the 
Lord  to  bruife  our  divine  fubftitute,  and  put  his  foul 
to  grief,  fhews  how  much  Jehovah,  the  Father, 
delighted  in  the  falvation  of  his  people,  and  how  infi- 
nitely he  was  pleafed  with  the  fufFerings  and  death  of 
his  dear  and  well  beloved  Son  in  their  law-place, 
room,  and  ftead. 

I  come  now,  fecondly,  to  confider  the  greatnefs 
of  Chrift's  fuffcrings,  exprefled  here  by  bruifing;  // 
pleafed  the  Lord  to  bruife  him^  he  bath  put  him  to  grief 
This  is  exprefsly  'afcribed  unto  the  Lord  as  his  own 
fovereign  acl;  and  the  fufferings  of  Chrift  are  very 
emphatically  exprefled  here  by  the  wofd  bruifing. 
Chrift^  as  God-man^   ftqod  charged  by  his   Divine 
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J'ather  with  all  the  fins  of  his  peoplej  and  the  flames 
of  infinite  juftice  flafhed  forth  upon  this  divine  furetjr* 
His  foul  is  begirt  with  grief;  he  feels  the  curfe  due 
to^  fin  in  its  utmoft  extremity ;  and  all  the  ftorms  of 
God's  wrath  fall  upon  him:    he  was  made  a  curfe 

*  r 

for  us.  The  cup  of  divine  wrath,  mixed  by  his 
Divine  Father,  is  put  into  his  hands ;  and  though 
Chrift,  as  the  eternal  Son  of  God,  was  the  beloved 
of  his  Father,  and,  as  Mediator,  was  the  obje£l  of  his 
ineffable  delight  and  complacency ;  yet,  as  the  fin- 
bearing  Saviour,  and  as  made  fin  for  his  people,  he 
is  left  to  feel  in  his  body  and  foul  all  the  wrath  and 
maledidion  exprefled  in  the  threatening  of  a  broken 
law,  and  which  was  executed  upon  him.  Hence  he 
cries  out,,  when  he  has  the  cup  put  into  \\\i  hands.  My 
foul  is  exceeding  forrowful^  even  unto  death.  Father^  if 
it  be  pojfible^  let  this  cup  pafs  from  me.  My  God,  my 
God^  why  haft  thou  forfaken  me^  Thofe  fufferings  felt 
and  endured  by  Chrift  in  his  foul  for  fin,  when  he 
uttered  thefe  words,  came  imniediately  from  his  Divine 
Father,  when  Chrift  flood  up  between  our  fins  and 
God's  wrath,  and  endured  the  fierce  indignation  of 
the  Lord;  it  was  this  which  caufed  him  to  be  in 
an  agony  in  the  garden,  fo  that  bis  fweat  was^  as  ii 
were^  great  drops  of  hlood  falling  down  to  the,  ground^ 
*and  to  cry  out  upon  the  crofs.  My  God^  my  God^  why 
haft  thou  forfaken  me?  Awd  what  he  there  endured, 
was  the  curfe  of  God,  who  became  to  hini  as  a  cdri* 
fuming  fire.  The  fufferings  which  our  Lord  enduri^d 
in  the  high  prieft's  hall,  when  they  ftripped  him  of  his 
i-aiment,  bound  him  to  a  pillar^  fcourged,  mocked 


%j6        Goits  Pkafure  tn  the  Sacrifice  of  Cbr0.  * 

nim,  crowned  him  with  thorns,  ancf  nailed  him  to  the 
crofs,  were  (hort,  infinitely  ftiort,  of  what  he  fufFerediri 
the  garden  and  upon  the  crofs,  when  all  the  fins  of  his 
|)eople  were  laid,  upon  him,  when  the  furies  of  death  and 
fiell  affaulted  him,  afid  when  the  Godhead  withdrevr 
ills  fenfible  and  tranfporting  conniforts  fronfi  the  man- 
hood of  Chrift;,  then  he  was  left  to  feel  the  weight, 
and  endure  the  boundlefs  curfe  of  his  father's  wrath. 
And  he  did  bear  all  this  alone.  To  bear  the  wrath  of 
God,  and  not  to  fink  under  it,  is  3r-gTeater  work  than 
to  fubdue  all  the  devils  in  hell.  He  cpuld  iiave  done 
the  latter  by  the  word  of  his  power,  but  he  could  not 
fatisfy  the  juftice  of  his  Father,  but  by  his  own  per- 
fbnal  fufFcrin^s.  The  grappling  with  fin  and  Satan  was 
buteafy  in  refpeft  of  this,  the  bearing  of  the  wrath  of 
God  without  finking  under  it.  But  he  was  equal  toj 
and  capable  of  enduring^  all  this,  being  the  fellow  of 
the  Lord  of  hofts. 

I  come  in  the  third  place  to  confider  the  reafon  of 
Chrift's  fufferings ;  and  it  was,  becaufe  he  became  an. 
offering  and  a  facrifice  for  fin.  Chrift,  in  the  ever- 
lafting  covenant,  undertook  to  make  his  foul  an  offer- 
ing for  fin,  and' he  affumed  our  nature  with  this  intent 
and  defign.  He  affumed  our  nature  into  union  with 
his  divine  perfon ;  and  he  offered  the  facrifice  of  his 
finlefs  humanity  upon  the  altar  of  his  Deity  to  fatisfy 
his  Father's  juftice,  and  to  atone  for  the  fins  of  his 
people.  And  this  facrifice  was  truly  acceptable  and 
well  pleafing  unto  the  Lord.  Chrift  aljo  hath  loved  us^ 
aiid  hath  given  himfelffor  us^  an  offering  and  a  facrifice  to 
God  for  a  fweet  fmelling  favour.  Eph.  v.  2.    It  yielded  a 
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diyine  fragrance  and  odour  of  a  fweet  fijiell,  and  was 
cfFeftual  for  turning  away  the  Lord's  wrath  for  ever 
from  his  people  :  and  it  has  perfumed  all  heaven  with 
its  fragr*ancy.  It  renders  believers,  both  their  perfons 
and  ferviccs,  truly  acceptable  before  God.  And  as 
the  facrifices  under  the  law  were  put  in  the  room  and 
Jlead  of  the  offerer,  fo  Chrift  was  gracioufly  pleafed 
to  fubflitute  himfelf  in  the  room  and  (lead  of  his 
people.  As  alfo  the  Levitical  facrifices  were  charged 
with  fin,  (whence  fome  of  them  are  called  fin-offer- 
ings) fo  Chrift,  our  only  facrifice,  ftood  charged  by 
law  andjuftice  with  all  the  fins  of  his  people.  Ana, 
as  the  Lord  was  pleafed  to  teftify  his  approbation  of 
thefe  facrifices  when  obferved  in  faith,  and  looked 
upon  as  types  of  Chrift,  fo  a  divine  teftimony  was 
given  by  the  Lord  of  his  acceptance  of  Chrift's  facri- 
.  fice :  for  thefe  words,  //  pleafed  the  Lord  to  Iruife 
}>im^  contained  this  in  it,  as  a  part  of  the  principal 
meaning,  that  as  Chrift  was  the  facrifice  for  his  peo- 
ple, and  the  Father  had  in^puted  their  fins  unto  him, 
JTo  he  expreflfed  his  great  delight  and  fatisfaftion  in 
pruifing  him,  and  putting  his  jfoul  to  grief.  He  had 
hot,  as  one  expreffes  it,  kindled  the  fire,  had  he  not 
been  pleafed  with  the  offering.  It  was  upon  fome 
pcca'fipns  the  Lord's  good  pleafure  to  fend  fire  from 
heaveh  to  confunae  the  facrifice;  ^d  it  always  de- 
noted  his  acceptation  of  it,  and  his  delight  in  it.  So 
Jiis  bruifin^  Chrift  with  the  ^Weight  of  his  vindiQivc 
wra^h,  was  a  proof  of  his  acceptation  of  his  facrifice 
fqr  the  fins  of,his  people ;  and  it  is  one  of  the  higheft 
^pd  greate/l  expreffions  of  his  love  which  he  can  pbQi- 
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bly  give  his  people.  If  there  be  fuch  an  emphafi$ 
of  love  in  his  giving  Chrift,  and  fending  him  into  the 
woHd,  (God  fo  Imjed  the  world  I  And  \vhat  is  contained 
in  that,  Jo  laved^  can  nevpr  be  conceived,  it  being,  as 
Dr  Manton  exprefles  it,  "  A  fo,  without  a  fuch;**) 
there  is  a  much  greater  and  ftronger  emphafis  of 
love  in  the  Father's  bruifing  him.  It  pleafed  the  Lord 
to  bruife  him.  And  Chrift,  being  thus  bruifed,  brought 
hereby  more  glory  to  divine  juftice,  and  magnified  it 
more,  than  it  could  have  been  if  fin  had  never  entered 
into  the  world :  and  by  his  fufferings  divine  juftice 
has  been  perfe81y  fatisfied. 

This  brings  us  to  the  fourth  particular,  viti.  the 
» blefled  fruit  and  efFeft  of  phrift's  fufFering  and  death : 
He  Jhall  fee  his  feed,  be  fball  prolong  hi^  daysy  and  the 
pleafure  of  the   Lord  fball  profper  in  his  hand.     The 
great  and  grand  article  in ,  the  covenant  of  grace  bc- 
t\\een  God  and  the  Lamb  was,  that  he  (houjd  make  his 
foul  an  offering  for  fin.     And  upon  th^  performance  ' 
of  this,  the  Father  promifes  that  He  fball  fee  his  feei^ 
be  flail  prolong  bis  days^  and  the  pleafure  of  the  Lordjha^ 
profperin  his  hand.     He  fball  fee  of  the  travail  qfhisfoul^ 
and  fball  be  fatisfied.    He  was  to  have  a  numerous  muU 
titude  of  converts  as  a  recompence  for  his  foul  tra* 
vail,  furrows,  and  fufferings.    Jie  having  magnified 
the  law,  fatisfied  infinite  juftice,  expiated  and  purged 
fin,  bv  his  atonement  for  it,  and  borne  the  wrath  of 
God   without  finking  under  it,   is  to   fee  bis  feed| 
thofe  that  were  given  unto  him  by  the  Father,  and  for 
whom  he  had  (bed  his  moft  precious  blood,  brought 
nigh  to  God,  and  brought  to  know  the  Lord^  and 
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made  alive  unto  him,  by  the  efFeflual  application  of 
his  death  to  their  hearts,  through  the  divine*  energy 
of  tlie  eternal  fpirit ;  who  was  gracioufly  plcafed  to 
undertake  this  part  and  office  in  the  covenant  pf  grace, 
to  awaken,  regenerate,  and  bring  all  the  eleQ:  to  the 
faving  knowledge  of  Chrift,  and  of  the  Father's  love 
in  him.  He  was  to  reveal  Chrift  in  them,  and  to 
teftify  of  him,  and  glorify  him  in  their  underftandings. 
hearts,  and  confciences.  And  here  it  n)ay  be  proper 
to  obferve,  the  mutual  truft  and  confidence  fubfifting 
between  the  Father  and  the  Son  as  it  rcfpe8s  the 
falvation  of  the  eleft.  God  the  Father  intruded 
Chrid  with'  the  falvation  of  all  his  people;  and  he 
took  hi$  bare  word  paffed  in  eternity,  and  upon  the 
credit  of  his  furctifliip  engagements,  admitted  mil- 
lions  of  Old  Teftament  faints  into  heaven,  upon  the 
credit  of  the  future  obedience  and  facrifice  of  his  Son* 
God  the  Son  in  the  fulnefs  of  time  was  manifefted  in 
the  flefh  and  finifhed  the  work,  and  obtained  eternal 
redemption ;  and  he  now  trufts  his  Divine  Father  for 
his  fending  down  the  Holy  Ghoft  from  heaven  to 
bring  home  all  the  redeemed  into  a  ftate  of  open  fel- 
low (liip,  with  him  in  time,  and  to  a  ftate  of  glory 
with  him  within  the  vail.  And  fuch  i$  the  efficacy 
of  our  Lord's  facrifice,  that  it  extends  its  influences 
backwards  as  well  as  forwards.  The  fong  of  all  the 
redeemed  in  heaven  is,  Thou  waft  flain^  and  haft  re- 
deemed us  to  God  by  thy  blood.  Rev.  v.  g.  Chrift  fliall 
for  ever  and  ever  (with  everlafling  bleffings  on  his 
head)  wear  the  cro^n  of  falvation  with  unrivalled 
fame ;  and  he  ftiall  fee  the  purchafe  of  his  blood,  his 
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redeemed  people,  partakers  of  the  glorious  fruits  and 
efFefts  of  his  bitter  paffion.  They  fliall  aH  appear 
before  the  throne  to  praife  and  adore  the  Lamb  of 
God,  and  they  fliall  all  partake  of  pardon,  peace, 
and  endlefs  parity,  as  the  fruit  of  his  n)o{l  precious 
blood-fficdding>  And  here  it  may  not  be  amifs  to 
obfervc  what  the  Scriptures  fpeak  upon  t  ais  great  fub- 
jeS,  viz.  the  benefits  of  Chrift's  death.  Chrift  (as  the 
head  of  his  body  the  church)  is  faid  to  have  made  peace 
i^rough  the  hlood  of  his  crofs  s  to  have  wajhed  us  from  our 
Jjnr  in  his  own  blood ;  to  open  a  way  for  us  into  the  holiefi 
offilU  in  confequence  of  it.  His  bloqd  is  reprefented 
as  fin-cleanfing,  juftice-fatisfying,  confcience-pacifying 
blood.  It  is  by  it  that  Chrift  has  redeemed  his  peo- 
ple, and  bought  them  out  of  the  hands  of  law  and 
juftice.  And  it  lays  a  foundation  for  an  everlafting 
fpng  of  praife  in  heaven  to  the  worthy  Lamb.     His 

ft. 

blood  is  reconciling  blood  :  and  it  is  the  blood  cf  the 
'  everlajling  covenant^  by  which  it  is  fealed,  confirmed, 
and  will  for  ever  ftand  fure  to  all  Chrift's  feed. 
By  it  they  are  cleanfed  from  all  their  fins  before  the 
Lord ;  and  through  the  virtue  of  it,  are,  in  God's  own 
time,  quickened  by-the  Holy  Spirit,  and  made  ac- 
quainted with  Jefus,  who  is  unto  them  everlafting 
life.  He  Jhall  prolong  his  days.  Chrift  being  rifen 
from  the  dead,  and  made  a  prieft  after  the  order  of 
Melchifedec,  according  to  the  power  of  an  endlefs 
life,  fliall  enjoy,  as  the  great  high  Prieft  of  his  church, 
all  the  honours  and  glories  of  it  throughout  all  ages 
of  time ;  and  his  people  OiaH  reap  the  perpetual  bene- 
fit of  it ;  and,  upon  the  account  of  his  unchangeable 
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priejihood^  be  is   able  to  Jave  them  ts)  the    uttermojl^ 
that  come  unto  God  by  him^  feeing  he  ever  livetb  to  make 
intercejfton  for  them.     Chrift,  as  God-man,  Mediatoff 
and  Redeemer,  his   name  fball  endure  for  ever ;  and 
his  mediatorial  throne  as  the  days  of  heaven.     And  his 
feed  likewife  Jhall  endure  for  ever.     For  his  redeemecl 
are  as   fo   many  fparkling  diamonds   in  his  media- 
torial crown;  they  are  purchafed  by  him,  and  bought 
with  his  blood.     God's  promife  to  Chrift,  infallibly 
fecures  the  renewing  and  bringing  home  all  the  fpi- 
ritual  feed  of  Chrift;  and  his  gofpel  fhall  be  preached 
until  all  his  el  eft  are  called.      He  fhall  prolong  his 
days^   for   the    publifhing    and    difpenfation    of  his 
grace  until- all  the  ele£l  are  gathered  unto  him  by 
regenerating  grace,  and  called  by  him  unto  glory. 
And  then,  for  himfelf  and  all  his  redeemed,,  he  fliall 
prolong  his  days  to  the  endlefs  ages  of  a  boundlefs 
eternity  ;  and  the  Redeemer  and  redeemed  (hall  enjoy 
confummate  blifs  and  happinefs  together  in  the  hea- 
ven of  heavens  for  ever  and  ever.     It  is  likewife 
added.  And  the  pleafure  of  the  Lord  Jhall  profper  in  bis 
hand.     Bleflcd  words !  Salvation  is  of  the  Lord  alone. 
Salvation  work  is  the  pleafure  of  the  Lord;  it  fprings 
from  his  boundlefs  love,  and  is  accordingHo  the  good 
pleafure  of  his  will ;  and  he  has  put  the  falvation  of 
his  people  into  the   hands  of  Chrift.     In  falyation 
work,   Jehovah  has  difplayed  his  glory  in  a  raani- 
feftative  way  in  its  utmdft  perfeftion.     All  the  perfons 
and  perfeflions  of  the  Godhead  are  manifefted  and 
glorified  in,  and  by  it.     Of  all  God*s  works,  this  has 
the  moft  of  God  in  it;  and  the  higheft  glory  of  the 
Godhead  in  a  manifeftative  way  arifeth  from  it.     The 
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work  of  Jehovah  Jefus,  will  bring  a  revenue  of 
perpetual  praife  and  honour  to  Father,  Son,  and 
Holy  Ghoft,  throughout  eternity.  And  here,  be- 
lievers, furvey  your  bleffcdncfs.  God,  the  Father, 
out  of  inconceivable  love  towards  you,  has  given 
ChriR  to  be  your  falvation,  and  committed  you  and 
your  everlafting  concerns  into  the  hands  of  his  co- 
equal Souj  who  has  been  inccjrnate,  and  is  become 
your  falvation.  Your  eternal  ftate  of  happinefs  de- 
pends wholly  and  entirely  upon  what  Jcfua  has  done 
He  is  the  rock  of  falvation,  and  bis  work  is  ferftcl, 
God,  the  Holy  Ghoft,  teftifies  foncernipg  his  being 
the  author  of  eternal  falvation  in  the  word;  and  you, 
bv  believing  and  receiving  his  teftimony,  fet  to  yo;ir 
feal  that  God  is  true.  How  copifortable  to  refleft 
that  my  falvation  is  fecured  in  tllhrift ;  that  it  is  the 
good  pleafure  of  the  Lord,  what  he  inoft  heartily 
approves  of,  and  rejoices  in,  that  I  fhould  be  faved 
in  Chrift,  and  by  Chrift,  from  fin,  Satan,  death, 
and  hell;  that  my  falvation  muft  profper,  flourifh, 
and  be  accomplifhed,  it  being  in  his  hand :  and  that 
as  furely  as  Chrift  died  for  me,  I  fliall  reign  with  him 
in  his  kingdom  of  glory.  Bleffed  be  God,  Father, 
Son,  and  Holy  Ghoft,  for  this  unfpeakable  grace! 
And  here  I  end,  with  this  fingle  obfervation,  that 
God's  everlafting  love,  Chrift's  complete  falvation, 
and  the  facred  Spirit's  witnefs  in  the  word  and  in 
the  hearts  of  his  people,  hold  forth  everlafl:ing  con- 
folation  to  the  Lord's  children.  May  what  has  been 
delivered  according  to  God's  revealed  will,  be  accom- 
panied, with  his  divine  prefence  and  blefling.     Amen. 
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SERMON     XIV. 


The  Benefit  of  being  established  in 

Grace. 


Hebrews,  Chap.  ^ixi.  Ver.  9. 

Be  not  carried  about  with  divers  andjirange  doiJrines :  for 
it  is  a  good  thing  that  the  heart  be  ejiablijhed  with  grace. 

^11 7 HEN  a  Scripture,  taken  for  a  text,  Hands 
^  ^  furrounded  with,  or  in  any  meafure  depends 
on  the  context,  it  then  feems  abfolutely  neceffary  fo 
far  to  obferve  and  take  in  its  connexion,  as  may  ferve 
to  open  and  unfold  the  true  genuine  meaning  of  the 
text  itfelf.  With  this  view  and  defign  wc  will  briefly 
yiew  the  connexion  of  thepaflkge  before  us,  thatfo-we 
pay  be  led  to  the  right  opening  and  unfolding  of  it. 

The  infpired  writer  of  this  epiftle  had  been  engaged 
in  fetting  forth  mod  divinely,  the  tranfcendent  ma- 
jefty,  dignity,  excellency,  and  worth  of  the  perfon 
of  Chrift  Jefus,  God-man,  with  a  peculiar  defign  to 
Ihew  how  great  an  high  Prieft  he  is  who  is  fet  over 
the  houfe  of  God.  He  then  proceeds  to  exprefs  and 
declare  the  all-fufEcient  fitnefs,  fulnefs,  perfeftions, 
and  qualificatioi^s  of  Chrift^  a^  God-man,  Mediator, 
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for  the  difcharge  of  his  work  and  office.     He  further 
goes  on,  to  (hew  how  far  this  great  high  Pried,  Jefus 
the  Son  of  God,  exceeded  and  excelled  all  the  priefts 
under,  and  belonging  to  the  Levitical  economy  :  and 
then  he  treats  largely  of  the  everlafting  value  of  the 
facrifice  of  his  body  and  foul  in  union  with  his  divine 
perfon,  to  take  away  fin;  and  fhews,  that  pardon  of  fin, 
fahftification,  boldnefs,  and  accefs  with  confidence  into 
the  holieft,  arc  but  the  fruits  and  effecls  of  it.  ,  As  he 
draw?  to  a  clofe  of  this  molt  divine  epiftle,  he,  ao 
cording  to  the  ufual  method  of  the  apoftolic  writers, 
gives  fundry  inftruftions  and  exhortations   fuited  to 
thofe  to  whom  he  direfls  it.    It  may  npt  be  amifs  here 
to  obferve  that  duty  and  practice,  given  forth  by  the 
facred  writers,  are  founded  upon  the  doftrine  which 
was  delivered  by  them,  as  the  only  foundation  lo 
fupport  praftice ;  and  as  that  which  gave  life,  being, 
and  energy  thereto.     All  apoflolical  exhortations  arc, 
throughout  the  epiftles,  addrefTed  to  fuch  as  prpfeffc<) 
to  know  Chrift,  and  the  Father's  love  in  him  to  their 
own  fouls,  by  means  of  thofe  doftrinal  truths,  which 
by  the  miniflry  of  the  word  had  been  difpcnfed  ip 
them;  by  whicH  the  eternal  Spirit  had  enlightened 
their  ipinds,  wrought  faidi  in  their  hearts,  and  enabled 
them  to  make  a  confeflion  of  it  with  their  mouths. 
^Exhortations    to    gofpel    converfation,    duties,    and 
jprs^Ciice,  are  all   given    to    fuch   as  are  confidered 
believers  in  Chrift  Jefus,  one  in  him,  and  with  him, 
and  are  urged  by  motives  drawn  from  God's  ever^ 
lading  love  and  free  grace,  as  all-fn^icient  to  excit^ 
and  influence  to  the  obfervance  of  them.     Alfo  thcv 
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are  given  after  the  dbflrinal  part  of  the  epiftles  is 
clofed,  to  (hew  that  obedience  is  but  the  fruit  ot 
faith,  not  the  caufe  of  it;  that  obedience  follows 
upon  receiving  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jefus,  not  going 
before  to  prepare  'the  mind  for  the  reception  of 
it.  It  is  in  proportion  to  the  growth  and  ftrengtli 
of  faith,  that  the  fruits  of  it  abound.  Faith  receive? 
neither  fupport  nor  nourifhnnent  from  its  fruits,  but 
fhuft  be,  and  is  wholly  fupported  by  evihgelfcal  doc- 
trine ;  to  the  ^nd  it  may  be  in  vigour  to  put  forth  its 
•proper  fruits,  and  produce  its  proper  effefts.  If  this  • 
was  but  attended  to,  both  by  preachers  and  bearers^ 
It  would  then  clearly  appear,  that  all  our  faith  in  fcod 
is  fupported  by  what  we  know  of  Chrift  from  the 
word,  and  by  the  Spirit ;  and  that  our  fpiritual  walk: 
and  praftice  in  every  part  and  brancli  thereof,  are 
influenced  by  bringing  the  truths  of  the  everlaftinig 
gofpel  into  conftant  ufe  and  e?:perience  ;  for  it  is  only 
as  our  hearts  are  influenced  by  them,  that  our  walk 
can  be  holy,  fpiritual,  and  evangelical. 

In  the  ^chapter  which  is  now  before  us,  the  apoftld 
exhorts  to  the  continuance  and  exercife  of  brotherly- 
love,  to  fliew  hofpitality  to  ftrangers,  arid  fympathy 
to  affliSed  and  imprifoned  faints :  to  live  chafte  and 
worthy  of  the  marriage  flate,  which  is  an  honourable 
one :  to  be  contented  in  our  Rations,  and  With  our 
circumllances,  refl:ing  on  the  Lord's  promife,  by 
which  we  are  affured  he  will  not  leave  nor  forfake  us  .• 
to  fliew  refpeO:  and  honour  to  our  fpiritual  paflors 
aiid  guides,  confidering  how  they  bear  a  teftimbny  to 
Chrift  both  in  their  lives  and  deaths,  who'  after  they 
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have  perfevered  in  the  faith  to  the  end,  frequently 
die  happy  and  triumphing  m  the  Lord,  with  evident 
proofs  of  his  grace  and  favour.  And,  feeing  Chrift's 
grace  and  favour  are  always  one  and  the  fanie^  he  being 
Jefus  Cbriji  the  fame  yejlerday^  and  to  day^  and  for  ever; 
his  grace  and  power  are  fufficient,  and  fhall  produce 
the  fame  effeQs  in  fuch  as  believe,  as  were  manifeft 
in  thefe  witnefs  bearers,  as  far  as  will  promote  the 
Lord's  gtory,  and  his  people's  good.  The  apoftle 
further  exhorts  them,  Be  not  carried  about  wilb  divers 
and  firange  doctrines^  which  he  fpeaks  by  way  of  dif-. 
fuading  them  frotti  rc?turning  back  to  Judaifm,  and 
the  obfervance  of  the  ceremonial  law;  for^  fays  he,  // 
is  a  good  thing  that  the  heart  be  ejlahlijhed  zvitb  graciy 
not  with  meats  i  alluding  to  fome  among  them  who,  it 
may  be,  made  holinefs  to  confift  in  abftaining  from 
fuch  food  as  was  prohibited  by  the  Mofaic  law  ;  which 
being  now  abrogated  by  the  death  of  Chrift,  could  not 
profit  fuch  as  were  occupied  In  obferving  abftinencc 
from  the  meats  forbidden  thereby.  To  daft  further 
light  upon  the  fubjeft,  it  may  be  remarked,  that  this 
cpiftle  was  written  and  fent  to  the  believing  Hebrews^ 
juft  before  the  dellruflion  of  Jerufalem,  and  the  burn- 
ing of  the  temple  by  the  Romans.  And,  as  times  of 
difltrets  arid  perfecution  ferve  to  try  profeflbrs  of  the 
gofpel ;  fo,  as  the  wrath  of  the  almighty  was  about  to 
.fall  on  the  Jewifli  unbelieving  nation  andi  people  to 
the  uttermdft,  many  commotions  were  among  the 
inhabitants  of  Jerufalem,  and  many  who  had  frc* 
quented  the  Chriftian  aflemblies,  profelTed  faith  in 
Chriff^  and  belonged  to  his  church  there,  began  lo^ 
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withdraw  from  it;  to  abftain  from  church  meetings, 
negletl  the  public  ordinances,  to.bfe  cold  and  fhy  of 
their  profeffion  of  the  gofpel,  and  wer£  in  danger  to  be 
_  drawn  from  it,  by  means  of  the  cererrionial  obferv- 
ances  of  the  apoftate  Jews,  kept  up  by  them  in  open 
defiance  of  Chrift's  finiflied  facrifice.  To  put  an  end 
to  this,  the  Lord  permits  the  temple  to  be  burnt, 
and  the  city  rafed  to  its  foundation.  On  thefe  ac- 
counts it  is  that  fo  many  awful  things  are  uttered  in 
this  epiftle  concerning  apoftates,  the  like  to  which  are 
not  found  in  other  epiflles,  and  which  are  here  deli- 
vered to  fuch  as  flood  in  danger  of,  and  to  prevent 
them  from  apoftacy.  If  it  be  queried,  can  believer* 
fall  froni  Chrift,  and  totally  perifh  ?  which  may  be 
aflved,  feeing  the  expreffions  ufed  of  apoftates  in  this 
epiftle  are  very  high  and  ftrong  indeed,  the  anfwef 
is  pofitive :  true  believers  in  Chrift  cannot.  But  the 
vifible  church  of  Chrift  is  made  up  of  fervants,  as 
well  as  fons,  and  the  Jervant  abideih  not  in  the  houfe 
for  ever.  All  the  vifible  church  of  Chrift  are  not 
the  eleil  of  God,  holy  and  beloved.  Such  as  are  but 
bare  profeflbrs,  are  in  danger  of  falling,  let  their 
gifts  and  attainments  be  ever  fo  high,  confpicuoUs, 
and  glorious.  And  their  fall  often  difhpnours  Chrift, 
hurts  his  true  people,  is  attended  with  great  guilt  and 
injury  to  their  own  fouls,  and  fliould,  if  poffible,  be 
prevented  by  the  feafonable  admonitions  of  the  gof- 
pel. Be  not^  fays  Paul,  carried  about  with  diljcrs  and 
Jirange  doEiriries.  The  truth  of  God  is  one  Unifortpi 
fyftem  and  chain  of  doftrine,  which  begifis  in  God, 
and  ends  in  him ;  but  errors  about^  artd  concerning  it, 
are  divers,  ftrange,  and  various/  and  have  frequently 
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fuch  a  glofs  fet  on  them,  as  to  be  beguiling  and  be- 
witching to  unftable  fouls ;  to  preferve  from  which 
nothing  is  more  efFeQual  than  to  have  the  heart  efta- 
bliQied  with  grace.  Here  are  three  things  in  the  text 
which  I  propofe  to  fet  before  you. 

Firft,  I  will  briefly  inquire  and  declare  what  we 
are  to  underftand  by  the  word  grace^  in  this  Scrip- 
ture. 

Secondly,  Ihew  that  there  is  a  neceffity  that  the 
heart  be  efiablijhed  with  grace. 

Thirdly,  That  ^it  is  a  good  thing  that  the  heart  Ic 
efiaUtjbed  with  it :  and  the  bleffings  which  are  the 
fruits  and  efFeSs  of  it  fhall  be  ftated  to  you. 

As  to  our  firft  particular,  what  we  are  to  under- 
ftand by  the  word  grace  in  the  Scripture  before  usj 
and  which  is  the  prefent  queftion :  the  word  grace^ 
as  made  ufe  of  by  the  infpired  writers  of  the  New 
Teftament,  is  vaftly  comprehenfive,  and  has  various 
meanings.  In  its  grand,  original,  and  primitive  fig- 
nification,  as  ufed  by  them,  it  is  taken  for,  and  is 
expreflive  of  the  free,  eternal,  everlafting  favour  and 
love  of  God,  which  is  the  ocean>  fountain,  fpring 
and  fource,  of  all  the  bleflings,  benefits,  gifts,  and 
graces  we  receive  from  him.  From  this  infinite 
fountain,  the  free  favour  and  lovp  of  God,  which 
arofe  within  himfelf,  from  his  own  heart,,  and  which  was 
the  good  pleafure  of  his  immutable  will,  flow  and  pro- 
ceed all  the  a6ls  of  his  grace  towards,  in,  and  upon  us. 
See  2  Tim.  i.  9.  Who  hathfavcd  us^  and  called  us  with 
an  holy  callings  not  according  to  our  works^  hut  accordit^  to 
bis  own  purpofe  and  grace ^  which  was  given  us  in  Cbrift 
Jejus^  before  the  world  began.     Our  eternal,  perfonal. 
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Unconditional  eIe3ion  in  Chrift ;  our  union  with  Him, 
intefeft  in  him,  relation  to  him,  and  acceptation  in  him, 
togethier  with  our  being  bleffed  in  him  with  all  fpiritual 
bleflings^  are  all  afcribed  to  the  praife  of  the  glory  of 
God's  grace  in  Eph.  i.  6.  The  covenant,  which  ob- 
tained among  the  perfons  in  the  Godhead,  upon  the 
foreviews  of  the  fall,  in  which  the  coeternal  Three  fuf- 
tained  diftinB  offices,  and  engaged  to  exercife  everlaft- 
ing  love  and  mercy  to  the  eleiEl  in  their  fallen  ftate,  was 
all  of  grace;  and  we  commonly  ftyle  this  covenant  of 
the  trinity  on  our  behalf^  the  covenant  of  grace.  God 
fo  loving  the  eleft,  confidered  in  their  fallen  date,  ks  to 
give  his  only  begotten  Son,  and  to  fend  him  to  obey 
and  die  for  them,  is  attributed  to  grace.  See  John 
iii.  16.  God's  imputing  the  fins  of  the  eleft  to  Chrift^ 
and  bis  righteoufnefs  unto  them ;  his  a6ls  of  juftifica* 
tion  and  pardon,  pronouncing  them,  upon  the  footing 
of  Chrift's  righteoufnefs  placed  to  their  account,  per- 
feftly  righteous,  and  declaring  them  juftified  from  all 
things ;  his  blotting  out  all  their  trefpafles,  and  freely 
forgiving  all  their  iniquities,  are  the  fruits  of  free  grace. 
Sec  Rom.  iii.  24. — Eph.  i.  7.  We  read  in  Rom.  v.  15. 
of  the  grace  of  God^  and  the  gift  by  grace  t  which  mud 
mean  the  favour  of  God  in  his  own  heart  towards 
lis,  in  diftindion  from  all  gifts  given  by  God  unto  us; 
yea,  from  Chrift  himfelf,  that  unfpeakable  gift ;  and 
by  the  gift  by  grace^  muft  be  meant  Chrift's  righte- 
oufnefs, which,  in  relation  to  us,  and  as  flowing  from 
that  original  grace  in  God,  is  called  /fe  gift  by  grace^ 
or  the  gift  of  grace.  The  influences,  operations, 
4irorking.and  breathings  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  in  regene- 

U 


^go        Tir  Benefit  of  being  efiahlijhed  in  GrdCi. 

ration,  quickening,  enlightening,  revealing,  and  ap* 
plying  Chrift,  and  putting  us  into  an  adual  enjoy- 
ment of  Chrift  and  his  falvation,  are  the  effeBs  of  the 
covenant  of  grace ;  therefore  it  is  all  of  grace.  But 
to  clofe,  as  briefly  as  poffible,  a  fubjeft  fo  vaft,  that 
if  taken  in  to  its  full  latitude,  with  the  glorioui 
epithets  given  it,  Rich  2a  free  grace^  riches  of  grace, 
exceeding  riches  of  grace^  &c.  might  well  fuffice  of 
itfelf  for  a  difcourfe,  I  only  add  that  gofpel  gifts 
for  preaching,  2  Cor.  vi.  1.  graces  wrought  in  us  by 
the  Holy  Ghoft,  2  Cor.  xii.  12.  bear  the  title  of  grace 
in  the  facred  pages,  as  might  at  large  be  proved,  kt 
A£is  XX.  24.  Hence  Paul  fpeaks  of  fome  having  fallca 
from  grace,  fee  Gal.  v.  4.  by  which  he  means  the 
truths  and  doQrines  of  it.  But  to  come  home  to  the 
queftion  before  us,  what  are  we  to  underftand  by  the 
word  grace  in  the  text  ?  I  conceive  that  by  the  word 
grace  in  this  paffage,  the  doQrine  of  God's  free  grace 
without  us,  in  his  own  heart  towards  us,  together 
with  the  bleffed  operations  of  the  Holy  Spirit  within 
us,  are  intended  by  the  grace  here  fpoken  of,  and  this, 
I  think,  bids  fair  to  be  the  true  meaning  of  the  apoftle. 
To  which,  by  way  of  illuftration  and  confirmation,  I 
-add,  that  the  doftrine  of  God's  grace  revealed  in  the 
gofpel,  is  eminently  ftyled  ihe  grace  of  God  that  tring- 
eth  falvation^  fee.  Titus  ii.  11.  And  this  falvation, 
thus  revealed,  when  it  is  brought  home  to  the  heart 
by  the  Holy  Ghoft,  produces  its  bleffed  fruits  and 
confequences  in  the  perfon  to  whom  it  becoiDes  the 
power  of  God.  I  (hall  therefore  confider  the  word 
grace  in  my  text,  as  containing  in  it  both  the  dodrine 
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jpf  grace,  and  inherent  grace,  and,  as  here  ufed,  to  be 
truly  applicable  to  both.  Firft,  then,  as  it  refpefls 
the  do6trin^  of  grace,  which  is  ftyled  wbolefome  words^ 
fbe  words  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chriji^  and  the  daSirine  which 
is  according  to  godlinefs^  i  Tim*  vi.  3.  .Thefe  truths 
contain  that  facred  fyftem  of  divinity,  which  includes 
all  the  fundamentals  of  the  everlafting  gofpel  of  the 
blefled  God ;  that  myftery  of  his  mind  and  will  which 
reveals  and  fets  forth  to  us  the  whole  counfel  and  co« 
venant  of  the  eternal  Three,  the  record  of  God  con- 
cerning his  Son,  by  wKich  he  declareth  that  be  that 
helievetb  bath  everlafting  life.  As  the  wholq  of  the 
gofpel,  in  all  its  myfteries,  in  its  high  and  grand  ori- 
ginal,  with  the  great  falvation  contained  in  it,  and  the 
bleflings,  graces,  confolations,  privileges,  promifes,  and 
encouragements  of  it,  were  fully,  freely,*  clearly,  and 
impartially  preached  by  the  apoftles ;  fo  it  was  attended 
with  the  Holy  Ghoft  fent  down  from  heaven t  to  the 
minds  and  hearts  of  many  who  heard  it ;  by  which 
means  they  were  made  partakers  of  the  divine  nat^re^ 
renewed  in  their  minds, -and  quickened  with  fpiritual 
life  in  their  fouls,  and  brought  to  a  faving  knowledge 
of  the  Lord,  and  to  a  true  and  aBual  clofure  with 
him,  by  means  of  the  word  of  truth.  The  doBrines 
of  grace,  as  taught  by  the  apoftles,  and  as  clothed 
with  the  energy  of  the  Spirit,  who  accompanied  them 
with  his  power  and  demonftration  to  the  mind,  were 
the  means  of  a :  fpiritual  birth,  of  producing  a  6ew 
creation  in  the  foul,  turning  it  from  darknefs  unto 
lights  and  from  the  power  of  darknefs  unto  the 
kingdom  of  Gad*4  dear  Son.    Thefe,  attended  by 
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the  it>fluence  of  the    Holy   Ghaft,  produced  £i^itli 
and  the  whote  afiembly  of  chridian  graces,  and  weie 
mighty  to  the  pulling  down  the  firojig  holds  of  fin,' 
to  the  lifting  of  the  heart  from  all  falie  dependence, 
and  fixing  it   upon  the  imnuitable  rock   of  God'£ 
eternal  decrees  and  purpofes ;  yieldiag  to  the  toIdcI 
divine  Rapport }  to  the  confcience,  perfeft  peace ;  to 
ch^    heart,   everlafting   confolation  and   good  hope 
thft>ugh  grace  ^  and  drawing  the  afie&ions,  and  fixing 
them  upon  Chrift,  as  the  fupreme  objeO:  for  iovc 
and  delight.     Thus,  firs,  in  thofe  days,  wer^  finoeri 
wrought  ^^poni   drawn  to,  and   fixed   upon   Chrift. 
Their  ^mderftandings  were  enlightened  to  know  from 
the  gofpel,  that  it  was  God*s  will  to  iave  them  by 
jefus  Cbrift.  Their  wills  were  fanftified  l>y  the  belief 
of  this  important  truth,  that  Chrijl  Je/us  came  inio  the 
ko&rld  to  Jave  fmti^s.     Their  hearts  w^re  filled  with 
thfe  love  of  Chrift^  and  they  walked  in  union  and 
toiiimupioft  wlWv  him,  adorning  his  gofpel  by  their 
liv^s  and   converfations  *    fhewing  forth    the   praifes 
of  him  who  bad  called  them  to  glory  and    virtue; 
going  on  looking  to  him  as  their  captaia,  leader,  and 
guide  i  leaving  their  fouls  aftd  bodies,  their  temporal, 
fpiritual,  and  eternal  concerns  with  him  ;   and  thus 
they  lived  Cbrift>  lived  on  him  as  their  food,  and 
to  him  as  their  end ;  finding  no  higher  defire  in  their 
fouls  than  this,  that  Chrift  might  be  in  them  fpiritualljr 
ahd  experirfientally,  their  all' jn  aU  upon  earth,  and 
their  all  in  all  in  heaven  throughout  eternity.     Sirs,  it 
n  of  Vafl  importance  to  hold  forth  a  clear  profefficm  of 
ihe  doftriide  of  ^^^  add  to  be  able  to  declare  a  true 
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work  of  grace  wrought  in  our  hearts  by  the  Spirit  of' 
God,  agreeably  to  the  truth  of  the  dodrine  We  pro- 
fefs;  and  this  work  of  grace,  which  we  fonnetime^ 
ftyle  inherent  grace,  becaufe  wrought  in  our  fouls  by 
the  inward  operation  of  the  Spirit  of  God,  is, -I  con** 
ccive,  to  be  alfo  confide  red  by  us  as  contained  in 
the  word,  grace,^b&forc  us ;  and  it  may  well  bear  this 
nafme,  it  being  grace  indeed.  For  the  quickening 
our  fouls  with  fpiritual  life,  making  us  new  cteaturesr 
in  Chri(i,  and  bringing  us  into  open  fellowfbifr  witb 
God  and  his  Son  Jefus  Chrift,  are  indeed  a6ls  of 
grace ;  for  hereby  are  we  made  meet  to  be  partakers 
of'  the  inheritance  of  the  faints  in  light.  And  this 
grace  is  mod  truly  marvellous  and  divine;  God's 
eternal  purpofe  of  ^race  in  his  own  heart  and  withiil 
himfelf,  towards  us,  now  adually  begitming  to  take 
cfFeB  within  us ;  and  he  communicates  to  us  from  our 
head  Ghrift,  eternal  life.  This  is  conveyed  into  owt 
fouls  by  the  myfterious  agency  of  the  Holy  Ghoft; 
who  confecrates  us  as  his  temples  for  fellowihip  with 
the  Father  and  the  Son ;  which  divine  communion  is 
carried  on  by  the  indwelling  of  the  Spirit  in  us,  who 
fo  reveals  the  grace  of  Jefus,  tak^s  of  his  falvatiotii 
and  (hews  it  unto  us,  (bedding  abroad  in  our  hearts 
the  love  of  the  Father,  that  we  fee,  tafte,  and  feel, 
that  God  is  Icw^  that  Chrift  is  precious  unto  us ;  and 
have  each  of  our  fpiritual  fenfes  and  faculties  fatis-^ 
fied  with  the  loving-kindnefs  of  the  Lord  ;  according 
to  his  promife.  My  people  Jhall  be  fatisfied  with  my 
goodne/s^  faith  the  Lord^  Jen  xxxi.  14.  Before  I  clofe 
ibis  ht^idf  wiihing  to  deliver  myfelf  with  e;(adncfs  and 
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precifion,  I  would  exprefs  my  fentiments  of  what  I 
ftyle  inherent  grace,  thus :  that  it  confifts,  in  a  fpiri- 
tual  perception,  inward  apprehenftons,  difpofitions, 
and  afFe£lions  created  by  the  Holy  Ghoft  in  the  fouls 
of  thofe  who  are  born  of  God ;  that  fuch  arc  fitted 
for  God,  and  the  things  of  God ;  to  take  holy  delight 
in  him ;  to  have  holy  breathings  after  him ;  to  hunger 
and  third  after  righteoufnefs ;  to  long  for  Chrift's 
prefence ;  to  have  a  fpiritual  appetite  to  feed  upon  him 
as  the  bread  of  everlafting  life.     This  brings  me. 

Secondly,  to  (hew  that  there  is  a  neceflity  for  the 

heart  to  be  eftablifhed  with  grace.     This  is  a  truth 

which  every  one    who  is  born  of  the   Spirit,   muft 

more  or  lefs  know  and  feel.     Where  the  Spirit  of 

God  dwells,  there  fin  is  known  in  its  guilt,  felt  in  its 

power,  and  the  emptinefs   of  all   the  faculties,  by 

means  of  the  fall,  is  experienced.     When  the  Holy 

Spirit  hath  revealed  the  fuperexcellencies  of  Chrift, 

his  all  fufficiency  as  a  Saviour,  and  his  fuitablenefs  ai 

fuch,  this  begets  fome  longings  after  him,  thirflings 

for  him,  defires  to  be  found  in  him,  and  high  prizings 

of  his  blood  and  righteoufnefs.    Many  there  are,  who 

have  not  yet  x:lofed  in  with  Chrift,  cannot  fay  he  loved 

them  and  wafhed  them  from  their  fms  in  his.own  bloodt 

,  know  not  that  their  fins  are  pardoned,  and  that  their 

names  are  in  heaven,  who  yet  are  among  the  number 

of  God's  beloved,  called  and  regenerated  ones.    The 

Holy  Spirit  hath  thus  far  wrought  within  them,  that 

they  feel  themfelves  to  be  in  themfelves,  finful,  mi- 

ferable,  loft  finners,  juftly  deferving  of  God's  wrath 

and  curfe  in  time  and  eternity  ^  they  are  empued  ^ 
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a!l  creature  dependence  and  felf-fufficiency :  their 
hearts  are  broken  and '  humbled  with  a  true  and 
thorough  fight,  fcnfe,  feeling,  and  experience  of  fin : 
they  have  heard  of  Chrift,  and  of  his  infinite  pity, 
tendernefs  and  compaffion,  love  and  mercy,  to  finners 
like  themfelves :  the  Lord  the  Spirit  has  brought 
them  on  fo  far,  as  to  attend  the  preaching  of  the  ever- 
lafting  gofpel ;  and  though  they  may  be  as  bruifed 
reeds  and  fmoking  flax,  incapable  of  exprefling  their 
wants,  of  uttering-  themfelves  on  fpiritual  matters  to 
others,  fo  as  to  be  underftood,  yet  they  find,  in  the 
preaching  of  Chrift  crucified,  that  which  fuits  them* 
Often  the  Holy  Ghoft  is  pleafed  to  work  by  means 
of  the  word  upon  them^'  fo  that  they  long  for  Chrift's 
prefence,  to  know  bim^  and  he  found  in  him.  His 
lufFerings,  blood-fhedding,  (acrifice,  and  death,  yield 
them  balfamic  virtue,  healing  their  wounds,  and  re- 
viving their  broken  and  contrite  fpirits :  and  they  find 
tiiafwhen  thefe  fubje6ls  make  a  principal  part  of  thi^ 
ininiftry  of  the  word,  they  fweetly  encourage  their 
faith  and  hope  in  him;  fo  that  they  prize  and  value 
his  blood  as  efficacious  to  cleanfe  them  from  all  their 
fpots  and  flains.  And  though  they  cannot  yet  fay  of 
Chrift  for  tliemfelves,  he  Icnjedme^  and  gave  him/elf  for 
mej  yet  they  truft  in  him^  wait  on  him  in  his  ordi- 
dances,  longing  for  him  to  arife  upon  them  as  the 
Jim  of  right eoufnefs  with  healing  in  his  wings.  Such, 
though  they  may  be  called  feekers  only  and  inquirers 
after  Chrift,  yet  they  are  bleffed,  the  Holy  Ghoft 
having  faid,  Bleffed  are  all  they  that  wait  for  him.  Let 
Ihe  heart  (f  them  rejoife  that  feek  the  Ifird*    Uppn  fucb 
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perfonsi  in  the  Lord*s  good  time,  hp  caufes  his  light 
of  grace  to  break  forth  more  clearly,  (hintng  withiq 
and  upon  then),  caufing  tl)e  fp^ritual  faculties  to  e;(r 
pand  and  open,  and  to  be  exercifed  more  particularly 
upon  the  truths,  doflrines,  and  myfterics  of  grace; 
and  thus  their  fpiritual  fenfes  are  brought  to  t^fte  the 
fweetnefs  of  divine  truth,  to  have  an  iqward  relifli  of 
it,  to  find  divine  fweetnefs  and  nourifhment  from 
it,  to  perceive  its  fpiritual  glory  and  es^cellency  \  an4 
in  receiving  and  digefting.it,  they  are  brought  to  fimj 
the  doQrine  of  God*s  free  grace  to  be  \^hoiefome^ 
or,  as  Mr.  Toplady  fays,  *^  Salutary,  health-giving 
^  do0:rine;  tiot  only  right  and  found  in  ufelf,  but 
^^  conducing  to  |he  fpiritual  ftrength  and  iKulth  of  thofe 
^*  who  receive  it."    By  thismefins  they  are  nouriflied 
up  unto  eternal  life*     It  is  thus  the  Lord  carries  01^ 
hi$  work  in  the  fouls  of  his  people.     When  he  ii 
pleafed  firft  to  work  upon  their  fouls,^  by  his  rcgene-' 
rating  grace,  the  open  difcovery  of  it  breaks  forth 
in   fpiritual  affections  to   God,    and  the   things    of 
Gqd.     All  feerns  to  be  life  and  vigour,  and  muchii 
done,  many  difficulties  are  overeome,  and  (in  fs  but 
little  felt  in  the  foul.  As  the  Lord  increafes  his  people 
with  the  increafe  of  God,  they  find  great  changes  and 
alterations  in  their  frames,  feelings,  and  experiences. 
Sometimes  a  danip  or  death  is  permitted  to  be  brought 
upon  their  comforts,  experiences,  frames,  and  affec- 
tions, to  the  intetit  they  may  learq  and  know  that  the 
grace  of  God  is  to  difcover  itfelf,*  and.be  fupremely 
operative  in  their  underftandings  and  wills  :.  that  they, 
having  the  greateft  truth  eyer  revealed  and  veered  by 
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|lie  Lord  hirarelf  to  fatisfy,  engage,  and  excrcife  thcii^' 
mindsy  and  the  ehiefe{l>  fupreixicft>  and  moil  compre^ 
benfivp  good  in  eartK  or  heaven  to  fatisfyy  and  influH 
ence  their  wills,  and  give  them  perfed;  content,  the' 
efficacy  thereof  in  the  underftanding  and  will^  is  ta 
command  all  the  Acuities  of  the  foul,  and  thereby! 
Chrift-and  God  in  him  are  to  become  their  fupreme 
■joy  and  delight^  Thus,  upon  a  clcater  knowledge^ 
pf  Chrift,  all  pail  experience  is  done  away,  fo  as  to  be 
4iiefteemed,  and  not  trufted  in,  way  being  now  made 
for  th^ir  living  (imply  by  faith  on  him,  by  means  o$ 
(hofe  bright  views  they  now  have  of  Cbrift  as  their 
jBaviQur  and  complete  falvation.  Hence  may  appear^ 
^e  neceflity  of  having  the  heart  eftablifhed  in  grace^ 
taking  it  in  that  two-fold  fenfe  which  has  already  beeiK 
given  of  it. .  To  fpeak  firft  of  being  eftabliihed  with! 
inherent  grace,  which  is  a'fubjeft,  when  rightly  cx^ 
prelTed  and  explained,  ufeful  and  profitable  to  the 
children  of  God,  they  being  the  fubjeSs  of  it,  and  it 
being  a  fubje£t  of  fpiritual  fenfe,  which,  when  clearly^ 
ilated  and  fet  before  them  in  the  miniftry  of  the  word^ 
yields  them  fpiritual  comfort,  profit,  and  encourages 
|Dent«  On  this  account  it  is  that  God's  people  iqr 
general  are  fo  fond  of  what  they  ftyle.e?cperimental' 
preaching;  and  that,  becaufe  when  the  true  work  of 
the  Holy  Ghofl  in  his  office  and  indwelling  in  the 
fouls  of  the  regenerate,  how  he  a^s  within,  and  main« 
tains  and  carries  on  his  work  in  their  bes^rts,  in  revealr 
|ng  Chrift  in  the^,and  bringing  them  to  believe  on  himi 
putting  them  thereby  into  the  d6tu.al  poffeffion  of  himt 
(lis  If^lva^ioliy  graces,  aii4  bleiPb|S|  is  vmdp  knowii^ 
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and  underftood  by  them  to  be  purely  his  work,  they 
finding  and  feeling  themfelves  to  be  the  fubjeEU  of 
Ais  work,  can  fet  to  their  feals  that  God  is  true,  that 
be  hath  thus  far  wrought  in  them,  and  upon  them,  to 
the  glory  and  praife  of  his  grace.  Nor  is  there  any 
legality  in  this ;  the  work  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  in  the 
whole  of  his  economy,  flowing  as  freely  from  the 
covenant  of  grace,  as  the  work  of  Chrift ;  yea,  we 
are  faid  to  be  faved  by  the  iscafhing  of  regeneration^'  and 
renewing  of  the  Holy  Gbojl^  Tit.  iii.  5.  which  is  thus 
exprefled,  to  fhew  that  falvation  depends  upon  each 
of  the  diftinft  offices  which  the  eternal  Three  are 
engaged  in  on  our  behalf.  It  is  good  and  profitable 
to  converfe  at  times  with  fuch  as  are  experimentally 
acquainted  with  God  and  his  Son  Jefus  Chrift,  and 
hold  communion  with  them,  by  the  influences  of  the 
Holy  Ghoft.  I  confefs,  I  look  not  on  it  as  fafe  to 
deal  with,  and  attend  much  to  what  pafies  in  this 
profefBng,  trifling  age,  for  experience,  and  what  bears 
the  name  of  it.  I  leave  others  to  judge  for  them- 
felves. I  choofe  to  view  what  deferves  that  title,  by 
looking  at  the  experiences  recorded  in  the  written 
word.  And,  upon  a  clofe  furvey  of  them,  I  find 
they  all  fpring  from,  and  are  the  effefts  of  the  faving 
knowledge  of  God  and  divine  truth;  and  are  influ- 
enced, increafed,  and  fupported  thereby.  That  they 
were  fed,  maintained,  and  increafed  by  the  word  of 
God,  dwelling^in  believers,  and  as  brought  home  and 
applied  to  their  cafes  and  neceflities  by  the  Lord  the 
Spirit.  True  genuine  experience  confifts  principally  in 
this ;  tbeiloly  Spirit  is  pleafed,  in  his  infinite  grace,  to 
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open  and  explain  the  Scriptures  unto  us,  making  them 
the  ground  of  our  faith,  and  giving  us  to  feel  theif 
energy,  making  the  experience  contained  in  them  out 
own  5  revealing  Chrift,  as  fet  forth  in  tTie  word  to  us, 
and  filling  our  hearts  with  his  love,  agreeably  to  what 
is  revealed  of  it  in  the  word  of  the  gofpel.  The  people 
of  God  therefore  need  to  be  taught,  and  brought  to  an 
acquaintance  with  the  nature  of  true  gofpel  grace,  and 
what  the  experience  which  it  produces  is ;  they  need 
to  be  acquainted  with  the  real  work  of  God  within 
them,  with  his  method  of  ftrengthening,  refrefhing, 
comforting,  and  quickening  them,  that  they  may  be 
confident  where  they  have  good  grounds,  and  go 
on  in  the  Lord's  ways  as  bold  as  lions.  There  is  a 
neceffity  that  their  hearts  be  eftablifhed  with  grace,  as 
it  refpefts  their  knowing  for  themfelves,  that  a  true 
work  is  wrought  in  them ;  that  Chrift  is  in  them  the 
hope  of  glory  ;  and  that  their  works  are  wrought  in 
God^  as  Chrift's  expreffion  is,  John  iii.  21.  This  ne-* 
ceflity  will  eafily  be  feen :  for  without  it  they  will 
be,  as  to  themfelves,  at  an  uncertainty,  as  it  refpe£l« 
the  ftate  and  cafe  of  their  own  fouls.  Let  us  therefore 
diligently  ftudy  the  work  of  God's  holy  Spirit  within^ 
us,  compare  it  with  the  written  word,  and  carefully 
diftinguifh  between  natural  and  fpiritual  a£ls  and 
affeftions;  moral  refinements  and  fupernatural  rege- 
neration. Nor  let  it  be  forgotten  by  us,  that  the  grace: 
of  God  within  us,  is  only  difcoverable  te  ourfelves,:- 
as  the*  Holy  Spirit  fhines  upon  his  own  work/in  our. 
fouls.  Though  it  be  the  fubjeft  of  fpiritual  fenfe^  yet 
that  faculty  canno^  exercife  itfelf  but.  as  fhone  upon 
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by  the  light  of  the  divine  Spiiit:  and  to  know,  our 
own  perfpnal  fpiriiual  cafe  and  ftate,  what  it  really  is, 
and  what  our  fpiritual  knowledge,  faith,  and  experi- 
'  cnce  of  Gbrift  amount  to,  and  really  are,  muft  con- 
duce to  our  fpiritoal  profit.  It  will  arm  us  againft  our 
{jpiiritual  enemies^  prevent  and  put  a  ftop  to  pra£iical 
doubting  and  unbelief,  and  caufe  us  to  glory  in  the 
Lord,  and  to  praife  him  as  our  own  God,  guide,  and 
portion.  To  fpcak  out  freely,-  and  declare  fully  arid 
experimentally,  the  influences  and  operations  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  within  us,  as  they  really  are,  is  exceed- 
ingly difiicuU,  and  not  eafily  to  be  done.  It  is  wbai 
the  preachers  of  Chrift  can  more  eafily  engage  in^ 
lo  preach  the  doftrines  of  the  grace  of  God,  tha» 
defcribe  the  influences  and  effe6ls  produced  in  the 
hearts  of  God's  children  by  them,  through  the  Spirit 
of  God.  I  therefore  clofe  this  part  of  the  fubjeft) 
concerning  the  neceffity  of  the  heart's  b^ifig  efta- 
blifhed  with  grace,  as  it  refpefts^  the  inward  experi- 
ence of  it  in  our  fouls,  with  this — that  every  dadrine 
of  grace  hath  its  inward. efficacy,  power,  and  influence 
on  every  faculty  of  the  new  man,  and  that  it  is  the 
do^rine  of  grace  which  produceth,  increaKeth,  and 
nburiflieth  the  work  of  grace.  For,  as  the  dodrineff 
of  free  grace  enter  the  foul,  through  the  channel  of 
regeneration^  by  which  means  they  have  their  being 
9nd  exiftence  there,  they  produce  every  aft  wrought 
in  it  by  tho  Spirit  of  God,  and  drawn  forth  by  him 
^nto  ufeand  praftice. 

I  proceed,  fecondly,  to  confider  the  nedeffity  of  the 
hea^t*s  being  eftablilbed  with  grace,,  as  it  refpe6is  tlic 
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do6lrki€«  of  it.  Without  kiiowledge  the  heart  is  not 
good,  and  the  doft^:ines  of  grace  are  in  their  own 
nature,  iii^uenCe,  and  tendency,  good,  a^nd  make  them 
ib  who  cordially  receive  and  embrace  them ;  there- 
fore  thel^e  is  a  neceffity  that  the  heart  be  eftablifhed 
with  them,  and  in  them.  It  is  true,  the  believer  in 
Chrift  is  not  denominated  ar  believer  from  his  having 
fais  he^  ieftablifhed  with  grace,  l^ut  on  account  of  his 
looking  to,  believing  on^  And  trufting  in  the  perfon, 
righteoufnefe,  and  atonement  of.  Chrift  Jefus,  who  is 
the  immediate  obje6l  of  his  faith  and  hope,  the  ever- 
laf^lii)^  foundation  to  bear  up  bis  perfon,  and  fupporl 
hilA  itt  tife.  death,  and  throughout  eternity..  Asl>i* 
all,  tlierefore,  depends  on  Chrift  without  him,  on  tM 
everlailing  covenant  betw^n  God  ^nd  the  Lamb,  it  is 
therefore  neceflary  that  his  heart  fliould  be  eftablifhed 
in  thofe  doQrines,  which  hold  forth  this  ineftimably 
precious  gfa<;e,  and  lielp  to  a  view  thereof.  The 
believer  has  his  corruptions  inherent  within  bim^ 
to  wound  his  heart,  to  bring  guilt  into  his  mind; 
ihe  fubtleties  of  hell  to  menace  and  withftand  him ; 
with  an  ungodly  generation,  who  will  be  fure  to  hate 
mid  vex  his  righteous  foul :  fo  that  he  muft  and  will 
find  it  to  be  abfolutely  ncceflary  for  him  to  make  ufe 
qf  thofe  eternal  truths  revealed  by  the  Lord  in  his 
written  word,  as  his  ftiield,  and  by  them  to  encourage 
himfelf  iti  him  a^  the  Lord  his  God.  And  thefe  doc-i 
trines^  both  particularly  and  fummairily,  tend  to  efta- 
bliflithe  h^art,  and  confirm  the  faitb  and  hope  of  tlui 
child  of  God.  They  are,  each  and  all  <rftbem,  Im* 
mutabte'  verities,  upon  wbich  we  may^faffely  ^ent^re 
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and  rely.  In  their  own  nature  and  influence^  they 
lead  off  from,  and  out  of  felf,  and  ferve  to  fix  our 
hearts  wholly  and  for  ever  on  the  Lord.  £Ie£lion  is  a 
fundamental,  and  alfo  an  eftablifhing  truth,  as  viewed 
in  the  light  of  the  Spirit,  and  believed  by  the  faith 
which  is  of  his  operation ;  as  by  it  we  fee  that  our 
intereft  in  Chtift  is  built  upon  the  free,  fovereign, 
cverlafting  love  of  God,  which  knows  no  beginning; 
nor  end,  but  is  as  immutable,  and  rertiains  as  mi^ 
changeable  as  the  will  and  nature  of  Jehov  ah^ 

The  myftery  of  Chrift's  perfon,  as  God  dwelling 
perfonally  in  our  nature,  mariifefted  in  the  flefh  to 
take  away  fin,  is  a  fubjeft,  in  which  the  incompre- 
henfible  glories,  riches,  and  freenefs  of  grace  break 
forth;  and  as  it  ihines  on  our  minds,  it  fills  our 
fouls  with  admiration  and  praife.  The  atonement  of 
Chrift,  which  is  a  perfonal,  particular,  full  and  all- 
fufficient  one,  including  and  comprehending  all  the 
fins,  guilt,  ahd  filth  of  God's  eleft;  the  foundation  of 
which  was  laid  in  the  everlafting  tranfaftion  between 
the  Father  and  the  Son,  in  the  counfel  and  covenant 
of  peace ;  the  worth  and  efficacy  of  which  flow  from 
the  refponfibility  of  our  redeeming  furety,  as  the  effen* 
tial  Son  of  the  Father  ;  according  to  whofe  will,  and 
at  whofe  call,  our  Jefus  engaged  to  be  the  atoning 
facrifice ;  holds  forth  a  folid  ground  for  peace,  joy, 
and  confolation :  fo  does  every  part  and  branch  of 
the  fyftem  of  divine  truth.  And  it  is  the  doftrines  of 
grace,  which  muft  be  the  means,  in  the  hands  of  the 
Spirit,  to  beget  faith,  to  increafe  it,  to  promote  its 
growth,  to  uphold  and  ftrengthen  it*  ,  Therefore, 
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there  is  a  neceffity  that  the  doflrines  of  free  grace, 
God's  everlafting  love,  and  Chrift's  finifhed  redemp-^ 
tion,  Ihould  be  continually  preached,  though  they 
may  be  already  known,  and  their  influence  and 
energy  felt  in  the  heart,  becaufe  our  walk  with  God, 
and  conBdence  in  hinn,  receive  all  their  encourage- 
ments therefrom.  We  are  called  to  live  by  faith  in 
God,  to  hold  communion  with  him,  and  we  cannot 
maintain  confidence  before  him  but  upon  the  founda* 
tion  of  the  doftrines  of  grace ;  fo  that  there  muft  be  a 
neceffity  for  the  heart  to  know,  and  be  eftabliihed  with 
them.  There  are  times  when  believers  cannot  live 
without  them.  There  are  feafons  when  their  minds 
are  invaded  with  diftrefs,  when  fin  is  permitted  to 
ftare  them  in  the  face,  Satan  let  loofe  upon  them 
to  buffet  them,  and  they  are  forced  to  rely  upon, 
and  plead  the  covenant  of  the  eternal  trinity,  as  the 
fole  foundation  of  their  hope.  .  There  are  feafons 
vhen  they  cannot  pray,  otherwife  than  by  filent, 
inward  groans,  which  come  from  their  hearts,  as 
deeply  affliSed  and  diftrefTed  with  foul  burthens  and 
conflifts,  which  ferve  to  prove  to  them  the  abfolute 
peed  they  have  of  being  eftablifhed  with  the  do6lrines 
of  the  grace  of  God,  and  alfo  make  way  for  their 
eftablifhment ;  for  they  never  feel  the  worth  and  value 
of  divine  truth  more,  than  at  fuch  feafons.  And, 
though  it  may  not  be  readily  received,  yet  I  dare  hh 
bold  to  affirm,  you  never  exercife  true  faith  better, 
nor  does  it  ever  appear  ftronger,  than  when  you  have 
fuch  feafons  as  to  be  forely  afflifted  with  a  fpiritual 
/enfe  of  your  indwelling  fm  and  miferies,  and  are 
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greatly  exercifcd  with  temptations ;  this  draws  fortli 
the  exercife  of  faith  upon  the  everlafting  covenant, 
word,  promife,  and  oath  of  God )  you  ground  your 
plea  on  Chrift  and  his  blood,  and  are  often  bold  tcf 
fry,  /  will  mi  let  thee  go  except  thou  hUfs  me.  Such 
feafons  and  cafes  fliew  us  the  neceflity  of  an  eftabliih- 
ment  in  grace ;  and  the  Lord  deligns  to  teach  us  by 
them,  how  to  improve  our  confidence  in  him,  by  faith 
in  his  written  word ;  when  all  in  ourfelves,  as  to  fenfC} 
feeling,  and  experience,  makes  againft  us.  The  text 
fpeaks  of  the  heart's  being  eftabllQied  with  grace — ^not 
the  head:  it  being  a  poilible  cafe,  to  have  a  theore* 
tical  knowledge  of  truth  in  the  head,  when  the  influ« 
ence  of  it  is  not  felt  in  the  heartv  And  though  it  is 
certain  the  head  muft  be  enlightened  with  the  know- 
ledge of  truth,  before  the  heart  can  experience  the 
virtue  and  efficacy  of  it ;  yet  it  is  thus  expreffcd  in 
the  words  before  us,  to  point  out  the  quickening,  ope- 
rative virtue  pf  divine  truth,  when  it  is  received  into 
the  heart,  believed,  embraced,  and  maintained  there. 
This  brings  me,  thirdly,  to  fhew  that  //  is  agoodtbini 
that  the  heart  be  eftablifhed  with  grace ;  and  to  fct 
forth  the  fruits  and  effects  of  it.  It  being  abfolutely 
neceffary  to  promote  the  comfort  and  well.being  of 
the  child  of  God,  and  to  promote  his  fpiritual  growth, 
that  the  heart  he  ejiahlijhed  with  grace^  it  mufl  therefore 
be  a  good  things  as  it  promotes  good  aims,  and  brings 
to  a  right  end.  It  is  alfo  good,  inafmuch  as  it  is  a 
prefervative  againfl  error,  an  antidote  againft  uhbelieff 
and  a  choice  cordial  to  cheer,  refrefh,  and  revive  the 
foul^in  feafons  of  heavinefs  and4illrefs.     This  is  the 
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work  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  arid  he  effefts  arid  accom- 
^liOieth  it  thus :  by  enabling  the  Believer  to  live  the 
truths  of  thel  gbfpel  in  his  own  mind,  bringing  him  to 
give  full  credit  to  them,  and  fo  to  mik  faith  with 
them,  that  fpiritual  nourifhintnt  is  derived  from  them; 
and  thus  they  becoihe  th?  means  of  the  believer's 
growing  into  an  experimental  and  pra6lical  acquaint- 
ance with  Chrift  Jefus^  fb  as  to  be  rooted  and 
grounded  in  and  Upon  him,  as  being  one  with 
him,  the  foundation,  and  living  \t\  hitn  aS  his  root^ 
head,  and  fountain  of  fpiritual  life,  I  do  not  coti- 
ceive  that  any  finner  does,  immediately  uj)0h  the  firft 
work  of  the  Spirit  of  God  upon  him,  clofe  direftly 
with  Chrift.  When  the  Holy  Spirit  firft  reveals  the 
worth  and  efficacy  of  Chrift,  and  fets  before  thfe  eyes 
of  the  mind  of  the  enlightened  perfon,  the  righteouf- 
nefs  and  atonement  of  the  bleeding  Lamb,  he  thereby' 
draws  the  foul  to  long  to  have  a  part  and  iritereft  in 
Chrift.  He  gives  the  foul  fuch  a  view  of  the  ekceed- 
ing  glories  of  Chrift's  righteoufnefs,  and  fuch  concep- 
tions  of  the  virtue  of  his  blood,  as  caufes  the  heart  to 
breathe  after  Chrift,  as  the  pearl  of  great  price.  Yet  it 
is  by  a  further  overpowering  light  created  in  the  uii- 
derftanding  that  the  (inner  clofes  in  with  Jefus,  as  the 
Spirit  is  pleafed  to  give  a  more  comptehenfive  know- 
ledge of  hiVn  in  and  by  the  word,  to  the  underftanding 
and  heart  of  the  enlightened  man,  helping  the  foul 
to  clofe  irt  with  Chrift  under  clear,  diftinftj  fpiri- 
tual apprehenftons  of  him,  accompanied  with  a  joy 
which  is  unjpeakable  and  full  of  glory.  Now  it  is  that 
the  believer  lives  in  views  of  Chrift^  the  obje£^  of 
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his  faith ;  and  he  is  carried  above  *all  his  fins  and 
miferies  as  long  as  he  keeps  Chrift  in  view,  and  lives 
on  him  as  his  righteoufnefs  and  propitiation ;  fo  that 
he  triumphs  in  his  Redeemer  with  holy  joy,  and  finds 
the  word  of  reconciliation  to  afford  him  increafing 
pleafare  and  fweetnefs.  And  as  he  is  taught  of  the 
Spirit  to  be  fkilful  in  the  exercife  of  faith,  and  in  the 
word  of  grace,  he  goes  on  growing ^r^^z/g-  in  the  Lord^ 
and  in  the  power  of  his  migbt'^  and  finds  that  every 
part  of  the  gofpel  revelation  ferves  to  increafe  his 
confidence  and  joy  in  God ;  the  believer  thus  finds 
it  to  be. a  good  thing  indeed,  to  have  his  heart  efta- 
blifhed  with  grace.  But  this  is  not  prefently  the  cafe 
with  him ;  for,  though  it  is  the  very  end  of  the 
gofpel  and  its  ordinances  to  promote,  and  the  work 
of  the  Holy  Spirit  to  accomplifh  it,  yet  it  is  flowly 
and  by  degrees  that  believers  are  brought  to  it ;  and 
when  they  are,  their  eftablifhment  does  not  prevent 
their  being  tried  and  grievoufly  aflaulted  by  their 
fpiritual  enemies.  On  fuch  of  the  Lord's  beloved 
ones  as  are  not  efiablifhed  with  grace,  Satan's  aflaults 
are,  to  keep  them  from  Chrift,  tempting  them  to 
doubt  either  of  his  willingnefs,  or  ability  to  favc 
them ;  and  if  they  receive  encouragement  from  the 
word,  then  he  will  ftir  up,  if  poflible,  their  corrup- 
tions, or  by  ten  thoufand  fears  and  cares  hinder  them 
from  digefting  the  word  by  faith  and  fpiritual  medita- 
tion. Such  as  are  eftablifhed,  Satan  changes  the  mode 
of  his  attack  on  them,  trying,  if  poffible,  tofap  the  foun- 
dation of  their  faith.  And,  well  knowing  how  much 
they  9ire  inclined  to  fenfe  and  feelings  he  will  ever 
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feek  to  keep  them  looking  at  comforts,  enlargementsj 
and  upliftings,  that  (o  they  may  withdraw  their  eye 
from  Chrift:  or  he  will  putxhem  in  remembrance  of 
their  deadnefs  and  formality  in  duty^  bring  home  their 
fins,  reminding  them  of  them,  or  bring  the  Scripture 
to  their  memories  with  a  view  to  legalize  their  hearts ; 
it  being  impoffible  he    fhould  Havfe  any  other  aim 
or  end  in  view.     Thus-  it  is  often  the  cafe,  that  the 
believer  who  is  higheft  advanced  into  perfonal  com- 
munion with  God,  has  the  fore  ft  conflifts  with  his  own 
heart,  and  is  moft  befet,  oppofed,  and  affaulted  by 
the  devil.     You  niay  place  grace  in  what  you  will, 
but  it  confifts  not  in  unfpeakable  comforts  and  confo- 
lations,  but  is  chiefly  exprefTed  in  high  eftimations 
and  valuations  of  Chrift,  who  exceeds  all  your  fpiri- 
tiial  graces  and  comforts  as  much,  yea,  infinitely  more 
than  the  heavens  do  the  earth*     You  may  think  as 
you  pleafe ;'  but  if  God  is  carrying  you  on  in  a  con- 
formity to  Chrift,  you  are  not  always  then  brimful 
of  joy  in  the  Holy  Ghoft  :  but  you  are  fometimes  in 
the  valley  of  defertion,  and  alfo  of  temptation,  and 
have  the  fame  experience,  in  your  meafure,  that  your 
head  had,  when  he  faid^  But  1  am  poor  and  forrcrvofuU 
let  thy  Jalvation^  0  God^/et  me  up  on  high.     Pfalm  Ixix. 
29.     As  it  is  good  to  have  the  heart  eftablifhed  with 
grace,  in  the  belief  of  God  the  Father's  everlafting 
love,  God  the  Son's  complete  falvation,  and  God  the 
Holy  Spirit's  teftimony  thereof,  fo  the  fruits  of  it  re- 
dound to  God's  glory,  and  to  the  benefit  of  ourfelves 
and  others  alfo.     They  will  redound  to  the  Lord's 
glory,  inafmuch  as  the  eftablifhed  believer,  having 
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views  of  each  of  the  divine  perfons  in  the  uncreated 
cflence,  his  intereft  in  them^  and  of  the  intcreft  the 
whole  eleft  have  in  Father,  Sort,  and  Holy  Ghoft, 
will  be  led  to  give  that  tribute  of  glory  to  them  ac- 
cording to  their  diftinfl  perfonalities,  and  offices  in  the 
covenant,  as  is  their  due.  In  doing  which  there  will 
be  an  aftual  perfonal  intercourfe  held  with  each  of 
them  in  their  divine  economical  offices.  The  Father's 
love  and  perfonal  a£ls  of  grace  will  be  recounted  and 
acknowledged.  The  Son's  ancient  love  and  engage- 
ments, his  work  of  falvation  and  mediation,  will  be 
confefled,  and  his  name  will  be  celebrated  on  account 
thereof.  The  Holy  Spirit,  who  is  the  efficient  of  all 
grace  and'  glory  in  us,  will  be  worfhipped  in  his  per- 
fonality,  and  have  his  diftinft  praife  and  glory  rendered 
to  him.  In  which  moft  holy  exercifes,  we  ffiall  receive 
confirming  evidence  to  eftablifli  us  more  and  more  in 
our  moft  holy  faith.  So  that  this  benefit  will  redound 
to  us,  that  as  wq  know  the  trinity  in  unity  by  the 
do6lrines  of  grace,  and  worfliip  and  praife  them  in 
confequence  hereof;  fo  we  fhall  have  the  benefit  of 
experiencing  grace  communicated  abundantly  from  the 
Father  and  the  Son,  through  the  Spirit,  by  means  of  the 
word  of  grace  dwelling  in  our  hearts.  This  benefit  alfo 
will  redound  to  others  herefrom ;  they  will  be  encou- 
raged from  the  grown  believer,  to  hope  in  the  Lord. 
And  the  effeQs  of  it,  in  the  life,  will  be  divine ;  for 
perfons  under  fuch  influence  will  feek  to  adorn  the 
dolirine  of  God  our  Saviour  in  all  things.  Is  peace  to 
be  obtained  and  promoted  by  a  mutual  fbrgivenefs  of 
injuries?    Such  will  not  forgive  injuries  and. offences 
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merely  for  the  fake  of  peace  in  a  family,  or  church; 
but  they  'will  do  it  upon  gofpel  motives,  becaufe 
Chrift  has  freely  forgiven  them.  By  being  eftablifhed 
in  Chrift,  and  by  having  their  hearts,  eftablifhed  with 
grace,  they,  from  the  do6lrines  of  grace,  derive  their 
motives  and  ends,  through  the  whole  of  their  Chriftian 
walk  and  warfare.  God's  love  is  their  motive.  Chrift's 
death,  made  known  in  its  efficacy,  and  felt  in  its  virtue, 
is  the  mortification  of  fin  in  them,  and  they  die  to  the 
love,  guilt,  power,  and  life  of  it,  by  having  communion 
with  their  Lord.  The  communion  of  the  Holy  Ghoft 
gives  them  fpiritual  life  and  energy  to  perform  duty  in 
faith,  and  to  fight  manfully  againft  fin  and  the  devil. 
Their  end  is  the  glory  of  God,  and  their  hope  eternal 
glory ;  which,  when  their  race  is  run,  will  be  their 
portion  for  even    May  it  be  your's.    Amen. 
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SERMON     XV, 


Christ  the  crowned  Conqueror  of 
Sin,  Satan,  Death,  and  Hell, 


Revelation,  Chap,  v.  Ver.  12. 

Saying  wiib  a  ^loud  voice ^  IVortby  is  the  Lamh  that  was 
JlaiH,  to  receive  power ^  and  riches^  and  ^imfdom^  4nd 
Jirength^  and  honour^  and  glory,  and  hle^g. 

IN  this  chapter  we  are  prefented  with  a  fight  of  Jefusi 
.  Chrift,  the  illuftrious,  great,  and  glorious  conqueror 
of  fin,  Satan,  death,  and  hell,  about  to  be  feated  upoq 
his  mediatorial  throne,  and  the  holy  and  joyful  tri- 
umph and  welcome  given  unto  him,  by  all  the  hoft^ 
of  heaven  on  his  triumphant  entrance  into  the  holy 
of  holies,  as  the  great  high  Prieft  of  his  church  a|i4 
ipeople. 

If  it  be  given  unto  us,  to  attend  in  a  believing  man- 
ner to  what  In  this  paflage  of  facred  Scripture  is  fet 
before  us,  it  will  be  a  means  of  warming  our  hearts, 
with  frefti  love  to  the  immaculate  Lamb,  and  will 
excite  us  to  fall  down  before  him,  crying,  Tbm  art 
worthy.    The  evangelift  John  is  here,  in  a  yifion,  pre- 
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fented  with  a  view  of  Chrift,  and  fees  him  as  a  Lamb 
newly  flain.  He  had  before  been  thrown  into  deep 
furprife  and  confternation  on  account  of  the  procla- 
mation which  had  been  made  with  a  loud  voice,  by  a 
ftrong  and  naighty  angel,  crying,  Who  is  worthy  to  open 
the  book  and  to  loofe  tbefeals  thereof?  Which  book  was 
in  the  right  hand  of  him  that  fat  on  the  throne.  The 
book  itfelf  was  no  other  than  the  Apocalypfe,  which 
contains  an  orderly  account,  and  fcts  forth  a  long 
feries  and  chain  of  things  refpefting  the  world,  and 
the  ftate  of  Chrift's  church  in  it,  from  his  afcenfion  to 
heaven,  until  his  coming  again. 

Proclamation  having  been  made  throughout  all 
God's  dominions.  No  man  (rather,  no  one)  in  heaven^ 
nor  in  earthy  neither  under  the  earthy  was  able  to  open 
the  book^  neither  to  look  thereon.  Upon  this,  John  falls 
a  weeping ;  but  is  comforted  from  what  follows :  And 
me  of  the  elders  faith  unto  me^  Weep  not :  behold^  the 
Uon  of  the  tribe  of  Juda^  the  root  of  David^  hath  pre^ 
vailed  to  open  the  book^  and  to  loofe  \he  feven  feah 
thereof.  John,  thus- hearing  of  the  Lion  of  the  tribe 
of  Judah,  who  is  none  other  than  Kihg  Jefus  the 
Conqueror,  looked,  and  to  his  aftonilhment,  he  with 
grace  dnd  joy  inexprcffible  and  divine,  beheld^  and  h^ 
in  the  midft  of  the  throne^  and  of  the  four  beafs^  (or,  living 
creatures)  and  in  the  midft  of  the  elders  flood  a  lamb  as 
it  had  been  Jlain^  having  feven  homs^  and  feven  eyes^  which 
are  the  feven  Spirits  of  God  fent  forth  into  all  the  earth. 
And  he  came  and  took  the  book  out  of  the  right  hand  of 
him  that  fat  upox^  the  throne.  Which  book,  as  fuggefted 
tn^orCi  "wag  this  revelation,  which  contains  Cod's 
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decrees  and  purppfes ;  and  was  given  by  him  who  fat 
pn  the  throne,  who  liveth  for  ever  and  ever,  unto  our 
Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  to  execute  and  fulfil  every  tittle 
contained  in  it,  and  whjch,  s^s  Zipn's  king  and  faviour, 
he  was  perfeftly  qualified  for,  he  being  poffeffed  of 
^11  power  tQ  defend  his  church ;  and  haying  foven  eyeSf 
hath  a  clear  and  full  knowledge  of  all  the  wants  of 
his  pcopl(2.  'Thus,  his  all-fufficient  power  is  expreffed 
by  his  having  /even  hojrns  of  power  to  guard  and  pro- 
te£l :  and  his  perfeft  wifdora,  by  the  defcriptive  fym- 
\^o\  oi /even  eyes^  exprefling  his  fulnef^  of  wifdpm  and 
^cnowledge.  He  exercifes  his  eyes  of  providence  and 
his;  arm  of  ppwpr,  thrpughpvit  the  ^prld  on  the  behalf 
and  for  the  good  pf  his  people.  Being  thus  qualified 
for  the  executing  and  bringing  into  open  accomplifii-j 
xnent  pyery  one  of  Gpd's  decrees  ^nd  purpofes,  con- 
cerning the  >vorld,  and  the  church  in  ^t,  when  be  bai 
taken  the  book^  the  four  beajis^  (or,  liying  creatures)  ani 
four  and  twenty  elders  fell  down  before  the  Lamb^  having 
every  one  of  them^  harps ^  and  golden  vials  full  of  odours^ 
which  are  the  prayers,  of  faints.  And  they  fung  a  new. 
fong^  faying^  ^bou  art  worthy  to  take  the  book^  and  to  open 
ihefeals  thereof:  for  thou  waftjlairiy  and  haft  redeemed  us 
io  God  by  thy  bloody  out  of  every  kindred^  and  tongue^  offd 
people^  and  nation  i  and  haft  made  us  unto  our  Go4j  kingi 
and  priefts:  and  we  Jball  reign  on  the  earth.  Tho 
redeemed  of  the  Lord  having  taken  up  this  fong,  and 
fung  it  to  the  praife  of  the  Lamb  that  was  flain,  they 
were  followed  by  aU  the  hofts  pf  heaven,  who  join 
with  them  in  worfhipping  the  Lamb  of  God.  And  I 
beheld^  and  J  heard  the  voice  of  many  angels  round  altftft  the 
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throne^  and  the  heajls^  (or,  living  creatures,  emblems  of 
the  minifters  of  the  everlafting  gofpel)  and  the  elders  z 
(the  reprefentatives  of  the  redeemed  of  the  Lord,  the 
church  of  the  firft  born,  whofe  names  are  written  in 
heaven)  and  the  number  of  them  was  ten  thou/and  times 
tefi  thou/and^  and  tbmfands  of  tboufands ;  faying  with  a 
hud  voice^  IVorthy  is  the  Lamb  that  was  Jlain^  to  receive 
J^ower<i  and  riches^  and  wifdom^  and  firength^  and  honour^ 
and  glory ^  and  bleffing.  The  words  before  us,  chofen 
to  be  the  fubjefl  of  ourprefent  meditation,  contain  in 
them  the  two  following  particulars  : 

Here  is,  firft,  the  objecl  of  this  praife,  the  worthy' 
I^amb. 

Secondly,  the  defire  of  the  hoft  of  heaven,  the 
vrhole  eleft  church  round  the  throne  of  glory,  to  give 
him  as  far  ^  in  them  lies,  and  they  extend  their  afcrip- 
tion  as  far  as  it  is  poflible  for  them,  the  glory  due  to 
bis  moft  excellent  and  glorious  name  :  they  attribute 
to  him,  power ^  and  riches^  and  Jlrength^  and  wifdom^ 
and  honour^  'and  glory^  and  blejfing :  yet,  when  they  are 
thus  fublimated  and  exalted  to  the  utmoft  perfeQion 
of  devotion  which  their  finite  minds  are  capable  of; 
even  then,  he  whom  they  thus  worfliip,  his  name,  as 
Ood-man-Mediator,  is  exalted  above  and  infitiitely 
feeyond  all  hleffing  and  praife.  According  to  the  two- 
fold  divifion  given  of  the  words,  I  am  firft  to  fet  forth 
the  objefl  of  this  praife,  the  worthy  Lamb :  and  this 
^eads  to  an  inquiry,  why  Chrift  is  caWcd  the  Lamb^ 
^nd  wherein  his  worth  and  worthinefs  confift  ? 

And  in  the  firft  place,  Chrift  is  often  called  by 
^e  naii^e  qf  the  Lamb^  the  Ijmh  of  Qody  ^nd  th(  Lsmk 
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that  zvasjlain,  on  various  accounts.     He  is  compared 
to  a  lamb  in  the  facred  page;  and  it  is  juftly  con* 
ceived  by  us  that  he  is  thus  called  and  reprefented, 
for  the  following  reafons :    firft,  on  account  of  the 
lambs  which  were  offered  daily  in  facrifice  to  the 
Lord,  which  were  typical  of  Chrift,  and  his  facrifice. 
The  firft  facrifice  that  we  read  of  in  Scripture,  and 
^hich  was  offered  by  Abel,  was  a  lamb.     It  is  ex-r 
prefsly  faid,  He  brought  of  the  firjilings  of  bis  flock^  an 
tiering  to  the  Lord.     It  was  a  type  of  Chrifl,  of  his 
innocence  and  purity,  a^d  it  was  ofFei^d  up  in  the 
faith  of  him  who  was  the  Lamb  Jlain  from  the  fom- 
dation  of  the  world.     The  apoftle  faith,  By  faith  AM 
offered  unto  God.  Chrift  was  the  Lamb  which  God  had 
fore-appointed,  in  his  counfel  and  covenant,  purpofes 
and  decrees,  to  take  away  fin ;  he  was  to  be  the  burntf 
offering  tp  take  away  the  fins  of  his  people.     When 
Ifaac  was  commanded  to  he  facrificed,  he,  not  know-^ 
ing  it,  fays  to  his  Father,  Behold^  the  fire  and  the  tvoodj 
hut  where  is  the  lanibfor  a  hurnt-offering  ?  To  which  the 
aged  Patriarch  replied.  My  San,  God  will  prvuide  hinh 
felfa  lamb  for  a  burnt -offering.  Some  have  aflferted,  that 
in  the  Welfli  Bible  the  words  read  thus :  God  will  lock 
in  into  himfeJf  for  a  lamb  for  a  burnt-offering.     Indeed 
God  did  look  in  into  himfelf  for  this  lamb.     It  was 
the  fruit  of  his  own  love,  the  gift  of  his  own  rich,  free, 
imd  fovereign  grace.     In  refpeft  of  Chrifl,  in  his  cx-r 
piatory  facrifice,  he  may  well  be  compared  to  a  lamb, 
and  bear  the  flyle  and  title  given  him  by  his  harbinger, 
John  the  Baptift,  the  Lamb  of  God^  which  taketh  (or, 
tjearetH)  aiva^  the  fin  of  the  world;  and  reference  fecro* 
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to  be  had  to  the  morning  and  evening  facrificesj  which 
were- daily  offered  under  the  law,  and  were  memo-, 
rials  of  Ghrift,  his  paDTion,  and  death,  The  pafchal 
Lamb  did  likewife  typify  Chrift.  Peter  feems  to  have 
reference  unto  it,  when  he  fays,  the  fprinkling  (f 
the  blood  of  Cbrifl;  and  efpecially  in  thefe  words,  ye 
were  not  redeemed  wilh  corruptible  things^  as  Jilver  an4 
gold^  frotnyour  vain  mwerfation  received  by  tradition  from 
your  fathers  /  but  with  the  precious  blood  of  Chrift^  as  ofc^ 
lamb  without  blcmifh  and  without  fpot :  who  verily  was 
fore-ordained  before  the  foundation  of  the  worldy  but  was 
manifeji  in  thefe  lajl  times  for  you  i  who  by  him  do  believe 
fn  God  that  raifed  him  up  from  the  dead^  and  gave  himglory^ 
fhat  your  faith  and  hope  might  be  in  God.  Ifaiah  calU 
Chrift  by  this  name,  faying,  He  is  brought  as  a  lamb  fa 
fbe  JIaughter:  and  from  hence  the  Baptift  quoted  it, 
when  he  gave  the  fanie  name  to  Chrift ;  who  has  al) 
%he  good  properties  and  excellencies  of  a  lamb  ia 
its  patience,  gmeeknefs,  and  inoff^nfivenefs,  Chrift 
may  be  called  the  Latnb  ofGod,  becaufe  he  was  fore^* 
ordained  of  GocJ  to  be  flain  for  the  fins  of  his  people, 
and  becaufe  he  is  fo  acceptable  unto  God*  He  it^ 
God's  beloved,  and  therefore  the  facrifice  of  himfelf 
is  highly  grateful  and  welKpleafing  to  the  Father. 
Chrift  is  always  ftyled  the  Lamb^  in  reference  to  hi^ 
prieftly  work,  and  in  allufion  to  the  pafchal  Lamb  ^ 
find  in  that  title,  his  death,  as  a  facrifice,  is  always 
included.  In  the  counfel  and  covenant  of  the  eternal, 
foequal,  and  coeffential  Three,  he  undertook  for  hii 
people,  and  engaged  to  become  their  facrifice  to  diving 
Jui^ii:e,  Ii^  confequen^e  hereof;  in  ib^  fylnefs  Qf  ti^n^i 
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he  took  hold  of  the  nature  of  his  people,  and  became 
man,  God  and  man  united  in  one  Chrift.  He  fablli- 
tuted  his  perfon  in  the  law-place  of  his  people ;  and 
he  offered  up  the  facrifice  of  his  humanity  upon  the 
altar  of  his  Deity,  which  was  a  facrifice  of  everlafting 
worth,  perpetual  efficacy,  and  eternal  dignity.  Our 
Lord  Jefus  Chrift  was  at  once  altar,  prieft,  and  facri- 
fice. God  the  Father,  in  the  counfel  and  covenant  of 
peace,  inftitutcd,  appointed,  and  ordained,  our  Lord 
Jefus  Chrift  to  be  a  facrifice  for  the  fins  of  his  people. 
The  facrifice  was  the  human  nature  of  Jefus,  in  union 
with  his  divine  perfon  :  and  it  wai  a  facrifice  of  a 
fweet  favour  to  the  Lord.  It  perfumed  all  heaven 
with  its  fragrancy ;  Chrift  alfo  bath  loved  usj  and  bath 
ghen  him/elf  for  us^  an  offering  and  a  facrifice  to  God  for  a 
fweet  fmelling favour.  Chrift,  God-man,  as  Mediator, 
was  the  prieft  to  offer  up  the  facrifice.  The  Godhead 
of  Jefus  was  the  altar  which  fanSified  this  gift,  and 
rendered  the  oblation  of  himfelf  acceptable,  and  ever- 
laftingly  available  to  remove  the  fins  of  the  eleft,  and 
put  them  away  out  of  the  fight  of  law  and  juftice, 
and  from  before  the  Lord,  for  ever.  This  leads  me 
to  inquire  wherein  the  worth  and  worthincfs  of  Chrift 
lie :  for  his  title  is,  The  Worthy  Lamb.  I  anfwer, 
the  worth  and  worthinefs  of  Chrift  lie  in  his  effen- 
tial,  eternal,  felf-exiftence  and  Deity.  All  the  worth 
of  his  obedience  and  fufferings  flows  from  his  divi- 
nity. Jefus  Chrift,  as  to  his  divine  perfon,  is  the 
only  begotten  Son  of  God.  He  is,  in  the  incomprehen- 
fible  felf-exiftirig  effence,  coequal  and  coeternal  with 
the  Father  iind  the  Holy  Ghoft;  (yver  all^  God  ilejfed 
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for  ever.  Amen.  He  is  God  the  Son  dwelling  per- 
fonally  ^  in  the  human  nature,  which  he  affumed  into 
perfonal  union  with  himfelf ;  and  the  worth  and  effi- 
cacy of  his  perfonal  holinefs,  life,  righteoufnefs,  facri- 
fice,  and  obedience  unto  death,  for  us  men,  and  for 
our  falvation,  flow  from  his  eternal  Godhead.  His 
blood  clean  feth  from  all  fin,  becaufe  //  is  the  blood 
qf  Jefus  Chrifi  the  Son  of  God,  the  Son  of  the  Father^  in 
truth,  and  Icrve.  He  is  called,  the  Lord  our  Ri^teouf 
nefs^  to  point  out  to  us  that  our  falvation  depends  upon 
his  being  Jehovah.  His  blood  hath  perpetual  and 
everlafting  virtue  in  it,  becaufe  he  is  Jehovah's 
equal.  The  dignity  of  his  perfon  ftamps  an  eternal 
worth  upon  his  work,  and  gives  an  everlafting  virtue 
to  his  blood:  hence  it  is  that  it  cleanfethfrom  all  Jin  z 
and  whom  it  cleanfeth,  it  cleanfeth.  for  ever.  The 
Scripture  calls  \i  precious  blood',  and  it  is  precious  in 
regard  of  the  dignity  of  Chrift's  perfon.  It  is  called 
the  blood  of  God,  /.  e.  of  that  perfon  who  is  true  and 
very  God,  AQs  xx.  28.  And  it  is  precious  in  regard 
of  the  virtue  and  efFeft  of  it.  By  it,  God's  people 
are  reconciled  to  his  law  and  juftice,  the  elefcl  are 
redeemed,  and  by  the  moft  precious  blood-fhedding 
of  the  Lamb,  fin  is  expiated,  purged,  and  perfeftly 
done  away  and  abolifhed,  and  every  believer  is  as 
perfeftly^  healed  in  the  fight  of  God,  as  though  he 
had  never  been  wounded.  Chrift  being  Jehovah, 
the  virtue  of  his  blood  (hall  be  made  known  through 
the  preaching  of  the  everlafting  gofpel,  until  all  the 
eleQ  are  gathered  in  to  him.  Now  I  would  more 
particularly  attend  to  my  firft  particular,  the  objeft 
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of  this  praife  in  heaven,  the  Worthy  Lamb.     It  is 
Chrift  himfelf  whofc  praife  is  here  celebrated  by  all 
the  hofts  of  heaven,  and  the  caufe  for  it  is  this :  he 
having  finifhed  the  work  of  falvation,  having  brought 
in  an  everlafting  righteoufnefs,  and  put  away  fin  by 
the  facrifice  of  himfelf^    made  peace  by  the  blood 
of  his  crofs;  vanquiQied  fin;  triumphed  over  Satan 
and  all  the  powers  of  darknefs ;  fwallowed  up  death 
in  vi6loryj   and  by  his   glorious  refurreftion  from 
the  dead   opened    the   gate   of  everlafting    life ;   he 
afcended  up  on  high,  entered  into  heaven,  and  pre- 
fented  himfelf  before  his    Father    as  the  Almighty 
Saviour,   and  everlafting  conqueror.     All    the  hoft 
of  heaven,  faints  who  had  been   before   tranfmitted 
thither,  and  thofe  who  now  entered  -with  him  as  a 
part  of  his  glorious  retinue,  and  eleft  angels,  were 
filled  with  inconceivable    wonder  and   amazement, 
admiration  and  joy,  when  they  beheld    the  Lamb 
of  God  enter  the  holy   of  holies,  and  viewed  him 
as  the  finifhed   righteoufnefs  and   atonement  of  his 
people ;  and  as  their  great  high  Prieft,  head,  bleffed- 
nefs,  and  glory.     Thefe  numberlefs  hofts  of  heaven 
are  filled  with  inconceivable  wonder  and  admirauon 
on  beholding  the  Lamb  in  the  m^idft  of  the  throne,  and 
about  to  be  feated  on  it.     His  eternal  Father  bids  him 
welcome  to  hist^^  mediatorial  throne,  puts  the  crown  of 
pure  gold  upon  his  head,  and  fays  unto  him.  Sit  on  mj 
right  band,  until  I  make  thine  enemies  thy  fooijlool.     Upon 
which,  all  the  innumerable  company  of  heaven  fall 
down  and  worftiip  the  Lamb  6f  God.  The  church  of 
die  redeemed  firft  began  the  fong,  theyfung  anewjm^ 
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a  fong  which  had  never  been  fung  in  hejiven  befor^^ 
this  being  a  new  occafion.    It  was  at  the  coronation  of 
our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  God-man^  when  he  was  crowned 
with  glory  and  homur^  by  his  Divine  Father,  as  an  ever* 
lading  conqueror  over  all  the  enemies  of  his  people* 
*^  Never"  (fays  Dr.  Owen)  "  was  there  fuch  glory 
*^  feen  in  heaven  before,   as   was   difcovcred  when 
•^  Chrift,  God  man,  entered  and 7^/  down  on  the  right 
'*  band  of  the  Mdjejly  on  high."*     This  well  demanded 
from  faints  in  glory,  a  fong  of  praife,  and  it  will  b« 
continued  throughout  eternity.     Thou  art  worthy  /d 
take  the  book,  and  to  open  thefeals  thereof:  for  thou  waft 
flain^  and  haji  redeemed  us  to  God  hy  thy  bloods    They 
beheld  with  tranfporting  joy  the  everlafting  pleafurd 
and  delight  with  which  Chrift  was  received  by  his 
Father.     They  faw  him  fhining  forth  in  his  eflen-^ 
tial,  perfonal,  and  mediatorial  glory,  and  their- hearts 
burned  with  flames  of  love  to  him,  which  fills  theni 
^ith   tranfporting  prailc.     They  praife  him  for  the 
work  of  redemption,  and  for  his  propitiatory  death. 
^hou  waftjlain^  and  haft  redeemed  us  to  God  by  thy  blood* 
They,  elefl  angels,  and  eleO:  faints  of  human  race, 
in  loud  refponfes  cry,  Singpraifes  to  God^  fing  praifes: 
fing  praifes  unto  our  king^  (Jefus,  King-Mediator)  fin^ 
praifes^  for  Jehovah  Jefus,  King-Mediator,  is  King 
(f  kingSj  and  Lord  of  lords,    th^  Prince  of  the  kings 
of  the  earth,  and  be  fitteth  upon  the  throne  of  his  holi^ 
nefs.     Saints  in  glory  praife  Chrift  for   redemption 
thrbugh  his  blood,  and  for  the  benefits  of  it.    And 
here  I  may  well  ftop,  and   aflc,  Do  the  faints   iif 
glory   perpetually  cry,  Xbou   art  worthy,  forJboH 
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tvaft  Jlain^  and  haft  redeemed  us  to  God  by  thy  blood  f 
Is  Chrift  the  objeft  of  love,  worfhip,  praife,  and 
adoration  in  the  heaven  of  heavens  ?  Well  may  the 
church  below  fall  down  and  worfliip  him  that  fitteth 
on  the  throne.  What  a  convincing  proof  is  here  given 
us  of  the  true  effential  Godhead  of  our  Lord  Jefus 
Chrift !  We  view  him  here  as  the  objeft  of  worfliip 
by .  all  the  hoft  of  heaven ;  yea,  the  whole  hoft,  all 
the  creatures  in  heaven,  and  earth,  and  under  the 
earth,  and  fuch  as  are  in  the  fea,  are  introduced  as 
joining  in  celebrating  the  worthy  Lamb.  The  highcft 
worfliip  of  heaven  is  here  given  to  the  Lord  Jefus 
Chrift,  and  that  Tor  ever  and  ever.  Oh  that  it  may 
ferve  to  warm  our  hearts  with  love  to  him  who  is  love 
itfelf,  whofe  name  is  wonderful,  whofe  bowels  are 
full  of  mercy,  and  whofe  work  and  office  is  falva- 
tion !  And  it  moft  juftly  deferves  to  be  noticed  by 
us,  the  bleffed  title  here  given  to  Chrift,  and  the  rea- 
fons  of  it.  As  to  the  title  The  Worthy  Lamb,  it 
fliews  us  that  Chrift  is  a  prieft  upon  his  throne :  for 
this  title.  Lamb  ofGod^  denotes  his  prieftly  office,  and 
he  exercifes  it  in  the  court  of  heaven :  not  by  facri- 
ficing,  but  by  prefenting  himfelf  as  the  facrifice  of  his 
people  before  the  throne  of  God,  and  to  plead  his 
blood  on  the  behalf  of  his  people  within  the  vaiL 
And  it  deferves  bur  particular  notice  and  remem« 
brance,  that  Chrift  has  borne  the  name  of  the  Lambf 
ever  fince  he  went  to  heaven,  and  he  is  thus  called 
almoft  thirty  times,  throughout  this  Book  of  the  Re- 
relation  ;  which  ferves  to  remind  us  ,  of  his  pity  and 
compaffion^  of  his  love  and  teodernefs  towards  aU 
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that  come  unto  him.  It  fhews  him  to  be  a  merciful 
and  faithful  high  Prieft,  who  is  touched  with  the 
feeling  of  his  people's  infirmities  j  and  he  freely  de- 
clares his  mercy  to  be  fuch,  that  whomfoever  cometh 
unto  him  he  will  in  no  wife  caft  out.  It  difcovers  like- 
wife  the  pleafure  and  delight  which  God  the  Father 
takes  in  Chrift's  facrifice  offered  up  on  earth,  in  that 
he  hath  placed  his  Son  as  Mediator  upon  the  throne, 
that  he  might  ever  have  before  him  the  remembrance 
of  his  death :  for  the  Lamb  appears  as  newly  (Iain, 
which  fhews  that  his  death  made  way  for  his  entrance 
iqto  and  triumph  in  glory  :  and  likewife  that  his  great 
work  in  heaven  is  to  appear  in  the  prefence  of  God 
for  his  redeemed,  to  plead  as  their  interceflbr  and 
advocate  for  them :  which  office  is  founded  in  and 
upon  his  death.  His  appearing  a  Lamb  as  it  had  been 
flain^  fhews  the  continual  and  perpetual  efficacy  of 
his  blood  and  death,  and  the  prevalency  of  it  on  the 
behalf  of  all  that  come  unto  God  by  him,  feeing  he 
ever  liveth  to  make  intercejjion  for  them.  Chrift,  God- 
man,  is  feated  in  our  nature  in  the  higheft  place  in 
heaven,  next  the  Father,  on  the  right  hand  of  the 
Majejiy  on  high ;  yea,  in  the  midft  of  the  throne^  and 
he  is  thus  addreCTed  by  his  Father,  ^y  throne^  O  God^ 
is  for  ever  and  ever.  It  was  through  the  blood  of  the 
cverlafling  covenant  that  he  rofe  again  from  the  dead ; 
and  it  was  through,  and  with  the  blood  of  that  cove* 
nant,  he  entered  into  the  holy  place,  having  obtained 
eternal  redemption  for  us.  Here  I  may  well  cry  out, 
Behold  the  Lamb  of  God!  view  his  amazing  love — 
his    glorious  tighteoufnefs— his  expiatory   facrifice ! 
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Viewing  him  by  faith,  cannot  but  draw  the  hearts  an4 
affeftions  of  his  people  after  him,  and  4-ender  hira 
infinitely  and  incftimably  precious  unto  them.  Behold 
him  in  the  midft  of  the  throne ;  draw  afide  the  cur- 
tain, believers,  look  within  the  vail,  and  view  your 
high  Prieft  worfhipped  by  all  the  hofts-  of  heaven, 
cfowned  with  many  crowns,  wearing  the  imperial 
crown  of  crowns,  the  ineffable  glory  of  his  effential 
Deity :  the  crown  likewife  of  his  perfonal  gtory  :  and 
having  the  crown  of  his  divine  mediatorfiiip  fet  upon 
his  royal  head  :  being  likewife  Crowned  by  all  the 
redeemed  there,  who  call  down  their  crowns  before 
him,  crying,  7hou  art  worthy. 

Believers,  how  are  your  hearts  afFefted  towar(is 
our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift?  Are  you  ready  with  your 
fong  of  praife  to  the  viCiorious  triumphant  Lamb? 
I  remember  when  I  had  a  very  fmall  knowledge  of, 
and  acquaintance  with  this  matchlefs  Prince  of  peace, 
it  did  my  heart  good  to  confider  how  perfeftly  well- 
beloved  Chrift  is,  by  the  hofts  of  heaven,  the  congre- 
gation above.  And  fay,  are  there  not  fon^e  of  you, 
who,  though  w^eak  indeed  in  the  knowledge  of  the 
divine  glories,  royalties,  and  excellencies  of  our  incar- 
nate God,  Jefus  the  Saviour,  yet  defire  to  love  him, 
and  can  heartily  rejoice  that  others  love  him  ?  Be 
affured,  beloved,  if  this  is  the  cafe  with  any  of  you, 
it  is  an  evidence  of  real  grace  in  your  hearts.  For  if 
you  defire  to  love  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  above  all 
things  vifible  and  invifible,  thefe  defires  come  from 
the  Spirit  of  God,  and  it  is  an  infallible  fign  that  the 
Holy   Spirit  has  wrought   a  work  of  grace  in  your 
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fouls;  and  you  fliould  learn  to  praife  the  Lord  for 
it;  and  thank  and  adore  him  for  any  defire  you  have 
after  and  towards  the  blefled  Jefus.  You  will  find' 
your  fpiritual  defires  increafing,  as  the  Holy  Spirit 
is  pleafed  to  lead  you  on,  and  give  you  more  ac- 
quaintance with  the  love,  grace,  and  glory  of  Chrift. 
And  whoever  longs  to  love  our  Lord  Jefus  more 
fervently,  cannot  take  a  better  method  than  to  attend 
to  this  fong  of  praife  offered  up  by  the  ten  thou/and 
times  ten  tboufand^  and  tboufands  of  tlmfands  unto 
him.  It  will  caufe  them  to  pray  for  more  ardent 
defires  and  fpiritual  affeflions  to  the  Lamb;  and  as 
they  attend  to  the>  fong  offered  up  by  this  innu- 
merable hoft,  it  will  iiifpire  them  with  devotion,  grati- 
tude, and  praife.  And  here  I  would  obferve,  that 
the  angels  praife  Chrift  in  heaven  for  his  great  work 
of  redemption :  and  though  they  cannot  fay  as  the 
church  of  eleft  men  do,  Tbau  haft  redeemed  us  unto 
God  by  thy  bloody  yet  they  blefs  him  for  what  he  hath 
done  for  us.  It  would  be  a  bleiling,  firs,  if  you 
would  follow  the  angels  in  this ;  and  if  you  cannot 
fay  at  prefent,  Cbrift  loved  me^  and  gave  bimfelf  for 
mey  yet  blefs  him  that  there  are  millions  of  millions 
of  your  fallow  mortals  of  mankind  finners  for  whom 
Chrill  died,  and  who  will  be  with  Chrifl  for  ever  and 
even  •  I  fay,  learn  to  praife  the  Lamb  for  his  mod 
precious  blood-fhedding,  for  his  death,  and  for  all 
the  benefits  of  it ;  and  you  will  find  it  to  be  a  bleffed 
way  and  means  of  rendering  Chrift  precious  unto  yoxxt 
fouls.  And  indeed,  you  who  are  believers,  though 
you  may  be  weak  in  faith,  yet  you  have  all  the  reafon 
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ta  praife'Chrift  that  can  be  given  you,  and  by  yotfif 
excrcifingyourfclyes  in  this  great  work,  your  heartt^ 
will  be  inflamed  with  frefh  h>ye  to  the  moft  aidorable 
Iknnianuel.  It  was  the  admiration  and  joy  of  angeb, 
to'  behold  the  Lamb  that-  was  (km  in  the  midft  of  the 
throne^  Although  he  took  not  on  him  their  nature^ 
but  ours,  and'  entered  heaven  as  the  fore-runner  and 
rfcprefentative  of  us,  yet  they  had  (heir  fbng  rready  td 
i^lcom^  him  irfto  the  heaven  of  heavens.  All  theif 
gt>lden  harps*  were  now  employed  to  found  Imma« 
nUel's  praifeS)  and  to  admire  and  adore  his  matchle& 
I^ve  and  infinite  gface^  This  was  a  ^rand  fblemnity 
indeed !  O  that  this  coronation^  of  ow?  Lord  Jefus' 
Ghrifl  may  affeB  our  hearts^  and  fill  •  our  fouls  with 
perpetual  praife  unity  him  thai  lovedr  us^  and  wafibei  us 
fnfn  out  fins  i^  bis  awn  bloody  and  hath  made  us  kings  and 
pYieJis  unlQ  God  <ind  his  Father;^  to  him  b^ glory  anddotm- 
nion  for  ever  and  ever.    Ameny 

Believers,  on  this  occafitm  it  well  becomes  you  ta 
be  ready  with  your  fongof  praife  to  yoiir  crowned 
Slaviour,  who*  wears  and  bears  all  the  enfign*  of 
niajefty  and  honour,  the  incomriiunicable  infignia  of 
Godlike  fplei^ouT  and  royaltyi  He  has  upon  hid 
head  th(fc  crown  of  crowns :  he-  has  in  his  hand  tkc 
fceptre-of  righteoufnefs,  which  he  holds  forth  to  us> 
and  the  motto  of  it  is,  tVhofoeVer  will^  let  him  takr 
the  ivater  of  life  freely,'  His  •  mediatorial  tbmne^ 
oh  which  he  is  cfiabMfhQdy  i&  as  f^di  daj^s  of  beavenj 
and  it  is  a  throne,  of  grace  atvd  mercy.-  lie  fits  off 
itj  to  denote  that  he  ha^  finifhed  th^  work  Of  falva* 
tion;     The  very  crown  upon  bis  h^ad^  is  aivafivtraaor 
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of  everlafting  life  to  all  his  people.  For  theglorieg 
of  it  would  fade,  were  he  not  to  bring  all  his  eleft  to 
eternal  glory.  ,  Yea,  they  will  be  as  fo  many  fparJci^ 
ling  jewels  in  his  mediatory  crown.  I  may  well  cry 
out,  Ggforth^  Oye  daughters  ofZion^  and  behold  King  Soldr 
mon  with  the  crown  wherewith  bis  mother  crowned  him  in 
the  day  of  his  e/poufals^  and  in  the  day  of  the  gladnefs  of  his 
heart.  We  have  an  high  Prieft,  who  is  fat  down  on  the 
right  hand  of  the  throne  of  the  Majefty  iii  the  hea- 
vens ;  who  is  the  brightnefs  of  the  Father's  glory,  and 
the  exprefs  image  of  his  perfon :  in  whom  his  foul 
delighteth  :  who  is  the  admiration  of  angels,  the  glory 
of  the  heavenly  hofts,  and  the  objeft  of  their  perpetual 
praife. 

Which  brings  me  to  my  fecond  particular,  the 
praife  which  is  here  given  to  the  worthy  Lamb. 
The  ten  iboufand  times  ten  thoufand^  and  thoufands  of 
iboufands^  are  faying  "with  a  loud  voice^  Worthy  is 
the  Lamb  that  was  Jlain^  to  receive  power ^  and  riches^ 
and  wifdom^  aud  Jlrength^  and  honour^  and  glory ^  and 
hlefftng.  ^  Here  is  a  fevenfpld  a£l  of  praife  given  by 
them  to  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  which  they  acknow^ 
.ledge  him  to  be  worthy  of.  ^  It  is  expreffive  of  their 
^roDg  defires  to  give  him,  as  far  as  in  them  lieth,  and 
Co  the  uttermoft  of  their  abilities,  the  glory  due  to  bis 
mod  excellent  Majefty.  They  attribute  unto  him 
power,  riches,  ftrength,  wifdom,  honour,  glory,  blef- 
fing.  Of  thefe  irt  their  order..  And,  firft,  let  us 
obferve  the  manner  in  which  this  innumerable  hofi 
^fier  up  their  praifes  to  the  Lamb  of  God ;  it  b  wUb 
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a  toad  voice^  which  is  expreffive  of  their  zeal>  and  alfo 
of  the  fervour  of  their  afFedion  to  Chrift.  Now  it 
was,  that  Jefus  wasjeen  of  angels.  They  beheld  him 
as  the  only  begotten  of  the  Father^  and  hy  feeing  him  to 
be  the  Son  of  God,  (which  no  one  of  them  was)  as 
foon  as  he  comes  to  heaven,  they  all  fall  down  and 
worfhip  him.  He  being  received  up  into  glory  amidft 
their  united  acclamations^  they  cry,  fVortky  is  ibe 
Lamb.  They  had  worfhipped  him  as  their  Creator 
and  King,  ever  fince  they  received  their  being  and 
cxiftence  from  him :  they  beheld  hiqa,  when  bom  of  a 
virgin,  and  worfhipped  him  as  the  Lord  of  hofts  :  they 
had  feen  him  in  the  wildernefs  of  Judea,  when  tempted 
by  the  devil:  they  beheld  him  in  his  forrows,  fut 
ferings,  and  agony  in  the  garden ;  and  one  of  them 
was  employed  to  comfort  him  :  they  faw  him  at  his 
refurre&ion,  when  be  was  declared  thereby  to  be  the 
Son  of  God  with  power :  they  attended  him  in  bis 
afcenfion  from  earth  to  heaven ;  but  they  never  beheld 
him  fhine  forth  in  all  his  infinite,  effential,  uncreated 
glories,  and  in  his  mediatorial  fplendour  and  majefty^ 
as  he  did  upon  his  entrance  into  heaven,  and  on  his 
feflion  at  the  right  hand  of  the  Father.  Now  he  was 
feen^by  all  the  heavenly  hoft  as  God-man.  In  whom, 
and  by  whom,  all  the  blaze  of  Deity — the  whole  ful- 
nefs  of  the  Godhead,  was  to  (hine  forth  and  be  mani- 
fefted  throughout  eternity.  And  upon  this  fight  of 
him  they  cry,  IVorthy  is  the  Lamb  that  was  Jhun^  /» 
receive  power^  and  riches^  and  wifdom^  and  firength^  and 
honour^  and  glory ^  and  blejjing.  To  praife  him  as  the 
JLamb  that  was  flain^  an^  celebrate  #the  virtue  and 
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efficacy  of  his  fufFerings  and  death,  and  to  acknow- 
ledge him  worthy  of  glory  and  honour  upon  diat 
account,  yea,  worthy  of  all  this  glory  of  fitting  at 
the  right  hand  of  God;  this  is  grace  in  its  higheft 
perfe6lion,  as  dra\^n  forth  in  the  higheft  heavens. 
A  view  of  which  is  heart-reviving,  and  foul-inflaming. 
And  here  is  the  quinteflence  of  gra,ce  as  exercifed  in 
glory  by  the  eleft  angels,  who  ijiceffantly  cry  to  the 
honour  of  the  flaughtered  Lamb,  Holy^  boly^  holy  is 
J  he  Lord  of  bojlsj  the  whole  earth  is  full  of  bis  glory ^ 
It  iDay  be  here,  as  in  its  proper  place,  neceffary  to 
obferyc,  that  Chrift's  perfonal  worth  as  God,  by 
eflential  union  with  the  Father  and  the  Holy  Ghoft 
in  the  ineffable,  incomprehenfible  effence,  is  the  foun- 
dation of  all  his  mediatorial  glories.  But  then  it  muft 
be  declared  and  remembered,  that  his  mediatorial 
glories  add  nothing  to  his  eflential  glory.  He  is  the 
obje£l  of  faith,  love,  hope,  and  worfliip,  as  God- 
man,  Mediator,  henCe  they  cry,  IVortby  is  the  hamb 
that  wasjlain^  to  receive  power.  They  attribute  pcfwer 
to  him ;  Chrift,  as  Mediator,  having  power  and  au- 
thority  over  all  worlds,  beings,  and  things,  and  this 
is  one  of  his  mediatorial  prerogatives.  All  power 
(lays  he)  is  given  unto  vie  in  hecwen  and  in  earth. 
This  belongs  unto  him  as  the  everlafting  and  almighty 
God ;  and  as  the  Saviour  and  Redeemer  of  his  peo- 
ple, he  is  mighty  to  fave  from  (in,  Satan,  death,  and 
hell.  And  he  is  alfo  mighty  to  defend,  fupport,  an(J 
preferve  his  chofen  ones.  He  is  a  mighty  interceflbr 
and  advocate  in  heaven  for  them.  He  is  worthy  to 
receive  the  praife  of  all  the  power  he  hath  put  forth, 
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and  manifefted  in  the  falvation  of  his  faints.  He  is 
worthy  to  receive  riches :  which  may  well  be  afcribed 
unto  him.  Porhe  is  rich  with  all  the  pcrfeClion  of 
effcntial  effence ;  and  he  has,  as  God-man,  Mediator, 
in  his  fulnefs,  all  the  riches  of  grace  and  glory.  In 
him  are  bid  all  the  ireafures  ofwifdom  and  knowledge; 
and  his  gofpel  contaihs  unfearchable  riches.  He  has 
all  the  riches  of  heaven  and  earth  at  his  own  difpofal. 
All  things  are  Chrift's.  Riches  of  grace,  knowledge, 
and  glory — all  are  his.  He  is  worthy  to  receive  mj- 
dom^  i.  e,  he  is  worthy  to  receive  all  the  praife  of 
the  infinite  wifdom  which  fhines  forth  in  him,  and  hath 
teen  manifefied  by  him ;  and  his  wifdorh  and  under- 
ftanding  are  unfearchable.  He  knows  all  the  heart 
of  God;  all  his  eternal  counfels  and  defigns*  He  is 
wifdom  itfelf,  for  he  is  ibe  only  wife  God^  the  authdr 
and  fountain,  giver  and  maintainer  of  all  wifdoiD, 
natural  and  fpiritual.  As  Mediator,  all  the  treafures. 
of  it  are  held  in  him,  and  the  Spirit  ofwifdom  andun- 
derftanding  refls  upon  him.  He  \%  the  power  of  God-* 
and  the  wijdom  of  God^  the  revealer  thereof  to  his  church 
and  people.  He  hsLsJfren^th  likewife  attributed  unto 
him,  which  he  has  fhewn  and  manifefted  in  making  the 
world,  and  in  fiipporting  all  things  in  heaven  and  earth, 
by  the  word  of  his  power.  And  he  has  fhewn  it  in 
favihg  and  redeeming  his  peppTe,  and  in  fubduing  his, 
^nd  all  their  enemies.  Honour  is  likewife  afcribed  and 
rendered  unto  him ;  and  this  is  his  due  as  God,  Son 
of  God,  and  as  God-man,  Mediator,  who  is  crowned 
with  glory  and  honour.  Glory  is  alfo  attributed  unto 
him :   his  effential,  perConal,  and  mediatorial  glory 
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and  excellency  are  all  afcribed  to,  and  given  by  them 
unto  him.  And  hlejjing  is,  and  ought  moft  juftly  to 
be  given  unto  him,  for  he  is  over  all^  God  blejfed  for 
ever.  Avien. — The  ever  blcfTed  God,  the  fountain  of 
blcffedners :  in  whom  the  faints  are  blefled  with  all 
fpiritual  bleffings.  ^Thus  tjiey  worfhip  Chrift,  and 
praife  the  worthy  Lamb.  May  the  Holy  Ghoft  add 
his  blefling,  and  follow  with  his  influence  and  energy 
what  hath  been  delivered  unto  you,  and  make  you  of 
one  heart  and  foul,  with  faints  and  angels  in  glory, 
that  you  may  moft  heartily  join  them  in  making 
melody  in  your  hearts  to  the  Lord.     Amen^ 
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SERMON    XVI. 


On  the  Intercession  of  the  Holv 

Spirit  in  Prayer. 


Romans,  Chap.  viii.  Ver,  26,  27. 

IJkewtfe  the  Spirit  alfo  helpetb  our  infirmities :  for  v:t 
know  not  what  we  Jhould  fray  for  as  we  ought :  but 
the  Spirit  itfelf  tnaketh  intercejjion  for  us  with  groam'n^s 
which  cannot  be  uttered.  And  be  that  fearcbetb  the 
hearts  knoweth^  zvhat  is  the  mind  of  the  Spirit^  beccuife 
be  maketb  interceffton  for  the  faints^  according  to  the  will 
$f  God. 

UPON  reading  thefe  words  to  you,  it  may  be 
naturally  fuppofed  that  I  am  going  to  difcoiirfe 
upon  that  great  and  important  duty,  the  ordinance  of 
prayer  :  in  the  right  difcharge  of  which,  believers  enjoy 
much  holy  fellowffiip  with  the  Lord,  and  at  times,  much 
of  the  divine  prefence.  Perhaps,  there  is  no  child  of 
God  but  finds  himfelf,  through  the  darknefs  and  igno- 
rance which  befet  him  in  the  prefent  ftate,  moi*e  or 
lefs  diftrefiTed  aad  difcouraged  in  his  approaches  to 
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the  throne  of  grace.  To  pray  aright,  in  faith,  and  in 
the  Holy  Ghoft,  is  beyond  all  the  power  of  nature. 
Prayer  is  the  breath  of  the  new-born  foul,  of  the  foul 
which  is  born  of  God ;  yea,  it  is  the  breathing  of  the 
Spirit  of  God  wWch  is  in  him.  To  affift  your  minds, 
and  to  lay  before  you  the  concern  of  the  Spirit  of 
Chrift  in  prayer;  to  fhew  you  how  he  helps  the 
(aims,  and  enables  them  to  offer  up  their  petitions 
with  energy,  and  in  a  manner  acceptable  unto  thcf 
Lord,  is  my  end  in  view,  and  my  defign  in  propofing 
to  treat  upon  the  Scripture  now  before,  us.  May  the 
Lord  be  pleafed  moft  gracioufly  to  affift  me  in  fpeak- 
ing,  and  you  in  hearing,  that  the  whole  may  tend  to 
our  mutual  profit  and  edification,  and  to  his  glory. 
From  what  I  have  premifed  you  will  obferve,  that  I 
am  not  going  to  fpeak  concerning  prayer  as  a  moral 
duty  or  a6l,  binding  upon  all  mankind,  in  which  they 
do  by  it  acknowledge  their  entire  dependence  upoji 
the  Lord  for  life,  and  breath,  and  all  things ;  it 
becoming  them,  as  rational  creatures,  to  adore,  ad- 
mire, and  praife  Jehovah  for  all  the  bounties  of 
his  providence  towards  them :  the  negleft  of  this  is 
their  fin ;  and  the  obfervance  of  it  is  their  bounden 
duty  and  fervice.  ^  This,  I  fay,  is  not  my  fubjeft ; 
nor  does  my  concern  lay  with  fuch  at  this  time.  But 
my  fubjeft,  text,  and  bufinefs,  lay  with,  and  concern 
the  children  of  the  moft  high  God ;  who  are  born 
again  of  the  Spirit — made  partakers  of  a  divine  na- 
ture— have  the  love  of  God  manifefted  unto  them — 
and  the  love  of  God  fhed  abroad  in  their  hearts :  who 
love  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  in  fincerity  and  truth,  and 
defire   to  have  their  daily  converfation  with  him. 
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Such  perfoDS  feel  .their  fpiritual  infirmities;  and  fodid 
Paul,  and  the  faints  at  Rome,  and  this  is  the  cordial 
Jie  hath  to  comfort  them  with.  Ukewife  the  Spirit 
alfo  helpeib  our  infirfnities :  for  we  know  not  what  tey 
fiould  pray  for  as  we  ought :  hut  the  Spirit  itfelf  maketb 
intercejjion  for  us  with  groanings  which  cannot  be  uttered. 
And  be  that.fearcheih  the  heart s^  knoweth  what  is  the 
mind  of  the  Spirit^  hecaufe  he  maketb  intercejjionfor  the 
faints^ '  according  to  the  will  of  God.  I'he  truths  con- 
tained in  thefe  words,  being  more  precious  and  valu- 
"able  than  the  gold  of  Ophir,  J  will  endeavour  to 
divide  the  fubjeft  thus. 

Firft,  by  confidering  the  infirmities  of  the  faints, 
and  their  not  knowing  what  they  Ihould  pray  for  as 
ihey  ought. 

Secondly,  how  the  Holy  Spirit  helpeth  them.  7& 
Spirit  itfelf  maketb  inter ceffion  for  us  with  groanings  which 
eannot  be  uttered. 

Thirdly,  how  acceptable  this  is 'to  God.  And  be 
that  fearcheth  the  hearts^  knoweth  what  is  the  mind  oftbi 
Spirit^  becaufe  he  maketb  inter ceffton  for  the  faints^  accord^ 
ing  to  the  will  of  God. 

Or,  if  this  divifion  does  not  feem  fo  eafy  as  you 
might  wifh,  take  it  thus  :  here  is,  firft,  our  infuffici- 
ency  to  pray  without  the  Spirit.  Secondly,  the  Spi- 
rit's fufficiency  to  quicken  and  dire6l  us  in  prayer,  and 
that,  both  as  it  refpeQs  manner  and  matter.  As  for 
the  manner,  it  is  with  groanings  which  cannot  be  ut- 
tered. As  to  the  matter,  it  is  according  to  the  will 
of  God.  Choofe  which  divifion  you  plcafe,  I  fhall 
^ndeavour  to  preferve  all  that  is  contained  in  both  in 
my  expofition  on  the  words  before  us. 
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1  propbfed,  as  the  lirft  particular,  to*  confider  thi' 
Infirmities  of  the  faints,- thofe  which  Paul's  eye  was* 
upon,  and  which  attend  th^m  in  th6  ex'ercife  oFpfiyer.* 
Likewije  the  Spirit  alfo  bdpeth'our  infirmiliis:fot'we 
know  not  what  wi  Jhould  pray  fit  as  we  ou^t :  which 
manifeftly  points  out  our  infufficiency  to  pray  'without' 
the  Spirit.  The  Spirit  of  God  dwells  as' a  life-grviiig^' 
ajid  life-maintaining  Spitit  rn  aVl  thb  faihti.  Hfe  abides^ 
in  them  as  a  Spirit  of-  regeneration  arid'*(an£lfficatferir' 
and  as  the  Spirit  of  God  and  of  glory,  h^  rfefteth  iijJonr' 
them.  Notwithftanding  which,  the  people  of  God^: 
all  of  them,  more  oi^  left^  have  their  naturaV^  finful^' 
and  fpi ritual  weakneflcs  and  infirmities  in  this  life;' 
They  are  not  indeed  all  eiqually  and  alike  wtekandf' 
infirm.  Some  are  weaker  in  knowledge,  faith,  anti* 
experience,  than  others.  Some  are  more  eaflly  drawn 
afide  through  corruption  and  temtrtatrort  than  others*  ^ 
Some  have  lefs '  giftfe  in  prayer  than  oth^s;  yet  alt ' 
have  their' infirriiTties.  They  hare*  Satan's  tempbi-^ 
tionis  to  refift,  their  own  internal' concupifcente  anil ^* 
corruptions  to  deny*  and  oppofe,  and  have  thfcir  par- 
ticular Weakheffes  and  infirmities  attending  them' in ' 
the '  difchatge  of  duty,  and  in  their  datily  walk  with  ^ 
God.  Thefe,  td  their  grief,  they  find  will  attend  the\n^ 
before,  in^  and  after  prayer.  Siich  a  burden  afe  itv-' 
dwelling  fin,  coldnefs  of  heart,  and  want  of  ferve'rit* 
love  to  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  their  natural  bade-' 
wslrdnfefs  to  pray,  and'  the  de^dhefs  and  diffraftTorf? 
which  fometitncs  befet  them  in  the  difcharge  of  dte* 
pHvifege'arid  duty  of  prayer,  that  they  wdtffd  inevf-^ 
ta'bly  fink  -with  fouf-diftrefs,  and  faint  in  their  minefei'" 
did  not  the  Spirit  help  their  infirmities.  By  the  Spirit, 


334    0*  ^^  htercfffion  of  the  IMy  Spins  m  Pra^. 

is  not  meant  the  Spirit  of  prayer  in  us^  or  the  gift  of 
the  Spirit  in  prayer,  but  the  Holy  Spirit  of  God  him* 
felf,  who  helpeth  faints,  by  drawing  forth  into  a£i  and 
cxercifey  their  faith,  hope,  and  love,  upon  our  Lord 
Jefus  Chrift;  bringing  home  to  their  memories  the 
precious  truths  and  promifes  of  God's  word;  flied- 
ding  abroad  the  love  of  God  in  their  hearts;  asking 
the  part  of  a  comforter  to  them,  and  by  ftrengthening 
them  with  ftrength  in  their  fouls.  He  aflifts  them  in 
a  very  particular  manner  in  prayer,  gives  them  a  feel- 
ing fenfe  of  their  wants,  teaches  them  their  conftant 
need  of  Ghrift,  fends  them  to  the  throne  with  outcries 
for  grace  and  mercy  to  help  them  in  every  time  of 
need^  and  makes  them  importunate  with  their  heavenly 
Father,  that  they  may  receive  and  obtain  ihe  bleffingi 
which  they  defire  of  him.  The  people  of  God  cannot 
pray  without  the  Spirit ;  they  are  quite  infufficient  of 
themfelves  for  this  glorious,  divine,  and  heavenly  ex- 
ercife.  Prayer  is  an  inftituted  means  of  grace,  whereby 
the  foul  converfes  with  God,  Father,  Son,  and  Holy 
Ghoft,  in  which  his  people  at  times  have  a£lual  fel- 
lowfhip  with  the  Father  in  his  love,  with  the  Son 
in  his  falvation,  by  the  grace  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 
And  the  eternal  Three  likewife  converfe  with  faints 
herein ;  fo  that  the  principal  communion  which  be- 
lievers have  this  fide  glory,  with  the  Three  which 
bear  record  in  heaven,  is  chiefly  in  the  ordinances  of 
prayer  and  praife :  this  being  the  very  defign  of  it» 
that  the  Lord's  regenerated  and  called  ones  fiiould 
breathe  out  their  defires  after  him,  make  known  their 
vants  unto  him,  and  find,  by  blelfed  experience^  that 
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it  is  good  to  draw  nigh  unto  God.  Real  faints  are 
infufficient  of  themfelves,  without  the  facred  agency, 
and  energy  of  the  divine  Spirit,  for  this  heavenly  exer- 
cife,  feeing  they  know  not  what  they  Jhould  pray  for  as 
they  ought.  This,  however,  has  not  a  reference  fo  much 
to  fpiritual  as  temporal  things.  The  child  of  God  bath 
in  the  written  word,  a  blefled  direflory  for  prayer : 
follow  him  to  the  throne,  and  you  will  find  him  pray 
agreeably  to  his  prefent  cafe  and  experience  :  if  under 
the  hidings  of  the  Lord's  countenance^  he  will  beg  for 
it  to  be  lifted  up  upon  him :  if  under  prefent  guilt  and 
diftrefs,  he  will  pray  for  difcovcrics  and  manifeftations 
of  pardoning  mercy :  if  iniquities  prevail,  he  will  pray 
to  Chrift  to  put  forth  his  power  to  fubdue  them :  if 
in  trouble  through  manifold  temputions,  he  will  be 
entreating  the  Lord  to  be  with  him  in  the  hour  of 
temptation,  and  make  a  way  for  his  efcape.  Spiri- 
tual bleflings,  fuch  as  communion  with  God,  enlarge* 
nient  of  heart  heavenward,  and  fpiritual  alacrity  to 
run  with  delight  the  way  of  Cod's  commandment^! 
are  the  principal  things  requefted.  So  that  here,  as 
we  (hall  fee  before  we  conclude,  the  believing  people 
of  God,  are  not  fo  inuch  at  a  lofs  ^bout  what  they 
fliould  pray  for  refpefting  their  fouls,  a«-  they  are  for 
what  belongs  unto,  and  hath  refp^Gt  ip  .(heiir  ;emp,oral 
concerns.  Under  peculiar  difftif^fatio;is;  j>f ^j(iiTi9<5 
Providence  towards  them,  when  exerci(^d?^wi^f^.b9dily 
a£Bi6iion,  fuch  as  ficknefs,  poverty,  and  outward  dif* 
trefs,  they,  not  knowing  clearly  the  mind  and  will  of 
their  heavenly  Father  herein,  nor  his  end  and  defign 
by  them,  are  at  a  lofs  to  know  what  to  pray,  for, 
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whether  for  deliverance  froni  it,  or  for  a-fanQified 
ufe  of  affliftiori,  and  a'  refigned  ^^•ill  to  their  hea- 
venly Father*s  pleafure  with  and  towards  them.  They 
are  not  capable  of  judging  for  themfelves,  nor  know 
which  would  b^  beft  for  them,  a  ftate  of  profperity  or 
adverfity ;  riches  or  poverty ;  freedom  from  tempta- 
tions, or  to  be'  tried  with  them.  The  Lord's  people 
are  not  ignorant  that  God  is  the  objeQ;  of  prayer; 
arid  that  Jehovah,  in  his  divine  perfons,  is  to  be 
addrefled,  and  his  divine  perfeSioris  celebrated. 
They  are  brought  by  the  Holy  Spirit  to  approach  the 
divine  perfons  in  their  covenant  offices ;  to  know  the 
Lord  their  God;  to  love  him  for  his  great  love 
wherewith  he  hath  loved  them,  of  which  he  hath  given 
them  this  furprifing  inftance,  the  gift  of  his  only  be- 
gotten Son  to  be  the  propitiation  for  their  fins.  Under 
the  teaching  of  the  Spirit,  they  approach  the  throne  of 
grace,  to  call  upon  the  God  and  Father  of  our  Lord 
Jefu^  Chrift;  and  under  the  fame  teaching  they  arc 
enabled  to  come  into  his  prefence  in  the  name,  perfon, 
righteoufnefs,  and  atonement  of  God's  beloved  Son, 
\n1i6  is  coequal  and  coeternal  with  the  Father  and  the 
Spirit,  the  dll-glorious  Mediator  of  his  church  and 
pSople/TKefafccefs' which  they  have  to  the  Father  in 
tHef  Sony  ^ithrdujjhthc^ grace  of  the  eternal  Spirit.  He 
d\<*4f Mn  bfelfeVyf s,  ^ItM  confecrates  their  hearts  for  the 
cnj'o|5^^* bf*f^i?)wfhip  with  the  Father  and  the  Son; 
He  is  fent  from  the  Father  and  the  Son,  and  beftowed ' 
by  them  upon  believers,  as  the  Spirit  of  gt^ace  and  (f 
fupplications  ;  he  is  the  breather  of  all  fpiritual  life  into 
thfeioi ;  ihe  afts  the  p^rt  of  a  mdft  gracious  Comforter 
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and  Advocate  in  them;  leads  them  to  feekthe  Lord; 
inflrufis  and  counfels  them  in  what  thiey  fliould  pray 
for ;  gives  them  at  times  holy  liberty  and  boldnefs  ; 
leads  them  into  fuch  yievrs  and  difcbverics  of  the 
Father*s  love  towards  them  in  his  dear  S&n,  and  give's 
them  in  prayer  fuch  rich  enjoyment  of  it,  that  they 
can  fay,  Truly  our  felhwjhip  is  with  the  Father^  and 
with  bis  Son  Jefus  Chrijl. 

I  go  on,  and  proceed  to  my  fecond  particular,  how 
the  Holy  Spirit  helpeth  the  faints,  and  his  fufficiency  to 
quicken  and  direft  in  prayer.  The  Spirit  it/elf  maketb 
intercejjion  for  us  with  groanings  which  cannot  be  uttered. 
Kjdd  is  a  Spirit^  and  they  that  worjhip  him^  muji  worjhip  him 
infpirit  and  in  truth.  All  the  faculties  of  the  foul  are  to 
be  engaged,  and  the  whole  mind  fhould  be  emplpyed 
in  it.  JVe  are^  faith  Paul,  of  the  circumcijion^  which 
^uo&rjbip  pod  in  the  Spirit.  Worfliip  is  a  fpiritual  aft* 
It  is  the  offering  up  the  inward  defires  of  our  fouls 
to  the  Lord.  It  is  plainly  and  precifely  a  fpiritual 
breathing  after  God  :  and  by  it  may  be  known  what 
the  Lord  hath  done  for  our  fouls.  It  confifts  not  fo 
much  in  words  and  modes  of  expreffion,  as  in  ftrong 
defires  and  vehement  breathings  after  communion 
with  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  and  the  Father  in  him. 
Many  a  poor  faint  is  troubled  becaufe  he  cannot  find 
words  to  exprefs  his  defires  in  prayer  to  the  Lord :  he 
thinks  it  is  not  prayer,  becaufe  not  performed  in  that 
excellent  way,  in  which  fome  believers  difcharge  it# 
It  js  n^oft  certainly  a  blefling,  when  public  perfohs 
can  take  in  the  various  cafes  of  thofe  they  pray  for# 
I  fpeak  not  therefore  againft  gifts  and  enlargements  in 
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prayer :  but  let  none  who  love  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrill, 
l)e  difcouraged  becaufe  they  poflefs  not  gifts  in  fo  great 
a  degree.     Beloved !  real  prayer,  inwrought  prayer, 
arifing  from  the  breathing  of  the  Spirit  of  God  in  the 
heart,  is  a  very  fimple  thing.    To  give  an  inftance  or 
example  :  Are  there  not  fome  of  you,  who  go  to  God 
in  prayer?  and  yet  at  times,  it  may  be,  this  is. your 
cafe,  you  cannot  pray — you  feel  hardnefs  of  heart,  but 
you  mourn  over  it.     You  feel  your  inability  to  pray, 
but  you  groan  upon  the   account  of  it.     You  feel 
gcmr  want  of  the  Lord's  gracious  prefence,  and  your 
delires,  though  you  do  not  at  prefent  enjoy  the  blef- 
fing,  are  ardent,  and  vehement.     This,  little  as  you 
think  of  it,  is  real  prayer.     Your  fecret  defires  after 
God  ;  your  earneft  longing  for  his  gracious  prefence; 
your  mourning  becaufe  you  do  not  enjoy  more  com- 
munion with  God,  are  the  bleffed  fruits  and  effe£ls  of 
the  Holy  Spirit's  dwelling  in  you.     Let  me  tel^  you, 
there  is  no  fpiritual  defire  in  your  fouls,  but  God  is 
well  plcafed  with.     He  reads  your  hearts,  obfervcs 
what  you  groan  and  long  for;  and  he  hath  faid,  ^ 
defire  of  the  righteous  fhall  he  granted.     But  let  us  more 
particularly  attend  to  this, — how  the  Spirit  helpeththc 
faints  in  prayer,  and  his  fufficiency  to  quicken  and 
direO;  us  in  the  difcharge  of  it.     As  it  is  his  one  great 
and  principal  work  and  office  in  us,  to  teach  us  expe- 
rimentally our  fpiritual  wants,  fo  he  leads  us  to  feek 
to  the  Lord  to  relieve  them.     He  teacheth  us  that,// 
f  leafed  the  Father^  that  in  him  (the  word  made  flefli) 
Jljpuld  all  fulnefs  dwell.     And  that,  out  of  hisfulnefs  tof 
arexp  receive  grace  for  grace :  that  the  Father  gives, 
Chrift  difpenfes,  and  in  believing,  we  receive  the 
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bleffings,  of  grace  which  are  freely  given  unto  us  of 
God.  That  for  all  thefe  bleffings,  the  Lord  will  be 
fought  unto  by  us ;  and  in  our  feeking  him,  he  hath 
promifcd  to  renew  our  fpiritual  ftrength.  That  his 
word  of  promife  is  our  warrant  for  expefling  to  receive 
what  we  need.  Thus  .the  Holy  Spirit  deals  gracioufly 
with  us,  fliewing  us  our  wants,  and  giving  us  to  feel 
them ;  in  order  that  he  may  beget  in  our  hearts  fuit- 
able  defires  to  have  our  wants  fupplied.  Ajid  he 
prefents  to  our  view,  opens  to  our  underftandings, 
and  brings  home  to  our  hearts,  fome  exceedingly 
fuitable  promife,  exaflly  agreeable  to  our  prefenj 
flate  and  cafe,  and  by  his  fecret  and  divine  teaching,' 
encourages  us  to  plead  it  with  the  Lord,  and  to  pray 
it  over,  thereby  ftrengthening  our  expeftations,  and 
encouraging  our  hope  in  God.  You  that  are  truly 
praying  perfons,  have  often  found  it  thus  with  you : 
when  you  have  fir  ft  engaged  in  prayer,  you  have  at 
times  found  little  life  or--  comfort  coming  into  your 
fouls  in  it ;  but  before  you  have  finifhed,  the  blefled 
Spirit  hath  quickened  you,  by  giving  you  fuch  thoughts 
of  the  love,  grace,  and  mercy  of  God,  as  have  lifted 
you  off  from  yourfelves,  and  carried  you  up  in  faith 
and  meditation  withip  the  vail.  You  will  find  it 
neceflary  to  obferve,  what  dealings  your  fouls  have 
with  God  in  prayer,  and  how  your  hearts  arc  engaged 
with  him  in  it,  and  drawn  towards  him  :  for  as  you  are 
with  God  in  prayer,  fo  you  will  be  more  or  lefs  in  all 
your  other  fpiritual  exercifes.  ^Sometimes  you  are 
particularly  engaged  with  the  Lord,  entreating  him  to 
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difcover  his  love  unto  you,  and  he  anfwers  it  this 
way:  the  Holy  Spirit,  while  you  are  thus  praying, 
gives  you  fuch  thoughts  and  views  of  it,  and  raifes  your 
apprehenfions  concerning  it  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  you 
cannot  exprefs  them,  becaufe  you  find  in  your  own  ex- 
perience, that  it  furpafleth  all  underftanding.     So  it  is 
alfo  at  particular  feafons  when  you  are  bewailing  the 
fmfulnefs  of  (in,  and  imploring  a  difcovering  fight  of 
pardoning  grace  and  mercy,  the  Holy  Spirit  is  pleafed 
to  prefent  to  your  mind,  and  bring  to  your  reraem- 
brance,  fuch  blefled  declarations  of  mercy  in  the  word, 
as  fiH  your  hearts  with,  holy  hope  in  the  Lord.  I  add, 
this  is  the  caufe  why  you  have  at  fome  feafons,  and  in 
feme  parts  of  prayer,  more  liberty,  boldnefs,  and  en- 
largement of  heart ;  it  is  becaufe  the  Spirit  is  pleafed  to 
give  you  direft  and  immediate  communion  with  God  in 
Chrift.     Thus,  the  Holy  Spirit  quickens  believers  in 
prayer,  draws  up  their  hearts  unto  the  Lord,  divinely 
breathes  upon  their  fouls,  and  direfts  them  in  it ;  by 
which  they  fometimes  know  more  of  their  heavenly 
Father's  love,  and  of  the  perfon,  work,  and  offices  of 
their  Lord  and  Saviour,  than  by  any  other  means. 
'The  Holy  Spirit  falls  in  a  very  abundant^manncr, 
upon  his  people,  at  times,  when  engaged  in  'prayer: 
fometimes,  at  the  beginning,  at  other  times,  in  the 
middle,  or  at  the  conclufion.     And  let  me  give  yoa 
who  are  the  people  of  God  this  hint :  when  this  i$ 
the  cafe,  it  is  good  to  go  on  and  proceed,  for  God  is 
hereby  giving  you  to  know,  that  he  hath  accepted  your 
perfons  in   the  beloved,  and  accepts  your  facrificcs 
alfo:  and  generally  it  is  a- blefTed  pledge,  that  you 
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{hall  aBuatly  fee  and  receive  blefTed  and  gracious 
anfwers  to  your  petitions.  I  may  further  obferve^ 
the  Spirit's  fufficiency  to  help  in  prayen  Firft,  as  to 
the  manner,  it  is  with  groanings  which  cannot  be  uttered^ 
And,  fecondly,  as  to  the  matter,  it  is  according  to  the 
will  of  God.  Believers  have  two  moft  powerful  advo- 
cates  pleading  on  their  behalf,  the  one  on  earth,  the 
other  in  heaven,  Jefus  Chrift  is  a  moft  glorious  and 
powerful  advocate  before  the  throne,  with  the  FathcTy 
on  the-  behalf  of  his  people,  who  always  appears  on 
their  behalf  in  his  Father's  prefence,  as  their  inter- 
ceffor,  and  cverlafting  friend.  You  have,  believers^ 
likewife,  the  Holy  Ghoft  which  dwelleth  in  you^ 
and  who  is,  by  way  of  excellency,  called  //&^  Com- 
forter^  which,  the  learned  fay,  is  the  very  fame  word 
in  the  Greek,  tranflated  in  the  fecond  chapter  of 
John's  firft  epiftle,  verfe  the  firft.  Advocate.  Our 
text  tells  trs,  that  the  Spirit  niaketh  intercejjion  for  ui. 
As  Chrift  is  an  advocate  with  God  for  us,  fo  the 
Spirit  is  an  advocate  with  God  in  us.  Chrift  is  an' 
advocate,  pleading  for  us  in  his  own  name;  the 
Spirit  is  an  advocate  aflifting  us  to  plead  for  our- 
felves_  in^  Chrift's  name.  As  Chrift  pleads  for  us  in 
the  prefence  of  God ;  fo  the  Spirit  direQs  us  to  fuch 
arguments,  founded  upon  Chrift's  interceffion,  a:s  may 
be  u  fed  as  pleas  for  ourfclves.  ^he  Spirit  itfelf  maketb 
iniertejjionfor  us  with  groanings  whi<b  cannot  he  uttered. 
The  Spirit  doth  not  groam  himfelf,  bat  he  excite*  in 
us  ftrong  groans,  by  affecting  us  with  our  own  con- 
ditsoi^.  making  us  importunate  iit  our  (iipplieations, 
and  ftrengtheniog  us  m  the  in:ward  man*     The  Holy 
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Spirit  is  an  advocate  to  indite  oar  petitions;    and 
Chrift  is  an  advocate  to  prefent  them.     The  Spirit  is 
our  interceffor  on  earth,  as  Chrift  is  in  heaven ;  and 
as  Chrift  anfwers  all  charges,  and   clears  us  at  his 
Father's  bar,  fo  the  Spirit  anfwers  the  accafations  of 
fin  in  the  court  of  confcience,  by  pleading  the  ever- 
lafting  virtue  of  the  blood  of  Jefus  :  hereby  he  pleads 
for  our  peace  below.  And  the  voice  of  God's  Spirit  a 
as  mighty  in  us,  as  the  voice  of  Chrift's  blood  is  mighty 
for  us.    The  importunate  breathings  and  defires  of 
the  Lord's  people  after  him,  are  here  very  ftrongly 
cxprcffedr     ^he  Spirit  it/elf  makeib  inierceffion  for  us 
with  groanings  which  cannot  he  uttered.     It  implies  that 
their  defires,  their  vehement  breathings  and  importu- 
nity with  God  are  fuch  as  no  words  can  exprefs;  it 
is  alfo  expreffive  of  the  almighty  grace,  which  the  Holy 
Spirit   is  pleafed  to  communicate  and  impart  unto 
believers.     Therefore,  when  you  experience  freedom 
with  the    Lord  in  prayer;  when  all   your   fpiritual 
faculties  are  engaged  therein ;  when  your  whole  foul 
is  drawn  out,  and  your  heart  fixed  upon  the  Lord  in 
worfhip^  know  that  all  this  is  to  be  afcribed  to  the  love 
of  the  Hoi/  Spirit  towards  you,  and  to  his  divine, 
heavenly,  and  fpiritual  operations  in  you.     Leam  to 
give  him  the  praife  and  glory,  and  look  upon  this  as 
the  fruit  and  efFefl  of  his  own  grace  working  in  you, 
and  upon  yoir.-   Let  us,  fecondly,  confider  the  Spirit's 
fufficiency  to  help  in  prayer,  by  obferving  the  matter 
which  he  direfls  us  to,  as  well  as  the  manner  in  wbich 
^  we  are  to  exprefs  ourfelves.     As  the  manner  is^  vnA 
groanit^s  which  cannot  be  uttered^   fo  the  matter  is 
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according  to  ,  the  will  of  God.     The  Spirit  fearcbeth  alj 
things^  yea^  the  deep,  things  of  God.     He  ^knows  the 
whole  heart  of  God,  and  alfo  the  whole  of  his  revealed 
will,  and  he  leads  faints  to  pray  agreeably  thereto. 
God's  promifes,  as  they  are  both  matter  and  founda- 
tion for  our  faith,  fo  are  they  alfo  for  prayer.     The 
Holy  Spirit  brings  them  to  remembrance,  and  helps 
the   faints  to  pray  for  the  fulfilment  of  them,  agree- 
ably  to   their   various   cafes   and  neceflities.      The' 
word  of  God's  promife  is  the  rule  for  prayer — the 
Holy  Spirit  is  the  inditer  of  it ;  hence  believers  are 
faid  to  pray  in  the  Holy  Ghofl.     As  they  approach  the 
Father  ia  the  Son's  name,  the  Spirit  teacheth  thent 
what  they  fliall  pray  for ;  he  draws  out  tiieir  faith  ;• 
fixeth  it  upon  God's  promife  ;  helps  them  to  wreftle- 
with  the  Lord  for  the  fulfilment  of 'it;  and  through 
his  facred  influences  in  them  they  offer  up  their  pfeti** 
tions  with  a  divine  energy.     The  Spirit,  as  he  knows 
all  the  cafes,  wants,  and  experiences  of  all  believers : 
fo  he  likewife  knows  the  whole  mind  and  will  of  God 
towards  and  concerning  them ;  and  he  direfts  them  in 
prayer  accordingly.      He  knows  the  love  of  God,' 
his  thoughts  regarding  his  people,  what  he  hath  de- 
creed in  his  purpofe,  and  declared  in  his  promife  for 
their  comfort;  and  it  is  his  holy  pleafure  and  delight, 
to  fuggeft  to  the  minds  of  his  praying  people,  fuch 
Scripture  encouragements  as  help  them  to  be  bold 
with  God.     He,  in  prayer,  fecretly  and  impercept- 
ibly  brings  to   their   remembrance,   fuch   Scriptyre* 
motives  and  arguments,  as  he  knows  will  prevail  with 
the  Lord  to  beftow  upon  them,  fuch  grace,  blefSngs, 
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and  benefits^  as  they  are  brought  to  feel  their  need 
and  want  of.  You  may  fee  the  truth  of  this,  by 
obferving  all  the  prayers  which  are  upon  record  in 
the  infallible  Scriptures  of  truth.  Look  into  the  Old 
.  Teftament,  you  will  find  the  prayers  of  faints  founded 
upon  God's  revealed  will  in  the  word  of  promife,  and 
firong  arguments  made  ufe  of  to  entreat  God  to  hear 
and  anfwer  them.  The  pleas  and  motives  are  all 
drawn  from  what  God  is  to  his  people  in  the  ever- 
lading  covenant.  When  guilt  hath  been  confefled, 
and  (in  acknowledged,  his  name,  mercy,  and  long- 
iuffering  towards  his  church  in  a  covenant  way,  have 
been  ufed  and  urged  as  a  motive  for  hjs  difplaying 
frefh  difcoveries  of  pardoning  grace  and  mercy  The 
relation  which  the  Lord  Hands  in  to  his  people  in 
Chrift  Jefus  is  often  urged  by  Old  Teftament  faints, 
for  the  obtaining  their  fuit  and  requeft.  In  the  New 
Teftament,  you  will  find  all  this  improved,  and  every 
apoftolic  prayer,  put  up  in  the  full  perfuafion  and 
confidence,  that  God  is  at  everlafting  peace  with  all 
bis  people  in  Chrift  Jefus,  whofe  blood  cleanfethhis 
church  and  people  from  all  fin.  You  who  are 
'believers,  if  yoa  fearch  your  hearts,  will  find  God's 
word  dwellmg  in  you  laid  as  the  foundation  of  all 
your  prayers.  And  though  you  know  that  God  is 
Dot,  cannot  be  wrought  upon  by  you,  and  that  bis 
prbmifes  are  given,  not  with  a  defign  to  move  hini) 
but  to  ftrengthen  your  faith  ;  yet  this  you  have  (bundt 
and  ftill  find,  that  the  Holy  Spirit  helps,  you  to  fpread 
the  Lord's  own  word  before  him,  and  to  put  him 
in  remembrance  of  it^  and  that  in  fo  doing)  be  givci 
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you  fuch  boldnefs  and  holy  familiarity  with  the  Lord) 
as  encourage  you  to  expe£l  from  him  all  fpiritual 
bleffings  in  Chrift  Jefus.  From  what  hath,  thereforef 
been  delivered,  we  learn,  that  the  Holy  Spirit  puts 
us  upon  praying,  teacheth  us  what  to  fay,  and  encou- 
rages us  in  it. 

I  go  on  and  proceed  to  my  third  particular,  to 
conlider,  how  acceptable  this  is  to  God.  And  be 
that  fearcheth  ibe  hearts^  kncweth  what  is  the  mind  of 
the  Spirit^  becaufe  be  maketb  intercejfion  for  tbe  faints^ 
according  to  the  will  of  God.  To  fearch  the  heart  is 
God's  peculiar  property,  it  belongs  exclufively  to 
him,  is  his  divine  prerogative,  and  he  only  knoweth 
what  is  the  mind  of  the  Spirit,  the  affe6lionate  defire 
and  meaning  of  the  Spirit  of  God,  in  the  unutterable 
groans  of  the  faints.  God  knows  the  breathing  of  his 
own  Spirit,  and  is  well  pleafed  with  it.  Every  holy 
motion  and  de^re  excited  by  him  in  the  foul,  is  welU 
pleafing  to  the  Lord.  God's  reading  or  fearching  the 
hearty  as  here  fpoken  of,  is  for  the  real  good  an4 
benefit  of  his  children^  he  having  given  unto  them  the 
Spirit  of  Adoption,  whereby  they  cry,  Abha^  Fatber» 
He  is  well  pleafed  with  their  approaches  unto  him 
under  the  influences  of  the  fame  Spirit,  who  dwells  ia 
them,  and  puts  forth  by  the  powerful  energy  of  his 
own  grace  every  fpiritual  a6l  in  them  and  by  them« 
Yqu  fee,  that  fpiritual  breathings  and  groanings  ia 
the  hearts  of  faints^  are  here  faid  to  be  the  mind  of 
&e  'Spirit,  and  God  takes  notice  of  it,  iearcheih  the 
beart  for  it,^  and  will  anfwer  it  by  his  gracious  accept^ 
9nce  of  it :  and  by  giving  thofe  bleffings  to  his  chiU 
dren,  which  they  arc  thus  breathing  for.     The  Spirit 
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hereby  niaketh  interceffion  for  the  faints  according  to 
the  will  of  God.     The  Spirit  ftirrelh  up  the  heart  to 
aik  thofe  very  things  which  the  Lord  nieans  to  beftow ; 
and  he  maketh  interceffion  in  us,  by  bringing  Go'dV 
love  to  our  remembrance,  and  by  putting  us  upon 
pleading  the  Lord's  own  word  with  him  ;  and  God 
cannot  deny   himfelf.      So   that   hereby,  the    Spirit 
maketh  interceffion  for  us  alfo,  for  he  puts  us  upon 
afldng  according  to  the  will  of  God.     It  is  the  mean- 
ing of  the  Spirit  which  God  looks  to,  more  than  the 
expreffions  we  ufe,  for  our  groanings  are  faid  to  be 
unutterable.     Does  riot  this  hold  forth  mod  blefled 
,  encouragement  to  you  who  ^re  the  Lord's ;  to  you 
whofe  fpiritual    defires   are   exprefled   in   fighs  and 
inward    breathings,  more  than  in    any   other  way  ? 
You  are  ready  to  think  and  write  bitter  things  againft 
yourfelves,   it. may  be,  becaufe   this   is   your  cafe, 
becaufe  you  cannot  go  with  more  holy  cheerfulnefr 
and  alacrity  to  God  in  prayer.     Hear  what  the  pro- 
phet David  faith,  Lord^  thou  haji  beard  the  defire  rf 
the  bumble :  ibou  wilt  prepare  their  hearty  thou  wilt  caufi 
thine  ear  to  bear.     Did  you  never,  in  experience,  find 
the  truth  of  this  ?  Let  me  alk  you,  ye  .dearly  beloved 
in  the  Lord,  hath  it  not  fometimes  furprifed  and  filled 
you  with  holy  wonder,  gratitude,  and  praife,  to  think 
of  the  unexpe6ted  way,  in  which  the  Lord  hath  given 
you  the  defires  of  your  foul  ?  When  you  have  in  a 
way  of  defire  only,  been  longing  for  the  Lord's  prc- 
ience,  it  hath  been  fometimes  the  cafe  with  you,  tba 
this  hath  been  enj  oyed  when  you  leaft  expefted  it  j 
and  J  add,  it  hath  been  in  anfwer  to  your  pray  en. 


f 


On  the  InierceJJion  of  the  Holy  Spirit  in  Pntfer.  34/ 

I  doubt  not  but  you  have  in  experience  bfcn  filled 
with  admiratiooj  many  a  time,  at  God's  giving  you, 
not  the  regueft  of  your  lips  only,  but  the  delires 
of  your  heart.  Such  prayers,  which,  in  your  own 
eftecm,  have  been  no  better  than  the  chattering  tfa 
<rane^  or  a  Jwallow^  have  been  more  taken  notice  of 
than  you  ever  expcfted.  The  weaknefs,  finfulner$, 
and  unworthinefs  which  accompanied  you  in  the  exer- 
cife  of  them,  gave  you  to  think  your  heavenly  Father 
would  be  altogether  regardlefs  of  them,  whereas, 
thefe  have  been  more  anfwered  and  fulfilled  unto 
you,  than  many  others  offered  up  at  the  throne^ 
more  acceptable  to  yourfelves.  Spiritual  defires  and 
holy  breathings,  are  prayer  in  God's  account,  and  he 
regards  and  will  anfwer  them  as  fuch.  The  children 
of  God  are  too  often  difcouraged  from  praying,  and 
expelling  to  receive  abundantly  from  the  Lord,  on 
account  of  their  own  wretchednefs  and  unworthinefs : 
though  it  would  be  well,  if  \i  was  wholly  out  of  their 
fight  in  prayer,  becaufe  they  are  afking  their  heavenly 
Father  for  fuch  bleffings  in  his  Son's  name^  as  they 
cannot  poflibly  do  without  it.  So  that  here,  their 
unworthinefs  ought  not  to  difcourage,  but  to  make 
them  the  more  importunate*  James  tells  us,  the  effect 
iiuil  fervent  prayer  of  a  righteous  man  availeth  mu€b.  He 
knew  no  body  would  obje3  to  this  :  but  he  knew  real 
faints  would  be  ready  to  thiok  that  their  own  perfonal 
infirmities,  their  corruptions,  and  'finfulnefs,  would 
render  their  prayers  unfuccefsful,  and  therefore  to  rt^ 
move  fuch  an  obje6lioii,  adds  Elias  (i.  e.  the  prophet 
£lijab>  who  was  fo  remar^cable  for  prayer^  and  for 
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being  heard  in  prayer,  and  anfwered  by  the  Lord) 
xvas  a  manJuhjeS  todike  pajjions  as  we  are  ;  (/.  e.  he  was 
not  free  from  finful  pailions^  as  impatience,  fear,  and 
unbelief,  fee  1  Kings  xvii.  2.  and  chap.  xix.  3,  4,  10, 
18.)    And  be  prayed  eamejlly  (or,  prayed  in  prayer) 
that  it  might  not  rain :  and  his  prayer  was  heard,  and  it 
rained  not  on  the  earth  by  the  /pace  of  three  years  and  fix 
months.     And  he  prayed  again^  and  the  heaven  gave  rain^ 
and  the  earth  brought  forth  her  fruit.    The  apoftle's  view 
and  defign  in  this  recital,  is  to  prove,  that  the  weak- 
nefs  and  infirmities  of  the  faints,  ought  not  to  dif- 
courage  them  from  prayer,  and  alfo  that  they  fhould 
be  earned  and  fervent  in  it,  as  was  Elias,  a  man  of 
like  paffions  with  themfelves.   This  properly  attended 
unto,  may  ferve,  beloved,  to  remove  the  fame  difcou- 
ragements  from  us  alfo.    It  is  good  in  prayer  to  go  to 
our  heavenly  Father,  in  the  firm  belief  of  his  being 
our  Father  in  Jefus.     Paul  fpeaks  thus  :  Let  us  dram 
near  with  a  true  hearty  in  full  ajjurance  of  faith^  having 
9ur  hearts  fprinkled  from  an  evil  confcience^  and  our  bodies 
wcf/hed  with  pure  water.     By  which  he  means,  that  vre 
Ihould  not  draw  near  with  the  body  only,  but  with  the 
heart  principally,  with  a  renewed  one,  which  is  right 
with  God,  is  hearty  in  its  defires,  and  upright  in  its 
ends,  in  full  affurance  that  God  is  at  perfeft  peace  with 
all  his  people  in  Chrift,  and  bath  nothing  in  his  heart 
but   love  towards  them.     It  does  not  mean  a  full 
affurance  of  faiiii  concerning  our  pei^fonal  interefl  in 
it^  fo  much  as  a  fuU  affurance  of  faith  concerning  the 
truth  of  God's  being  fully  and  everlafling  reconciled 
«mto  all  his  peopk^  ifarough  the  mofl  precious  blood- 
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fliedding  of  his  dear  Son.  Having  our  hearts  fprinklei 
from  an  evil  confcience^  by  faith  in  the  moft  precious 
blood  of  Chrift,  which  cleanfeth  from  all  fm,  and  our 
bodies  wajhed  with  pure  water ^  the  grace  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  which  is  often  compared  to  water  in  the  Scrip- 
ture,''and  real  internal  grace  which  influences  our  out* 
ward  a£lions,  which  adorn  religion^  and  without  which 
our  bodies  cannot  be  prefented  holy  unto  God.  He 
exhorts  us  to  bold  faji  the  profejjion  of  mr  faith  without 
wavering  ;  for  be  is  faithful  that  promifed.  From  the 
confideration  of  the  facrifice  of  Chrift,  its  eternal 
dignity,  and  everlafting  efficacy,  he  exhorts  believer* 
to  the  exercife  of  faith  in  prayer,  and  to  draw  nigh  to 
God,  to  the  throne  of  grace,  in  the  fincerity  of  their 
hearts,  in  purity  of  foul  and  body.  And  that  from 
the  following  confiderations, — their  having  liberty  and 
boldnefs  to  enter  by  faith  into  heaven  itfelf  with  their 
prayers,  through  the  blood  of  Jefus  ;  who  hath  opened 
for  them,  and  is  unto  them  a  new,  living,  and  con^ 
fecrated  way,  for  their  accefs  into  their  heavenly 
Father's  prefence.  In  whom  we  have  holdnefs  and  accefs 
with  confidence  by  the  faith  of  him.  As  it  is  in  Chrift 
that  believers  are  accepted,  fo  it  is  through  his  all* 
glorious  mediation,  that  their  prayers  and  praifes  are 
accepted  alfo.  It  is  good  for  us,  at  the  throne,  10 
have  our  eye  fixed  on,  and  our  faith  employed  ixt 
conQdering  the  eternal  worth  and  worthinefs  of  thd 
perfon,  work,  and  interceflion  of  our  adorable  Savi* 
our.  As  the  Father  is  well  pleafed  with  him ;  fo  he 
is  alfo  with  every  fpiritual  aft  of  worfhip,  performed 
in  the  faith  of  its  being  accepted  in  him,  who  is  th« 
altar  which  fanftifies  the  gift.    Thus  I  have  endea-> 
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voured  to  lay  before  you,  how  the  Spirit  helpeth  the 
bints,  and  quickens  and  dire6ts  them  in  prayer,  and 
that  he  maketh  interceflion  in  them  with  groanings 
which  cannot  be  uttered.  I  have  like  wife  endea- 
voured to  Ihew  you,  that  as  this  is  agreeable  to  the 
.will  of  God,  it  cannot  but  be  acceptable  unto  bim. 
That  it  is  agreeable  to  God*s  will,  appears  from  the 
Spirit's  exciting  and  ftirring  up  believers  to  pray 
agrceaWy  to  God's  will  of  promife.  And  here  I 
may  add,  by  way  of  obfervation,  that  the  Lord's 
called  people,  have  encouragement  upon  encourage- 
ment, to  excite  them  to  the  praftice  and  difcharge  pf 
this  duty.  The  throne  they  approach  is  a  throne  of 
grace.  Their  heavenly  Father  is  on  it,  on  purpofe  to 
hear. their  complaints,  and  grant  their  de fires.  As  true 
prayer  is  the  breathing  of  his  own  Spirit,  and  accord- 
ing  to  his  will,  it  is  highly  acceptable  unto  him.  And, 
believers  having  two  fuch  powerful  advocates,  Chrift 
in  heaven  for  theip,  and  the  Spirit  in  them ;  the  one 
pleading  before  the  throne  of  the  Majefty  in  the  hea- 
vens for  them,  and  the  other  pleading  in  them  at  the 
throne  of  grace,  and  agreeably  to  the  will  of  their  hea- 
venly Father,  the  children  of  God  will  be  as  wreftling 
Jacobs,  and  muft  come  off  prevailing  Ifraels.  Oh  that 
we  might  experience  much  of  the  Spirit's  powerful 
efficacy  and  energy  in  prayer,  and  go  on  to  pray  in 
faith,  and  in  the  Holy  Ghoft,  May  what  hath  been  de- 
livered, agreeable  to  his  will,  meet  with  your  accept- 
ance, and  prove  beneficial  to  you.  The  Lord  parjdon 
what  is  amifs,  and  accompany  his  own  truth  with  his 
divine  bleffing.    Amen. 


[     35^     ] 


SERMON      XVII. 


Paul's  Prayer  for  the  Church  of  the 

Ephesians. 


Ephesians,  Chap.  iii.  Ver.  17,  18,  and  19. 

^at  Chri/i  may  dwell  in  your  hearts  by  faith^  that  ye 
being  rooted  and  founded  in  love^  may  h^  able  to  com- 
prehend with  all  faints y  what  is  the  breadth^  and 
lengthy  and  depths  and  height :  and  to  know  the  love  of 
Chri/i ,  which  pajfeth  knowledge^  that  ye  might  he  filled 
with  all  the  fulnefs  of  God. 

T  ^7E  have  the  blefled  apoftle  in  this  epiftle,  laying 
^  ^  before  the  faints  at  Ephefus,  a  large  and  glo- 
rious view  of  the  riches  of  free  and  fovereign  grace. 
He  was  at  the  time  he  wrote  this  epiftle,  a  prifoner 
for  Chrift.  But  though  be  was  bound,  the  word  of 
God  was  not  bound.  His  prifon  was  turned  into  a 
palace,  he  having  here  the  prefence  of  Chrift.  And 
here  his  heart  was  enlarged,  and  the  Holy  Ghoft 
infpires  and  aflifts  him  to  write  an  epiftle  to  the 
believers  in  Chrift  Jefus,  which  contains  in  it  the 
great  and  deep  things  of  God.  Having  laid. be- 
fore  the    perfons  unto  whom  he  wrote,   the  great 
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articles  of  our  moid  holy  faith,  and  conGdered  the 
fountain  from  whence  all  our  fpiritual  Bleflings  flow, 
namely,  the  free  grace  of  Cod:  he  enters  into  a 
particular  enumeration  of  thofe  bleffings  and  bene- 
fits. As  firft,  our  eleftion  in  Chrift.  God,  the  Fa- 
ther, fays  he,  chofe  us  in  Chrift,  before  the  fouiK. 
dation  of  the  world.  He  chofe  and  appointed  him, 
and  fet  him  up  to  be  the  great  /lead  of  his  body, 
the  church ;  and  he  chofe  the  eleft  in  him,  as  mem- 
bers in  him  their  head ;  and  he  blefled  them  in  him, 
with  all  fpiritual  bleffings.  He  accepted  them  in  the 
beloved  ;  and  all  to  the  praife  of  the  glory  of  bis  own 
grace.  He  fent  his  Son  to  redeem  his  church,  and  to 
obtain  for  his  people  the  forgivenefs  of  their  fins, 
through  the  fhedding  of  his  moft  precious  blood  j 
and  he  gives  his  Spirit  unto  his  people,  to  reveal 
Chrift  in  them,  as  their  hope  of  glory.  The  apoftlcj 
having  largely  dwelt  upon  the  riches  of  divine  grace, 
and  having  taken  a  view  of  the  miferablc  ftate  and 
condition  of  mankind  by  nature;  and  how  God,  who 
is  rich  in  mercy,  for  his  great  love  wherewith  he  had 
loved  thofe  faints  at  Ephefus,  from  everlafting,  had 
quickened  them  from  a  death  of  trefpaffes  arui  fins; 
does  in  this  chapter,  pray  unto  God  for  them,  to  the 
end  that  their  hearts  might  be  divinely  and  powerfully 
affefted  with  thefe  great  and  important  truths.  The 
words  of  our  text,  are  a  part  of  Paul's  prayer,  in  which 
he  prays  like  an  apoftle  indeed :  for  he  begs  here 
for  the  greateft  bleffings,  which  believers  can,  in  this 
life,  enjoy,  or  God  himfelf  can  bcftow  upon  them.  It 
may  be  faid,  that  this  is  the  greateft  prayfer  which  Is 
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to  be  found  in  the  New  Teftament.  that  of  our 
Lord  in  the  feventeenth  of  John  only  excepted. 
Before  I  enter  upon  the  words  now  read,  I  would 
obferve,  that  the  apoftle  takes  notice  of  the  concern  the 
whole  trinity  have  in  our  fpiritual  intereft  and  falva* 
tion.  As  they  are  jointly  concerned  in  our  falvation^ 
fo  they  are  gracioufly  pleafed  to  difcover  their  love 
and  grace  unto  us,  in  their  a£lings  towards  and  upon 
us.  The  prayer  which  lies  before  us,  for  our  confi« 
deration,  is  addreflfed  unto  God,  as  the  Father  of 

.  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  ;  and  this  at  once  holds  forth 
unfpeakable  comfort  to  believers  in  Chrift,  fince  he 

'  who  is  the  Father  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  is  our 
Father  in  him.  Believers  are  God's  adopted  chil- 
dren. Having  predeftinated  us  unto  the  adoption  of  chil- 
dren by  Jefus  Chrijl  to  bimfelf  according  to  the  good 
pleafure  of  his  will^  to  the  praife  of  the  glory  of  his  grace ^ 
wherein  he  hath  made  us  accepted  in  the  beloved.  The 
addrefs  is  unto  God,  the  Father  of  our  Lord  Jefus 
Chrijl^  of  whom  the  whole  family  in  heaven  and  earth 
is  named.  There  is  but  one  Father :  all  the  faints  in 
heaven  and  earth,  belong  to  the  fame  Father,  even 
God.  They  are  all  bom  of  the  fame  Spirit :  are 
all  united  unto  the  fame  head  t  they  are  all  equally 
beloved  of  the  Father:  all  equally  accepted  in  the 
beloved :  all  built  upon  the  fame  foundation,  which 
is  an  eternal  one,  even  Chrift  Jefus.  They  are  all 
perfeQly  alike  juftified  from  all  things,  and  clothed 
with  the  everlafting  garment  of  Chrift's  righteoufnefs* 
They  are  all  wafhed  in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb ;  and 
are  all  freely  pardoned,  through  the  redenifi^ticm  which 
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is  in  Chrift  Jefus.  They  are  heirs  of  God,  and  joint 
heirs  with  Chrift  Jefus,  and  they  will  all  one  day  par- 
take of  the  fame  eternal  glory.  They  are  all  the 
objefls  of  Jehovah's  delight,  the  purchafe  of  his 
Son's  blood  ;  and  God  the  Father  has  put  on  all 
the  bowels  of  a  Father's  love  and  mercy,  and  will 
exercife  them  towards,  and  upon  his  beloved  children 
in  Chrift'  Jefus.  The  apoftle  would  have  us  to  con- 
fider  the  relation,  to  the  end  diat  we  may  fee  that  the 
Father's  love  towards  us  is  in  Chrift,  that  he  loved  us 
in  him,  and  upon  his  account;  and  that  as  he  loved 
Chrift  as  mediator  before  the  foundation  of  the  world, 
fo  as  early  did  he  love  his  people.  ^]bou  baft  loved 
ibemy  fays  Jefus  unto  his  Father,  as  thou  haft  loved  m. 
God,  the  Father,  looks  dipon  his  people  with  the 
fame  delight,  and  views  them  with  the  fame  com- 
placency as  he  does  Chrift  himfelf;  for  he  views 
them  in  him,  and  in  him  is  well  pleafed  with  them. 
He  refts  in  his  love  towards  them,  and  joys  over  them 
with  finging.  He  begs  this  bleffing  of  the  God  and 
Father  of  our  Lord  Jefus,  that  he  would  grant  unto 
them  according  to  the  riches  x  of  his  grace,  and  iU 
riches  of  his  glory^  to  be  Jlrengthened  with  might  by  bis 
Spirit  in  the  inner  man.  He  begs  the  Father  that  he 
would  grant  unto  them,  according  to  the  riches  of 
his  glory,  or,  according  to,  and  out  of  that  rich, 
plenteous,  and  glorious  fulnefs  of  grace  and  ftrengdi 
in  Chrift  Jefus,  to  be  ftrengthened  with  might  by  his 
Spirit  in  the  inner  man.  Here  we  may  obferve,  that 
the  ftrcngthening  our  inner  manj  or  the  fpirit,  or  foul 
of  mtin^  which  is  the  feat  of  grace^  is  the  work  of  God 


PauVs  Vrayerfor  the  Church  of  the  Ephffians.  355 

the  Spirit :  and  that  the  way  whereby  he  ftrengthens 
his  people,  is,  by  leading  them  to  the  fulnefs  of  grace 
and  ftrength  in  Chrift  ;  by  fhedding  abroad  the  lov^ 
of  God  in  their  hearts;  by  applying  the  promifes  of 
the  gofpel ;  and  by  making  the  gofpel  itfelf  ufeful  unto 
them,  caufing  them  to  go  on  from  ftrength  to  ftrength. 
Now  we  come  to  the  words  of  our  text,  in  which  are 
contained  the  followmg  petitions. 

Firft,  That  Chrift  may  dwell  in  their  hearts  by 
faith. 

Secondly,  That  they  may  be  rooted  and  grounded 

in  love,  that  is,  in  the  love  of  God  towards  them,  and 

be  able  to  comprehend  with  all  faints^  what  is  the 

breadth,  and  length,  and  depth,  and  height,  and  to 

know  the  love  of  Chrift,  which  paffeth  knowledge* 

And, 

» 

Thirdly,  the  end  hereof,  which  was,  that  they 
might  be  filled  with  all  the  fulnefs  of  God. 

i  Would  firft  confider  this  petition,  that  Chrift  may 
dwell  in  your  hearts  hy  faith-  Now,  here  it  .muft  be 
obferved,  that  the  apoftle  is  praying  according  to  the 
clevationr^his  own  fpirit.  He  is  praying  for  thofe 
who  were  believers ;  and  he  is  praying  for  the  greateft 
bleflings  God  could  poffibly  vouchfafe,  or  beftow, 
upon  them  in  this  life,  or  they  could  ppffibly  attain. 
It .  is,  that  Chrift  may  dwell  in  their  hearts  by  feith. 
Now  here  let  it  he  obferved,  that  the  bleffing  prayed 
for,  is  for  Chrift  to  dwell  in  the  hearts  of  believers. 
And  by  Chrift's  dwelling  in  the  heart,  is  meant  his 
perfonal  indwelling  there.  Indeed,  the  whole  bleffed 
trinity  dwell  in  the  faints.    The  Father  is  faid  to  dwell 
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in  us,  John  i.  4,  12,  13.  If  we  love  one  another^  God 
dweUeth  in  us:  and,  hereby  knozv  we  that  we  dwell  in 
binij  and  he  in  us,  bccaufe  he  hath  given  us  of  his  Spirit. 
And  verfe  the  15th.  Whofoever  Jhall  confefs  that  Jefus 
is  the  "^on  of  God^  God  due  lie  th  in  him^  and  he  in  God, 
Now  it  is  evident  that  this  refers  to  God,  the  Father, 
for  he  is  fpokcn  of  in  the  intermediate  vcrfe.  the  i4ih, 
^Whofent  the  Son  tgbe  the  Saviour  of  the  world  ;  and  the 
tpoftle  fpeaks  of  God  as  diftinft  from  ChriO.  Wha- 
Joeverfhall  confefs  that  Jefus  is  the  Son  of  God,  that  is, 
Chrift,  God  dwelieth  in  him — who  ?  the  Father.  The 
Spirit  likewife  dwells  in  believers.  Rom.  viii.  11. 
Tie  that  raifed  up  Cbrijl  from  the  dead^  flail  alfo  quicken 
jpur  mortal  bodies^  by  his  Spirit  that  dwelletb  in  you.  And 
you  fee  that  Jefus  Chrift  likewife  dwelieth  in  believers. 
This  you  have  in  our  text:  That  Chrifl  may  dwell  in 
your  hearts  by  faith :  fo  that  all  the  three  divine  perfons 
dwell  in  believers.  Now  here  let  us  inquire,  whjlit 
is  to  have  Chrift  thus  dwelling  in  the  heart  by  faith. 
Jefus  Chrift  dwells  in  the  heart,  as  a  king  in  his  palace, 
to  rule  and  prote6l ;  and,  as  a  mafter  in  his  fanaily)  to 
provide  for  his  people ;  and  as  their  life,  to  quicken 
them.  Chrift  dwells  not  in  their  heads  and  tongues, 
but  in  their  hearts.  And  this  is,  where  no  good  dwells 
but  himfelf  and  his  grace;  where  fin  dwells,  and  where 
he  is  often  flighted,  oppofed,  and  rebelled  againft; 
and  the  means  by  which  he  dwells  there,  is  faith.  To 
have  Chrift  dwell  in  the  heart,  is  to  have  a  fpiritual 
fight  of  him,  a  fpiritual  knowledge  of  him,  which 
makes  him  precious,  and  prefent  unto  the  foul.  It 
is  a  fpiritual  fight  of  him^  fuch  fight  and  knowlcdgei 
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as  let  down  Chrift  into  the  foul,  or  heart,  and  afFeft 
all  there.  It  is  to  have  the  heart  cleave  wholly  unto 
him  for  falvation.  To  be  affefled  with  the  glories 
of  his  perfon;  with  his  wondrous  love,  grace,  and 
mercy  ;  with  his  forrows  and  fufFerings,  his  blood  and 
ri^^hr.M)  iinefs.  There  is  a  threefold  union  between 
Chriii  aisd  his  church.  The  firft  is  relative,  whereby 
%vc  arc  (aid  to  be  his,  and  he  ours ;  thus  he  is  called 
the  hufband,  and  the  church  his  fpoufe :  and,  before 
hufbai\d  and  wife  company  together,  there  is  fuch  a 
relation  made  by  marriage^  that  the  hufband  may  b^ 
in  one  place,  and  the  wife  in  another,  fo  that  there 
can  be  no  communion  between  them,  ^wbile  yet  they 
are  hufband  and  wife  :  fo  is  the  union  between  Chrift 
and  his  people, — as  complete,  Jays  Dr.  Goodwin,  in 
the  relation  of  it,  before  he  a6is  any  thing  upon  them* 
thckigh  he  be  in  heaven  and  they  on  earth,  as  if  they 
vere  in  heaven  with  him.  The  fecond  is,  an  a£lual 
inbeing  of  his  perfon  in  his  people^  which  is  as  the 
foul  dwells  in  the  body ;  for  as  the  foul  is  the  princi« 
pie  of  life,  and  aduates,and  quickens  the  whole  body, 
fo  Jefus  Chrift  is  the  principle  of  all  fpiritual  lifei 
and  dwells  in  his  people;  and  h^  dwells  in  them,  to 
make^  and  keep  them  alive  to  God ;  and  he  is  their 
life,  as  truly  as  he  is  their  righteoufnefs.  Hence  the 
apoftte  fays,  Cbrifi  Ihetb  in  me.  The  third  is,  by  way 
(Of  objed.  When  by  faith  we  view  Chrift  as  the  vifual 
faculty  views  an  objed,  apd  as  the  fight  of  a  perfonf 
introduces  an  idea  of  him  into  the  heart  or  mind  of 
another }  fo  Chrift,  as  the  obje£l  of  faith/  is  /aid  to 
dwell  in  us.    Take  the  whole  of  jefus  Chrift^  what* 
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foevcr  you  know  of  him,  and  learn  of  him,  to  aS 
faith  upon,  and  herein  to  view  him  :  thus  Jefijs  Chrift 
js  let  down  into  your  fouls,  and  hereby  he  dwells  in 
you,  making  impreflions  on  your  fouls,  according  to 
^hat  you  know  of  him ;  and  he  doth  accordingly 
work  in  you  difpofitions  towards,  and  adorations 
of  him.  The  life  of  the  tree  is  in  the  root :  Jefus 
Chrift  is  the  root  of  the  righteous ;  and  as  the  life 

• 

of  the  root  is  difFufed  into  all  the  branches,  fp 
Jefus  Chrift,  dwelling  in  the  heart,  quickens,  en- 
lightens, and  enlivens  the  foul.  It  is  not  fo  much 
the  believer's  life,  as  Chrift's  living  in  him,  which 
produceth  all  the  afls  of  fpiritual  life.  Chrift  is  faid 
to  dwell  in  the  heart  by  faith,  becaufe  faith  takes  in 
thofe  fpiritual  difcoveries  of  Chrift,  which  the  Holy 
Ghoft  makes  by  the  word.  And  Chrift  may  be  faid 
to  dwell  in  the  hearty  when  faith  is  exercifing  itfelf 
upon,  and  is  cleavir(g  unto  him.  Faith  is  to  the 
ifoul,  what  the  eye  is  to  the  body  :  and  Jefus  C|irift 
IS  the  great  objeft  of  faith.  As  he  dwells  in  the  heart 
by  faith,  fo  he  enlightens  the  underftanding  with  the 
knowledge  of  his  glorious  perfon.  The  will  choofes 
liim  for  its  e^erlafting  portion ;  the  heart  loves  him, 
and  cleaves  unto  him ;  the  confcience  refts  perfeflly 
fatisfied  with  him ;  and  the  outward  and  inward  man, 
fubmit  to  the  fceptre  of  his  grace.  And  here  we  may 
juftly  adipire  the  mercy.  What  an  aftpnilhing  favour 
IS  this,  believers,  to  have  Chrift  dwelling  in  us,  who  is 
the  light  of  heaven,  and  the  fong  of  paradife !  Happy^ 
mexpreftibly  happy  is  the  foul  that  can  fay,  /  iSrvr^^ 
wa  4  ^Ut  CbrifiirOetb  in  me  I  • 
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I  go  on  to  confider,  fecondly,  the  next  petiiion 
in  this  prayer,  whidi  is,  that  they  may  be  rooted  and 
grounded  in  love.  Here  I  would  inquire,  what  love 
the  apoftlc  would  have  them  rooted  and  grounded 
in,  and  anfwer,  it  rtiuft  be  the  love  of  God,  A  fove', 
which  is  everlaftii'.gly  fixed  upon  the  perfons  of  his 
people  in  Chrift  Jefus,  and  which  never  varies;  and 
the  faints  are  brought  to  know  this  love  of  God  iti 
Chrift  towards  theifi,  by  the  Holy  Ghoft.  He  diif- 
covers  unto  them  the  nature,  the  freenefs,  the  ful- 
nefs,  and  the  bleffings  of  it :  and  he,  by  leading  them 
into  communion  with  God  in  Chrift,  difcovprs  unto 
them  their  perfonal  intereft  i.hei:ein,  and  ftieds  this  love 
abroad  in  their  hearts,  and  warms*  their  ibuls  with  it. 
The  love  of  God  is  the  root  and  foundation  of  falva- 
tion;  it  is  immovable.  And  the  people  of  God  ftand 
in  need  of  being  rooted  and  grounded  in  the  know- 
ledge of  it.  In  order  to  be  rooted  and  grounded  in  ' 
it,  we  fhould  carefully,  attend  to  what  the  Scriptures 
reveal  concerning  it :  and  by  the  Scriptures  we  leant, 
that  God's  love  towards  us,  in  his  dear  Son,  fprings 
from  his  ^own  fovereignly,  without  any  motive  or 
caufe  in  us ;  and  that  it  is  continued  towards  us,  not 
upon  the  account  of  what  we  are,  Uut  upon  the  ac- 
count of  our  union  with  Jefus  Chrift,  which  can  never 
be  deftroycd.  For  the  Father  chofe  us  in  Chrift  from 
everlafting ;  and  he  loved  us  in  Chrift  ixom  the  daiys 
of  eternity.  And  therefore,  nothing  can  feparate  us 
Trom  the  love  of  God,  which  is  in  Chrift  Jefus  otAr 
Lord.  Now,  becaufe  the  people  of  God,  thrdijpi 
the'  workings  of  their  legal  hearts,  and  throu^fi  &it 
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prcvalency  of  unbelief,  are  apt  to  call  in  queftion 
their  intei^eft  in  God*s  love,  efpecially  in  times  of 
darkpefs  ind  teniptation,  it  is  necefiary  for  them  to 
be  root^  and  grounded  in  the  knowledge  and  belief 
of  God's  love  towards  them  in  his  dear  Son,  tathe 
end  that  they  may  be  able  to  comprehend  with  all 
faints  what  is  the  breadth,  and  length,  and  depth,  and 
height  of  the  love  of  God  towards  them.  Compre* 
hend  it  they  cannot,  but  by  the  light  and  teaching 
of  the  Holy  Ghoft;  and  the  way  and  method  of  his 
teaching,  is  by  the  word.  He  fliines  upon  the  Scrip- 
tures and  opens  the  underftandings  of  his  people,  that 
they  may  know  the  glorious  truths  contained  in  them. 
The  Holy  Ghoft,  who  fearches  all  things,  yea,  the 
deep  things  of  God,  has  been  pleafed  to  reveal  the 
love  of  the  Father  and  the  Son,  in  all  its  glorious  ful- 
nefs  and  freenefs  in  the  word.  And  by  the  word,  and 
by  his  own^facred  light  and  teaching,  he  dire6is  the 
hearts  of  his  people  into  the  love  of  God ;  and  makes 
fuch  clear  and  bleifed  difcoveries  of  it  unto  them,  as 
fill  their  fouls  with  joy  unfpeakable  and  full  of  glory. 
This  love  is  here  faid  to  have  breadth,  and  lengdii 
and  depth,  and  height,  in  it.  If  we  view  the  breadth 
of  it,  it  is  to  all  the  ele£l  in  all  ages,  and  in  all  places. 
The  length  of  it  reaches  from  eternity  to  eternity.  It 
was  from  eternity  in  the  heart  of  God  towards  his 
people.  It  never  had  beginning,  and  it  never  will 
have  end.  That  it  was  from  everlafling,  appears  from 
j^ir  being  chofen  in  Chrift,  for  they  were  chofen  in 
^m  before  the  foundation  of  the  world.  And  God's 
Jkivj^  fowards  them  is  faid  to  be  an  evcrlaiUrig Jqv^ 
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I have^  fays  Jehovah,  loved  thee  wiib  an  everlafting 
Icfue.  The  apoftle  tells  us,  that  nothing  can  fepa^ 
rate  us,  believers,  from  the  love  of  God  ^ivhich  is 
in  Chrift  Jefus  our  Lord.  The  love  of  God  is  the 
fountain,  from  whence  all  our  bleflings  and  blefled* 
nefs  flow,  and  this  love  triumphs  over  all  our  (ins 
and  miferies.  When  this  love  is  revealed  unto  usy 
and  fhed  abroad  in  our  hearts,  it  makes  a  marvellous 
change  and  alteration  in  iis,  but  it  makes  none  ia 
Jehovah  ;  for  his  love,  his  great  love,  wherewith  he 
loved  us,  was  the  fame  from  before  all  worlds,  before 
it  was  manifefted  unto  us,  and  it  continues  to  be  the 
fame  unto  us,  whether  we  have  the  comfort  of  it,  or 
not.  It  is  as  free,  as  full,  as  boundlefs,  as  bottom- 
lefs,  and  as  perfe6l  now,  as  it  will  be  when  we  are  ia 
heaven.  God  will  not  love  you,  believers,  more, 
nor  better,  when  you  are  in  glory,  than  he  does  now* 
And,  I  may  add,  it  is  a  greater  thing  to  believe 
this  love,  than  to  enjoy  it ;  for  every  believer  upon 
earth,  believes  more  of  it,  than  he  will  ever  enjoy  of 
it,  even  in  heaven.  Here  below,  the  people  of  God 
find  his  love  in  its  difcoveries  and  manifeftations  unto 
them,  to  be  as  EzekieFs  vifion  of  the  holy  waters; 
which  were  firft  to  the  ancles,  then  reached  to  the 
knees,  next  to  the  loins,  and  then  became  a  great 
river  which  could  not  be  pafTed  oven  And  fo  in 
heaven,  the  faints  will  be  failing  over  the  boundlefs 
and  bottomlefs  fea  of  GodV  love,  throughout  eter* 
oity,  and  will  never  find  a  (hore*  But  they  will  prove 
it  to  be  as  boundlefs,  infinite,  and  incomprehenfibley 
a?  'Godhead  itfelf.   If  we  furvey  t|ie  breadth  of  God*s 
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love,  it  extends  to  all  the  eleft,  in  every  age,  in 
every  place,  in  every  ftate  and  cafe.  It  encircles 
and  covers  them :  as  for  its  depth,  it  is  to  faints 
in  the  loweft  ftate  of  life :  and  in  its  height,  it  will 
bring  them  to  an  exalted  ftate,  and  to  eternal  glory. 
Now,  it  is  faith  only  which  has  a  view  of  this  won- 
derful  love.  All  the  difcoveries  which  the  Holy 
Ghoft  makes  unto  us  of  the  love  of  the  Father,  and 
of  the  love  of  Chirift,  are  in  the  word  and  by  the  word : 
knd  we  are  brought  to  a  fpiritual  difcernment  thereof 
by  faith.  The  Holy  Spirit  enables  us  by  faith  to  view, 
'with  wonder,  the  heights,  and^  depths,  and  lengths, 
and  breadths,  of  God's  love  in  Chrift  Jefus  towards 
us.  God's  love  appears  in  the  gift  of  his  only  begot- 
ten Son,  Jefus  Chrift.  The  love  of  Chrift  appears  in 
giving  himfelf :  he  gave  himfelf  for  us :  he  loved  his 
people  from  the  days  of  eternity :  he  rejoiced  from 
cverlafting  in  the  habitable  parts  of  his  earth,  and  his 
delights  were  with  the  fons  of  men.  The  love  of 
Chrift  brought  him  down  from  the  higheft  heavens ; 
and  out  of  his  infinite  love,  he  clothed  himfelf  with 
our  nature,  and  was  made  in  the  likenefs  of  mart; 
and  his  fufferings,  hi^  agony,  and  bloody  fweait  in  the 
garden,  the  crown  of  thorns  which  he  wore,  and  the 
Wrath  and  curfe  which  he  endured,  when  he  became 
cbedieht  unto  death,  even  the  death  of  the  crofs, 
made  it  evidently  appear,  that  his  love  was  fironger 
\han  death,  ar(d  fuch  as  many  waters  could  not 
'quench.  Its  heights,  and  lengths,  and  depths,  and 
treadths,  fully  Appear  in  the  everlafting  gofpel.  The 
love  oJP  Chrift  broke  out  in  full  fplendour,  and  blazed 
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forth  in  a  inoft  ftupendous  manner,  when  he  hung 
upon  the  crofs  as  the  facrifice  for  fin.  The  efficacy 
of  Chrift's  love  will  be  felt  upon  earth,  in  the  hearts 
o£  his  people,  until  time  Ihall  be  no  more ;  and  it 
will  be  enjoyed  by  the  faints  in  heaven,  throughout 
the  ages  of  eternity.  The  Ityve  of  ChriJI^  the  apoftte 
fays,  pajfeth  kncmledge.  The  love  of  Chrift,  to  his 
church  and  people,  is  a  fpecial  and  peculiar  love.  lit 
is  the  wonder  of  angels,  who  are  nonpluffed  what 
to  think  or  fay  of  it.  It  is  the  wonder  of  faints  iit 
glory,  who  are  full  of  the  praifes  of  it.  And  it  is 
the  wonder  of  faints  upon  earth:  it  is  viewed  by 
them,  and  efteemed  by  them  to  be  wonderful  love. 
Indeed,  a  chain  of  holy  wonders  appears  in  it.  The 
perfon  of  Chrift  is  wonderful,  God  and  man  united 
in  one  Chrift.  The  work  of  Chrift  is  wonderftil : 
God  in  our  nature,  living,  obeying,  fuffering,  and 
laying  down'  his  life  for  us.  The  viftory  which 
Chrift  obtained  over  fin,  Satan,  death,  and  hell,  is 
wonderful!  Sin  is  conquered  by  our  Immanuel. 
Sin,  which  has  been  the  caufe  of  every  evil;  which 
had  its  entrance  into  our  world  by  means  of  the 
JBrft  man's  tranfgreflion,  bringing  eternal  damnation 
upon  millions  and  millions  of  mankind  finners,'  and 
would  defy  ^11  the  armies  of  the  living  God:  yet, 
this  accurfed  enemy  is  conquered,  for  the  eleft,  by 
ihe  Almighty  Conqueror,  Chrift  Jefus.  This  vic- 
tory over  fin  is  alone  referved  for  Chrift.  It  will 
not,  not  can  it,  die  by  any  other  hand.  To  van* 
quifh  it,  is  the«fummit  of  his  glory  as  Mediatory  and 
Bence  his  highbft  title^  the  memory  of  which  he  bears 
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written  in  his  name  JESUS  i  for  hejhall/ave  bis  peopU 
from  their  fins.  Therefore,  the  apoftle  Paul,  his  chief 
herald,  proclaims  this  viftory  with  a  world  of  folem- 
nity  and  triumph.  0  dealh^whrre  is  ibyfling?  O  gtaue^ 
where  is  thy  viilory?  The  ^ing  of  death  is  fin  ;  and  the 
firength  of  fin  is  the  law.  But  thanks  be  to  God,  which 
giveth  us  the  viliory,  through  our  Lord  Jefus  Cbrift.  Sin 
is,  by  our  Jefus,  who  is^  almighty,  put  away.  It  is 
removed  from  the  perfons  of  his  people.  It  has  been 
imputed  unto  him,  and  borne  by  him  in  his  own  body 
on  the  tree.  He  has  deftroyed  the  power  of  it  by  his 
dying :  fo  that  by  the  death  of  Chrift  and  his  facrificc, 
fin  is  put  away  out  of  the  fight  of  God,  and  cad,  as 
it  were,  into  the  depth  of  the  fea;  yea,  fwallowed  up 
in  the  red  fea  of  his  blood.  It  cannot  damn  thofe  for 
whom  Chrift  fufFered :  nor  can  it  reign  ifi  and  over 
thofe  in  whofe  heart  Chrift  dwells.  The  blood  of 
Chrift  cleanfes  from  the  guilt  and  filth  of  fin;  and  the 
Spirit  of  Chrift  fubdues  and  conquers  the  reign,  power, 
and  dominion  of  fin.  Chrift  has  conquered  Satan; 
for  be  was  mantfefied  for  this  purpofe^  that  he  mi^bt 
dejlroy  the  works  (f  the  devil.  He  has  wounded  this 
dragon,  and  triumphed  over  all  the  powers  of  dark- 
nefs,  over  principalities  and  powers,  and  eternally 
Ipoiled  them  :  he  has  taken  the  prey  from  the  mighty, 
and  the  lawful  captive  he  has  delivered.  He  has  like- 
wife  conquered  death  and  hell ;  and,  as  the  conqueror, 
he  has  the  keys  of  death  and  hell.  7,  fays  Jefus  to  the 
beloved  John,  am  he  that  livetb,  and  was  dead;  and 
heboid^  I  am  alive  for  evermore^  Amen ;  and  have  the 
keys  (f  hell  and  of  death.     Cbrift's  love,  when  viewed 
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by  faiih,  in  the  light  of  the  word,  and  by  the  light  of 
God's  fpirit,  is  fuch,  fo  great,  fo  free,  fo  full,  fo  bound* 
lefs  and  infinite,  that  it  paffeth  knowledge.  The  faints 
upon  earth  cannot  fully  comprehend  it ,  and  yet  the 
apoftlc  is  praying  for  them,  that  their  knowledge  of 
it,  which  was  imperfeft,  might  be  increafed — that 
they  might  know  m<)re  of  it — believe  more  of  it ;'  and 
be  going  on  diving  deeper  and  deeper  into  it. 

This  brings  us,  thirdly,  to  view  the  laft  petition 
in  this  prayer,  which  is  great  indeed  :  That  ye  might 
he  filled  with  all  thefulnefs  of  God.  What  a  petition  k 
this !  It  contains  all  that  God  can  bellow,  or  his 
faints  enjoy.  Now,  by  it  we  are  not  to  underftand, 
the  full  comprehenfion  of  the  Divine  Being,  nor 
a  full  knowledge- of  his  infinite  and  divine  perfec- 
tions ;  but  rather,  a  being  filled  with  fuch  a  view  of 
God,  as  our  Father  in  Chrift  Jefus,  as  might  produce 
peace  in  our  confciences,  and   love  in  our  hearts; 

ft 

arifing  from  the  apprehenfion  we  have  of  him  in  his 
Avell-beloved  Son.  Indeed,  here  it  is  that  the  glory 
of  God  (hines  forth — in  the  perfon  of  Jefus.  In 
Jefus,  as  the  head  of  his  body  the  church,  it  hath 
pleafed  the  Father,  that  all  fulnefs  fliould  dwell,  and 
it  dwells  in  him  for  the  ufe  of  his  members.  Now  we 
may  be  faid  to  be  filled  with  the  fulnefs  of  God,  when 
the  foul  has  a  fatisfying  view  of  God's  love  and  grace; 
when  it  has  views  of  God's  pardoning  mercy,  and  of 
the  plenteous  redemption  of  Chrift ;  when  the  foul  is 
led  to  view  the  rich  grace  of  the  covenant  of  life  and 
peace  which  is  between  the  Father  and  the  Son,  and 
is  led  to  fee  God  in  all  his  divine  perfons  and  perfec- 
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tions  engaged  for  his  people,  and  made  over  unto 
them  in  the  everlafting  covenant;  and  when  by  faith 
we  are  enabled  to  fee,  that  the  Father's  boundlefs 
love  is  towards  us;  that  the  Son's  falvation,  with  all 
its  blellings,  was  wrought  out  for  us,  and  belongs 
unto  us :  that  the  Holy  Spirit,  with  all  the  fulnefs  of 
grace,  will  be  in  us  in  time,  and  in  eternity,  as  the  foun- 
tain of  endlefs  comfort  and  joy.  When  alfo  we  fee 
and  are  fully  perfuaded  of  our  eleftion  by  the  Father, 
of  our  falvation  by  the  Son,  and  of  our  regeneration 
\iy  the  Holy  Ghoft,  we  may  be  faid  to  be  filled  with 
all  the  fulnefs  of  God.  To  be  filled  with  the  fulnefs 
of  God,  is  to  have  a  bleffed^and  fpiritual  view  of 
the  glories  of  divine  grace ;  of  the  eternal  and  match- 
lefs  glories  and  excellencies  of  Jefus  Chrift ;  and  from 
what  we  fee  and  behold  of  him  in  the  light  of  the  Spirit, 
to  have  our  hearts  powerfully  drawn  after  him — our 
fouls  retting  confidently  upon  him — our  hearts  pow- 
erfully perfuaded  of  our  everlafting  juftification  in 
bis  righteoufnefs,  and  of  our  eternal  pardon,  through 
his  mod  precious  blood-fhedding ;  fo  when  our  hearts 
are  truly  happy  in  God's  love  in  Chrift  Jefus,  and  we 
are  filled  with  all  joy  and  peace  in  believing :  this  is  to 
b^  filled  with  the  fulnefs  of  God.  And  in  heaven  we 
ihall  be  perfectly  filled  with  all  the  fulnefs  of  God. 
Ifhere  we  (hall  know  as  we  are  known,  and  be  filled 
with  the  knowledge  of  God.  Like  veffcls,  we  fliall 
be  plunged  into  the  ocean  of  free  grace ;  and  as  veflels 
of  mercy,  we  (hall  be  ever  finging  the  praifes  of  grace: 
admiring  the  grace  of  the  eternal  Father  in  our  eleQion, 
the  grace  of  the  eternal  Son  in  our  redemption,  and 
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the  grace  oF  the  eternal  Spirit  in  our  converfion  and 
fanftification.  There  God  will  be  unto  us  all  in  all. 
The  apoftle  concludes  his  prayer  in  a  mod  wonderful 
manner,  and  flops  the  mouth  of  unbelief.  Should 
the  weak  believer  fay,  how  (hall  I,  or  how  can  I 
expeft  to  attain  .to  fuch  high  privilege,  or  to  the 
enjoyment  of  fuch  tranfcendent  bleflings  ?  Hear,  and 
your  weak  faith  muft  be  encouraged.  Norw  unto  him 
that  is  able  to  do  exceeding  abundantly  above  all  that  we 
afk  or  tbink^  according  to  the  pffwer  that  worketb  inusj 
unto  him  be  glory  in  the  church  by  Chrijl  Jefus^  ibroughoui 
all  ages^  world  without  end.     Amen. 


C    3^»    J 
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For  after  thau  in  the  wifdom  ofGod^  the  world  fy  wijdm 
knew  not  God,  it  pleafed  God  by  the  foolijbnejs  tfpreacih 
ing  tofave  them  that  believe. 


T 


'HE  church  of  Chrift  at  Corinth,  to  which  the 
apoftle  dire6ls  this  epiftle,  was  planted  by  hia)» 
and  had  been  watered  by  Apollos^  and  increafed  bjr 
the  Lord  with  a  rich  variety  of  fpiritual  gifts  and 
graces.  Though  it  was  greatly  out  of  order  at  the  timC| 
and  all  things  were  not  right  with  them,  yet  they  are 
addrefled  as  a  church  of  Chrift.  Paul  dire6ls  himfdf 
to  the  fpiritual  and  myftic  members  of  Chrift  ainon^ 
them,  giving  them  the  ftyle  and  title  oi  fan'SliJied  in 
Chrift  Jefus  I  which  points  out  their  reparation  m 
Chrift,  their  being  choien  by  God  the  Father  in  hiiS) 
and  feparated,  orfet  apart  to  partake  of  grace  in  time, 
and  glory  in  eternity.  In  confequencc  of  their  fanfli- 
fication  in  Chrift,  they  bad  been  made  partakers  of 
the  glorioui  fruits  and  e&ds  of  it :  they  were  renewed 
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in  the  fpirit  of  their  minds,  quickened  by  the  Holy 
Spirit,  and  made  alive  to  Cod,  were  called  to  ht 
laints^  being  called  with  an  holy  calling.     To  theib 
he  addreffeth  himfelf,  thanking  God,  on  their  behalf, 
for  thofe  rich  gifts  of  free  grace  bellowed  on  them; 
that  they  were  enriched  in  all  utterance,  and  in  all 
knowledge  $  came  behind  in  no  fpiritual  gift ;  wer6 
waiting  in  faith  for  the  fecond  coming  of  our  Lord 
Jefus  Chrift :  and  they  are  comforted  with  an  affa- 
r^nce  that  he  would  confirm  them  unto  the  end,  that 
they  (hould  be  blamelefs  in  and  at  the  day  of  his 
glorious  appearing  t  of  which  they  might  be  confident 
from  the  faithfulnefs  of  God,  who  had  called  thtm 
into  the  fellowfhip  of  his  Son,  Jefus  Chrift  our  Lord. 
The  apoftle  exhorts  them  to  unity  and  concord  amehgft 
themfel  ves*  Now  I  befeechyouy  brethren^  by  the  name  of^ir 
Lord  Jefus  Cbrift^  that  ye  all  build  upon  the  onfe  pcr- 
feS,  everlafting,  tried  foundation — the  perfon,  blood, 
and  obedience  of  Chrift  alone;  that  ye  all  look  to 
him  as  the  objefl  of  your  faith  and  joy  in  your 
hearts ;  that  ye  all /peak  the  fame  things  hold  the  fame 
fundamental  truths,  cordially  embrace  them,  and  per- 
fectly unite  in  love  and  afFe6tion  to  Chrift,  his  gofpel 
And  ordinances,  minifters  and  worfhip :  and  that  there 
be  no  divifions  among  you;  but  that  ye  be  perfeHly  joined 
together  in  the  fame  mind^  and  in  the  fatne  judgment.  Inti- 
mating that  he  was  informed  by  a  family  of  conlider- 
able  note  amongft  them^  that  this  was  not  the  cafe* 
He  takes   notice  of  the  caufe   of  thefe  diffentions, 
and  gives  an  account  of  the  manner  in  \vhieh  he  had 
preached  the  gofpel  among  them.     Chrift  (fays  he) 
/ent  me  mot  to  baptize^  but  to  preach  the  gofpel  s  which 
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words  are  not  to  be  interpreted,  as  though  he  wai  not 
authorized  and  commanded  by  Chrift  to  baptize,  as 
well  as  to  preach ;  but  they  mean  that  his  principal 
work  lay  in  preaching  the  gofpel  and  planting  churches. 
When  perfons,  by  the  almighty  energy  of  the  Spirit 
of  Chrift  were  brought  to  believe,  upon  their  defiring 
baptifm  they   were  direfted  to  thofe    minifters  who 
were  ftyled  evangelifts,  who  were  Paul's  companions 
in  travel,  to   whom  the  adminiftration  of  this  ordi- 
nance was  committed.     The  fimplicity  of  his  preach- 
ing was  manifeft.  And  although  the  matter  of  it  was  of 
cterrtal  importance,  yet  he  preached  Chrift,  not  with 
wifdom  df  words ^  left  the  crofs  of  Chrift  Jhould  be  made  (f 
none  effeS.     For  the  preaching  <f  the  crofs ^  i.  e.  the  doc- 
trine of  Chrift  crucified,  is  to  them  thai  perifb^foolifi- 
ne/s  :  but  unto  us  which  arefaved^  it  is  the  power  of  God. 
Upon  this  he  quotes  a  pafiagc  from  the  prophecy  of 
Ifaiah,  which  had  been  fulfilled  in  the  people  of  (be 
J^ws.     For  it  is  zvritten,  I  will  deftroy  the  wifdom  of  the 
wife^  and  will  bring  to  nothing  the  underfianding  of  iht 
prudent.     Then  he  ufes  his  own  words,  with  a  deCgn 
to  humble  the  pride  of,  and  bring  into,  comtempt  all 
human  greatnefs  and  excellency  :  Where  is  the  wife? 
Philofophers,    can  they  by  fearching  find  out  God? 
JVbere  is  the/cribe?  Th^  letter  learned  and  profound 
Scholar,  does  lie  fee,  efteem,  and  value  this  myftery 
of  God,  falvation  by  the   death  and  paffion  of  his 
Son  ?  JVhere  is  the  difputer  of  this  world  ?  who  pretends 
to  give  an  account  of  the  caufes,  reafon,  and  fitnef?  of 
things:   Hath   not  God  made  foolifb  the  noi/dotn  of  ibis 
world?    Inafmuch   as   the    myfteries    of    the  gofpel 
exceed  their  comprehenfion,   are  fuperior   to   their 


Gbd  only  known  by  Revelation.  371 

i^^afon,  and  above  their  apprehenfion.  For  after  that^ 
in  the  wifdom  of  God,  the  world  by  wifdom  knew  not  Gcdj  it 
pleajed  God  by  the  foolijhnefs  of  preaching  tofave  them  that 
believe. 

I  (hall,  by  the  Lord's  afliftance,  attempt  an  expla- 
ftatioil  of  my  text  in  the  following  manner : 

By  endeavouring  to  exprets  what  may  be  conceived 
to  be  the  apoftle's  meaning  in  thefe  words.  For  after  that^ 
in  the  wifdom  of  Godj  the  world  by  wifdom  knew  not  Godi 

Then  I  will  ftate  the  utter  impoffibility  of  coming 
to  the  tf  ue  and  faving  knowledge  of  God  but  by  reve- 
lation and  infpiratioli.  * 

Afterwards,  it  will  be  confidered,  that  it  is  the 
good  pleafure'of  God,  by  the  fooliflinefs  of  preach- 
iilg,  to  fave  them  that  believe. 

My  'propofal  is,  firft,  to  explain  and  exprefs  what 
may  be  conceived  to  be  meant  by  the  apoftle  in  thefe 
words  :  For  after  that^  in  the  wifdom  of  God^  the  world  by 
wifdom  knew  not  God,  The  wifdom  of  God  here,  with- 
out doubt,  refers  to  the  difplay  of  it  in  the  creation, 
.  fuftentation,  government,  and  difpofal  of  the  heavens 
and  the  earth,  with  all  therein;  and  which  difcover 
fuch  an  imprefs  of  Deity,  that  it  may  be  truly /aid, 
The  heavens  declare  the  ghry  of  God :  and  the  jirmaiiient 
yheweth  his  handy  work.  The  vifible  world  and  every 
part  of  it,  is  a  book  wherein  we  may  read  fome  fylla- 
bles  of  Godhead.  The  power  of  God  is  evident  in 
fpeaking  all  things  out  of  npthing  into  being — in 
ftretching  out  the  heavens  like  a  curtain— laying  the 
beams  of  his  chambers  in  the  waters — in  compaffing 
the  earth  with  bounds  until  day  and  night  come  to  an 
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end ;  and  in  fetting  bounds  to  the  mighty  waters,  that 
they  turn  not  again  to  cover  the  earth.     The  wifdom 
of  God  (hines  forth  in  the  order,  variety,  and  beauty 
of  creation.     The  goodnefs  of  God,  in    communi- 
cating to  every  creature  various  endowments  for  their 
ufefulnefs  to  one  another,  and  furnifliing  them  with 
abilities  to  attain  their  ends.    Yea,  God  is  the  fountain 
of  all  perfeflion,  and  his  immuubility  is  manifeft  by 
the   creatures,  every  one  of  which  being  fubjeft  to 
change,  partakes  therefore  more  or  lefs  of  imper- 
feflion.     His  eternity  may  be  feen  in  creation,  fiiKt 
Jehovah  UHifl:  exiR  before  what  was  made  by  him: 
his  omriifcience,  he  being  prefent  with  all  the  work3 
of  his  hands ;  his  fovereignty,  in  that  his  kingdom 
ruleth  over  all :  his  fpirituality,  he  being  invifible : 
his  fufficiency,  feeing  all  creatures  had  a  beginning, 
and  he  had  no  more  need  of  them  in  time,  than  before 
time  :  his  majefty,  in  the  glory  and  luftre  of  the  hea- 
vens, which  are  his  throne.    Though  fo  much  of  God 
is  vifibly   manifefted  in  creation,  and  the   conftant 
viciffitudes  of  providential  events,  yet  it  is  "affirmed^ 
the  world  by  wifdom  knew  not  God.     Man,  the  epitome 
of  all  creation,  was  made  in  the  likenefs  and  im^ 
of  God  :  and  the  firft  Adam  was  filled  with  wifdom 
and    underftanding.      He    knew    Jehovah    in  his 
nature,  perfons,  and  perfedions,  as  far  as  was  fuiuble 
to  his  (late  and  capacity.     He  knew  the  creation  of 
all  worlds,  beings,  and  things,  to  be  an  mEt  of  pure 
fovereignty;  that  the  divine,  coequal,  and  coetenari 
Three,  were  jointly  concerned  therein  :  that  the  end 
propofed  by  them  was  the  glory  of  the  divine  perfiK- 
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tionS5  and  that  God  himfelf  was  the  chief  end  of  man. 
But  man,  being  fallen  from  his  primitive  (late,  knew 
not  God,  loft  the  very  knowledge  he  had  of  him,  and 
was,  through  the  fall,  as  ignorant  of  God  and  the  things 
of  God,  as  a  wild  afs's  colt.  In  which  cafe  he  muft 
have  remained,  had  he  not  been  favoured  with  divine 
revelation.     This  will  appear,    if  we  confider  that 
though  the  invifibU  things  of  God  from  the  creation  of  the 
world  are  clearly  feen^  being  underftoodby  the  things  that 
are  made^  even  bis  eternal  power  and  Godhead^  yet  the 
Heathens,    dieir  wife    men    and    philofophers,  who 
fearched  into  the  nature  of  fecond  caufes,  were  igno- 
rant of  God  in  the  felf-exiftence,  (implicity,  and  holi« 
nefs-of  his  nature.     And  when  they  knew,  or  might 
have  known  God  by  the  works  of  creation  and  provi* 
dence,  fo  as  to  acknowledge  his  eternal  Deity,  they 
glmijied  him  not  as  God^  but  changed  the  truth  of  God  into 
alie^  and  worjbipped  and  ferved  the  creature  more  than 
the  Creator^  who  is  blejfedfor  ever^  Amen.    Though  his 
perfections  are  manifefted  in  the   creatures,  and  his 
power  in  their  prefervation,  yet  the  wife  philofophers 
of  Greece  and  Athens^  knew  hi.m  not.     Arts  and 
fciences  cannot  enlighten   the  mind  into  the  know- 
ledge of  him.     This  will  appear  more  fully,  as  we 
coniider  the  ftate  of  mankind  fince  the  fall.     Upon 
the  entrance  of  fin  into  the  world,  God  in  rich  grace 
revealed  unto  Adam,  that  the  feed  of  the  woman  fhould 
bruife  the  ferpent's  head.    This  was  the  only  means  of 
fallen  Adam's  being  reftored  to  the  true  and  faving 
knowledge  of  God.  Henceforward,  God  confines  the 
true  knowledge  of  himfelf  to  a  few  families:  after- 

B  b  3 


574  ^^  ^^b^  known  by  Revelation^ 

wards  makes  himfelf  known  to  AbraKam  and  his  pof- 
terity,  to  whom  he  gave  his  Holy  Spirit ;  whilft  at 
the  fame  time  he  fufFered  all  nations  to  live  in  their 
natural  darknefs,  and  to  remain  in  the  fliadow  of 
death :  and  even  the  Ifraelites  were  not  all  of  them 
fpiritually  illuminated.  There  was  a  man  among 
them  who  had  never  finned  againft  his  confcience,  who 
was  a  profound  fcholar,  a  perfefl:  moralift,-  a  devout 
profeffor  of  religion,  an4  yet,  with  all  his  wifdom, 
learning,  and  profeffed  piety,  he  was  abfolutely  igno- 
rant of  the  true  and  faving  knowledge  of  Cod,  and 
his  Son  Jefus  Chrift.  Saul,  who  was  afterward  called 
Paul,  an  apoftle  of  Jefus  Chrift,  is  the  man  I  mean. 
And  yet,  who  flood  a  fairer  chance  to  be  acquainted 
with  God  and  the  things  of  God  ?  Nor  is  it  a  whit 
better  with  any  others;  for  in  this  kingdom,  in  the 
laft  century,  two  of  the  greateft  aftronomers  amongft 
us  were  Arians,  whofe  doftrines  are  no  better  than 
Deifm,  and  tend  to  direft  Atheifm. 

Here,  Sirs,  I  w^ould  ftop  and  obferve,  that  it  is 
impoffible  for  man,  by  all  the  ufe  of  his  rational  and 
reafoning  faculties,  by  acquired  knowledge  in  the  arts 
and  fciences,  by  philofophy  or  aftronomy,  to  find  out 
the  true  knowledge  of  God,  or  gain  the  leaft  fpiritual 
acquaintance  with  him.  It  is  true,  that  there  is  a  God 
may  be  known,  but  this  is  not  the  true  and  faving 
knbwledge  of  the  Godhead.  You  may,  in  a  certain 
fenfe,  know  and  acknowledge  God,  confefs  him.to  be 
holy,  juft,  and  good,  know  that  fin  is  a  tranfgreflion 
of  his  law,  and  be  convinced  that  without  holinefs  no 
man  fhall  fee  the  Lord,  and  yet  be  perf^6lly  ignorant 
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of  God  to  any  good  purpofe.  The  "words  before  us 
cxprefsly  declare  that  though  God's  wifdom  (hhies 
evidently  throughout  every  part  bf  creation,  and 
holds  forth  God  to  view  as  incomprehenfible  in 
eflence,  and  boundlefs  in  perfeftions,  yet  that  the 
world  by  wifdom  knew  not  God.  This  leads  me  then 
to  confider  how  we  may  be  brought  to  the  true  and 
laving  knowledge  of  the  Holy  one.  This  x:annot  be 
without  divine  revelation  and  infpiratioii.  Hear  what 
our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  himfelf  fays,  All' things  are  deli^ 
vered  unto  me  of  my  Father  :  and  no  man  knoweth  the  Son^ 
hut  the  Father:  neither  knoweth  any  man  the  Father^  fave 

•  the  Son  J  and  he  to  whomfoever  the  Son  will  reveal  him. 
That  we  may  attain  a  true  knowledge  of  God,  there 
mud  be  a  revelation  of  the  incomprehenfible  nature, 
diftinft  perfonalities,  and  infinite  perfeflions  of  Deity. 
By   what  means  (hall  we  obtain  this  ?  Canjl  thou  ty 

Jearching  find  out  God  t  Canft  thou  find  out  the' Almighty 
unto  perfeHion  ?  Without  the  trife  knowledge  of  the 
objeft  of  worfliip  we  cannot  perform  any  true  a6i  of 
worfhip.  It  is  the  knowledge  of  God  that  muft  lead 
us  to  God.  Neither  is  tlie^bare,  fuperficial  knowledge 
of  God  in  his  three  divine  and  glorious  perfons,  fuffi- 
cicnt.  A  trinity  in  the  unity  of  th^  incomprehenfible 
cflence  may  be  acknowledged,  and  yet  we  may  be 
deftitute  of  divine,  intuitive,  fpiritual  knowledge. 
The  Scripture- declares,  iVb  man  hath  feen  God  (or, 
known  God,  for  fo  it  might  be  rendered)  at  uny  time: 
the  only  begotten  Son^  which  is  in  the  bofom  of  the  Father^ 
he  hath  declared  him.  It  is  by  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  that 

^  the  knowledge  of  God  is  made  known ;  and  it  is  in 
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the  difcharge  and  exercife  of  his  prophetic  o$ce»  that 
he  enlightens  the  minds  of  (inners,  and  fliines  into 
their  hearts,  to  give  them  the  light  of  the  knowle(%e 
of  God.  Jefus  Chrift  is  the  glorious  medium,  apc^ 
God  tranfmits  his  beams  of  light  aivd  illumination 
upon  his  church  in  the  perfon  of  Jefus  Chrift;  who, 
by  his  Holy  Spirit,  gives  us  a  new  underftanding  to 
know  the  Lord ;  fan£iifies  the  will,  and  regenerates 
the  foul.  It  is  exprefsly  declared  in  the  wcMrd  of  the 
living  God,  that  no  man  can  call  Jefu§  Lord,  but  by 
the  Holy  Ghoft.  Then,  firs,  no  learning  nor  humaa 
lj;npwledge  can  create  in  us  one  fpiritual  idea  of  Chrifi, 
nor  give  us  the  leaft  fpiritual  acquaintance  with  the 
Lord.  Here  I  would  therefore  entreat  you  to  confi* 
der  the  fubjeft ;  and  if  the  only  means  of  arriving  at 
the  true  knowledge  of  God,  be  by  revelation  and 
i^fpiration,  it  becomes  us  to  adore  and  admire  God, 
Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghoft,  for  that  moft  perfeft 
and  precious  revelation  made  of  the  felf-exiftent  God- 
head, of  the  perfonalities  in  the  Godhead^  and  of 
the  economy  of  the  divine  perfons  in  the  everlafting 
covenant.  It  is  by  this  ever  bleffed  revelation,  which 
God  has  given  us  in  the  facred  Scriptures,  that  we  arc 
led  to  the  right  objeQ.  of  worfhip ;  and  it  is  by  the 
divine  infpiration  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  that  we  arc 
brought  to  know  the  Lord ;  and  every  aft  of  fpiritual 
worfhip  is  the  fruit  of  his  indwelling  in  us,  and  is 
owing  to  his  divine  breathing  upon  us.  This  will 
appear  by  repeating  what  has  been  before  fuggefled; 
that  Adam,  immediately  after  the  fall,  was  reftored 
and  recovered  to  the  knowledge  of  God  by  revel**. 
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tion;  which  exhibited  the  incarnate  God,"  as  ihot  folff 
obje£lof  his  faith,  and  foundauon  of  his  h6pe^  wuh<« 
o^f,  which,  he  could  have  kriown  nothing  of  God't 
grace  and  pardoning  Kiercy.  It,  was  this  which  laid 
the  foundation  for  the  ffrft  faith  in  Chr ift  that  ever  waft 
in  the  yorld.  The  fecond  perfon  in  the  Godheady 
according  to  his  covenant  office,  as  the  true  prophetr 
of  his  people,  inftruded  Adam ;  and  it  is  by  him  aU> 
the  faints  in  every  period  of  time  have  been  enlighU: 
ened,  and  made  wife  unto  falvation.  Thepatnarch^ 
were  enlightened  by  him;  fo  were  all  the*  prophett 
which  have  been  (ince  the  foundation  of  the  worl^d. 
He  himfelf  fays,  Iat»  come  a  lighi  into  the  worbL  Qoq: 
end  of  his  glorious  incarnation  was,  to  reveal  andb 
manifeft  the  love,  grace,  and  mercy  of  God.  Ho 
enlightened  all  his  holy  apoftles ;  and  by  him  hia^ 
church  is  ftill,  and  will  evermore  be  illuminated.  ar»dr 
made  light  in  the  Lord.  If  the  outward  means^ 
whereby  Chrift  is  mod  gracioufly  pleafed  to  bring  us 
IP  the  true  and  faving  knowledge  of  God,  be  the 
ilifpired  volume,,  how  invaluable  fhould  the  wriittea 
word  be  to  us :  we  can  never  prize  it  too  highly.  Alt 
^he  true  knowledge  of  God  upon  earth  is  contained  ia 
the  facred  Scriptures,  and  they  are  fufficient  to  make 
us  wife  unto  falvation,  by  faith  which  is  in  Chrift 
Jefus.  But,  alas  !  who  amongll  us,  is  not  found  guilty 
of  prizing  every  and  any  good  book,  more  than  and 
above  the  book  of  God  ?  Yet  it  is  an  undeniable 
truth,  and  I  may  appeal  to  each  of  you  who  are  fpi* 
ritual^  to  teftify  concerning  the  truth  of  it,  that  your 
fouls  are  never  more  powerfully   quickened,,  your 
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hearts  more   divinely   comfortedy   your  faith  more 
eftabliftied,  than  when  you  are  at  any  time  fpiritu- 
ally  meditating  upon  the   Lord's  own    word.     The 
Holy  Ghoft  makes  ufe  of  his  own  word  of  infpiration, 
as  a  vehicle  for  communicating  fuch  difcoveries  of 
God  the  Father  and  of  Chrift,  as  leave  a  divine  im- 
prefs,  and   give   us   at  times  to  fay,    God  who  com' 
manded  the  light  to  Jhine  out  of  darknefs^  hath  Jhined  in 
our  hearts^  to  ffve  the  light  of  the  knowledge  of  the  gtorj 
(fGod^  in  the  face  ofjefus  Chriji.     The  new  covenant 
promife  is,  All  thy  children  /hall  be  taught  of  the  Lord. 
They  /hall  all  know  me  from  the  lea/l  to  the  great efl.  IwiU 
give  them  an  heart  to  know  me]  that  I  am  the  Lord.    It 
is  written  in  the  prophets^  and  they  fhatt  be  all  taught  of 
God.     And  the  Holy  Spirit,  as  the  fpirit  of  wifdom 
and  revelation,  moft  gracioufly  makes  good  his  holy 
word  of  promife,  by  teaching  finners  the  true  know* 
ledge  of  God.     Hence  his  praife  is  celebrated  for  it 
by  the  Pfalmift :  Good  and  upright  is  the  Lord:  there- 
fore  will  he  teach  finners  in  the  way.     All  his  bleffed 
teaching  and   illumination  is  by  the  word,  and  ex- 
aflly  agreeable  unto  it.     The  word  is  the  inftruraent, 
and  the  Holy  Spirit  is  the  agent.     He  leads  us  to 
the  knowledge'  of  Chrift  and  of  the  Father  in  him : 
giving  us  an  inward  and  fpiritual  experience  to  know, 
feel,  and  acknowledge,  that   this   is   life   eternal,  to 
know  the  only  true  God,  and  Jefus  Chrift  whom  he 
bath  fent.     The  apoftle  John  writing  to  faints,  fays, 
We  know  that  the  Son  of  God  is  come^  and  hath  given  us 
an  under/landing  that  we  may  know  him  that  is  true :  and 
we  are  in  him  that  is  true^  even  in  his  Son  Jefus  Chrift. 
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TCbis  is  the  true  God  and  eternal  life.  Jefus  Chrift  is  the 
true  Gpd,  and  eternal  life  is  in  him  ;  and  it  is  in  the 
perfon  of  Jefus  Chrift,  as  God  perfonally  dwelling  ia 
our,  nature,  that  Jehovah  is  difcovered,  revealed, 
and  made  known  to  us.  He  is  encircled  with  that 
ocean  of  light,  through  which  no  mortal  eye  ever  did 
pierce,  or  can  approach  to.  He  dwells  in  the  lights  wbicb^ 
no  man  can  approach  iinto^  whom  no  man  hath  feen^  nor 
can  fee.  As  the  created  light  of  the  fun  overpowers, 
the  eyes  of  our  bodies,,  fo  the  glorious  light  of  God 
overpowers  the  eyes  of  our  fouls.  And  as  we  cannot 
fee  the  fun  but  in  its  own  light,  fo  we  cannot  fee, 
apprehend,  and  favingly  know  Chrift,  but  in  his  own 
light.  It  is  by  his  own  beams  of  light  and  truth, 
through  the  almighty  influences  of  the  Holy  Ghoft, 
that  we  know  that  he  who  hath  feen  him,  hath  feen 
the  Father:  that  there  is  a  mutual  inbeing  and  in* 
dw<elling  of  the  Father  in  the  Son,  and  the  Son  in  the 
Father ;  and  that  the  glory  of  God  and  of  Chrift,  are 
beheld  and  known  in  the  glafs  of  the  gofpel.  Ho\r 
great  then  is.  the  bleffing  of  fpiritual  knowledge  and 
infpirationi  The  true  knowledge  of  God  .is  altoge- 
ther from  above :  it  is  purely  heavenly  and  divine ; 
you,  therefore,  upon  whom  the  fun  of  righteoufnefs 
hath  rifen,  into  whofe  hearts  he  hath  Ihone  to  give 
you  the  light  of  the  knowledge  of  the  glory  of  God, 
c^n  never  fufficiently  blefs  and  praife  him  for  it. 
-Being  enlightened,  you  can  take  in,  and  may  con* 
template  and  view  inconteftible  eviaences  of  Chrift's 
eternal  power  and  Godhead  in  the  works  of  nature. 
Jpdeed,  it  becomes  you  to  view  this  glafs,  in  which 
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there  is  fa  glorious  a  difptay  of  Deity.  The  Sort  of 
God  alTumed  a  human  form;  and  in  his  converfe 
with  Job,  read  him  fuch  a  ledure  on  the  works  of 
creation  and  providence,  as  gave  this  faint  an  amazing 
view  -and  conception  of  Chrift*s  incomprehenfible 
power^  eternity,  goodnefs,  and  fovereignty^  Yet 
Chrift,  as  Chrift,  i.  e.  as  God-man,  Mediator,  is  /&f 
pcraoet  of  God^  and  the  wi/doth  of  God.  The  whole  fill* 
nefs  of  ^  Codhead  dwelleth  in  him.  AH  the  perfec* 
tions  of  the  Godhead  flione  forth  with  a  tranfcendem 
luftre  in  his  work  of  mediation ;  and  all  other  works  of 
God  are  eclipfed,  when  he  is  apprehended,  revealed) 
and  difcovered.  Spiritual  illumination  is  equal  to  the 
work  of  creation.  The  fame  almighty  Jehovah, 
who  faid,  Lei  there  be  light:  and  there  was  lights  muft 
command  the  light  to  (hine  into  our  hearts.  Spiri- 
tual renovation  is  a  new  creation,  and  is  owing  to  a 
new  creating  aft  in  God;  it  greatly  and  principally^ 
confifts  in  enlightening  the  mind,  in  giving  a  new  and 
fpiritual  underftanding  to  know  the  Lord..  I  add,  yoa 
and  I  know  no  more  of  God,  to  any  real  purpofe,  but 
as  we  are  and  have  been  taught  by  him.  It  is  by  the 
Spirit's  teaching  only  we  can  apprehend  fpiritual  truth 
fpiritually.  It  is  in  his  light  that  we  fee  Chrift,  and 
the  things  of  Chrift  ;  and  by  him  we  have  fellowlhip 
with  Jefus,  and  with  the  Father  in  him.  We  fliould 
therefore  prize  his  blefled  teachings,  and  be  looking 
up  to  him  continually  for  divine  inftruftion,  by  whofe 
anointings  we  {hall  know  all  favingand  neceffary  trifth: 
it  being  his  office  in  the  economy  of  grace,  to  teach 
and  lead  us  into  all  truth.     Having  obferved,  dnt 
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though  the  wifdoni)  eternity,  and  perfeQions  of  God« 
head  are  difcovered  in,  and  manifefted  by  the  work 
af  creation;  yet  the  world,  by  all  the  wifdom  qf 
God  thus  made  known^  do  not,  cannot  know  him  to 
any  faving  purpofe  thereby ;  and  that  we  (land  in 
need  of  divine  revelation  and  infpiration,  without 
which  we  cannot  know  the  Lord :  it  remains  to  be 
confidered,  that  i(  is  the  good  pleafure  of  God  by  the 
fooliflinefs  of  preaching  to  fave  them  that  believe. 
Man  ivas  at  firft  a  very  knowing  creature.  There 
was  nothing  vifible  or  invifible  but  he  was  capable  of 
having  fome  knowledge  of,  and  acquaintance  with^ 
cither  by  means  of  his  fenfes,  which  were  exa&ly 
fuited  to  prefent  things,  or  by  having  his  rational 
faculties  enlightened  and  raifed  up  to  obje6b  fuperior 
to,  and  which  infinitely  exceeded  him.  And  yet,  it 
will  be  eafily  granted,  that  man,  in  his  priftine  ftate 
of  purity  and  glory,  needed  a  revelation  and  infpira* 
tion,  when  we  confider  that,  creation,— God's  end  and 
defign  in  it — the  formation  ofhis  body  out  of  the  dull 
of  the  ground— the  forming  Eve  out  of  bis  rib—the 
inftitution  of  the.fabbath,  could  not  be  known  to  him 
by  any  other  way.  As  to  the  knowledge  of  the  eternsd 
counfel  and  covenant  of  the  coequal  and  incompre- 
henfible  trinity,  on  the  behalf  of  the  ele£^,  this  we 
are  entirely  indebted  to  revelation  and  infpiration  for. 
The  angeU  of  Jehovah's  prefence,  thofe  bright  intel- 
ligences, who,  as  bright  morning  ilars,  were  created  on 
the  firft  d^  and  rofe  out  of  nothing  into  being  at 
God's  altafighty  fiat^  who  fung  their  maker's  praife, 
ihoutmg  with  joy,  feem  to  know  nothing  of  gofpel 
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myfteries  but  by  revelation.  ^0  the  intent  that  noii 
nnto  the  principalities  and  powers  in  heavenly  places^ 
fni^t  be  kmnvn  by  the  church  the  maiiifold  wijdm  ij 
Cod.  When  the  Scripture  declares  that  the  natural 
man  receiveth  not  the  things  of  the  Spirit  of  God^  it  adds, 
for  they  are  foolijhnejs  unto  him ;  neither  can  he  hm 
ihem^  becaufe  they  are  fpirituaUy  difcemed.  This  doc's 
not  fuppofe  that  fin  has  deftroytfd  any  Acuities  of  tbfe 
foul,  but  that  it  has  moft  awfully  corrupted,  polluted, 
and  darkened  them.  Hence  a  ntan  out  of  Chrift,  with- 
out the  Spirit  of  Chrift,  may  have  a  large  and  an 
acquired  knowledge  of  various  fciences,  yet  this  cahndt 
give  him  the  leaft  fpiritual  knowledge  of  God,  or  d 
the  things  of  God.  It  hath  f)leafed  God  in  his  infinite 
vifdom  and  grace,  to  fix  and  appoint  the  preaching  of 
the  gofpel  as  the  means  of  faving  finners  from  the 
power  of  unbelief,  and  the  darknefs  of  their  natural 
minds.  This  means  God  hath  fixed  upon,  by  which  be 
confounds  the  wifdom  of  the  wife,  and  Rains  the  pirMe 
of  all  human  glory.  By  the  foolifhnefs  of  preaching, 
wherein  is  declared  the  wifdom  of  God  in  a  nciyftery, 
his  everlafting  love  and  delight  in  the  perfons  of  his 
people,  whom  he  chofe  in  Chrift  before  the  founda- 
tion of  the  world,  are  brought  forth  to  view,  publiflied, 
and  declared  :  whereby  it  is  feen,  that  //  is  not  of  him 
that  willeth^  nor  of  him  that  runneth^  but  of  God  that 
Jheweth  mercy^;  that  falvation  is  of  the  Lord  alone, 
irrefpeSive  of  the  creature's  worth  or  worthinefs; 
that  as  Jin  has  reigned  unto  deaths  even  fo  might  grace 
reign  through  righteoufnefs  unto  eternal  life^  by  Jefus  Cbrifi 
mir  Lord^     It  is  not  by  leflures  on  the  nature  of  the 
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« 
moral  law,  nor  by  a  defcant  on  the  work  of  creation 

and  providence,  but  by  the  preaching  of  Chrift  cruci- 
fied, that  fmners  are  faved.  Though  this  is  called 
the  fooUftinefs  of  preaching,  either  becaufe  it  is  dif- 
cfteemed  by  the  carnal  world,  or  on  account  of  the 
fubjeft,  the  fufFerings,  bloodlhedding,  facrifice,  and 
.death  of  the  Son  of  God  in  our  nature ;  yet,  this 
foolijhnefs  of  God,  (an  ironical  cfxprcffion)  is  wifer 
than  men;  and  the  weaknefs  of  God  is  Jironger  than 
men.  Hereby,  Satan  is  defeated,  finners  conquered 
by  viftorious  and  triumphant  grace,  their  minds 
enlightened  by  the  day  fpring  from  on  high,  and  their 
fouls  faved  from  fin,  death,  and  hell.  This  method 
of  divine  grace  proceeds  from  the  good  pleafure  of 
God's  will.  It  pleafed  God  by  the  foolijhnefs  of  preachings 
tofave  them  that  believe,  God's  free,  fovereign,  imma- 
taWe  grace,  flows  from  his  own  will  as  the  fountain 
of  it ;  and  is  difcovcred  unto  us  in  the  glorious  me- 
diation of  our  adorable  Redeemer,  the  Lord  Jefus 
Chrift,  who  is  the  almighty  Saviour  of  perifliing  fin- 
ners; who  faves  them  in  himfelf  with  an  everlafting 
falvation.  The  gofpel,  the  preaching  of  it,  is  faid 
to  fave  thetn  that  believe,  not  aftually,  but  inftru- 
xnentally,  for  Chrift  alone  faves.  But  the  gofpel  is 
the  chariot  in  which  he  rides  forth,  and  difplays  his 
amazing  love,  tranfcendent  mercy^  and  tranfportiqg, 
charms.  His  perfon  and  falvation  are  the  grand  fub- 
jefts  of  the  gofpeU  by  it  we  underftand  that  God  was 
in  Cbriji^  reconciling  the  world  unto  himfelf  That  in-  the 
accomplifliing  this  myfterious  affair,  it  pleafed  the  Land 
to  brmfi  bim^  with  all  the  weight  of  vindiftive  wrathr; 


and  be  baib  kid  on  bim  ibe  iniquity  of  us  all.  That  he  was 
wounded  for  our  tranfgreffions  /  tbat  be  was  bruijed  for  tm 
iniquities  s  that  tbe  cbqftifoment  of  our  peace^  or  puniih- 
ment  of  pur  Gns,  was  upon  bim^  and  that  wiib  bisfiripes 
we  are  bealed.  The  gofpel  brings  to  our  c^rs  thu 
comfortable  meffage;  To  you  is  tbe  word  of  thisfakf^ 
tionfent:  that  JehovaH)  the  Son^  has  been  incamatei 
and  has  finiihed  tbe  tranfgreffion,  made  an  end  of  fiflf 
made  reconciliation  for  iniquity^  and  brought  in  ever- 
lading  righteoufnefs.  There  is  a  freenefs,  fulnefs^and 
completenefs  in  the  redemption  which  is  in  Chrift  Jefus, 
all  being  of  grace ;  in  the  difplay  of  which,  J  £hovaB) 
in  his  divine  peffons,.wiU  be  glorified  for  ever.  // 
pleafed  God  hy  tbe  foolijhnefs  (f  preachings  by  the  breath 
of  poor  weak  and  finful  mortals,  to  fave  ibem  tbat 
helieve.  There  are  fome  who  are  altogether  for  infill- 
ing upon  a  knowledge  of  our  efFe6fual  calling,  who 
will  allow  none  to  have  a  right  to  look  upon,  and 
call  themfelves  tlie  Lord's,  who  cannot  tell  the  place 
where,  the  means  by  which,  and  the  very  time  wheni 
the  Lord  firft  wrought  in  their  fouls.  I  expeCl  fuch  fen- 
timents,  in  the  iffoe  of  things,  will  prove  hurtful  inftcad 
of  being  ufeful.  I  grant,  fomc  Can  give  a  very  clear 
and  circumflantial  account  of  God's  work  on  their 
fouls,  but  it  is  the  fruit  of  a  retrofptQivc  view  of  the 
whole  of  God's  operations  upon  them.  The  truth  of 
the  matter  is,  that  in  the  work  of  regeneration  we  are 
altogether  pafTive ;  and  though  the  mighty  power  of 
God  is  put  forth  in  us,  the  fame  power  which  wrought 
in  Chrift  in  rai(kig  him  from  the  dead,  whereby  ve 
are  quickened  and  made  alivd  to  God  by  the  Hoi/ 
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'  Ghoft,  yet  we  perceive  it  not.  The  efFeSts  which 
accompany  and  follow  \xp6n  it^  we  perceive  and  feel  j 
and  by  them  many  can  trace  the-  leadings^  tnethods^ 
and  means  which  the  Lord  made  ufe  of,  and  blefled 
to  the  difcoVering  unto  them  the  exceeding  finfulnefs 
of  fin,  their  need  of  Chrift,  and  how  he  was  reVeaJed 
in  them,  and  became  precious  linto  thejii.  But  the 
exaft  time  when  God  breathed  fpiritual  life  into  their 
fouls,  cantiol  be  traced  out ;  though  when  they  firft 
perceived  a  concern  and  change  in  their  fouls  may; 
Do  you  perceive  what  1  aim  it?  It  is  to  cftablifli 
this  great  and  important  truth,  that  what  we  call 
regeneration,  orj  being  born  again^  is  the  infufion  of 
fpiritual  life  froiii  Chriftj  the  head  of  his  myftic  body^ 
into  our  fouls  by  the.agency  of  the  Eternal  Spirit  1 
that  with  it  all  the  feeds  of  grace  and  principles  of 
hoiinefs  are  implanted,  and  which  are  difcovered  and 
drawn  forth  by  the  divine  influertces  of  the  Spirit  in  and 
iipon  us;  fo  that  by  the  effeCts  our  effettuai  calling 
-may  be  proved.  And  fome,  who  go  but  a  fnail's 
pace  to  heavenj  give  bleffed  proof  of  their  being 
taught  of  God,  and.  that  they  are  kept  by  the  p&wer  of 
God  through  faith  unto  falvation^  as  much  as  others 
^\ih  can  with  greater  precifion  fpeak  out  and  trace  thei 
means  which  God  made  ufe  of,  to  difcover  unto  them 
that  they  wete  called  according  to  his  eternal  purpofe 
in  Chrift  Jefus.  Dr.  Goodwin  (\yhom  I  quote  to 
llluftrate  iny  meaning)  fays^  "  Suppofe  you  lived  at 
.**  the  latter  day,  and  were  fainfs  and  believers  when 
^  Chrift  came  to  judgment,  you  fhould  fee  fome 
^*-  mtvt%  bodies  raifed  out  of  the  grave,  but  your  own 
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^  bodies  and  fpirits  will  be  changed,  d^angcd  m  an 
•*  iiiRant.  You  will  tiot  find  a  mighty  power  upon 
*'  you  fenfibly,  but  you  will  find  a  mighty  work, 
^  whereby  you  will  find  yourfelves  not  to  be  the 
"»men  you  were;  your  bodies  will  ftiine  as  the  fun 
^*  in  an  inftant.  So  it  is  in  regeneration  :  there  is  a 
"  mighty  change  wrought  in  the  foul ;  but  if  a  man 
*'  will  judge  of  it  by  what  he  feeleth;  if  he  will  judge 
^*  of  it  by  any  violent  power  put  forth  in  it,  there  is 
•^  exceeding  little — a  man  feeleth  nothing  ;  he  feeleib 
"  flirrings  and  workings  in  his  fpirit  indeed,  as  there 
**  will  be  when  a  man  is  thus  changed ;  there  will  be 
**  an  elevation  of  the  fpirit  and  of  the  body,  at  the 
^'  latter  day  ;  but  for  any  violent  work,  there  will  be 
'*  none.  So  oftentimes  it  is  in  the  work  of  grace  in 
"  us,  it  is  the  fame  power  that  makes  us  new  crea- 
"  tures,  that  raifeth  faints  out  of  the  grave  from  the 
"  duft,  and  as  much  is  in  the  one  as  the  other." 

The  Holy  Ghoft,  by  the  preaching  of  Chrift  cru- 
cified, is  pleafed  to  quicken  dead  finncrs,  bringing 
home  the  gofpel  with  power  to  their  hearts ;  he  fub- 
dues  their  wills,  and  inclines  them  to  the  obedience 
of  faith ;  by  revealing  Chrift  in  the  gofpel  to  their 
underftandings,  they  are  enlightened;  and  by  reveal- 
ing him  in  their  hearts  to  their  confciences,  he  forms 
him  in  them  as  their  hope  of  eternal  glory.  Thus  they 
are  brought  to  know  him  that  is  boly-^  him  that  is  true^ 
and  to  know  themfelves  to  be  in  him  that  ts  true^  being 
made  one  fpirit  with  the  Lord.  Sirs,  I  mult,  for  the 
jjlory  of  God,  remind  you,  that  we  cannot  know 
^efiis  ^nd  his  falvation  but  by  the  gofpel;.  that  all  the 
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inwiard  and  fpiritual  revealing^  of  Chrift  by  the  eternal 
Spiritf  are  exaftly  agreeable  to  the  written  word.  I 
tremble  at  it,  when  I  hear  any  fpeak  of  their  fbrmirtg 
lip  a  notion  or  conception  of  their  own^  of  Chrift  m 
their  minds.  I  hate  and  abhor  it  as  I  do  popery.  It 
is  a  fpiritual  revelation  of  Chrift,  as  a  fpiritual  Jefus, 
revealed  to  the  foul  by  the  Spirit,  which  the  Scriptute 
fpeaks  of;  it  is,  if  I  miftake  not,  exprefled  by  Dr. 
Owen,  in  fuch  words  as  thefe : — "  The  Spirit  draws 
a  pifture,  or  creates  an  idea  of  Chrift  upon  the  fouK 
As  the  light  and  beams  of  the  fun  give  evidence  oF 
the  exiftence  of  that  glorious  luminary,  fo  the  light 
*^  and  beams  of  the  fun  of  everlafting  righteoufnefsj 
**  (hining  uj5on  and  into  the  hearts  of  believers^  give 
*^  evidence  of  him,  and  of  perfonal  intereft  in  hini. ' 
There  is  an  holy  communion  between  Chrift  arid 
believers,  carried  on  in  their  fouls  by  the  Spirit  of 
Chrift,  who  makes  many  precious  difcoveries  of  Chrift 
Unto  them.;  giving  them  fpiritual  views  of  his  tran- 
fcendent  glory  and  eternal  worth  and  excellency; 
and  he  difcovers  Chrift  to  his  peopte  as  exa6lly  fuit- 
able  to  their  ftate  and  cafe.  Under  views  of  guilt,  he 
prefents  them  with  a  view  of  the  Redeemer  as  having 
been  made  fin  and^  curfe  for  them.  The  redeeming 
efficacy  of  his  blood  he  exhibits  to  their  view,  leading 
them  to  confider  that  it  cleanfeth  from  all  fin.  When 
they  view  the  holy  requirements  and  immutable  nature 
of  God's  moral  law,  he  prefents  to  their  faith;  Jefus^ 
as  Jehovah  their  righteoufnefs.  If  they  feel,  and 
have  an  increafing  view  of  their  wants,  he  gives  theoa 
a  view  of  the  fulnefs  of  grace  in  Chrift ;  and  as  they 
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perceive  their  ignorance,  he  leads  them  to  Chrift  in 
the  exercife  of  iaith  for  divine  inftruftion.  As  they 
perceive  their  guilt,  and  feelinoly  mourn  for  it,  he 
increafes  their  eftimation  of,  aff'eQion  for,  a^id  confi- 
dence m  the  inierceflion  of  their  great  high  Prieft.  As 
they  experience  the  rebellion  of  their  wills,  he  gives 
diem  to  view  Jefus  as  King-mediator,  whofe  kingdom 
is  a  mod  glorious  principality  of  grace ;  who  rules  in 
the  hearts  of  his  faints,  and  orders  all  things  for, 
them  :  he  has  their  enemies  under  his  feet,  and  will 
make  his  people  conquerors,  and  more  than  con- 
querors, through  him.  .  The  Holy  Spirit  reveals  more 
and  more  of  Chrift,  giving  the  believer  fuch  views  of 
Jefus  as  words  cannot  exprefs,  and  that  in  an  holy? 
fupernatural,  and  heavenly  manner.  It  is  not  the 
natural  ignorance  which  may  be  in  a  believer,  is  any 
bar  to  this.  Among  fuch  as  really  know  the  Lord, 
^here  are  fonie  whofe  knowledge  copfifts  chiefly  in 
knowing  him  in  the  holinefs,  harmony,  fpiritualiiyj 
and  majefty  of  divine  truth.  Some  of  enlarged  facul- 
ties are  greatly  enlightened  into  the  doftrines  of  grace, 
and  have  fellowfhip  with  God  by  means  of  them; 
whilft  others,  of  lefs  capacities,  who  are  alike  holy, 
know  God  and  Chrift,  and  the  things  of  the  Spirit,  in 
a  more  intuitive,  experimental  way  ;  the  Holy  Spi- 
rit draws  up  their  fpiritual  faculties,  and  by  giving 
them  perfonal  communion  with  the  Father  andthJ 
Son,  they  frequently  enjoy  more  of  divine  love, 
fpeak  more  feelingly  of  the  things  of  God,  and  their 
converfation  hath  often  more  of  divine  unftion  attend- 
ing  it,    thaii   fuch  as   have   more^  enlarged  natural 
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capacities.  Believer,'  it  may  be  thou  art  of  a  low 
ftature,  and  weak  in  divine  knowledge;  yet,  if 
thou  doft  know  thus  much,  that  it  is  the  will  of 
God  to  fave  finners  by  Jefus  Chrift;  and  if  thou 
haft  been  brought  to  know  that  it  is  God's  will  to 
fave  thee  (a  finoer  in  thyfelf)  in  Chrift.  Jefus^  Xhou 
knoweft  what  is  fufficient  to  niake  thee  truly  happy  in 
life,  perfeftly  comfortable  in  dieath,  and  >^hat  will  fill 
thee  with  everlafting  joy  in  heaven. 

Thofe  who  believe  in  Chrift,  through  the  Spirit,  by 
the  gofpel,  are  fuch  as  it  pleafeth  God  to  five  from 
th^  guilt  and  darknefs  of  their  natural  ftate.  They 
win  be  found  in  Chrift  for  ever;  and  Will  one  day. 
Join  io  finging  with  that  innumeral^re  company  who 
are  already  got  to  glory,  having  waftied  their  robes 
and  made  them  white  in  th^  blood  of  the  Lamb, 
Jalvation  to  our  God,  which  Jitteth  upon  ibe  throne^  and 
unto  the  Ldmb^  . 

What  hath  been  delivered  according  to  God*s 
revealed  .truth,  may  the  Spirit  accompany  with  his 
energy  and  influences.,  feeling  his  trytli  on  your 
hearts,     Atn^np 
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Psalm  x^^xij.  V^r.  8. 

/  will  ittjiru^i  ibee^  and  teach  thee  in  the  way  which  ik^ 
Jhalt  go :  J  willguid^  thee  with  mine  ^ye. 

IT  hath  pleafed  God,  the  Holy  Spirit,  in  and  by 
the  facred  Scriptures,  tq  irtform  u$  of,  and  to  fet 
before  us,  thefe  three  great  and  grand  particulars, 
^he  knowledge  qf  which  hath  a  great  irifluence  in  the 
real  experience  of  all  believers  jn  Chrift  Jefus.  The 
firft  is,  the  economical,  fqsdral,  and  niutual  tranfac- 
tions  and  engagements  of  the  coequal  and  cqeternal 
perfons  in  the  felf-exifting  effence'  with  each  other,  in 
that  council  and  covenant  which  obtained  and  took 
place  between  them ;  in  which  they  engaged  before 
time  began,  on  the  behalf,  and  for  the  benefit  of  the 
eleft  human  race.  The  fecond  is,  how  the  Holy  and 
Eternal  Three  {land  related  toward,  and  are  engaged  by 
covenant  ftipulation,  proraife,  and  oath,  to  thofe  hcin 
(jf  promife.  And  the  third  is,  in  what  way  thofe  blef- 
fings,  which  flow  from  the  Father's  love,  through  the 
channel  of  the  Son's  mediation,  are  manifefted  and 


The  Lofd  the  Injirudor^  Teacher^  &c.  391 

brouglrt  home  by  the  Holy  Spirit's  gracious  r^vda- 
tion,  teftimony,  influences,  and  operation,  to  the  fouls 
of  the  elecl,  affording  them  thereby  fpiritnal  percep- 
.tion,  experience,  and  evidence,  in  their  own  minda, 
of  thofe  divine  eternal  realities  which  are  (et  before 
them  in  thofe  myfteries  of  grace,  by  which  they  arc 
brought  to  know  the  covenant  of  the  trinity — the  fal- 
vation  which  is  die  effeflof  it-r-the  bleffings  and  bene- 
fits flowing  from  it,  and  their  own  perfonal  intereft 
and  portion  therein :  this  knowledge  divinely  fup- 
ports  their  faith  and  hope,  and  encourages  them  to  go 
on  from  ftrength  to  ftrength,  until  they  receive  the 
end  of  their  faith,  the  falvation  of  their  fouls.  The 
pfalm  before  us,  is  a  pfalm  of  inftruQion;  it  defcribes 
the  bleflednefs  of  the  man  mito  whom  the  Lord  im^ 
puteth  righteoufnefs  without  works.  Blejfed  is  be  '(pboff 
tranfgrejjion  is  forgiven^  isohofe  fin  is  covered.  Ble{fe^ 
is  the  man  unto  whom  the  Lord  impiitetb  net  iniquitj. 
There  are  three  words  in  thefe  verfes  which  dif^ 
cover  the  nature  of  fin;  and  three  words  in  iben^ 
which  difcover  the  nature  of  pardon,  '^^^^[g^^ton^ 
Jin^  and  iniquity^  difcover  the  nature  of  fin ;  thus,  by 
Tranfgreifion  (or,  prevarication)  fome  underftand  fin3 
of  omiffion  and  commiffiori :  by  Sin^  thofe  inward 
inclinations  and  motions,  whereby  the  foul  fwerve^ 
from  the  law  of  God,  and  which  >rc  ttie  imme- 
diate caufes  of  external  fins  :  jt*quity  denotes  orir 
ginal  fin^  the  root  of  all.  Of  the  three  words  which 
imply  pardon  or  forgivenefs,  it  is  faid  that  the  firft 
word,  forgiven^  fignifies  to  take  away,  to  bear,  to 
carry  away,   referring  to  the  manner  whereby  it  i* 
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done — by  atonement  and  expiation.  The  fecond  word^ 
covered^  alludes,  as  fome  think,   to   the  covering  of 
the  Egyptians  in  the  Red  Sea :  I  ihould  rather  con- 
ceive the  reference  is  to  the  mercy-feat,  the  propitia* 
tory.     The  third  word  is  impute*     Pardon  of  .fin  con- 
fifts  in  the  non-imputation  of  it.     Grotius  thinks  this 
pfalm  W4S  fung  upon  the  great  day  of  atonement, 
"which,  in  obedience  to  the  JLord's   command,  was 
annually  obferVed  by  the  Jews ;  and  furely  it  maybe 
fafely  faid,  no  one  in  the  facred  colle&ion  coyld  be 
more  properly  fuited  to  the  folemnity.     When  ihey 
had  been  viewing  in  type  and  figure  all  their  fins, 
iniquities,  and  tranfgreffions  laid  upon  the  fcape  goat, 
a  type  of  our  Lord  Jefqs  Chrift,  on  whom  the  Lord 
hath  laid  the  iniquities  of  us  all,  and  whom  they  by 
faith  looked  unto  as  the  great  antitypicaLfcape  goat, 
they  might  well  fing  and    fay,    Blejfed  is  be  wbo/i 
iranfgreffwn  isforghen^  whofejin  is  covered^  BleJJed  is' the 
man  unto  whom  the  Lord  imputeth  not  iniquity.     Having 
viewed  their  fins  imputed  unto,  put  upon,  and  carried 
away  in  the  type  and  figure  by  the  animal  unto  a  land 
not  inhabited,  and  ihemfelves  typically  cleanfed  and 
difcharged  frotttthem,  their  minds  imprefTed  with  the 
folemn  tranfa6Uons  which  had  paffed  between  God 
?ind  the  Lamb,  and  how  thofe  great  a6ls  would  be 
manifefted  in  the  acceptable  year  of  the  Lord^  and  the 
4ay  of  vengeance  of  bur  God,  when  Chrift  would  appear 
find  put  away  fin  by  the  facrifice  of  himfelf ;  it  difr 
pofed  them  to  break  forth  in  declaring  the  moft  pre- 
cious benefits  which  would  flow  forth  upon  the  elect, 
as  the  confeduenge  of  Chrift's  moft  precious  blood' 
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fhedding.  Pardon  of  fin  is  a  bleffing  indeed;  and  it  ap- 
pears to  us  to  be  fo,  when  we  confider  the  nature  and 
extent  of* what  is  pardoned — tranfgrejfton^  frn^  iniquity i 
and  the  author  of  the  pardon.  God  was  in  ChriJ}^  recon^ 
cilingtbe  world untohimf elf ^  not  imputing  their trefpajfes  unto 
ibefn^  2  Cor.  v.  1 9.  Pardoned  finners,  /.  e.  fuch  as 
have  had  a  manifeftation  of  pardoning  mercy  brought 
hom^  to  their  hearts  by  the  Holy  Ghoft,  are  truly 
humbled  for  fin ;  a  feeling  fenfe  of  it  melts  the  heart 
gnd  makes  it  contrite :  fin  is  then  rightly  confeffed, 
and  God  is  glorified  for  the  free  forgivenefs  of  it» 
His  boundlefs  mercy  is  increafingly  prized  in  the  grow* 
ing  fenfe  of  the  exceeding  finfulhefs  of  fin,  which  is 
followed  with  more  hatred  of,  and  more  viQory 
over  it.  Such|  though  not  without  fin,  cannot  allow 
themfelves  in  the  commiflion  of  it.  The  pfalmift 
declares  his  own  experience^  that  when  fin  lay 
upon  his  mind,  he  for  a  feafon  flegkQed  to  humble 
himfelf  before  God  by  confeffion.  PVhen  I  kept 
Jilence^  my  bones  waxed  old ;  through  my  roaring  all  the  day 
-  long.  For .  day  and  night  thy  hand  was  heavy  upon  me  : 
my  moijiure  is  turned  into  the  drought  of  fummer.  Sclah. 
This  brought  him  to  feek  the  Lord  fuiiably  to  his 
prefent  cafe.„  /  acknowledge  my  fin  unto  ihee^  and  mine 
iniquity  have  I  not  hid:  I  faid^  I  will  confefs  my  tranf 
greffions  unto  the  Lord ;  and  thou  forgavef  the  iniquity  of 
my  fin.  Selab.  Having  given  an  account  of  his  cafe, 
and  of  the  Lord's  goodnefs  to  him  upon  his  prayer  and 
confeflion  of  fin,  he  adds,  por  thisfhall  every  one  that 
is  godly  ^  pray  unto  thee^  in  a  time  when  thou  mayeft  be  founds 
i.   e.  godly  perfons  would  be  encouraged  from  the 
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fuccefs  he  had  met  with  in  acknowlecjging  fin,  to  take 
a  like  flep,  and  make  their  fupplications  alfo  to  the 
Lord  for  a  roanifeftative  fenfe  of  pardon  in  time  of 
foul  diftrefs,  which  is  a  time  when  the  Lord  will  be 
found  of  them.  The  fafety  and  fecurity  of  fuch  arc 
-thus  expreffed  {  Surely  in  t  be  floods  of  great  water s^  they 
fiall  not  come  nigh  unto  him.  Upon  which,  he  breaks 
out  with  triumph,  faying,  Thou  art  my  hiding-place^ 
ihmjhalt  preferve  me  from  trouble:  thoujhalt  compafs  vie 
/thout  with  fongs  of  deliverance.  Selah.  And  then  come 
in  the  words  of  our  text,  /  will  inJiruSi  thee,  and  teach 
iitie  in  the  way  which  thoujhalt  go ;  I  will  guide  thee  with 
mine  eye.  Which  v?ords  contain  fupport,  ftrength, 
^nd  comfort  for  the  children  of  the  mod  high  God. 
In  my  prefent  difcourfe  from  them,  I  will  briefly, 
treat  the  whole  under  the  following  head$  or  fedions ; 

Firft,  confider  the  blefling  of  divine  inftrudioni 
•and  what  ihofe  lefTons  of  inftruQion  are,  which  the 
Xord  is  pleafed  to  teach  his  people. 

Secondly,  how  the  Lord  mak^s  his  in(tru£Uons 
^ffeflual,  by  teaching  his  people  the  way  in  which 
.they  fhoiild  go.     And, 

Thirdly,  how  he  becomes  their  guardian,  and  d£i^ 
as  fuch,  moft  gracioufly  to  them. 

We  will,  in  the  firft  place,  treat  of  the  blefling  of 
4jivirte  inftruftion^  and  give  a  brief  hint  of  what  thofe 
jeflbns  are  which  the  Lord  is  pleafed  to  teach  his 
people.  As  itrefpefts  the  blefling  of  divine  in(lru£lion, 
fio  words  can  fpeak  nor  heart  conceive  it.  It  is  a 
.blefling  which  proceeds  from  the  everlafting  cove- 
•nant,  and  is  the  real  fruit  and  effeft,  proof  and  mani- 
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feftation  of  the  Father's  everlafttng  goodTv;ill  and  love 
to  his  bJefTed  children  in  Chriil  Jefus.  The  Scrip- 
tures exprefs  it  frequently  thus  :  /  will  give  tbem  OM 
bear  I  to  kmw  me^  that  I  am  the  Lord^  and  they  Jhall  be  mf 
peopky  and  I  will  lie  their  God^  Jer.  xxiv.  7.  If  faith 
/be  Lord^  will  put  my  law  in  their  inward  parts^  and 
write  it  in  their  hearts^  and  will  be  their  God^  and 
they  Jhall  be  my  people.  They  Jhall  all  know  me ^  from  the 
leafl  of  tbetiv  unto  the  great  eft  of  tbem^  faith  the  Lord: 
for  I  will  forgive  their  iniquity^  and  I  will  remember 
their  fin  no  mere^  Jer.  xxxi.  33,  34. — Let  him  that 
glorietb^  glory  in  this^  that  hi  underftandetb^  and  knawetk 
fne^  that  I  am  the  Lord^  which  exercifi  loving  kindmfs^ 
Judgment  and  righteotfnefs  in  the  earth :  for  in  tbefe  tbif^ 
I  delight  J  faith  the  Lord^  Jer.  ix.  24.  The  neceffity  of' 
divine  inftruQion  arifes  from  the  ignorance,  fmfulnefS) 
and  emptinefe  of  the  fallen  creature.  We  canno( 
know  the  Lord,  nor  have  the  lead  fpiritual  concep. 
pon,  or  good  thought  of  Jefus  Chrift,  without  the 
fdivine  infpiration  and  teaching  of  the  Holy  Spirits 
And  it  is  his  facred  ofiice,  accor,ding  to  the  economy 
pf  the  covenant  of  grace,  to  teach  the  Jimple^  and 
make  them  wife  unto  falvation^  through  faith  whicb  is  in 
ChriJi  Jefus.  Thus  it  is  declared  of  and  concerning 
Kim  in  the  written  word.  Good  and  upright  is  the  Lord: 
therefore  will  be  teach  fnners  in  the  way,  Pfa.  xxv.  8^ 
Sinners  are  the  fubjefts  on  whom  he  works ;  cleft 
ones  are  fucb  to  whom  he  becomes  their  teacher,  and 
he  teaches  them  Chrift,  the  way  to  the  Fatlier,  and 
teaches  them  to  walk  in  him  with  growing  ftrength,  lb 
j:hat  they  find  the  way  of  righiegufnefs  is  life^  and  in  tblf 
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fathwc^  thereof  there  is  no  death  ;  and  that  the  way  of 
the  Lurd  is  firength  to  the  upright.  God,  the  Holy 
Spirit,  h  the  teacher  and  inftruftor  of  the  Lord's 
people,  according  to  the  promife,  All  thy  children  Jhall 
le  taught  of  the  Lord^Ih,  liv.  13.  And  he  is  infal- 
lible^ H^  quickens  eleO:  finners  with  fpjritual  life, 
which  life  is  manifefted  by  their  feeling  the  guilt  and 
burthen  of  fin;  by  their  unfeigned  forrow  for,  and 
hatred  of  it ;  and:  by  their  groaning  under  a  fenfe  and 
perception  of  their  fpiritual  maladies.  He  teaches 
them  to  pray,  puts  them  upon  crying  to  the  Lord 
for  mercy,  {hews  them  that  God  hath  no  mercy  to 
difpenfe  to  finners  out  of  Chrift;  that- his  mercy  is 
covenant  mercy,  beftowed  upon  finners  on  the  ac- 
count of  the  incarnation,  obedience,  agony,  and  fouU 
travail  of  Cfarift;  and  fliuts  up  all  relief  which  the 
poor  foul  might  be  fi:eking  from  every  other  quarter« 
He  enlightens  the  underftanding  of  tlie  awaketied  per* 
fon,  to  take  in  from  the  word,  by  little  and  little,  the 
knowledge  of  Chrift ;  by  which  means  he  leads  the 
ibul  to  an  acquaintance  with  what  Jefus  did  and 
fuffered  to  take  away  fin.  He  inftrufcls  the  foul  by 
informing  the  mind  and  illuminating  the  underftand- 
ing to  conceive  perfeQlly,  aud  apprehend  fpiritually 
the  all-fufficiency  df  Chrift  and  his  falvation,  by  wljiich 
xneans  he  divinely  draws  the  heart  to  reft  on  Chrift 
alone  for  everlafting  life  and  falvation.  Having  thus 
fer  wrought  upon,  and  brought  the  finner  out  of  dark" 
nefs  into  his  marvellous  lights  he  inftrufls  him  further 
into  the  knowledge  of  God  the  Father,  and  his  Son 
Jefus  Chrift  :  for  the  jpath  of  the  jujiis  as  the  Jhining 
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lighi^  which  Jhineth  more  and  more  unto  the  perfelf  day* 
The  Holy  Spirit  is  pleafed  to  open  the  fpiritual  under- 
ftanding,  which  he  gives  in  regeneration,  whereby  we 
Uriderftand  Clvift?  and  the  things  of  Chrift,  more  iind 
more.  He  inftrufls  further,  and  leads  his  people  into 
the  my  fiery  of  (iod^  and  of  the  Father^  and  of  Chrift.  He 
explains  and  applies  the  Scriptures  unto  them,  makes 
them  the  ground  of  their  faith,  and  the  experience  of 
their  hearts ;  gives  them  inward,  fweet,  fpiritual  com- 
munion with  Chrift,  in  and  from  th^  word,  which 
caufes  them  16  prize  it  more  tbangold^  yea^  than  much 
fine  gold^  as  they  find  and  have  evidence  in  them- 
felves  that  Chrift's  lips  are  full  of  grace,  and  drop 
fuch  fweet,  favory,  and  encouraging  promifes,  into 
their  minds,  as  caufe  them  to  fay,  his  lips  are  like 
lilies  dropping  fweet  fmelling  myrrh.  By  this  divine, 
facred,  and  heavenly  agent,  the  Holy  Spirit,  the 
Lord's  people  are  taught  the  faving  knowledge  of 
God.  He  informs  their  minds,  and  inftrufts  them  in 
knowing  what  the  Lord  is  to  them,  what  his  thoughts 
are  of  them,  what  he  hath  done  for  them,  how  he 
hath  loved  them  with  an  everlafting  love,  chofen 
them  in  Chrift  before  the  foundation  of  the  world, 
bleffed  them  in  him  with  all  fpiritual  blefBngs,  and 
hath  given  Chrift  for  them,  and  gives  his  Son,  with 
all  the  benefits,  bleffings,  and  comforts  of  his  falva- 
tion  to  them,  folemnly  promifing  that  he  will  never- 
turn  away  from  them  from  doing  them  good ;  and 
engaging  to  put  his  fear  in  their  liearts,  that  they 
fhall  not  depart  from  him,  Jer^  xxxii.  40.  By  which 
divine  leflbns  of  inftruClion  the  Lord's  children  are 
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comforted,  eftabJifhed,  and  giroir  inid  Chiift;  id  ii 
to  be  rooted  and  grounded  in  hirri^  and  to  grow  up 
in  Chritt  in  an  ej^cperimental  fellowfhip  ahd  comma- 
nion  with  him.  The  divine  iri{lru6lit)!is  tJf  the  Holy 
Spirit  ^re  edged  with  bis  power^  and  accompatiied  \tiiH 
bis  own  influences,  and  believers,  by  means  of  fpi- 
ritual  and  temj)oral  trials,  find  the  abfoliite  heed  thcjr 
have  of  attending  tothera.  There  are  none  of  the  Ldrcl's 
beloved  ones  without  temptations,  affliflions,  trials^ 
and  griefs:  nor  are  thcfe  needlefs,  but  promote,  iii 
ft  fubferviency  to  the  will  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  the 
improvement,  increafe,  and  growth  of  their  grace. 
"The  greateft  affliQion  in  this  wcrld  which  the  believer 
feels  and  groans  under,  is  the  body  of  fin  and  death* 
He  knows  and  feels  the  plague  of  bis  own  hearty  experi- 
ences his  orjon  fore^  and  finds  the  heart  knoweih  his  (xvn 
hittemefs.  There  is  no  crofs  like  it:  no  forrow  com- 
parable to  what  arifes  from  it:  no  evil  equal  with  it: 
nor  is  there  any  flying  from  it.  The  believer  would 
fink  under  it,  but  for  the  Holy  Spirit  who  inftrufts 
him  how  to  caft  this  burthen' upn  the  Lord*  how  to 
look  unto,  and  exercife  faith  upon  the  facrifice  of 
Chrift;  and  how  to  hold  communion  with  hinn,  though 
feeling  the  weight,  load,  and  burthen  of  his  finful  na- 
ture. He  inftrufts  fuch.  into  the  nature  of  that  great 
gofpel  promife,  Sinjhall  not  have  dominion  over  you :  for 
ye  are  not  under  the  law ^  hut  under  graee.  He  teaches 
the  believer  how  to  hold  communion  with  Chrift  at 
fuch  a  time ;  and  conveys  fuch  thoughts  of  Chrift  to 
the  mind,  and  gives  fuch  knowledge  of  Chrift  in  thofe 
fealbns  and  hours  of  foul  couflift  and  diftrefs,  as 
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exceed  what  is  taught  and  learned  on  other  occaj^ 
fions ;  for,  by  inftruQing  the  real  believer  how  to  im* 
prove  that  great  gofpel  truth,  that  Jefus  Chrift  haib 
loved  us  J  and  wajhed  us  frmn  our  fins  in  ins  own  bloody 
and  giving  us  clearly  to  fee  frorti  his  teftimony  in  the 
word,  that  Chrift  hath  removed  all  fin,  and  every 
thing  which  belongs  to  it,  as  it  refpefts  his  members, 
out  of  the  fight  of  law  and  juflice,  by  the  facrificc  of 
his  body  and  foul,  in  union  with  his  perfon,  once 
offered  upon  the  crofs ;  the  believer  is  enabled  in 
the  clear  and  true  belief  hereof  to  triumph  in  Chrift 
over  the  whole  body  of  fin  and  death,  knowing  that 
there  is  therefore  now  no  condemnation  to  them  which 
are  in  Chrift  Jefus.  AffliQions  and  griefs  of  different 
forts  and  kinds,  are  all  of  them  ufeful  in  their  place^ 
and  ferve  to  make  way  for  the  believer  to  take  the 
fafter  hold  of  Chrift — to  live  upon  him  wholly — to 
truft  him  fully — to  roll  himfelf,  with  all  his  cares, 
upon  him,  from  a  perfuafion  that  the  Lord  careth  for 
him.  Yea,  thefe  things  ferve  for  the  Lord  to  demoB- 
ftrate  his  friendfhip,  to  manifeft  his  love,  to  commu- 
nicate his  grace,  impart  his  comforts,  to  difplay  his 
mercy,  to  fulfil  his  promifes,  to  make  them  good  to 
us  in  our  own  particular  cafes  and  experiences ;  and 
fo  to  confirm  our  faith  of  intereft  in  him  and  his  fal- 
vation,  as  to  give  caufe  for  holy  joy  and  delight  in 
him,  and  evidence  to  us,  that  they  which  fow  in  tears^ 
Jhall  reap  in  joy^  that,  he  who  goeth  forth  and  weepeih^ 
,  bearing  precious  feed^  Jhall  doubtlefs  come  again  with  re^ 
joicing^  bringing  hisfbeaves  with  him.  All  the  divine  in- 
ftruftionof  the  Spirit,  tends  to  lead  from  felf  to  Chrift, 


4o6  ^  ijord  the  Lifituitat^^ 

to  dired  to  a  fixation  and  livirig  upon  Chrift,  to  an 
improvement  of  our  graces  and  experi^ces  by  fundry 
temptations^  trials,  and  affiidions;  and  to  teach  us  the 
nature  of  the  divine  protnifes,  the  freenefs  of  grace^ 
the  ftlibility  df  the  covenant,  theT)erfe€lion  of  Chnft's 
"work^  and  our  fafety  and  fccttrity  in  the  Lord ;  to 
the  intent,  that  we  may  truft  in  him  for  ever,  in  whom 
<  is  everlajiing  Jlrengtb^     Having  given  a  brief  rehearfal 
of  thofe  leflbns  of  divitje  inftru6lioh  "which  the  Eternal 
Spirit  is  pleafed  to  teach  his  fcholars,  1  leave  it  to 
your  own  minds  to  think  over  and  ponder  upori  his 
infallible  grace,  who  is  pleafed  thus  to  aft  and  lead  us 
to  Chrift,  and  the  Father  by  himj  and  proceed  to  the 
Second  he^d,  or  feftion  of  our  difCoUrfe,  fhewing 
how  the  Lord  h  pleafed   to   make  his  inftrufliond 
cffeflual,  by  teaching  his  people  the   way  in  which 
they  fhould  go.     I  will  teach  tbte  in  the  way  which 
thou/hall  go.    It  is  a  bleffing  beyond  all  eftimation,  to 
be  taught  from  the  word  and  by  the  Holy  Ghoft,  the 
true  faving  knowledge  6f  the  Godhead,  the  perfons 
in  the  Godhead,  the  <;ovenant  of  the  divine  perfons^ 
and  our  own  perfonal  intereft  in  them^  and  in  the 
gracious  offices  they  fuftain  in  the  economy  of  grace » 
and  it  is  indeed  furprifing  grace    manifefted,  which 
renders  thofe  important  truths  and  heavenly  leflbns 
of  inftruftion  contained  in  the  word^  and  applied  by 
the   Spirit,  efFeflual  in  the  hearts  and   lives  of  thcf 
called  people  of  God;  to  the  drawing  them  into  open, 
roanifeftative  union  and  communion  with  the  Lord. 
To  be  brought  to  know  Chrift,  and  the  Father  in  him, 
as  freely,  fully,  everlaflingly  reconciled  unto  us  by 
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the  death  of  his  Son,  is  life  indeed;  fuch  as  will  be 
evidenced  in  Hying  on   Chrift,  the  obje6l  of  faitb^ 
and  walking  by  faith  before  the  Lord  unto  all  well- 
pleafing.    There  is  divine  lights  add  ajfo  life,  efficacy^ 
and  power,  which  accompany  all  thofe  leflbns  of 
iiiftru6lion  which  the  Holy  .Spirit  4s  pleafed  to  teach 
us ;  and  it  is  by  the  divine  internal  evidence  which  he 
is  pleafed  to  give  to  the  minds  of  his  people,  of  the 
fpiritual  realities  contained  in  the  word,  that  they  art 
drawn  to  embrace  them,  feed  upon,  and  inwardl/ 
digeft  them.     It  is  peculiar  to  the  divine  teaching  of 
tfa^^Holy  Ghoft,  to  produce  in  the  mind  illuminated 
by  him,  fuch  fpiritual  inward  conceptions  of  Chrifti 
and  fuch  real  fpiritual  views  of  him^  as  give  an  inhe* 
rent,  real,  and  fpiritual  fubliftence  to  Chrift,  and  the 
things  of  Ghrilt  in  the  foul;  fo  that  he  dwells  in  the 
heart,  influences  the  will,  enlightens  the  underftand- 
ing,and  captivates  all  the  affedions;  influencing  every 
faculty  of  the  new  man,  where  by  Ghrift  lives  in  us,  dwells 
in  us,  and  we  live  and  dwell  in  him,  and  are  enabled 
to  exercife  faith  on  him  as  the  Son  of  God,  who  Ufved  uff 
and  bath  given  bimfdf  for  us^  which  prepares  for  walking 
in  the  way  in  which  believers  ihould  go.     As  it  is  an 
infinite  bleffing  to  be  taught  of  God  the  Spirit  thofe 
divine  truths  already  mentioned,   fo,  to  be  taught 
effedually  the  pra£iical  ufe  of  them,  to  come  to 
Chrift  in  the  full  faith  of  them,  to  maintain  peace  in 
our  confciences  upon  the  fteadfaftnefs  of  them,  and  to 
walk  in  Ghrift  in  the  view  of  them,  in  the  fame  gofpel 
light  with  which  we  received  him,  are  a  crowning 
bleffing  of  fpiritual  life,  and  a  peculiar  one,  which 
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belongs  only  to  fiich  as  are  by  efFe£lual  calling  in  a 
ftate  of  grace.  We  are  juft  entered  upon  a  new  yean 
We  know  not  what  awaits  us,  or  may  befall  us.  Times 
are  bad^  and,  if  I  miftake  not,  will  prove  and  be  foond 
worfe  and  worfe.  The  Scripture  before  us  is  calcu- 
lated to  fupport  and  encourage  us.  The  Lord  bimfelf 
is  the  teacher,  protestor,  and  guardian  of  his  people; 
and  he  engages,  yea,  proinifes  in  the  words  before  us, 
to  teach  them  the  way  in  which  they  fhall  go.  Chrift 
is  the  way  in  which  the  Lord  goes  forth  in  a£b  of  gracej 
falvation,  and  fellowfliip  towards  his  people,  and 
Chrift  is  the  way  in  which  believers  go  forth  in  fpiri« 
tual  a£is  towards  the  Lord,  and  he  is  their  way  of 
communion  with  the  Father  in  all  the  bleffings  and 
benefits,  of  grace  and  falvation.  All  the  providences,' 
ordinances,  and  difpenfations  of  the^  Lord  with  his 
people,  are  fo  many  channels  and  rivulets,  for  the  out- 
goings,  communications,  and  applications  of  his  love, 
the  difplays  of  his  mercy,  and  the  exercife  of  his 
wonderful  compaflion  towards  and  upon  them ;  fo 
that  it  may  be  affirmed,  that  all  the  paths  of  the  Lord^ 
in  nature,  providence,  and  grace,  are  mercy  rnnd  truth. 
Love,  everlafting  love,  runs  throughout  the  whole; 
and  we  fhould  clearly  fee  it,  if  our  faith  did  fully 
receive  and  perceive  what  is  written  by  divine  infpira- 
tion,  which  informs  us,  that  all  things  work  together  for 
good^  to  them  thai  love  God^  to  them  who  are  the  called 
according  to  his  puirpofe.  You,  believers  in  Chrift^  who 
arc  entered  on  a  frefli  period  of  time,  the  prefent  year, 
muft  expe6l  to  be  tried  and  aflaulted  with  af&idions, 
trials^  temptations,  and  enemie^^/varioufly,  which  will 
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ferve  to  exercifc  your  faith*  Yet,  as  far  as  you  hkve 
in  faiih  giveti  up  your  perfotis^  concerns,  and  alt^ 
ihto  the  Lord's  hands^  and  are  enabled  to  mix  faith 
with  the  Lord's  word  and  promife,  fo  far  you  are 
abfolately  fafe,  come  what  will,  and  may  fmg  your 
-  scares  and  fears  away,  faying  each  of  you  for  him- 
felf.  The  Lord  is  my  he/per^  and  I  will  not  fear.  He 
tareth  for  us.  As  the  Lord,  as  the  covenant  God 
of  his  people,  is  with  them  cbntinually,  and  affords 
them  his  covenant  prefence  and  proieBion,  fo  he  does 
fccretly  fugged  to  their  minds  fuch  gofpel  truths  and 
promifes  as  fuit  tHeir  cafes  and  circumftances ;  and 
by  the  application  of  his  own'tt?^^  to  their  hearts,  he 
quickens  them  in  the  way  in  which  they  fhould  go* 
lx\  their  difficuUies  of  mind,  body,  or  eftate,  he  leads 
them  in  fl^e  right  way  to  the  city  of  habitation.  He 
gives  fuiuble  direction,  fupport,  and  confolation^ 
and  which  are  in  their  own  nature  fufficierit  to  keep 
them  from  being  weary  and  famt  in  their  minds.  It 
would  be  mo(i  highly  advantageous  to  us  in  real 
experience,  to  enter  clofely  into  the  true  knowledge 
df  o'ur  own  (late  arid  cafe,  as  it  concerns  our  fins, 
wants,  frameSj  tempers,  trials,  circumftances,  tempta- 
tions, graces,  comforts,  quickenings,  enlargements, 
and  fpiritual  growth^  to  the  intent  that  we  might  have 
a  clear^  perfonal,  and  fpiritual  acquaintance  with  our«* 
fclves,  and  of  the  Lord's  work  within  us;  what  our 
growth  in  the  knowledge  of  Chrift  is,  and  alfo  what 
Communion  we  have  with  the  Father,  the  Son,  and 
the  Holy  Ghoft,  in  love,  falvation,  and  confolation : 
alfo  in,  and  by  what  means  we  enjoy  it;  and  how  it  is 
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kept  up,  tnaiutained,  and  improved  in  our  own  fouls. 
By  fuch  a  ktiowledge  and  acquaintance  with  ourfelves 
and  our  fpi ritual  ftatc,  and  inward  experience,  we 
fliould  fee  how  far  the  work  of  the  Spirit  wrought 
within  us,  is  agreeable  to  the  account  given  of  his 
divine  operations  on  the  minds  and  hearts  of  the  ele&t 
as  recorded  in  the  word,  and  how  far  our  apprehen- 
(ions  of  it  are  true  and  genuine.  And  feeing  in  his 
light,  that  we  are  created  anew  by  him,  and  led  by 
him  into  the  knowledge  of  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jefus,  it 
would  excite  us  to  blefs  the  Lord  for  his  pad  teach- 
ing, his  prefent  inftru£iion,  and  alfo  for  his  ccHitinual 
guidance  of  us  in  the  way  in  which  we  (bould  go.  As 
the  written  word  is  the  foundation  of  faith,  fo  faith  in  it 
produces  an  experimental  acquaintance  with  its  power 
and  efficacy  ;  fo  that  we  build  upon  it,  draw  our 
comfort,  derive  our  ftrength  from  it,  and  rely  wholly 
upon  the  Lord  by  means  of  his  word ;  refting  on  his 
faithfulnefs  to  perform  all  his  promifes  revealed  and 
written  in  it.  The  Holy  Spirit,  by  giving  us  to  under- 
ftand  our  own  perfonal  and  particular  cafe,  expe- 
rience, and  ftate,  opens  to  us  fuch  truths  as  are  fuited 
to  fupport  the  mind ;  fuch  promifes  as  are  peculiarly 
adapted  to  us,  to  comfort  our  hearts ;  and  fuch  Scrip- 
tures as  lead  us  to  a  right  view  of  Chrift  in  his  rcla. 
tions,  as  engaged  and  exercifed.  in  his  offices  for  us : 
which  are  means  he  is  pleafed  to  make  ufe  of  to  open 
our  hearts  more  freely  to  receive  divine  truth,  and 
alfo  to  fulfil  divine  promifes  to  us,  in  our  fpirituai 
growth  and  experiences ;  and  by  fuch  methods  he 
difcovers  more  to  our  view  the  tranfcendent  grace  of 
Chrift  as  dlOplayed  in  the  exercife  and  difchargc  of  iis 
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office,  as  the  high  Prieji  of  our  profejfton.  Thefe,  and 
fuch«  are  the  means  and  methods  he  makes  ufe  of  to 
lead  us  in  the  way  in  which  we  fhould  go«  It  is  not 
fo  great  a  biefling  to  know  the  Bible,  and  the  whole 
contained  in  it,  as  to  know  from  the  Holy  Spirit's 
teaching,  that  it  was  written  on  purpofe,  and  given 
for  our  edification  and  infiruSlion  in  right eoufnefs^  that 
we  through  patience  and  comfort  of  the  Scriptures  might 
Jbave  hope.  Thoug^h  the  believer  is  interdhrd  in  Chrift's 
falvation,  and  all  the  promifes ;  yet  there  are  fome 
which  will  never  immediately  concern  his  own  particu*' 
lar  experience,  nor  be  made  good  to,  nor  fulfilled  in 
him.  He  fhould  therefore  attend  to  thofe  which  parti«> 
cularly  concern  his  own  (late,  cafe,  and  circumftance 
in  life,  they  being  immediately  intended  and  dire6led 
by  the  Lord  to  him ;  and  as  an  heir  of  proniife,  he 
fhould  eye  the  Lord's  method  which  he  purfues  in 
making  them  good  to  him,  and  confider  how  God  gives 
fcim  in  experience  liie  real  good,  fupport,  comforts, 
and  bleffings  contained  in  them,  that  he  may  give  the 
Lord  the  glory  thereof.  , 

We  proceed  to  the  third  head,  or  feflion  of 
our  difcourfe,  to  fliew  bow  the  Lord  becomes  his 
people's  guardian,  and  a6ls  as  fuch  moft  gracioufly 
towards  them.  I  will  guide  thee  with  mine  eye^  or,  as 
it  is  in  the  margin,  I  will  counfel  thee^  mine  eye  JhalJ 
he  upon  thee.  This  is  a  moft  comfortable  truth,  which 
is  moft  furely  to  be  received  and  believed  by  us,  that 
the  Lord  having  brought  home  in  effeflual  calling, 
his  people  to  the  knowledge  of  himfelf,  and  having 
given  them  a  fpiritual  knowledge^  and  view  of,  and 
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communion  with  Chrift,  will  evidence  himfelf  to  be 
their  God  and  guide  even  untodeath,  '  As  the  Father, 
from  everlafting,  gave  all  his  choFen  ones  into  the  hands 
of  Chrift,  and  committed  them,  with  all  their  temporal, 
fpiritual,  and  eternal  concerns  to  him ;  fo,  according 
to  the  economy  of  the  covenant,  they  are  all  guarded 
and  preferved  by  the  Holy  Spirit,  fafely  through  time 
to  eternity.  He  is  the  author  of  their  fpiritual  birth, 
their  divine e^ru£lor,  teacher,  and  guide;  and  he  is 
all-fufficient  for  them,  in  them,  and  upon  them,  for  he 
dwelleth  in  them,  and  fhall  be  with  them  for  ever. 
It  is  impofTible  for  us  to  conceive  fully,  or  to  take  in 
comprehenfively,  the  love  wherewith  our  heavenly 
Father  loved  us,  and  how  he  doth  continually  exercifc 
his  divine,  watchful  providence  over  us.  Believers 
do  not  eye  providence  fo  mhiutely  as  they  fliould. 
When  they  contemplate  it,  it  is  generally  as  the  pro- 
vidence of  God,  as  the  Creator  and  Saviour,  or  pre- 
ferver,  of  all  men.  Too  feldoni  do  we  view  Chrift 
the  Mediator,  as  he  who  executes  all  providential 
difpenfatidns,  and  that  they  all  work  in  fubferviency 
to  the  purpofes  of  his  mediatorial  grace,  and  for  the 
benefit  of  his  beloved  ones.  Sirs,  the  times  are 
gloomy,  bad,  and  diftreffing ;  and,  if  I  miftake  not, 
they  will  be  worfe  and  worfe.  You  may  have  great 
perplexities,  uncomoion  difficulties,  and  heavy  pref- 
fures;  but  a  child  of  God  is  well  guarded,  and  will 
be  properly  defended.  If  you  and  I  can,  through 
the  grace  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  mix  faith  with  each 
word  and  every  part  of  our  text,  we  are  then  properly 
prepared  for  changing  providences  and  trying  events. 
I  v»ll^  iaiiiv  vt^^  Lord,  guide  tbee  wifb  mine  eye.   Ar^d  n 
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may  then,  without  referve,  caft  all  our  cares  upon  the 
Lord.  Let  the  times, the  circumftances,the  Changes,  and 
the  providential  difpenfations  of  God,  be  with  us  what 
they  may,  he  cannot  take  any  thing  from  us  which  is 
worth  enjoying;  and  he  will  fan8ify  afili6tions  to  us, 
and  make  them  blefiings  in  difguife.  He  will  be  sis  a 
wall  of  fire  iround  about  his  people,  to  defend  and  fecure 
ihem,  and  their  glory  in  the  midft  of  them.  It  is  good 
to  have  an  enlightened  fan£tified  view  of  God's  deal* 
ings  with  us.  Were  we  more  obfervant  of  thefe  things, 
wc  (hould'find  frefh  msffter  continually  for  prayer  and 
praife,  which  would  improve  and  increafe  our  faith. 
Such  of  the  Lord's  people,  as  fee  moft  of  the  Lord  in 
his  providence,  and  view  it  in  the  mirror  of  promifc, 
making  fpiriiual  improvement  upon  it  for  their  own 
benefit,  comfort,  and  joy,  have  a  continual  featl. 
They  plainly  fee,  that  all  is  agreeable  to  the  ever- 
lading  covenant,  which  is  ordered  in  all  things  and  Jure. 
That  the  whole  is  managed  as  though  they,  in  their 
own  individual  perfons,  were  the  only  ones  who  were 
to  be  guarded  and  defended.  That  under  and  amidft 
all  difpenfation,  God  is  always  mindful  of  his  cove- 
^  nant;  the  rainbow  of  which  round  iabout  the  throne, 
encircling  it,  ferves  to  be  a  conftant  memorial, 
that  all  God's  difpenfations  are  confiftent  with  his 
everlafting  mercy  to  us,  which  knows  no  change  nor 
decay,  •  He  remembers  us  with  everlading  kindnefs. 
A  believer,  upon  a  view  of  God's  peculiar  care 
and  providence,  exercifed  continually  towards  him, 
is  fometimes  ilruck  with  holy  admiration  and  praife. 
He  finds  God's  eye  is  upon  him  indeed,  that  it  is 
as  though  the  whole   world  was  overlooked^   and 
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he  the  peculiar  objed  and  fubjeB  of  tbe  Lord's 
notice,  care,  and  guidance.  He  is  their  guardian  and 
guide,  and  makes  good  his  nloft  true  and  faithful  pro* 
mife,  recorded  by  Ifaiah,  as  dire^d  to  the  churcb-«- 
*Tbe  Lordjhall  guide  tbee  cMimally.  I  think  by  taidog 
the  marginal  reading,  and  adding  it  to  the  text,  we 
ihall  receive  more  light  into  this  fubjed,  which 
refpe&s  the  guardian  care  of  God,  and  fhews^  how  he 
a£ls  moft  gracioufly  unto  his  ipQQip]e.-^Iwi'U  guide  ihee^ 
I  will  crnnfel  thee^  mne  eye  Jball  he  upon  thee.  The 
Lord  guides  his  people,  and  counfels  them  ;  he  (hews 
the  way  in  which  they  fhould  walk;  and  in  their 
walking  with  him,  gives  them  fuch  counfel  as  is 
neceflary  and  profitable  to  them.  And  it  would  i)e 
well  for  them,,  if^  in  all  their  difficqlties,  they  did 
continually  look  to  him  for  counfel  and  dire£Uon,  bf 
confultihg  his  word,  and*  feeking  him  in  prayer  and 
fpiritual  meditation.  We  fliould  never  fail  in  any  thing, 
if  we  went  to  the  Lord  for  counfel,  and  gave  up  our- 
felves  fully  to  obferve  it.  There  are  feme  peculiar 
cafes,  which  befall  the  people  of  God^  in  which  none 
can  counfel  with  fafety  and  profit  but  himfelf.  Indeed, 
it  is  our  mifery  that  we  aS  any  thing,  be  it  ever  fo 
trivial,  without  prayer,  and  going  to  the  Lord  for 
his  advice  and  direction.  It  is  becaufe  it  is  not  our 
cuftom  thus  to  deal  with  God  about  the  meaneft  and 
leaft  concerns,  that  we  gre  not  always  fpiritual.  Did 
we  honour  the  Lord  by  making  continual  ufe  of  him, 
and  intcreftjng  him  in  all  our  bufinefs,  concerns,  con- 
verfes  with  men  and  friends,  we  fhould  find  his  pre- 
fence  and  gracp  fanflify  the  common  concerns  pf  the 
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houfe,  family,  (hop,  and  employment  to  US|  and  we 
ihould  exercife  as  much  faith,  and  have  as  real  com*- 
munion  with  him  in  thefe  matters,  as  we  have  at  fait 
holy  table.  How  fweet  are  thefe  words.  Mine  eyefiaU 
be  upon  thee.  Mark  it,  believer,  and  you  will  find 
it  to  be  true  in  your  own  cafe  and  experience ;  God's 
eye  will  be  fixed  with  fuch  particular  attention  on  thee, 
that  it  will  appear  as  though  you  only  were  th^  Lord*^ 
and  all  his  perfedions  were  fingly  and  folely  engaged 
for,  and  magnified  in  defending  and  fecuring  yoik 
And  leaf  n,  in  the  view  of  difficult  times  and  feafonsof 
diftrefs,  to  realize  the  promife  here  by  faith.  O,  who 
canexprefs  what  the  blefiing  is  to  have,  and  what  blef- 
iings  belong  to  fuch  as  know  the  Lord  for  their  God  I 
To  have  the  God  and  Father  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift 
to  be  our  God  and  P'ather  in  him !  To  have  an  eternal 
intereft  in  his  love,  his  Son,  his  covenant,  his  promifes 
which  bind  him  to  us,  engage  him  to  a£l  for  us,  and 
put  him  upon  difplaying  all  his  attributes,  to  fliew  how 
they  are  all  engaged  for  us !  Thefe  are  bleffings  indeed! 
That  they  be  realized  to  us  it  is  only  neceffary  that 
we  lay  afide  our  carnality  and  unbelief,  and  aft  up  to 
our  high  calling  and  birthright,  as  the  fons  and  daughters 
of  the  LordGod  Almighty :  believing  the  Lord  of  hofts 
is  the  God  of  his  fpiritual  Ifrae],  even  a  God  to  them^ 
And  we  give  him  the  glory  of  his  Godhead,'  when 
we  truft  fimply  and  entirely  in  him,  and  make  ufe  of 
him  as  our  heavenly  Father,  Shepherd,  and  Saviour. 
It  is  eafy  thus  to  do,  when  in  the  light  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  we  view  ourfelves  one  with  Chrift,  and  fee  our- 
felves  in  him,  entitled  to  all  the  bleffings  of  grace  and 
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-glory.  Then  we  fee  there  is  no  love  in  Chrift's  heart, 
but  we  are  interefted  in;  no  mercy  in  his  bowels,  but 
we  fliall  have  our  fhare  of;  no  grace  in  his  fulnefs, 
but  it  is  for  us ;  no  ftrength  in  his  arm,  but  it  ihall  be 
put  forth  for  our  defence.  O  that  we  may  be  enabled 
to  receive  the  words  of  our  text  into  our  hearts  by 
faith,  and  live  upon  them,  maintaining- the  truths  con- 
tained in  them,  in  our  own  experience,  looking  up 
to  the  Lord  the  Spirit  for  his  own  light  and  energy  to 
accompany  them  unto  us!  May  all  the  grace, 
comfort,  and  good  in  them  be  yours  in  individual, 
evangelical  experience.  I  leave  you,  and  what  hath 
been  delivered,  into  the  hands  of  the  Holy  Spirit, 
praying  that  the  bleffing  of  the  Father,  the  Son,  and 
the  Holy  Ghoft,  may  defcend  and  ireft  upon  you  now 
gnd  for  even    4meth 
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An   Incitement    to    trust  in  the 

Living  God. 


1  Timothy,  Chap.  vi.  Ver.   17. 
Tbe  living  God^  who  givetb  ns  richly  alt  things  te  enjoy. 

'TPHIS  epiftle  was  written  with  a  peculiar  view, 
-*•  and  is  of  a  peculiar  contexture.  It  was  indited 
from  the  Holy  Spirit,  written  by  the  apoftle  Paul, 
when  a  prifoner  fpr  Chrift  at  Rome,  and  direfted  to 
Timothy,  his  dearly  beloved  fon  in  the  faith,  who 
was  an  evangelift,  an  extraordinary  officer  in  the 
church  of  God  in  the  apoftolic  day  and  age.  The 
particular  defign  of  the  Holy  Spirit  in  it,  is  to  give  from 
Paul,  as  his  amanuenfis,direflions  howTimodiy  fhould 
behave  himfelf  in  the  houfe  of  God,  which  he  ftyles//&^ 
church  of  the  living  God^  the  pillar  and  ground  of  the  truth. 
He  enumerates  a  moll  glorious  fet  of  gofpel  truths  and 
principles,  fstying.  And  without  controverfy^  great  is  the 
myftery  of  godUnefs:  God  was  manifeji  in  the  fiefh^  juftified 
in  the  Spirit^  feen  of  angels^  preached  unto  the  Gentiles^ 
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helleved  on  in  the  worlds  received  up  into  glory.     A  par^ 
ticular  mention  is  made,  and  a  perfeQ  account  given 
of  the   offices  and  officers  which  Chrift    appointed 
in  his  houfe,  the  church,  and  the  particular  graces 
and  qualifications  of  each  and   every  officer  in  it. 
In  the  firft  chapter,  the  apoftle  celebrates  the  praife 
of  God  for  the  high  honour  he  had  conferred  on  him, 
by  putting  him  into,  and  calling  him  to  exercife  the 
office  of  apoftlefhip;  and  thanks  the  Lord  for  this 
grace,  almoft  as  much  as  for  his  own  falvation.     In 
the    chapter    from   whence   my  text   is    taken,   he 
exhorts   to  the  exercife,  praQice,  and   dtfcharge  of 
fundry  duties,  all  which  are  enforced  from  motives 
truly  fpiritual,  experimental,  and  evangelical.     He 
exhorts  to  contentment,  and  argues  for  it,  from  the 
gain  of  it  along  with  godlinefs,  and  from  the  confide- 
ration  of  what  men  are  when  they  come  into  the  worW, 
and  what  they  will  be  when  they  go  out  of  it.     He 
Jpeaks  of  the  love  of  money^  or  the  fin  of  covetouf- 
nefs,  ^^  the  root  of  all  evil^  an  enemy  to  trde  religion 
and  godlinefs,  and  the  caufe  of  ruin  and  de(lru8ion. 
He  would  have  Timothy  avoid  every  thing  of  this  kind, 
to  fight  the  good  fight  of  faith,  andgive^  him  a  foleroti 
charge  before  God  and  Chrift,  that  he  would  obferve 
what  had  been  commanded  him,  in  the  mod  impartial 
and  perfeft  manner,  until  the  appearing  of  Chrift. 
Hci  would  that  Timothy  fhould  charge  the  rich  mem- 
bers of*  the  church  not  to  be  elated  with  their  riches, 
nor  truft  in  them,  fince  they  are  uncertain  things ;  but 
in  God,  from  whom  they  have  received  fuch  a  plen- 
tiful meafure  of  them.     Charge  them  that  are  riihin 
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this  worlds  who  have  health,  wealth,  and  abundance 
of  temporal  good,  that  they  be  not  high  minded;  which 
is  too  generally  the  cafe  with  fuch,  they  valuing  and 
thinking  too  highly. of  themfelves  on  account  of  their 
temporalities,  fuppofing  their  knowledge,  wifdom,  and 
judgments  more  excellent  than  thofe  of  others : 
whereas  this  is  not  always  the  cafe.  Nor  iruji  in  uncer-^ 
tain  riches }  not  in  them  becaufe  of  their  uncertainty, 
for  they  fometimes  fly  away  from  fuch  as  have  largely 
fhared  in  the  poffeffion  of  them  :  but  he  would  they 
Ihould  truft  in  the  living  God^  who  giveth  us  richly  all 
things  to  enjoy.  Thefe  words  are  delivered  to  the  evan- 
gelid,  to  be  applied  to  fuch  of  God's, people  as  have 
much  of  this  world's  good,  to  the  end  they  might  ceaie 
from  dependence  upon  it,  lay  it  out  to  the  beft  of  pur- 
pofes  for  the  intereft  of  Chrift,  to  relieve  his  poor^ 
maintain  his  minifters,  and  ferve  them  with  it  in  their 
day  and  generation.  I  have  at  this  time  no  concern 
but  with  the  words  which  I  have  read  for  my^ext— . 
^be  living  God^  who  giveth  us  richly  all  things  to  erycy. 
They  are  a  glorious  encouragement  to  faith,  every 
"word  in  them  ferving  to  increafe  and  ftrengthen  it. 
He,  in  whom  we  are  to  truft,  is  God,  The  living  God^ 
the  giver  of  all  good,  who  giveth  us  all  things ;  yea, 
be  giveth  us  richly  all  tbif^s  to  enjoy.  I  will,  with  a 
view  and  defign  to  edify  and  profit,  divide  my  text 
thus : 

Firft,  confider  this  title  and  epithet,  The  Imng 
Cod. 

Secondly,  I  will  exhibit  him  to  your  view,  as  the 
author,  giver,  and  beltower  of  all  things* 


4 1 4        -'^  Incitetnent  id  tru/l  in  the  Uvti^  God. 

Thirdly,  will  ffic\fr  that  be  giveth  us  ritbfy^  or  aburi- 
dantly,  all  things.     Artd, 

Laftly,  that  be  givetb  us  ricbly  all  tbitigs  io  enjoy. 

I  am  firft  to  confider  this  title  and  epithet,  Tbi 
living  God^  which  may  be,  ^ttd  is  moft  juftly  applied 
to  God  effentially,  and  alfo  to  God  as  perronally  con- 
fidered.  Jehovah,  as  theefTential  and  mcomprehen- 
fibte  fountain  of  life,  being,  add  exiftence,  hath  thi$ 
title  given  him  by  the  prophet  Jeremiah,  chap.  x. 
ver*  J  a.     ^be  Lord  is  the  ttue  God^  be  is  the  living  Goii 
and  an  everlajiir^  King.     Thus  David,   in  the   i8th 
Pfalm,  Tbe  Lord  livetb^  and  blejffed  be  my  rock.    The 
word  Jehovah,  which  we  trairflate  Lord,  is  exprcf" 
five  of  the  incommunicable  nature  of  the  Godhead^ 
which  exifts  by  a  neceffity  of  nature,  independent  of 
all  beings  and  things,  Jehovah  being  the  fountain  of 
exiftence  to  all  worlds,  creatures,  and  things :  He  is 
before  all  ibings^  and  by  him  all  things  confifi.     Before  thi 
mountains  were  brought  forth,  or  ever  tbou  hadji  formed 
the  earth  and  the  world :  even  from  everlafiing  to  everlaft- 
ing^  thou  art  Godj  fays  Mofes   in  the    goth   Ffalnr. 
God  livethm  himfelf,  and  ofhtmfelf,  a  life  of  infinite 
bleflednefs,  of  effentiat  holinefs,  abfoluteand  fupremc 
fovereignty  over  all  things,  vifibleand  rnvifible.    He 
ever  livcth.     I  lift  up  mp  band  to  heaven^  and  fay^  like 
for  ever.  And  It  is  in  him  we  live^  and  move^  and  have  out 
bein^.     As  each  of  the  divine  perfons  in  the  incompre- 
hcnfible  Godhead,  is  God  and  Lord,  and  is  fo  caflcd 
in  the  infallible  word ;    fo  the  title,  The  living  God^ 
belongs  to  each  of  them,  perfonally   confideredi  as 
they  coexift  by  eflential  union  in  the  one  incomprc- 
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henfible  nature  or  effepce.  Thus  the  title,  ne  living 
Gvdy  is  given  to  Jehovah,  the  Father.  Peter  faith 
unto  Jefus,  Thou  art  Chrijl  the  Son  of  the  living  God, 
Matt,  xviv  16.  Our  Lord  jefus  has  this  title  given  to 
him  in  the  3d  chapter  of  the  Hebrews,  The  living 
God.  Take  heed^  brethren j  left  there  be  in  any  of  you  an 
evil  heart  of  unbelief  in  departing  from  the  living  God.  \ 
By  our  examination  of  the  context,  it  will  be  found 
that  Chrift  is  The  living  God,  whom  they  are  exhorted 
not  to  depart  from.  And  the  Holy  Spirit  is  ftyled, 
The  Spirit  of  the  living  God^  which  is  equivalent  to 
calling  him  The  living  God.  The  title,  living  God^ 
leads  us  to  confider  that  God,  Father,  Son,  and  Holy 
Spirit,  the  one  true  2ind  living  God^  hath  life  in  him- 
felf,  originally,  independently,  eflentially ;  that  raifing 
creatures  out  of  nothing  into  a  ftate  of  being  and  exift-. 
ence,  giving  them  life,  beftowing  and  imparting  good 
unto  them,  are  all  owing  to  the  good  pleafure  of 
Jehovah's  will.  Thou  haft  created  all  things,  and  for 
thy  pleafure  they  are  and  were  created.  Creation  is  the 
fruit  of  fovereignty,  an  aft  of  almighty  power ;  infi- 
nite wifdom  likewife  ftiines  forth  in  it,  and  the  good- 
nefs  of  God  is  manifefted  by  it.  All  being  is  from 
God;  all  exidence  is  in  him;  he  made  all  things, 
and  ordained  all  to  their  feveral  ends :  he  difpofes  of 
all  for  his  own  glory,  and  worketh  all  things  after  the 
counfel  of  his  own  will.  And  as,  from  everlafting, 
he  chofe  the  perfons  of  his  people  in  Chrift  his  Son, 
fohe  willed  their  being,  and  their  utmoft  well-bcung; 
and  formed  all  his  counfels,  purpofes/and  decrees 
concerning  them,  fo  as  to  do  good  unto  them,  and 
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bellow  nothing  but  good  upon  them  in  time  and 
eternity.     Time,  which  is  the  ineafure  of  a  creature's 
exiftence  in  this  prefent  ftate,  is  but  a  flux  from  the 
ocean  of  eternity;  and  when  all  things  are  accom- 
pliOied  for  which  the  Lord  gave  birth  to  tiaae,  it 
will  again  be  fwallowed  up  in  the  abyfs  of  eternit^i 
What  we  call  eternity,  is  a  continued  flux  of  time. 
an  eternal  fucceffion,  that  mull  needs  accompany 
creatures;  for  it  is  God  only  that  gathers  all  time 
in  one  moment ;  and  in  his  vad  being  encircles  it^ 
and  contracts  all  to  one  centre  and  moment.     When 
Jehovah  ftrctched  out  the  heavens,  and  laid  the 
foundation  of  the  earth,  he  had  his  people  and  their 
good  in  view.     He  appointed  the  time  of  their  conti- 
nuance in  this  prefent  (late,  the  parents  from  whom 
they  Ihould  receive,  under  him,  their  natural  bcingi 
the  places  where  they  fhould  be  born,  the  places  of 
their  abode,  and  each  and  every  particular   which 
Ihould  befall  them  from  their  birth,  in    the  whole 
courfe  of  their  lives,  and  every  circun^ftance  which 
fhould  lead  on  to,  and  ilTue  in  their  death.     And^ 
the  CQunJel  of  the  Lord^  that  Jhall  Jiand^  and  the  tbou^ti 
of  his  heart  to  all  generations.     My  counfel^    faith  he, 
Jball  jland^  and  I  will  do  all  my  pleqfure.     His  eter- 
nity^  immutability,    and   pmnifcience,  as    exercifed  . 
and  made  manifeft  to  his  people  in  a  covenant  way^ 
are  fupports  to  their  faith.     Z^i,  thou  hajl  been  mt 
dweUing'place  in  all  generations^  fays  Mofcs,  the  man  of 
God.     Eternity  and  time,  fays  one,  di£Fer  as  the  fca 
and  rivers ;  the  fea  never  changes  place5  and  is  always 
one  water;  but  the  rivers  glide  along,  and  arc  fwaJ*   • 
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lowed  up  in  the  fea }  fo  is  timfe  in  etfernity.  When 
We  fay  God  is  eternal,  we  exclude  from  him  all  poffi- 
bility  of  beginning  and  endings  all  flux  and  change; 
as  the  eflence  of  God  cannot  be  bounded  by  any 
placcj  fo  it  is  liot  to  be  limited  by  any  time  :  as  it  i3 
his  immenfity  to  be  every  where^  fo  it  is  his  eternity 
to  be  always.  As  he  doth  neceflarily  exift,  fo  he  doth 
fieceflarily  always  exift.  He  knows  all  things  by  one 
intuitive  compreheQlion,  for  his  eflence  contains  all 
perfe£iidns  in  itfelf;  fo  his  underflanding  comprC'- 
hends  all  things  pad,  prefent^  and  future.  Hence^ 
James  fays.  Known  unio  God  are  all  bis  works  from  tb^ 
ieginm'f^  of  the  worlds  And  he^  as  Creator^  is  the 
Ibvereign  Lord  of  all  things^  and  hath  an  unlimited 
dominion  over  all  flefli.  What  he  is  in  himfelf,  and 
of  himfelf,  as  made  known  in  his  works,  revealed  in 
bis  word,  exhibited  in  his  covenant,  and  declared  in 
bis  exceeding  great  and  precious  promifes,  lays  a 
foundation  for  our  faith  and  hope  in  him.  For  the 
Eternal  Three,  before  all  worlds^  entered  into  an 
cverlafting  covenant,  and  are  bouiid  by  an  everlafting 
word  of  promife,  pafled  in  that  grand  counfel  and 
treaty^  to  fave  the  ele£t  in  Chrift  with  an  everlafting 
falvation.  It  is  one  of  God's  high  titles,  that  He 
keefetb  truth  for  ever.  He  will  ever  he  mindful  rf  bis 
tovenant :  he  is  therefore  worthy  of  our  higheft  confi- 
dence.  We  may  well  truft  in  him,  the  living  Godf 
who  ever  liveth  to  remember  his  people  with  evcrlaft- 
ing  kindnefs)  to  fulEl  in  them  all  the  good  pleafure 
of  his  will,  to  fupply  them  with  all  neceflary  good, 
tod  to  be  to  them  a  prefent  help  in  every  time 
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of  trouble,  Truft,  fays  Paul,  in  the  living  G«4 
for  all  things :  for  life,  the  continuance  of  it,  for 
grace  to  improve  it  to  his  glory,  to  employ  it  in  his 
ibrvice,  and  end  it  to  his  praife*  He  is  the  Go4 
of  your  life,  the  giver  of  it,  the  continuer  of  it. 
Natural,  fpiritual,  and  eternal  life,  are  of  him,  andl 
from  him.  Believers  taught  to  know  that  iheir  ^ci- 
tual  life  is  of  God,  and  who  experience  the  almighty; 
power  and  grace  of  God  in  continuing^  carrying  on, 
and  ftrengthening  them  with  fpiritual  life  in  their  foulS} 
inay  well  cry  out  with  David,  to  the  God  of  their 
praife,  faying,  kyhi^b  boldetb  our  foul  in  life.  Truil  ii 
health,  wealdi,  prefent  enjoyments,  in  felf,  friends,  oc 
any.  creature,  is  abfolutely  fiDrbidden.  in  the  word 
The  Lord  only  is  to  be  trufted  in,  and  relied  upon* 
^Yuft.ye  in  ih^  Lord  for  even  for  in  the  Lard  Jrhovah 
is  everlafiing  firength.  We  had  the  Jentence  of  death  in 
ourjelves^  that  ivejhould  not  truft  in  ourfelves^  but  in  God 
which  raifeth  the  dead.  We  are  exhorted  in  the  Scrip? 
tare  to  truft  in  the  Lord  at  all  times,  under  all  cir- 
cumftances,  and  for  every  thing :  and  there  is  a 
tiariely  of  promifes  fuited  to  our  various  cafes,  t« 
encourage  us  to  truft  without  doubt  or  wavering. 

And  this  brings  me,  fecondly,  to  exhibit  the  liviif 
God  to  your  view,  as  the  author,  giver,  and  beftowcf 
of  all  good.  God  is  a  fountain,  yea,  he  is  an  evei 
full  and  an  ever  flowing  fountain  of  goodnefs  to  aD 
his  creatures.  It  is  again ^nd  again  affirmed  of  bimii 
the  word,  that  the  Lord  is  good.  Creation  is  an  c»* 
natign  of  divine  goodnefs :  all  yi^^s  good  at  and  by 
creation*    God's  ends^  pu^'P^fes^  and  de%n5,  in  forfflr 
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ing  thfe  heavens  arid  thd  edtth,  the  Creatures  m  them 
and  upon  thetn,  the  fpecial  and  peculiar  ranks^  among 
Vfhich  they  were  claffed,  and  which  they  were  to  fill 
up,  wfere  all  gadd,  And  God  /aw  every  thitig  which  be 
bad  made^i  and  behold^  it  was  very  good.  There  is  nothing 
evil  in  the  whole  creation  of  God.  It  i^  fin  that  ia 
the  only  evtl,  which  is  not  of  God,  but  arifes  from 
the  mutability  of  the  creature.  Yet,  we  may  fefely 
fay,  God*s  decree  concerning  the  petrmiiTion  6f  i(| 
and  the  continuance  of  hln  the  moral  worlds  and  hi^ 
predeftinatk>n  to  dafan  fome  finners  eternally  for  1^ 
are  holy^  juft,  and  good,  ^he  Lard  is  rigbu^m  if$  all 
his  ixfaysj  land  holy  in  all  bis  works.  Thie  goodne&  of 
God  is  Wgely  manifefted  in  .the  covenant  of  gracet^ 
which  i^  founded  upon  Chrift,  God's  firft  ele6l ;  the 
pfomifes  of  which  cxprefs  the  love  of  God's  hearty 
the  bowels  of  his  mercy,  and  his  never  failing  coixf* 
pa;flion  to  hiis  beloVed  children*  In  the  l$6th  Ffcllm^ 
David  goes  over  all  the  worlds  of  God  in  nature,  pric^ 
Vidence,.  and  grate,  and  afcribe^  tbem  brie  by  ohe  t^ 
the  mercy  of  Godi  In  it  he  praifes  Jbhovai*  foir 
that  mercy  which  is  over  all  his  works'  of  creation^ 
provkfence,  and  redemption^  and  which  'i»  -over  bis 
people  to  hlefs  them  for  ever.  ThegDodndfs  of  God 
is  mainifefted  in  etery  providiential  evient,  arid  ifl 
-iSie  myfleribus  economy  hereof;  in  giviog.  food  tp 
all'flefh,  and  in  fatisfying  the  dcfire  of  every  living 
ibing,  .  Hence  the  P&lmift  fays»:  '^he  Lord  is-ffiodtfi 
alh  ami  bis  ttndtr  mercies  are  over  all  his  works.  But, 
im  aa-  efpecial  manner,  the  peculiar  care/goodne^ 
and  loving-luDdhelk  of  God^  ar^  difplayed  towards 
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his  beloved  children.  To  them  fie  is  all  goodnefs; 
and  he  every  moment  beftows  fome  efFe6is  of  it  upon 
them,  though  they  may  overlook,  and  not  perceive 
them.  The  everlafting,  ever  bleOed,  and  eternal  tri- 
nity, prevents  believers  with  the  bleffings  of  good< 
nefs.  The  love  of  God,  which  is  the  fountain  from 
whence  all  good  flows,  is  a  love  which  overflows  all 
the  fins,  miferies,  wants,  and  diftrefles  of  the  children 
of  the  Mod  High.  The  falvation  of  Jefus^ contains  all 
good  in  it,  and  is  immutably  the  fame»  The  Holy 
Ghoft,  as  the  fpirit  of  grace  and  confolation,  ever 
rejmains  in,  and  abides  with,  the  called  people  of 
God;  and  by  his  gracious  infpiration  and  divine 
influence,  h^  turns  our  forrows  into  joy — our  croflei 
and  lofles  into  real  bleffings.  God  gives  bimfelfto 
his  people,  and  faith  unto  them,  /  am  the  Lord  thy  Goi 
He  who  is  God  blefled  for  ever,  God  felf-fufficient, 
and  God  all-fufficient,  communicates  himfelf  in  tbc 
gifts,  fruits,  and  eSeds  of  his  love,  to  his  adopitA 
children,  whom  he  makes  heirs  of  himfelf^  and  joint 
heirs  with  Chrift  Jefus ;  and,  as  a  fountain  which  can 
never  be  exhaufted,  he  pours  forth  his  grace,  love, 
mercy,  and  goodnefs  in  the  utmoft  expreflions  thercrf; 
and  all  the  mercies  of  his  nature  are  exprefled  and 
-manifefted  in  the  falvation  of  his  Son,  and  by  bis 
covenant  of  free  grace,  which  is  made  known  in  bis 
written  word,  exprefled  in  the  declaration  of  his  par- 
doning grace,  confirmed  by  his  immutable  word  of 
promife,  and  fealed  by  his  inviolable  oath;  tbis 
gives  us  a  view  of  his  goodnefs,  and  by  which  we  fee 
that  God,  even  our  God,  hath  blefled,  doth^  and 
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will  for  ever  blefs  us.  He  hath  blefled  us  with  all 
fpiritual  bleflings  in  Chrift^  and  he  makes  a  pleptiful 
communication  of  thefe  bleffings  to  u&  through  the 
gracious  influences  of  the  Holy  Spirit ;  who  leads  us 
to  view  the  riches  of  grace,  by  opening  to  us  the 
mines  of  goodnefs  laid  up  for  us  in  Chrift  our  head^  and 
which  led  the  devout  Pfalmift  to  cry  out,  O  bow  great 
is  tby  goodnefs  wbicb  tbm  baft  laid  up  for  tbcm  wbicbfear 
ibee.  God*s  blefiing  his  people  is  a  fatherly  a£l,  and 
proceeds  from  the  good  pleafure  of  his  will,  and  is 
the  fruit  of  the  delight  he  taketh  in,  and  the  affedion 
which  he  beareth  towards  them*  God's  blefling  is 
cxprefied  and  explained  thus  :  Fortbou^  J-^d^  wilt  bltfs^ 
ih^  rigbteous^  wiib  favour  wilt  tbou  compqfs  bim  as  with 
a  Jhieldi  and  whatfoever  he  gives  his  people,  comes 
from  his  hejarty  good  will  towards,  and  good  liking 
of  them.  It  is  the  nature  of  goodnefs  to  be  commu- 
nicative ;  and  God,  who  is  the  fountain  and  author 
of  all  good,  delights  in  communicating  his  goodnefs  to 
the  ele£i  fons  of  men.  He  is  a  fun  of  perpetual 
vigour,  to  enlighten  and  enliven  the  fouls  of  his 
children,  and  a  fountain  and  fpring  of  never  failing 
grace  and  confolation  to  them.  His  gifts  are  great, 
durable,  and  everlafting,  for  the  gifts  and  calling  of 
God  are  witboni  repentance.  He  gives  his^  people  being, 
and  well-being.  Their  natural  life  is  his  gift,  pre- 
ferved  by  his  power,  and  defended  by  his  arm. 
Their  fpiritual  life  is  from  him,  as  the  God  of  their 
mercies.  And  eternal  life  in  heaven,  where  they 
will  fully  enjoy  the  utmofl  bleffings  of  communion 
with  the  Eternal  Three,  is  all  of  God  alone.     As  we 
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view  by  faith  the  goodnefs  of  God  in  himfelf  eflen* 
fsaity,  and  him  as  giving  and  beftowing  upon  us  all 
communicable  good,  we  may  well  cry  out,  O  Uefs 
ear  God^  ye  peopfe^  and  make  the  voice  of  bis  praije  to  k 
heard..  As  God, is  the  fountain  of  all  good,  fo  he  is 
the  giver  and  beftower  of  all  good  ;  and  to  fee  God 
in  our  mercies,  to  have  a  fpiritual  relifh  in  them, 
and  to  improve  them  to  his  praife  and  glory,  is  our 
bounden  duty  and  fervice.     Which  brings  mi^, 

Thirdly,  to  obferve   that  he  giveth'  us  ricbfy^  or 
abundantly,    all  things.     This   will   appear,    as  we 
confider  there  is  nothing  we  can   poflibly  want  for 
foul  or  body,  but  the  Lord   hath  provided  it  for, 
and  beftowed  it  upon  us.     The  body,  as  well  as  the 
foul,  is  the  objeft  and  fubjeft  of  God'8  evcrlafling 
love :  the  blood  of  Chrift  was  flied  for  the  redemp- 
tion of  it ;  and  the  whole  perfon,  foul,  and  body,  is 
united  to  the  perfon  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift;  and 
the  body,  as  well  as  the  foul,  will  laft  throughout 
eternity.     It  is  true,  the  body  is   fubjeft  to  difeafe 
and  liable  to  death,  but  it  will  be  raifed  from  it  to 
die   no  more,  and  be  endowed  at  the  rcfurreftion 
morn  with  fuch  qualities  as  will  fit  it  for  the  enjoy- 
ment of  Ch;rift's  glorious  prefence  in  heaven  for  ever. 
^be  iocfy  is  for  the  Lord  y  and  the  Lord  for  the  bodf. 
The  bodies  therefore  of  the  eleQ,  in  a:  way  and  man- 
ner inconceivable  by  us  at  prefent,  will  be  qualified 
to  take  in  glory,  and  receive  infinite  pleafure  and 
joy  from  the  glorified  humanity  of  our  Lord.    But 
to  pafs  from  this  to  a  fubjeft  more  near  and  clear  to 
our  own  cafe  at  prefent.     We  are  ftill  in  this  world, 
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and,  as  beliievers,  are  upon  dur  paflage  through  it  to 
our  heavenly  home^  the  houfe  eternal  in  the  heaven^; 
God  hath  begun  to  fhew  us  his  glory,  and  caufed  his 
goodnefs  to  pafs  before  us.  As  fpiritual  perfons, 
looking  on  you  and  addreffing  you  as  the  cbildreil 
of  the  Moft  Higb^  I  may  call  upon  you,  as  the  Lord^ 
witneifes,  to  give  in  your  teftimony  to  the  truth  before 
us.  Hath  not  the  Lord  given,  and  doth  he  not  con- 
tinue to  give  us  ricblyj  or  abundantly,  all  things  ?  W4 
•re  preferved  to  the  ptefent  moment,  are  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  health,  and  jnnoft  of  us  have  a  liberal  fupply 
of  daily  bleffings,  both  for  body  and  foul ;  fo,  that  it 
becomes  us  to  fay,  fVe  willjing  unto  the  Lord^  beam/e 
be  hath  dealt  hmntifully  with  us.  It  is  well  to  enume^ 
rate  and  view  over  by  refleftion,  the  variety,  multi- 
tude, and  greatnefs  of  God's  mercies  to  our  indivr* 
dual  perfons.  There  is  not  a  circumftance  whicK 
befalls  any  of  the  children  of  God  through  life,  but 
for  fome  reafon  or  other  it  is  worth  recording :  for 
upon  a  furvey  of  God's  dealings  with  us,^and  our 
carriage  towards  him,  we  may,  through  the  divine 
teachings  of  the  Spirit,  learn  much  of  God's  good*: 
nefs,  and  of  our  own  fm,  guilt,  and  unworthinefs< 
The  parents  from  whom  we  immediately  proceeded, 
the  means  and  manner  of  our  education,  the  courfe 
of  life  w^  followed  before  converfion,  what  methods 
the  Lord  l&fed  to  renew  and  bring  us  to  the  true  and 
faving  knowledge  of  himfelf,  what  went  before,  and 
wh^t  followed  after  we  were  brought  to  believe  on 
the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  for  life  and  falvation,  (hould 
be  recoUefted  by  us  to  the  praife  and  glory  of,  the 
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Lord's  name,  grace,  mercy,  and  faithfulne&  It  it 
good  to  view  every  difpenfation  of  the  Lord  to 
QS,  as  the  fruit  and  effed  of  his  covenant  love* 
We  are  too  prone  to  look  upon  temporal  mercies  at 
the  fruit  and  effe3:  of  our  own  wifdom  and  induftry, 
forgetting  what  the  man  of  God  hath  (aid,  TZk^  Lnd 
thy  God :  it  is  be  that  grvetb  tbee  power  to  get  wealth. 
If  we  are  affli£ied,  we  are  too  apt  to  overlook  the 
Lord's  band  in  it.  But  it  is  well  with  us  when  we 
look  upon  ourfelves  as  one  with  Chrift,  as  the  people 
of  the  Lord  whom  he  hath  fogned  for  him&lf ;  in 
ii^hom,  and  for  whom,  he  will  be  exalted,  and  out  of 
whom  he  is  to  get  an  everlafting  tribute  of  praife  and 
glory  both  in  earth  and  in  heaven*  We  fhould  look 
upon  all  things  which  we  enjoy  as  the  efie@ts  of  God's 
everlafting  love  to  us;  and  if  we  could  take  in  by 
faith,  enlightened  by  the  Spirit,  that  whatfoever  God 
does  for  us,  and  beftows  upon  us,  he  does  it  with  all 
the  love  of  bis  heart  freely,  and  out  of  an  hearty  good 
will  and  liking  to  us,  it  would  lift  up  our  hearts  to  hinif 
and  we  fliould  greatly  rejoice  in  him.  If  we  more 
particularly  confider  the  words  before  us,  there  will 
appear  a  beautiful  gradation  in  thfSm.  7be  living  Gtd 
giveib  us — ibitigs^  all  things  ricbly^^-to  enjoy.  All  things  he 
giveth  unto  us,  for  he  giveth  us  hiuifelf,  his  Son,  and 
his  Spirit ;  fo  that  every  child  of  God  may  fay  as  Jacob 
did  to  Efau,  I  have  enough  ^  or,  ps  it  is  in  the  margin^ 
1  have  all  things.  Having  Cbrift,  we  have  all  t^iing^^ 
for  all  bleflings  are  contained  in  him;  in  whom  the 
whole  fulnefs  of  the  Father's  love,  and  all  the  immea? 
furable  fulnefs  pf  the  Spirit'^  gr^ce  ^p  cpntainei). 
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The  Lord's  people  have  and  enjoy  what  they  have  with 
the  Lord's  bleffing.  If  they  have  health  and  wealth,  they 
are  bleffings,  as,  through  the  Spirit,  they  are  enabled 
to  confecrate  them  to  the  Lord's  fervice  and  praife* 
If  they  are  under  diftrefs,  enjoying  God's  fupporting 
care,  prefence,  and  ftrength,  makes  up  the  want  of 
ail  things  unto  them.  If  they  are  deprived  of  temt 
porals,  they  are  biefled  with  fpiritual  things ;  fo  that 
they  find,  upon  cafting  up  the  fum  total  of  their  fpiri« 
tual  accounts,  that  all  the  paths  of  the  Lord  are 
mercy  and  truth  towards  them.  And,  I  may  juftly 
add,  when  believers  view  over  their  perfonal^  family^ 
national,  and  fpiritual  bleflings,  they  have  abundant 
caufe  to  ereft  their  Eienezer^  with  wonder,  gratU 
tude,  and  praife,  faying,  Hitherto  bath  the  Lard  helped 
us.  Blejfed  be  the  Lord^  who  daily  loadetb  us  with 
benefits.     This  brings  me, 

Laftly,  to  obferve  how  die  Lord  giveth  us  richly 
all  things.  God  having  loved  his  people  with  an 
cverlaiting  love ;  and  as  he,  out  of  his  own  heart'a 
love  chofe  their  perfons  in  Chrift  his  Son  before  the 
world  was ;  fo  he  ordained  the  world  for  them,  and 
appointed  every  ftate,  cafe,  and  circumftance  through 
which  they  fhould  pafs :  and  this,  though  a  fovereigor 
a6l,  fhould  not  be  refolved  merely  and  entirely  into 
abfolute  and  fupreme  fovereignty,  but  fhould  be 
Gonfidered  as  the  good  pleafure  of  his  will,  flowing 
from,  and  founded  upon  boundlefs  love,  and  infinite 
wifdom,  which  fhone  forth  in  his  eternal  counfel 
f  efpcQing  the  glory  of  his  grace^  in  the  happinefs  and 
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ialvatton  of  bis  people.  The  Lotd  worhttb  all  tbi/^s 
iffter  tie  cmnfel  ef  bis  trwh  will.  He  workelh  aH 
things,  not  merely  after  his  will^  but  after  the  counjA 
of  bis  will.  There  is  no  part  of  his  will,  but  his 
counfel  was  concerned  iti  it;  and  no  part  of  his 
eounfel,  or  what  his  infinite  wifdom  faw  beft,«but 
his  will  refolved  upon.  He  firft  loved  the  per- 
fons  of  his  people,  then  chofe  them  in  Chrift,  and 
then  appointed  every  thing  which  they  (hould  be 
exercifed  with  in  this  life.  He  willed  one  fhould 
be  poor,  another  rich,  and  this  as  fubfervient  to  pro* 
mote  his  own  glory,  and  die  real  good  of  his  people. 
It  is.aftonifliing  grace!  God's  glory  and  his  people's 
good  are  wrapt  up  and  involved  together ;  what  in* 
breafes  the  one,  makes  for  the  happinefs  of  the  other. 
It  would  greatly  teiHl  to  compofe  the  mind,  calm 
our  afFe£lions,  and  produce  fettled  refignation  to  the 
Lord's  righteous  dealings  with  u«,  to  confider  every 
one  of  xthem  as  a  channel  cut  out,  through  which 
everlafting  love  is  to  be  vented  towards  us,  and  by 
which  we  are  to  have  frelh  teftimonies  of  it.  His 
everlafting  love,  mercy,  and  grace,  are  at  all  times 
excrcifed  by  him  towards  his  people.  Their  days 
of  trouble,  pain,  temptations:^  and  mifery  are  widi 
him.  Their  times  of  fpiritual  quickening,  reviving, 
joy,  and  .  comfort,  are  in  his  hands.  The  fteps  oj 
s  good  man  are  ordered '  hy  the  Lord.  The  very 
hairs  of  their  head  are  all  numbered.  What  the 
Lord  gives  them  is  really  good ;  he  withholds  from 
th^m  no  manner  of  thing  that  is  good ;  and  he  bellows 
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good  upon  them,  to  the  end  that  fhey  may-enjoy  rt, 
be  hap^y  in  the  enjoyment  of  it,  «nd  be  difpofed  to 
Wcfs  and  praife  him  for  it.  Sirs,  we  harcL  a  right 
to  enjoy  what  God  bellows  upon  us;  he  givey  it  for 
that  end  and  purpofe  His  word  declares  it,  and 
his  truth  confirms  it.  He  fays  of  his  fpiritual  Ifrael, 
Tea^  I  Will  rejoice  (Tver  them  to  do  them  good.  It  is  a 
matter  of  joy  to  the  Lord  God  to  do  good  mito  his 
children,  and  he  is  pleafed  when  they  joy  and  rejoice 
in  him  and  his  benefits  beftowed  upon  them.  Haft 
thou  heahh,  wealth,  and  opportunity  of  doing  good, 
of  ferving  God  in  thy  day  and  generation,  and  glo- 
rifying him  in  the  world  before  men  ?  Rejoice  in 
it,  and  lay  thyfclf  out  to  the  uttermoft  to  thy  Lord's 
praife.  Art  thou  poor,  and  haft  thou  but*Iittle  ability 
to  ferve  and  promote  the  caufe  of  Chrift  ?  Rejoice, 
that  though  thou  doft  want  an  ability,  yet  thou  doft 
not  want  a  heart,  and  doft  fupply  by  thy  prayers 
what  is  wanting  in  thee  to  anfwer  other  fervices  and 
purpofes.  Learn  to  blefs  God  who  beftoweth  upon 
^ou  all  things  richly  to  enjoy ;  and  pray  for  a  fpiri- 
tual enjoyment  of  God  in  all  his  gifts  and  graces. 
Thou  mayeft,  in  the  abfence  of  all  creature  good, 
fay,  thou  haft  all  things,  for  Chrift  being  thine,  and 
his  unfearchable  riches  thy  portion,  thou  mayeft  fay, 
^be  Lord  is  my  portion^  therefore  will  I  hope  in  him. 
O  that  the  Eternal  Spirit  may  lead  us  to  fee  God  in 
all  our  bleflings,  to  enjoy  him  in  all  the  mercies  he 
daily  beftows,  and  may  we-  be  influenced  hereby  to 
(eek  after  conftant  communion  with  him  at  all  times. 
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and  in  all  bis  dirpenfations.  What  has  been  deli- 
vered agreeable  to  truth,  fuitable  to  your  experi- 
ence,  and  as  far  as  calculated  to  promote  your 
happinefs  and  joy  in  him,  may  he  command  his 
IbleflSngon;  eyen  fo.     Jrnen. 
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SERMON    XXI. 


Christ  the  Believer's  All,  in  Life, 
Death,  and  eternal  Glory* 


CoLOSSiANS,  Chap,  iii.  Ver.  ii^ 

Cbrift  is  AIL 

IT  is  the  peculiar  glory  and  excellency  of  this  mod 
bleffed  and  inconiparable  book,  the  Bible,  that  it 
has  Chrift  as  the  fupreme  fubjeft  of  it.  It  is  the 
Father's  record  and  teftimony  of  his  Son ;  and  which 
is,  that  be  that  bath  the  Son,  hath  life.  It  is  the  reve- 
lation of  Jefus  Chrift.  Its  hiftory,  its  prophecy,  its 
facrifices  and  ordinances,  all  point,  as  To  many  lines 
in  a  circle^  to  him.  The  teftimony  of  Jefus  is  thefpirit 
ef  prophecy.  The  prophets  and  apoftles  treat  of  him  5 
whofe  perfon  is  the  glory  of  heaven ;  whofe  love  is 
the  everlafting  miracle  of  heaven;  whofe  finifhed 
work  of  falvation  bears  up  the  faints  before  the 
throne,  and  yields  them  matter  for  perpetual  praife, 
fo  that  they  conftantly  cry,  Thou,  waft  ftain^  and  baft 
redeemed  us  to  God  by  thy  Hood.  fForthy  is  the  Lami 
that  wasflain.  His  vi6lolries  and  triumphs  on  the  crofs^ 
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over  fin,  Satan,  the  world,  death,  and  hell,  will  btf 
celebrated  by  the  hallelujahs  of  the  hoft  of  the 
redeemed  in  gkxry,  as  long  as  heaven  is  heaven* 
Beloved,  the  fun  in  the  firmament,  is  not  fo  full  of 
light,  or  the  fca,  with  its  vaft  abyfs,  fo  full  of  water, 
as  the  inrpfred  volume  is  of  Jcfus,  and  his  wonderful 
grace,  work,  viQories,  fame,  and  renown.  If  it  were 
poifible  to  coU^d  the  wbofe  efleoce  of  Scpipture,  and 
exprefs.  it  io  ooe  fingle  fenteacc^  it  wouW  be  con- 
tained  and  exprefled  in  fuch  words  as  thofe  which  I 
have  now  read  unto  you-,  Chriji  is  all.  So  that  you 
may  fee  that  my  text,  though  {hort,  is  vaftly  com- 
prehenfive.*  Tt  expreffes  what  Chrfft  is  lo  his  people 
on  earth;  and  alfo  what  he  is  to  them  who  are 
already  admitted  to  his  promifed  glory.  In  thefe 
words  Chriil  is-  both  tetxjt-and.  {^xxnoxi — the  foundation 
and  corner  ftone — the  firft  and  the  laft — the  Alphaaod 
Oaiega — the  aim  and  end— the  author  and  fioifbcr  of 
fiaiifau  Ciirifl:  is  all  in  faJvation-  workc,  thje  ajj  ing^ace 
and  glory.  Our  ap^olile,  in  the  fixfli  cbaptcyr  ofi  this 
epiftle,  in  his  fctting  forth-  Chriil  Jefus  the  Lordj 
gives  fuch  an  accoont  of  him,,  in  his.  axicient,.  oaiive^ 
perfonal,  eflcntial,  relative,  aad  mediatorial  gloricsi 
as  iisnot  To  fully  to  be  found  io.  aJL  b^  writings  .elfe* 
where.  You  have  the  bridegroom  of  hi&  churcb 
fliir>ing  forth-  in  all  the  glory  and  excellency  af  his 
godlike  Majeity..  And  why  does  the  appfitle  fet  biift 
forth?  What  was  his  defigp  i\\  fo  doing?  His  inieoC 
wa«,  hereby  to  draw  the  hearts  of  faints  after  hiis^ 
that  they  might  cleave  to  him  as  their  well  beluveA 
%  pxefaxtiog,  theix  heavenly  bulbaud  thus:.||iito  tbefl^ 
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he  aims  to  win  their  fouls,  that  they,  beholding  Jefus, 
might  be  engaged  with  him,  and  be  led  to  admiring 
and  adoring  thoughts  concerning  his  beauty  and  glo* 
rious  excellency,  fo  as  to  cry  out  with  rapture,  Hnv 
great  is  bis  goodnejs^  and  haw  great  is  his  beauty  I  Having ' 
drawn  a  portrait  of  the  God-man,  Chrift  Jefus;  he 
proceeds  to  fpeak  and  give  an  account  of  the  ever-^ 
lading  gofpel  of  his  grace,  in  which  he  (bines  forth 
in  his  meridian  glory,    which  he  ftylcs  the  myfteryi 
and  is  fuch   for  the  profundity  of   it.     It  contain^ 
riches^    riches    of  glory,    yea,    the  unfearchable   richer 
of  Chrifi.     What  a  treafure  !    Chrift  is  the  glory  of 
this  myftery.     And  this  Chrift,  faith  Paul,  is  in  you^i 
and  this  Chrift  in  you  is  the  hope  of  glory*      Chrift 
is  the  myftery  of  the  gofpel.     Grace  is  the  myftery* 
of  Chrift,  which  he  moft  divinely  difplays  as  he  ridea^ 
forth  in  the  chariot  of  his  gofpel,  from  conquering 
unto  conquer.     In  the  miniftry  of  it,  God  is  plieiftd^ 
ip  give  the  light  of  the  hmjoledge  (f  his  glory ^  in  th& 
face  of  Jefus  Chrift,  2  Cor;  iv.  6.     If  you  afk,  how^ 
are  fouls  thus  moft  divinely  illuminated?    I  reply^ 
by  fupernatura^l  creation.      So  the  apoftle   feys,   in- 
the  forecited  text,  God  who  'commanded  the  light  to  ftjini 
out  of  darknefs,  hath  Jknfied  in  out  hearts,    to  give  ih4 
light  of  the  knowledge  (fthe  glory  of  God,  in  the  face  (or^ 
perfon)  of  Jefus  Chrift.     In  Jefus  all  the  glories  of  the 
Godhead  fliine  forth.     In  him  are  hid  (or,  contained) 
all  the  treafures  of  wifdom  and  knoeaoledge.     In  him  dwdl^ 
lab. all  ihefulnefs  of  the  Godhead *iodily,  i.  e.  perfonall^J 
In.  him  his.  church  and  people  are  complete.     He 
hath. made  peace  for  tli^em  b// the  J^lood  of  his  crof^ 
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His  FathtJr,  for  his  fake,  haih  frccljr  forgiTert  tlicftt 
all  trefpalTes^  He  bath  fpoiled  principalities  and 
powers,  having  made  a  (hew  of  them  openly,  tri^ 
umphing  over  them  on  his  crofs.  On  this  Jefus^ 
who  ia  God  eflentialljr^  God  the  Son,  perfonalty^ 
and,  as  ImmanueU  Cdd^tnan^  the  inu^e  of  the  invi* 
fible  God%  the  Creator  and  Lord  of  every  creature^ 
the  apoftle  would  fix  the  eye  of  their  minds^  Having 
fet  forth  bis  work  and  refurre6iion,  be  would  bavs 
them  look  on  tbemfelves  as  reconciled  by  his  death; 
and  as  prefented  by  him,  holy  and  unblamable^  and 
.  hreprovable  in  bis  Jlght.  They  being  quickened 
together  with  Chrift,  which  was  tnanifefted  in  their 
fpiritual  regeneration  and  trandation  into  the  kingdom 
of  God's  dear  Son,  he  would  have  them  fet  their 
tffe£iions  on  things  above.  If  ye  tbtn  be  rifenwlth 
Chrift^  feek  thofe  things  'which  are  above^  where  Cbrijl 
Jit  Mb  on  the  right  hand  tf  Go(L  Set  your  i^iiion  m 
ilnngs  above ^  not  on  things  on  the  earth.  For  ye  are  deadf 
and  your  life  is  bid  with  Ghrijl  in  God.  Chrift  is  the 
believer's  treafurc-^his  portion — his  all  >  he  is  abovcf 
in  the  highcft  heaven^  and  the  believer's  eye  is  fixed 
on  him:  his  heart  is  with  him;  bis  afFedrons  are 
drawn  out  after,  and  they  centre  and  terminate  an 
bim.  We  muft  know  Chrift,  or  we  cannot  fet  ouf 
^fFeflions  oh  Ghrift.  We  muft  have  a  fpiritual  per- 
ception of  thofe  things  which  are  above^  or  our  fouls 
cannot  afpire  after  them^  nor  feek  an  enjoyment 
thereof  in  fpiritual  eommunidn  with  God.  So  thai 
the  duty  exhorted  to  is  fpiritual  and  evangelical, 
The  apoftle  adds,  Mortify  tbertfore  your  members  wbiA 
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are  upon  the  earth;  which  confifts  in  putting  ofFthe 
old  man  with  his  deeds.  He  calls  on  them  to  exer- 
cife  themfelves  in  putting  on  the  new  man,  by  prac- 
tifing  various  graces;  and  concludes  his  period  with 
iaying,  ChriJI  is  allj  and  in  all.  In  my  preaching  on 
thefe  words,  I  will  aim  to  fet  before  you  what  I  have 
to  deliver,  under  the  three  following  heads  : 

Firft,  by  {hewing,  that  Chriji  is  all  in  falvation  work. 

Secondly,  that  Chriji  is  all^  in  our  experience  and 
enjoyment,  fo  far  as  we  know  him,  and  believe  on 
him,  and  live  and  walk,  by  the  faith  of  the  Son  of 
God. 

Thirdly,  that  Chriji  is  all  in  the  article  of  death  j 
and  will  be  all  to  his  people  in  a  ftate  of  glory. 

Td  begin  with  my  firft  particular,  in  which  I  am 
to  fhew  that  Chriji  is  all  in  falvation  work.  The 
word  Qjriji  fignifies  anointed.  It  is  a  name  and  title 
given  to  our  Jefus  by  the  Holy  Ghoft.  It  points 
out  who,  and  what  our  Immanuel  i3.  He,  as  the 
fecond  perfori  in  the  Godhead,  was,  by  his  Father*^ 
will  and  defignation,  fet  up  in  the  council  and  cove- 
nant of  the  Eternal  Three,  to  be  God-man.  He  was 
anointed  by  the  Holy  Ghoft  as  God-man,  the  head 
tod  faviour  of  his  myftic  body  the  church,  and 
derived  the  name  Chriji^  or  anointed^  from  the  Holy 
Spirit,  who  filled  him  as  Mediator  with  all  thofe  gifts 
and  graces,  which  would  qualify  him  to  be  a  fountaia 
of  overflowing  grace  unto  us.  He  received  the  Spirit 
without  meafure,  and  his  fulnefs  is  our  fupply.  And 
rf  bisfulnefs  (faith  the  apoftle)  have  all  we  received. 
It  is  out  of  Chrift's  fulnefs  that  we  receive  our  whole 
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falvation  on  earth ;  and  it  is  out  of  his  fulnefs  that 
faints  receive  all  their  glory  and  bleffednefs  in  heaven. 
Chrilt,  as  God  man,  is  Jehovah's  all;  the  objeft 
of  the  ineffable  love  and  delight  of  Father,  Son,  and 
Holy  Ghoft;  the  beginning  of  God's  works  of  old. 
JEHovAH  had  never  deigned  to.  go  forth  into  crea- 
tion aQs,  had  not  the  fecond  perfon  in  the  incompre- 
henfible  effence  condefcended  to  engage  to  affume 
human  nature  :  fo  that  Chrift,  confidered  as  God-man, 
is  the  Jirjl  born  of  every  creature^  the  foundation  of 
;  creation,  as  he  is  of  grace.  In  him,  as  God-man,  the 
perfons  of  the  ele6l  were  chofen  before  the  foundation 
of  the  world.  So  faith  Paul,  Blejffed  be  the  God  and 
Father  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Lhrifl^  who  hath  blejfed  us  with 
aUfpiritual  hleffings  in  heavejily  places  in  Chrijl :  according 
as  he  hath  chofen  us  in  him^  before  the  foundation  of  the 
worlds  Eph.  i.  3,  4.  So  that  it  may  well  be  faid, 
Chrijl  is  alL  For  if  we  mount  fo  high  as  God  the 
Father's  a£l  of  eleClion,  it  was  in  Chrifl.  He,  as 
Godrman,  was  the  objeft  of  it.  He  was  chofen  to  be 
Jehovah's ^/foze^,  whofe  name  is  the  Lord  of  Hofis^ 
the  brightnefs  of  the  Father's  glory ^  and  the  exprefs  image 
of  his  perfon  :  in  whom  all  the  perfons  of  the  Godhead 
were  to  be  manifefted,  and  all  the  glory  of  Godhead 
fhine  forth  to  the  uttermoft  capacity  of  ele£l  creatureSf 
and  the  greateft  difplay  of  Jehovah's  maoifeftadvc 
glory.  To  behold  this  fhining  in  the' perfon  of  Jefus 
Chrift,  is  the  effence  of  the  faints'  felicity  in  heaven. 
Hence  our  Lord  faith,  Father^  I  will  that  they  whm 
thou  haft  given  me^  be  with  me  where  I  nm\  that  the) 
may  behold  my  glory ^  John  xvii.  24.     There  are  two 
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Words  in  God's  book  containing  infinite  fweetnefs,* 
and  which'are  of  vaft  concern  to  us-  The  one  is,  the 
Word  grace,  the  other,  falvation.  The  firft  (hews  U3^ 
the  caufe  from  whence  all  bleflings  flow;  the  latter, 
declares  how  this  is  openly  fhewn,  'made  known  and 
difcovered  to  us  in  our  fallen,  guilty,  finful  ftate  and 
cafe.  We  firft  read  the  word  grace^  in  the  6th  chap- 
ter of  Gene  (is,  ver.  8.  Noah  found  grace  in  the  eyes 
of  the  Lord.  This  word  fignifies  free  favour.  This,  is 
manifefted  in  ele6lion.  It  is  out  of  God's  own  heart 
he  loves  his  people.  It  is  becaufe  he  loved  them 
that  he  chofe  them  in  Chrift.  The  reafon  why  he 
continues  to  love  them  with  an  everlafting  love,  is, 

.  becaufe  it  is  the  good  pleafure  of  his  will.  None, 
no  creature,  not  a  faint  on  earth,  nor  in  heaven,  hath 
whereof  to  glory  in  his  prefence.  All  Is  of  grace-r 
Of  him^  and  through  him^  and  to  him^  are  all  things  :  to 
whom  he  glory  for  ever  and  ever.  .  Amen.  God's  love 
to  this  perfon  of  his  people  is  fixed  on  them  in  Chrift. 
He  loveth  theni  as  he  doth  him.  And  Chrijl  is  all^ 
as  their  eleftion  is  in  him.  Their  bleflings  and  blef- 
fednefs  are  all  in  him.  Their  perfons  are  accepted  in 
him.  Their  everlafting  life  is  in  him :  and  their  trufe 
knowledge  of  him  is  life  everlafting.  The  word  fal- 
vation is  truly  fweet.  If  contains  the  name  of  our 
Chrift,  and  his  incommunicable  work.  When  the 
prophet  Ifaiah  proclaims  him,  it  is  with  this  title. 
Behold^  thy  falvation  cometh^  I  fa  Ixii.  11.  So  faith 
the  angel,  Thou  fhalt  call  his  name  JESUS :  for  he 

fhall  fave  his  people  from  their  fins ^  Mat.  i.  21.  And 
our  Lord  makes  himfelf  known^  as  well  deferving 
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the  title,  and  as  being  almighty  to  fave,  when  he 
faith.  Look  unto  me^  and  be  ye  faved :  or,  look  unto 
nie  and  ye  are  faved.  Our  Chrift  wore  the  crown  as 
the  head  of  his  body  the  church,  in  eleflfoti  r  not  as 
the  caufe  of  eleQion,  but  as  the  head  of  the  whole 
eleClion  of  grace.  He  was  laid,  by  the  Father,  as 
the  foundation  of  his  church.  Under  the  foreviews 
of  the  fall,  he  undertook,  at  his  Father's  call,  to  be 
the  Saviour  of  his  people ;  to  carry  his  engagenoents 
into  execution ;  and  for  us  men,  and  forourfalva- 
tion,  he  came  down  from  heaven.  By  his  myfterious 
incarnation,  he  became  bone  of  out  bone,  and  flefh 
of  our  flefh.  Te  know^  faith  Paul,  tb^  grace  of  mr 
Jxird  J  ejus  Chrijl^  that  though  he  was  rich^  yet  for  your 
Jakes  he  became  poor^  that  ye  through  his  p^veriy  might  be 
rich.  In  falvation  work,  Chrift  is  alL  To  make  this 
ckar,  I  aflc,  what  is  falvation?  In  what  does  it  con- 
fift  ?  In  reply,  I  anfwer  in  the  word^  of  Scripture, 
Salvation  is  oj  the  Lord.  It  is  the  greateft  of  all 
bleflings  which  the  Lord  can  poffibly  bellow  on  his 
people,  confidered  as  they  are  by  the  fall,  finners 
^j»d  ungodly.  It  proceeds  from,  and  is  the  fruit  of 
that  e^^rfafting  covenant  which  obtained  between  the 
Eternal  Three  before  all  time  :  by  which  their  cver- 
fefting  love,  to  the  elecl  is  exprelTed  in  a£ls  of  ever- 
lafting  mercy,  which  fhines  forth  and  is  manifefted  K) 
theni,  through  the  redemption  which  is  in  Cbriji  Jejus, 
Salvation  miplies  deliverance.  God's  falvation  of  his 
people  is  a  deliverance  from  fin,  the  greateft  of  all 
evils,  and  from  damnation,  the  greateft  of  all  mife» 
rics.     It  confifts-in  removing  from  us  aU  fin^  andia 
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delivering  us  from  the  curfe  of  the  law,  which  is  th« 
true  and  proper  exprefRon  of  the  moft  juft  and  righ* 
teous  difplacency  of  God  againft  it.  To  undertake  to 
be  the  author  of  this  great  falvation^  and  to  complete 
it,  was  the  greateft  aft  that  our  moft  adorable  Lord 
and  Saviour  ever  engaged  in,  as  mediator  of  reconci*- 
liation.  To  accomplifh.it,  he,  who  was  theeffential 
and  only  begotten  Son  of  God,  became  incarnate. 
He  wrought  it  out  by  his  incarnation,  and  in  his 
incarnate  ftate,  as  the  furety  and  reprefentative  of  his 
people,  by  his  obedience  to  the  law  for  them,  when 
he  magnified  it  and  made  it  everlaftingly  honourable : 
by  which  he  brought  in  an  everlafting  righteoufnefs ; 
which  puts  down,  exceeds,  and  will  do  to  eternity, 
all  the  righteoufnefs  of  thofe  bright  and  morning  ^ 
ftars,  the  angels  of  God's  prefence.  This  is  the  robe 
in  which  God's  people  fhine,  and  in  which  they  will 
for  ever  outftiine  all  the  angels  in  glory  :  in  which 
they  appear  before  the  God  and  Father  of  our  Lord 
Jefus  Chriff,  righteous  even  as  Chrift  is  righiems.  Our 
Lord  completed  falvation  work  in  bearing  all  the  fins 
of  his  people  in  his  own  body  on  the  tree ;  and  in 
fuftaining  the  whole  punifhment,  wrath,  and  curfe 
due  unto  them.  He  purged  away  the  guilt  and  filth 
of  fin,  by  his  moft  precious  blood-fhedding.  He 
hath  put  away  fin  by  the  facrifice  of  himfelf.  He 
proclaimed  on  the  crofs  his  conquefts,  viftories,  and 
triumphs,  faying,  It  is  finijhed.  So  that  I  may  well 
aflc  you  who  believe  on  him,  What  think  ye  ofChrifl? 
Is  he  not  all  in  felvation  work  ?  Is  not  the  whole 
glory  of  it  due  to  him  ?  Becaufc  it  was  his  work 
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alone,  to  bring  in  everlafting  righteoufnefs  by  his 
obedience  unto  death ;  and  in  which,  by  virtue  of  its 
imputation  unto  bis  beloved  ones,  they  are  made  the 
rigbieoufnejs  of  God  in  him.  Our  Jefus  is  all  in  falva- 
tion  work.  He  was  made  fin,  and  he  hath  finifhed  the 
tranfgreflion,  and  made  an  end  of  fins.  He  loved  us^ 
(ind  wajhed  us  from  our  fins  in  his  own  blood.  Jefus 
wears,  and  will  for  ever  wear  the  crown  of  crowns, 
as  the  felf-exiftent  Saviour :  it  being  his  incommuni- 
cable royalty,  to  fave  his  people  by  himfelf  alone, 
and  in  himfelf  with  an  everlafting  falvation.  Shall  I 
afkj  in  what  way  do  finners  receive  and  partake  of  its 
benefits  ?  I  anfwer,  by  believing,  Chrill,  his  falvation, 
with  all  the  benefits  of  it,  are  fet  before  us  in  the 
everlafting  gofpel.  Ghrift  is  therein  declared  to  be 
God's  falvation  to  the  ends  of  the  earth.  The  office 
of  the  minifter  of  Chrift  is  to  fet  it  forth  freely  and 
fully,  with  all  its  graces,  and  with  all  its  bleffings: 
the  preaching  of  it,  is  the  ordinance  of  the  Mod 
High  God ;  by  which  he  beftows  his  Holy  Spirit,  and 
flieds  him  richly  on  the  heirs  of  glory.  He  is  fent 
by  the  Father,  in  the  name  of  Jefus,  as  the  fruit  of  his 
interceffion,  to  quicken  the  eleft  when  dead  in  tref- 
paffes  and  fms ;  to  open  the  eyes  of  the  blind ;  tp 
bring  fuch  as  are  in  darknefs  and  in  the  fhadow  qf 
death,  into  the  light  and  true  knowledge  of  God, 
fetting  before  them  Jefus  in  the  written  word,  ena« 
bling  them  to  believe  on  him  by  faith  in  (;he  word, 
which  is  the  revelation  of  him,  giving  them  to  receive 
Chrift  by  the  word  into  their  hearts,  as  all  their  falva- 
tion, and  all  their  defire.    Believers^  is  not  Chrift 
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your  all  ?  Is  not  his  obedience  your  everlafting  righ- 
teoufnefs  before  the  throne  ?  Is  not  his  precious  and 
everlaftingly  efficacious  blood-fhedding  your  endlefs 
purity?  Are  you  not  retting  on  the  one  offering  of 
Jefus,  for  your  difcharge  from  all  your  fin,  before  the 
Lord,  and  that  for  ever  ?  O  how  precious  is  Jefus, . 
as  all  your  falvation  !  Sirs,  our  Jefus  is  {ilijiighty  to 
fave.  He  is  all-fufficient  to  blefs.  Let  me  therefore 
addrefs  you,  who,  at  prefent,  may  not  have  doled 
with  Ghrift.  Bleffings  on  the  Lamb  of  God^  his  grace 
and  falvation  every  way  fuits  wretched  finful  men.  He 
came  from  heaven  on  purpofe  to  fave  jufl:  fuch  per- 
fons  as  ycu  are.  He  faith  even  to  you,  Look  unto  me^ 
and  he  ye  faved.  When  a  poor  guilty  creature  hears 
the  voice  of  Chrift  in  the  word,  looks  off  himfelf 
and  looks  to  Jefus,  he  hath  falvation.  Looking  unto 
Jefus  is  manifeftative  falvation.  To  behold  the  Lamb 
is  life  everlafling.  The  heart  of  Chrift  is  all  love. 
His  bowels  are  full  of  mercy.  He  hath  in  our  nature, 
in  our  world,  (hone  forth  all  in  flames  of  love.  You 
cannot  gainfay,  nor  doubt  the  truth  of  this,  if  you 
believe  what  is  recorded  of  it  in  the  bleffed  word, 
'  Confider  Jefus  in  the  days  of  hfs  flefh.  View  him 
in  the  difplays  of  his  mercy,  in  the  exercife  of  his 
compaffioh.  No  finner  ever  came  to  him  for  pardon, 
but  he  moft  freely  beftowed  it ;  none  ever  cried  out, 
T*hou  Son  of  David^  have  mercy  on  me^  that  Jefus  re- 
jefted.  Say,  then,  O  poor  finner,  whoever  thou 
art,  whom  the  Lord  the  Spirit  may  have  been  pleafed 
to  make  willing  to  be  faved^by  Chrift  alone,  what  is 
there  to  difgouragc  thee,  and  keep  thee  one  moment 
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from  the  precious  Jefus  ?  He  hath  faved  fuch  whofc 
fin,  corruptions,  feelings,  and  frames,  were  juft  like 
thine.  His  arms  are  open  to  embrace  thee.  His 
righteoufnefs  was  wrought  out  for  juft  fuch  as  thou 
art.  His  bowels  overflow  with  pity  and  compaflion. 
His  blood  was  flied  to  be  the  atonement  for  fin. 
In  the  garden,  he,  by  his  bloody  fweat,  opened  the 
fountain  which  cleanfeth  from  all  fin.  View  him  in 
his  foul  travail,  fhining  forth  in  the  uttermoft  difplay 
of  his  mercy.  His  ftrong  crying  and  tears,  his  agony 
and  blood-fhedding,  his  wounded  body,  his  crowned 
head,  the  blood  which  flowed  from  it,  his  pierced 
hands  and  feet,  his  treading  the  wine-prefs  of  divine 
wrath  till  blood  came  from  every  pore,  loudly  ex- 
prefs  his  wonderful  love.  Q  that  God  the  Spirit  may 
fix  thine  eye  and  heart  on  Jefus  !  He  faith,  Him  thai 
Cometh  unto  me^  1  will  in  no  wife  cajl  out.  It  was 
uttered  for.  thy  encouragement.  His  word  is  a  fuflS* 
cient  ground  and  warrant  for  thy  believing  on  him. 
O !  be  not  faithlefs  then,  but  believing.  Thy  whole 
cafe  is  provided  for ;  and  Chrift  is  moft  freely  and 
fully  fet  before  thee  in  thefe  words,  which  were  pro- 
nounced by  one  of  the  moft  excellent  preachers  the 
church  of  Chrift  was  ever  favoured  with,  who  faid, 
ms  is  a  faithful  faying^  and  worthy  of  all  acceptation^ 
that  Chrifi  Jefus  came  into  the  world  to  Jave  Jinners. 
Which  he  had  no  fooner  uttered,  but,  as  determined 
not  to  be  outdone  by  any  of  the  faved  of  the  Lord 
in  earth  or  heaven,  in  fetting  the  crown  of  falvation 
on  the  heiad  of  Jefus,  he  feals  this  truth  with  his  own 
teftimony  concerning  it,  faying.  Of  whom  I  am  chief 
If  thouj  O  man;  believcft  this  truth  with  thine  heart, 
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and  by  it   truffeth  on   the  work  of  Jefus  for  the 
whole  of  thy  falvation  before  the  Lord,  thou  canft 
not  perifh  :  thou  haft  everlafting  life.     So  faith  our 
Jefus  himfelf,   Verily^  verily  I  fay  unto  you^  He  that 
ielieveth  on  me^  hath  everlajiing  life^  John  vi.  47.     The 
obedience  and  death  of  Jefus  are  the  whole  of  thy 
falvation.     His  Father  is  thy  Father — his  God  is  thy 
God.     And  finners  are  reconciled  unto  God,  by  the 
death  of  his  Son ;  yea,  and  that  while  we  were  ene- 
mies unto  him  by  wicked  works.     IVben  we  were  yet 
without  ftrengtb^  in  due  time  Chriji  died  for  the  ungodly. 
The  Father's  record  and  teftimony  of  Jefus  are  fel 
before  thee  in  the  word.     There  thou  mayeft  read, 
God  fo  Iffved  the  worlds  that  he  gave  his  only  begotten 
Son.     In  it  thou  mayeft  clearly  underftand,  that  the 
righteoufnefs  of  Chrift  delivereth  from  eternal  death  ; 
that  the  blood  of  Jefus  .Chrift  cleanfeth  from  all  fin  ;  that 
be  that  hath  th^  Son^  hath  life.     Whofoever  he  be,  that 
knoweth  Chrift  from  the  word,  and  by  the  teaching 
of  the  Holy  Spirit,  hath  lifei.io  faith  John  the  apoftlc, 
chap.  i.  i^,  11,  12.     It  is  heaven  upon  earth  to  know 
Jefus.     It  is  paradife  reftored;  yea,  it  is  paradifc 
enjoyed,  to  know  the  love  of  Chrift,  which  pafleth 
knowledge.    Jefus  cannot  more  difplay  his  love  in 
heaven,  no,  not  to  eternity;  nor  (hine  forth  in  giving 
evidence  of  it  more  glorioufly  than  he  iiath  already 
done,  in   the    garden   and   on  the  crofs.    'Bleffings, 
everlafting  bleffings  crown  his  head  in  glory.     He 
came  down  from  his  Father's  bofom,  took  our  nature 
vjnto  union  with  his  divine  perfon,  that  thereby  he 
ipightj  in  our  worldf  make  kno^m  his  love  in  an 
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ineffable  manner,  and  to  an  infinite  degree.  The 
God-man,  Chrift  Jefus,  lived  in  our  world  in  our 
nature.  He  converfed  with  finful  men.  When  he 
fweat  his  bloody  fweat,  his  heart  was  enlarged  towards 
us.  Though  he  bofe  the  fin  a:id  fhame,  guilt  and 
filth  of  his  people,  and  felt  and  fuftained  the  pain 
and  curfe  due  to  their  tranfgreffions,  vet  he  fainted 
not,  neither  was  weary  of  proving  his  Ipve  to  be 
ftronger  than  death.  When  he  was  in  an  agony,  and 
his  fweat  was*  as  it  were  great  drops  of  blood,  his 
heart  was  full  of  everlafting  love.  His  foul  forrows, 
his  mangled  body,  his  pierced  head,  hands  and  feet, 
'every  drop  of  blood  he  fhed,  gave  full  evidence  of 
his  love.  His  foul  travail  and  fuffeiings  are  pathetic. 
It  is  a  folemn  and  truly  affefling  fubjeft ;  but  his  love 
exceeds  his  bitter  paffion,  as  the  caufe  ever  muft  the 
effe6L  He  looked  on  his  very  murderers,  and  prayed 
on  their  behalf,  even  while  they  were  .nailing  him  to 
the  ttee.  Father^  forgive  them^  for  they  kncnjo  not  what 
iheydo.  He  looked  on  the  thief,  though  (to  ufe  Mr. 
Romaine*s  words)  he  had  eurfed  him  to  his  face, 
and  overcame  his  he^rt  by  the  omnipotent  fweetnefs 
and  freenefs  of  his  grace.  His  heart  and  bowels  arc 
this  moment  the  fame.  O  that  he  may  look  on  you, 
and  fend  the  Holy  Ghoft  to  lead  you  to  behold  this 
great  fight,  God  incarnated  made  by  Jehovah  the 
Father,  fin  and  a  curfe  for  us !  May  the  Eternal 
Spirit  lead  you,  by  the  word,  to  look  into  the  heart 
of  Jefus.  Liften  to  the  founding  of  his  bowels.  He 
faith,  I  will  furely  have  mercy  on  thee.  Behold  him 
fliining  forth  in  his  whole  life, — in  the  garden,  with 
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all  his  garments  rolled  in  blood, — ^and  on  the  crofs^ 
in  all  the  majefty,  ftrength,  and  fplendour  of  his  me- 
diatorial love.  May  the  refle£lion  of  it,  on  you  and 
xne,  warm  all  our  hearts ;  that  we  may  one  and  all 
cry  out,  Behold,  how  he  loved  us  !  And,  beloved, 
as  there  is  nothing  in  Chrift,  ki  his  work,  word, 
office,  promife,  and  gofpel,  which  in  the  lead  make$' 
^gair>{l  any  individual  prefent,  may  the  Lord  the 
Koly  Ghoft  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  realize*  the 
fubjeft,  and  give  each,  if  it  pleafe  him,  fuch  a  fpiri- 
tual  qnderftanding  of  the  truths  delivered,  as  may- 
lead  to  a  prefent  and  immediate  clofure  with  Jefus: 
that  you  may  ^ach  individually  break  forth,  faying. 
Behold^  God  is  my  falvaticn :  I  will  tru/l^  and  not  be 
afraid ;  for  the  LORD  Jehovah  is  my  firength  and  ny 

'  J^^K'i  ^^  ^//^  ^^  become  my  fahaiion.  In  fo  doing,  you 
will  fct  a  frefh  crown  on  his  head ;  and  to  his  ever^ 
lading  glory  you  will  fay,  iri  falvation  work,  Chrijl  is 
all.     This  brings  me  to  my 

Second  he^d  and  particular,  to  (hew  that  Q)rifi  is 
all  in  our  experience  and  enjoyment,  fo  far  as  we 
truly  knovv  hirp,  believe,  live  and  walk  by  the  faith  of 
the  Son  of  Gpd^  All  true  genuine  experience  mud 
jnod  certainly  confid  in  knowing  ourfelves  to  be, 
what  the  Holy  Ghod  defcribes  us  in  his  written  word  ; 
iand  in  our  having  fuch  an  inward  knowledge,  fenfe, 
and  feeling  of  it,  as  prove  to  us  our  need  of  Jefus. 
It  contains  alfo  fuch  a  knowledge  of  Chrid,  as  fuits 
our  cafe,  and  gives  us  to  perceive  that  he  is  mod 
divinely  qualified  for  every  wound,  malady,  and  want, 
which  lia  hath  brought  upon,  and  introduced  within 
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us.  It  is  light  makes  the  darknefs  manifcft.  Our 
Jefus  faith,  /  am  the  light  of  the  world :  (i.  e,  of  the 
fpiritual  world).  He  that  followetb  me^  /hall  not  walk  in 
darknefs^  but  Jhall  have  the  light  of  life.  Jefus  is  the 
light  of  life.  He  gives  fpiritual  light,  and  then  wc 
fee  what  fpiritual  life  confifts  in.  Then  this  Scrip- 
ture ftiines  on  us  with  feme  degree  of  cleamefs  and 
perfpicuity,  where  our  Lord,  in  his  addrefs  to  his 
Divine  Father,  fays,  This  is  life  eternal^  that  they  mi^t 
know  thee  the  only  true  God^  and  Jefus  Chrifl  whom  thm 
hajl  fent^  John  xvii.  3.  Our  fpiritual  and  fupema- 
turat  life  is  in  Chrift.  He  is  the  head,  and  the  whole 
life  of  grace  and  glory  is  in  him.  He  is  the  fountain 
of  it,  /  am  the  refurreSiion  and  the  life^  faith  Jefus. 
Tour  life^  believers,  is  hid  with  Chrift  in  God.  So 
that  Chrijl  is  all.  Our  fpiritual  and  eternal  life  being 
in  him ;  it  comes  from  him,  it  is  all  contained  in 
him ;  and  it  is  alfo  maintained  in  us  by  him.  Our 
fpiritual  life  confifts  in  Chrift's  dwelling  in  us— in 
our  knowing  him,  and  the  power  of  his  refurrec- 
tion.  It  is  manifefted  in  our  believing  on  him, 
He  that  bath  the  Son^  hath  life:  and  he  that  hath 
not  the  Son  of.Ccd^  hath  not  life^  1  John  v,  12-  And 
thofe  who  know  Chrift  favingly,  know  the  Father 
alfo;  and  in  their  believing  on  Jefus,  believe  on  his 
Father,  as  their  Father  in  him.  The  believer  is  a 
.man  in  Chrijl.  He  hath  life  in  Chrift — receives  his 
new  birth  from  the  Spirit — is  created  anew  in  Chrift 
Jefus — hath  a  fupernatural  being  and  tranfplantation 
into  him — lives  in  him  and  on  hitn,  and  can  fay, 
/  live  hy  the  faith  of  the  Son  of  God.     This  is  expe- 
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rience,  fuch  as  is  true  and  evangelical :  all  other  is 
worth  nothing.  In  this  experience.  Chriji  is  all.  Every 
afl:  of  fpiritual  life  is  excited  and  drawn  forth  by  the 
Holy  Spirit,  and  exercifed  on  Jefus,  the  objeft  and 
fountain  of  it.  This  life  is  communicated  to  us  ia 
regeneration,  continued  by  Chrift's  indwelling  in  us, 
manifefted  in  fpiritual  afts  which  lie  in  our  com- 
munion with  God  the  Father,  and  Jefus  Chrift  his 
Son,  through  the  influence  and  grace  of  the  Holy 
Spirit:. in  which  communion  Chrift  is  all^  as  all  the 
love  of  the  Father  and  comforts  of  the  Holy  Ghoft, 
flow  into  our  fouls  from  the  fulnefs  of  Jefus,  and  in 
the  exercife  of  faith  on  him.  The  knowledge  of 
Chrift  is^  the  foundation  of  our  enjoyment  of  Chrift. 
His  love  is  our  heaven:  his  falvation  is  our  glory 
and  joy  :  his  prefence  is  in  our  eftecm  better  than 
life :  his  holding  communion  with  us,  and  admitting 
us  to  hold  communion  with  him,  is  efteemed  by  us 
the  choiceft  expreffion  of  his  love  this  fide  heaven. 
So  that  Chrift  is  all.  We  prize  him  as  the  heaven  of 
heavens  to^us.  ,His  name  yields  us  a  rich  perfume. 
His  love  exceeds  all  our  expreffion — goes  beyond 
our  utmoft  conception  :  it  far  exceeds  the  enjoy naent 
we  can  ever  be  favoured  with  of  it  either  on  earth  or 
in  heaven.  -  We  efteem  Chrift  as  our  all  in  time,  and 
he  will  be  our  all  in  eternity.  In  the  knowledge  of 
Chrift,.  confifts  the  life  of  faith;  becaufe  when  we 
know  him,  we  truft  in  him,  and  feek  to  make  his 
praife  glorious.  /To  me'  to  live  is  Chrift^  was  Paul's 
motto,  and  it  is  alfo  every  believer's.  To  live  Chrift 
i$  the   believer's  life.     He  lives  over   in  his  owa 
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thoughts,  and  his  mind  is  fweetly  engaged  in  fpirr- 
tual  contemplations  on  the  love  of  Chrift ;  and  by  if 
he  finds  his  foul  quickened,  and  his  heart  warmed. 
He  lives  over  by  fpiritual  meditations,  the  righteouf- 
Hefs  of  Jefus,  which  leads  him  to  view  himfelf  in 
Chrift,  ftiining  with  luftre  and  rnajefty  before  the 
Father,  altogether  Unutterable.  The  believer  lives 
on  Chrift,  according  to  the  vie^^  he  hath  of  his  own 
fin  and  mifery,  which  the  Holy  Ghoft  fanftifies  to 
him,  to  the  intent  he  may  die  to  felf,  as  well  as  to 
fin.  Many  of  God's  children  are  dead  to  Gn,  to  the 
pleafures  which  it  propofes  to  their  fenfes,  who  are 
not  dead  to  themfelves,  to  old  Adam's  life  and  na- 
tural principles  of  religion^  It  is  an  important  truth, 
vhich  can  be  learned  only  from  the  Holy  Spirit's 
teaching,  that  none  can  be  alive  to  Chrift  who  are 
not  dead  to  themfelves.  We  muft  renounce  all  our 
life  and  dependence  on  the  firft  Adam,  and  come  and 
take  up  our  ftanding  in  Chrift,  the  fecond  Adam,  or 
we  cannot  live  wholly  out  of  ourfelves  on  Jefus  for 
all  our  fpiritual  and  fupernatural  quickening.  O, 
how  contrary  is  this  to  us !  It  is  death  to  nature, 
to  heax  or  think  of  it.  I  fpeak  it,  not  by  way  of 
difrefpeft ; — but  how  apt  are  many  of  you,  though 
the  people  of  God,  to  be  taken  with  yourfelves,  and 
your  own  righteous  performances,  and  to  compli- 
ment yourfelves  accordingly,  faying,  O  what  a  feafon 
of  enlargement !  How  freely  I  prayed  !  How  greatly 
was  I  affefted !  I  was  never  fo  happy  before !  When 
on  examination  you  would  eafily  fee  that  it  is  not  any 
fpiritual  views  of  Jefus,  or  real  communion  with  him 
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'  you  have  been  favoured  with ;  but  that  the  warmth  of 
your  own  afFeQions,  your  own  freedom  and  enlarge- 
ment, are  what  hath  thus  pleafed  you  and  carried  you 
'away,  to  fome  fclf-admiring  thoughts  on  God's  gifts 
bellowed  on  you,  and  on  your  abilities  being  drawn 
forth,  and  difcovercd  in  the  exercife  of  them.  I 
mention  this  by  way' of  caution,  and  to  improve  our 
fubjefl.  We  many  times  pray  beft  when  we  fpeak 
leaft.  When  the  foul,  as  we  phrafe  it,  is  fhut  up, 
and  left  to  feel  its  own  deadnefs  and  inability  to  pray, 
it  is  then  the  believer  pours  out  his  heart  before  the 
Lord,  with  groanings  which  cannot  be  uttered.  None 
can  be  truly  aJive  to  Chrift,  but  fuch  as  are  perfeflly 
dead  to  themfelves,  and  to  their  own  a8s.  This  is 
the  highefl  attainment  in  the  fchool  of  Chrift,  to  be 
alive  to  him,  and  to  live  on  him.  There  are  two 
things  which  give  a  man  to  feel  his  want  of  Chrift,  * 
and  ferve  to  fit  him  for  living  on  Chrift.  The  one 
is,  a  true  fight  of  fin,  and  the  other  is  of  felf,  in  the 
light  of  the  word,  and  by  the  teaching^  of  the  Holy 
Spirit.  Sin  is,  in  its  own  nature,  exceeding  finful. 
Self  is  a  monfter  in  religion.  A  view  of  fin,  in  the 
light  of  God's  word  and  fpirit,  kills  a  man  for  ever  to 
all  hope  of  deliverance  from  it,  but  in  Chrift,  and  by 
him  alone.  Self,  difcovered,  with  the  myftery  of  ini- 
quity which  is  in  it,  brings  the  perfon  to  renounce  all 
hope  in  him  felf  for  ever.  To  fuch  an  one  the  Holy 
Ghoft  revealing  Jefus  Chrift,  his  blood  and  righte- 
cufnefs,  this  quickens  the  foul  up  into  the  exercife 
of  faith  and  hope  in  God.     Are  not  fome  prefent  the^ 
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Lord's  witncffes  ?  Many  of  you  are  old  in  years,  and 
alfo  in  profeffion.     You,  who  are  on  the  Lord's  fide, 
vhat  fay  you  ?  Are  you  not  fuily  difpofed  to  give  in  a 
true  and  faithful  witncfs  for  God?  H<>w   is  it  with 
you  ?  How  do  you  find  it  to  be  with  you,  as  it  refpeSs 
your  inward  experience  of  fin's  exceeding  finfulnefs? 
Are  you  not  ready  to  fay,  our  fallennature  is  the 
fountain  of  all  corruption?  It  may  be  compared  to 
a  burning  fiery  furnace;  always  emitting,    with  aD 
inconceivable  velocity,  whether  we  perceive  it  or  not, 
fin,  under  one  form  or  other.     Indeed,  friends,  be  it 
as  it  may,  as  to  your  real  experience  of  it,  it  is  all 
this  in  reality,  fo  as  to  exceed  all  ftretch  of  thought. 
Then,  what  can  fupport  for  a  fingle  moment  the  mind 
from  finking  into  everlaftmg  defpair,   but  looking  uxb 
Jefiis?    So  that,    beloved,  the  real   knowledge  you 
have  of  yourfelves,  makes  way  for  your  getting  out 
of  fclf  into  Chrift.     For  who  can  need  Chrift  more 
than  yourfelves  ?  Whom  can  Jefus  get  his  glory  from, 
by  faving  freely  and  fully  by  his  grace,  more  than  from 
you  ?  Sin  is  felt,  that  you  may  go  to  Jefus  continually 
with  it.     The  wound  is  again  opened  to  your  view, 
that  you  may  remember,  that  by  Chrift  s  ftripes  ye  are 
healed.  We  are  apt  to  think  it  ftrange,  that  we  (hould 
feel  our  hearts  ai  feafons  fo  dead,  and  awfully  alienated 
from  God,     This  fiiews  how  forgetful  we  arc  of  the 
work  and  office  of  the  Holy  Spirit  in  our  fouls,  who 
convinces  us  continually  of  fin,  and  makes  us  inwardly 
acquainted  with  it,  in  the  whole  of  its  efFefts  on  our 
fouls,  to  the  intent  that  we  naay  make  ufe  of  Chrift 
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ffs  the  remedy  for  every  part  of  our  fpiritual  difeafe. 
We  think  we  cannot  grow  in  grace,  and  thrive  in 
fpirituals,  except  we  are  full  of  comfort  and  enjoy *• 
ment;  but  this  is  altogether  our  miftake.  It  is  the  great 
work  of  the  Holy  Spirit  to  hunnble  us,  which  he  does 
by  (hewing  us  our  nothingnefs,  and  to  exalt  Chrift 
in  us,  by  taking  of  the  things  which  are  his,  and  Ihew- 
ing  them  to  us.  He  acquaints  us  with  our  mifery, 
that  he  may  fhew  us  Chrift's  mercy ;  our  finfulnefs, 
that  he  may  preach  to  us  the  everlafting  virtue  of 
Immanuel's  moft  precious  blood-fhedding ;  our  wants, 
and  Chrift's  fulnefs ;  our  inward  hell,  that  we  may 
the  more  earneftly  long  for  Chrift's  promifed  heaven. 
fiy  thefe  divine  teachings  and  leifons  of  inftru6lion. 
which  the  Holy  Spirit  beftows  on  his  difciples,  they 
are  brought  to  live  and  walk  by  faith,  which  life  is 
not  made  up  of  graces,  duties,  and  comforts,  but 
in  centering  wholly  in  Chrift,  living  entirely  on  his 
perfon,  love,  work,  and  fulnefs;  walking  in  him, 
by  the  fame  faith  with  which  we  received  him  j  which, 
as  far  as  we  do,  all  goes  well  with  us,  and  Chrift  is  to 
us  in  every  part  of  our  life,  walk,  warfare,  and  vi6lo- 
ries.  All — our  all.     This  brings  me  to  my  f 

Third  particular,  to  Ihew  that  Chrifi  is  all  in  the 
article  of  death,  and  will  be  all  to  his  people  in  a  ftate 
of  glory.  As  Chrift  is  light  in  the  believer's  under- 
(landing,  life  in  his  heart,  peace  in  his  eonfcience,  and 
the  chief  and  fupremc  objeft  of  his  afFeftions,  fo  he 
is  all  in  life,  and  will  be  all  in  death;  and,  in  the  ftate 
of  glory,  he  will  be  his  people's  eve rjafting  all  Some 
of  you  before  me  are  growing  old,  you  cannot  be 
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here  long.  I  congratulate  you,  my  friends,  that  it  is 
Saturday  night  with  us,  A  very  little  while,  and  he 
that  fiiall  come,  will  come,  and  will  not  tarry.  He 
will  undrefs  us  of  our  mortal  part;  and  we,  being 
abfent  from  the  body,  fhall  bp  prefent  with  the  Lord. 
This  is  a  glorious  profpeft:  it  is  full  of  immortality. 
Believers,  there  is  but  a  ftep  between  you  and  death; 
and  there  is  but  a  ftep  between  you  and  eternal  glory. 
r  would  advife  you  to  be  preparing  yourfelvcs  for 
death,  by  mixing  faith  with  thefe  words  of  our  Lord, 
•written  for  our  c6nfolation  againft  the  fears  of  death: 
Blejfed  are  the  dead  which  die  in  the  Lord,  You  cannot 
fully  believe  thefe  words,  and  be  fubjeft  to  guilty 
and  flavifh  fears  concerning  death  and  dying.  Yoa 
will  die  m  the  beft  time  for  you  to  die  in.  The  pla«c, 
■and  every  circumffance  which  belongs  to  it,  are  all 
divinely  appointed.  /  know  (fays  Job)  thai  thou  wilt 
Bring- me  to  death.  He  will  make  us  meet  as  friends, 
fupport  us  when  the  ftroke  is  given,  make  us  truly 
bleffed  in  our  expiring  moments,  be  our  guide  even 
to  it,  over,  and  beyond  it  for  ever.  In  dying,  Cbrijl 
is  all  to  the  believer.  He  dies  in  him-r-fleeps  in 
Jefus — falls  afleep  in  his  body,  and  in  the  very  arms 
of  Jefus  enters  heaven.  He  beholds  Jefus  face  to 
face,  and  finds  him  to  be  the  fountain  of  everlafting 
glory.  Laft  year  I  preached  a  funeral  fermon  at 
Bethefda;  and  not  knowing  I  might  ever  fee  that 
people  more,  I  told  them,  it  being  a  matter  of 
importance,  to  remember  that  every  part  of  their 
falvatioh  was  without  them,  in  the  perfon  and  work 
of  Chrift :  I  now  repeat  the  fame  to  you.     JBcloved, 
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Chrift  is  the  whole  of  your  falvation — ^he  is  all ;  and 
it  is  by  ftudying  him,  and  in  the  exercife  of  faith 
on  every  part  of  his  work,  we  inwardly  receive  and 
enjoy  the  benefits  of  it.  Would  you  triumph  over 
death?  Look  at  Chrift,- and  at  him  only.  Confider 
how  completely  he  hath  put  away  fin,  and  brought  in 
everlafting  righteoufnefs.  Remember^  he  hath  con- 
quered death,  and  him  that  had  the  power  of  death* 
Live  on  his  viftories  over  death ;  then  you  may  live 
as  though  death  had  already  done  its  office^  becaufe 
the  fting  is  taken  out  of  it^  and  Chrift  hath  abolifhed 
it.  Jefus  will  be  with  thee,  O  believer,  when  all  the 
fprings  of  nature  ceafe  within  thee,  and  will  fwallow 
up  thy  death  in  life  everlafting.  It  may  be  thou 
raayeft  have  no  ftruggle  in  death.  It  pleafes  our 
Lord  at  times  to  take  his  people  to  himfelf  fo  fud- 
denly,  that  they  are  aftually  out  of  the  body,  without, 
as  it  were,  feeling  the  ftroke  of  diffolution.  Some 
are  gone  by  fudden  death,  in  a  moment,  in  the  twink* 
ling  of  an  eye ;  which  ftiews  what  our  Jefus  can  do. 
When  and  where  this  is  not  the  cafe,  he  is  with  his 
dying  faints,  fupports  them  frequently  in  a  wonderful 
manner,  often  lets  down  fuch  rays  of  his  own  glory 
and  fhines  fo  immediately  on  them,  that  they  find 
themfelves  in  their  dying  moments  in  the  very 
fuburbs  of  glory.  Lift  up  your  heads,  then,  ye  ran- 
fomed  of  the  Lord,  who  wijl  foon  be  encircled  in 
the  icy  arms  of  death ;  for  your  complete  deliverance 
from  all  fin  and  forrow  draweth  nigh.  Chrift  is  al} 
in  death :  and  h«  will  be  all  in  glory«    You  and  I 

Cga 


45« 


Chrift  the  Believer's  All. 


fii^li  have  no  other  being  in  heaven,  but  what  ^e  have 
in  Jefas.  We  Ihall  live  in  Jefus,  fpend  an  eternity 
in  beholding  him,  lofe  our  little  mite  of  creature 
being,  and  be  everlaftingly  filled  with  all  the  fulnejs  of 
God.  Not  a  faint  in  glory  lives  a  (ingle  moment 
to  himfelf ;  not  an  eye  in  glory,  but  is  fixed  on  the 
worthy  Lamb.  May  the  Holy  Ghoft  give  us  fuch  a 
^foretade  of  heaven,  glory,  and  immortality,  as  may 
caufe  us  to  long  to  be  for  ever  with  the  Lord.  Even 
fo^  Lord  Jefus.    Amen. 
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The  Truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus. 


Ephesians,  Chap.  iv.  Ver.  2O5  2i# 

But  ye  have  not  fo  learned  Cbrijl ;  if  fo  be  that  ye  have 
heard  bim^  and  have  been  taught  by^  bim^  as  the  truth 
is  in  J  ejus. 

nnHE  epiftle  before  us  was  written  by  Paut 
•^  when  he  was  a  prifoner  for  Jefus  Ghrift  at 
Rome ;  but  though  he  was  bound,  the  word  of  God 
was  not  bound ;  though  he  was  ftraightened  in  body^ 
yet  the  Holy  Ghofl;  took  the  advantage  of  it  to  enlarge 
his  mind,  opening  more  the  eyes  of  his  underftanding9 
giving  him  more  fublime  and  vaft  difcoveries  of  the 
infinity  of  grace,  of  the  myfteries  of  the  gofpel,  of 
everlafting  love  and  free  grace,  in  their  high  and 
eternal  original,  with  the  perpetual  fpring  and  ftreaitis 
of  divine  clemency  which  flow  therefrom :  fo  that 
the  holy  apoftle  feems  to  fpeak  of  this  epiftle  as  the 
higheft  proof  and  inftance  of  his  real  fpiritual  know* 
ledge  of  Jefus,  faying.  Whereby  when  ye  read  (referring 
to  the  two  former  chapters)  ye  may  underftand  my  know- 
ledge  in  the  myfiery  (gf  Chrift.     Sec  chap,  iii,  ver.  4. 
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He  enters  into  the  depth  of  thofc  thin^  which  are 
hid  in  God, ^s  far  as.  they  concern  us;  brings  them 
out,  opeh'S,  e:^plains,  and  fets  them  forth  to  view  in 
the  firil  chapter;  in  which  he  treats  of  that  funda- 
mental  a£l  in  God,  which  is  the  one  foundation  from 
whence  grace  and  glory  gre  fettled  on  us^  and  fecured 
to  us,  vi%.  eternal,  perfonal,  unconditional  eleftion 
in  Chrift,  before  the  foundation  of  the  world.  Which 
aft,  as  it  flowed  from  the  free,  fovereign,  everlafting 
love,  and  good  pleafure  of  Jehovah  the  Father's 
villj  gave  the  ele€l  being  and  exiftence  in  Chrift 
lirom  everlafting ;  by  which  means  they  had  union 
with,  intereft  in,  and  relation  to  the  perfon  of  Chrift, 
God-man,  before  all  worlds.  This  high  and  ftupen- 
dous  grace  pf  eleftion  is  fhewn  forth  by  fome  of  the 
immediate  fruits  and  effects  of  it.  God  having,  by 
6le£lion,  given  his  people  fupercreation  being  and  ex- 
iftence in  Chrift,  out  of  the  fame  love  wherewith  he 
loved  their  perfons  in  Chrift,  and  bleffed  them  in  him 
with  all  fpiritual  bleflings*  And  as  their  eleS^ion  was 
thus  owing  to  his  owir  fovereign,  free,  and  immutable 
will,  fo,  by  an  ad  of  his  infinite  underftanding,  he  de- 
creed  their  being  and  their  utmoft  well-being  in  Chrift, 
predeftinated  them  to  the  adoption  of  children,  and 
accepted  their  perfons  in  the  perfon  of  the  God-man, 
his  firft  and  eternally  beloved.  All  which  high,  eter- 
lial  a61s  of  grace  towards  the  ele3,  are  attributed  folely 
%o  grace ;  Chrift,  as  he^d  and  mediator,  having  no 
influence  in  them,  he  being,  as  fuch,  the  obje£l  of 
f:le6lipn  as  well  as  ^is  (:hurc)i;  therefore  thefe  «^6l4 
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\vhich  are  eternally  eftabliflied  in  the  tnind  and  will 
of  God,  are  faid  to  be  to  the  glory  and  praife  of  his 
grace.  The  apoftle  defcends  from  thefe  high  and 
ancient  mountains  of  everlafting  love  and  free  grace^ 
to  fpeakof  Chrift  the  ancient  and  eternal  head  of  the 
cled  church  of  human  race,  as  the  glorious,  all-fuffi« 
cient  mediator  of  reconciliation,  and  the  redeemer  of 
it  from  fin  and  eternal  ruin  : '/«  whtnn  we  have  redetnp* 
tion  throng  bis  bloody  the  forgivenefs  of  jfins^  according  t$ 
ibe  riches  of  his  grace.  He  ftyles  the  gofpel  the  myf- 
tery  of  God's  will,  and  calls  it  the  gofpel  of  falvation. 
which,  as  accompanied  with  the  efficacy  of  the  Holy 
Ghofl,  is  the  means  by  which  (Jhrifl  is  revealed,  made 
known,  believed  on,  received,  and  enjoyed.  He 
Ihews  how  the  Holy  Ghofl  is  the  fealer  of  the  eleft; 
and  clofes  thefe  fubjefts  with  a  prayer,  in  which  all 
the  articles  of  our  moll  holy  faith  are  included,  or 
expreffed;  and  the.  degrees  of  Chrift  s  exaltation  men- 
tioned in  it  are,  as  Dr*  Ames  obferves,  anfwerably 
oppofite  to  the  degrees  of  his  humiliation  :  his  rifmg 
^rom  the  dead  being  o^pofed  to  his  death;  hi§ 
afcenfion  into  heaven,  to  his  -defcent  into  the  grave, 
and  going  down  into  hell,  or  into  the  flate  of  deatb; 
and,  his  fitting  at  God's  right  hand,  to  his  remaining 
in  the  graye,  and  in  the  ftate  of  death.  After  which, 
the  apoftle  fets  forth  the  love,  mercy,  and  gracq  erf 
God,  as  the  original  caufe  pf  quickening,  raiftng  up, 
and  delivering  the  eled  from  that  ftate  of  fin,  guilt, 
death,  and  wrath,  which  they  were  in  by  Adam's 
Xall,  and  in  which  they  remained  all  the  days  of  their 
unregeneracy :  out  of  which,  through  the  quickepin^ 
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inOuences  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  they  were  now  brought 
and  ddivered.     Having  finilhed  the  doQrinal  part  of 
this  epiftle,  in  the  third  chapter  of  it,  he  clofes  with  a 
prayer,  the  greatett  to  be  found  on  record,  as  offered 
up  by  him  who  had  been  in  heaven.    As  he  longs  that 
thofe  eternal  truths  might  be  fet  on  afrefli,  with  the  feal 
of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  on  , their  hearts;  that, they  might 
more  clearly  underftand  them,  powerfully  experience 
them,  and  have  fellowfhip  with  the  Holy  Trinity  by 
faith  in   them;  his  heart  is  led  out  to  pray  for  the  . 
greateft  bleffings  God  himfelf  could  beftow  on  them, 
or  they  could  experience  and  enjoy  this  fide  heaven, — 
that  they  might  bf^  filled  with  all  thefulnefs  of  God.    In 
what  may  be  ftyled  the  fecond  part  of  this  epiftle,  he 
exhorts  thefe  perfons,  whom  he  had  thus  prayed  for, 
to  divers  exercifes  of  graces  and  duties,  making  ufe 
of  thofe  divine  truths  before  fpoken  of,»  as  motives 
thereunto :    /  therefore  the  frifoner  of  the    Lord^  fays 
he,  in  the  chapter  before  us,  befeech  yotit^  that  ye  walk 
worthy  of  the  vocation  wherewith  ye  are  called^  with 
ell  lowlinefs  and  meeknefi^  with  longfufferit^^  forbearing 
cne  another  in  love ;  endeavouring  to  keep  the  unity  rf  the 
Spirit  in  the  bond  of  peace.     He  fets  forth  the  unity  of 
Chrift's  church,  which  hath  him  for  its  head,  lord,  and 
hufband  :  the  true  members  of  which  partake  of  the 
fame  like  precious  faith  in  him ;  have  the  fame  ordi- 
nances of  worftiip,  in  which  they  ferve  him,  and  have 
one  and  the  like  intereft  in  the  one  God  and  Father  of 
them  all.     Thus  he  fhews,  how  it  became  them  to  be 
united  to  each  other  in  the  Spirit  j  to  fliew  it  by  thcJr 
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chritlian  fellowfliip  to  each  other;  and  that  ta pro- 
mote this,  was  one  end  why  the  Loyd  had  given  both 
his  children  and  minifters,  fpiritual  gifts  diflpering  from 
each  other;  which  gifts,  as  beftowed  on  the  latter, 
he  afcribes  to  Chrift  as  afcended,  and  fpeaks  of  them 
as  the  fruits  of  his  afcenfion :  and,  as  he  enumerates 
them,  they  were  to  fit  men  for  the  work  of  the 
miniftry,  and  the  edification  of  faints ;  which  miniftry 
is  to  be  continued  until  all  the  faints  arrive  to  a 
perfection  of  fpiritual  knowledge,  and  make  up  one 
man,  or  body  of  men,  in  Chrift.  The  ufe,  end^ 
and  defign  of  the  gofpel,  is  to  promote  the  growth 
of  believers  up  into  Chrift  their  head,  from  whom 
all  fupplies  of  grace  are  communicated  for  the  ia« 
creafe  and  edification  of  every  one  of  his  members* 
In  a  very  folemn  manner  he  diifuades  them  from 
a  life,  walk,  and  converfation  like  unto  the  uncon- 
verted  Gentiles,  teftifying  in  the  Lord  againftit;  and 
fhews  the  vanity,  filthinefs,  and  finfulnefs  of  it; 
adding.  But  ye  have  not  fo  learned  Cbrifl  ;  if  Jo  he  that  ye 
have  beard  bim^  and  have  been  taught  by  bim^  as  the  truth 
is  in  Jefus.  In  which  the  fruits  of  learning  Chrift,  of 
having  heard  him, '  and  of  being  taught  by  him^  are 
pointed  out,  by  whom  we  know  the  truth  as  it  is  in 
him.  If  ye  have  learned  Chrift,  fays  Paul,  ye  have 
wholly  renounce^  the  life  and  pra6lice  of  the  vile  and 
unregenerate  part  of  mankind.  Ye  walk  not  like,  nor 
in  conformity  with  them.  If  ye  have  learned  Chrift, 
ye  prove  it  by  believing  on  bim^  receiving  him,  living 
00;  tO;  and  for  him« 
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Of  all  fcience  and  learnings  none  is  comparable  to 
the  knowledge  of  Cbrift,  and  learning  him.  And 
truly  that  man  was  a  good  fcholar  in  Chrift's  fchool) 
and  had  made  a  proper  ufe  of  his  learning  Chritt,  viz* 
Mr.  Stephen  Marfhall,  B.  D.  who,  in  the  year  1654, 
being  on  his  death  bed,  when  a  reverend  brother  and 
others  were  talking  with  him  about  his  death,  replied, 
^^  I  cannot  fay,  as  one  who  faid,  I  have  fo  lived  that  I 
*^  fhould  not  now  be  afraid  to  die ;  but  this  I  can  fay, 
*'  I  have  fo  learned  Chrift,  that  I  am  not  a^fraid  to 
•*  die.**  See  Neale's  Hiftory  of  the  Puritans,  VoK 
IL  quarto  edition,  page  478,  This  was  faying  indeed. 
And  none  of  us  have  learned  Chrift  to  any  good  pur^ 
pofe,  nor  to  any  great  degree,  until  we  can  find  reafon 
to  fay  the  fame.  The  apoftle  points  out  the  way  and 
ipanner  of  learning  Chrift — by  hearing  him,  and  by 
being  taught  of  him.  Chrift  not  only  fpeaks  in  the 
outward  miniftry  of  the  word,  but  inwardly  alfo,  and 
that  efficacioufly,  and  with  energy  to  the  heart,  fo  as 
to  draw,  allure,  and  make  the  foul  to  follow  him. 
The  voice  of  Chrift  is  heard  inwardly  and  fpiritually; 
it  produceth  life,  where  there  was  nothing  but  fpiri- 
tual  death,  according  to  our  Lord's  own  declaration. 
Verily^  verily  I  Jay  unioyou^  the  houfts  comir^^  andnorjo 
/V,  when  the.  dead  /ball  hear  the  voice  of  the  Son  of  God: 
find  they  that  heajr  Jhall  live.  His  teaching  is  divine. 
By  it  we. difcern  truth  from  error;  and  are  brought 
lo  know  the  truth  as  it  is  in  him.  .  Having  read  two 
yerfes  for  my  text,  and  opened  them  thus  briefly, 
i  proceed  to  inform  you,  that  my  defign  is  to  dwell 
X)n  a  particular  fentence  only,  in  them.     And  if  it  be 
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aCked,  what  my  fubjeft  is,  and  what  I  mean  to  treat 
of  particularly  at  this  time,  my  reply  is,  T'rtitb  is  to 
be  the  fubjeft;  and  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jejus^  is  to 
be  particularly  ftated^  the  knowledge  of  which  is  aa 
ineftimable  blefSng.  My  text,  then,  with  a  particular 
view  to  obtain  this  end,  is  thefe  words:  ^e  truth 
as  it  is  in  Jejus.  Which  words  evidently  contain  and 
exprefs  a  plain  diftinflion  of  a  two-fold  knowledge  of 
truth.  There  is  a  knowledge  of  truth,  which  is  not 
that  of  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jefus ;  and,  there  is  the 
knowledge  of  truth  as  it  is  in  Jefus :  the  latter  is  by 
Chrift's  own  teaching,  which  diftinguilhes  it  from  the 
other.  I  will  caft  the  fubftance  of  what  I  am  to 
deliver  on  this  important  fubjefl,  into  the  following 
divifion,  and  give  you  the  three  following  heads  of 
difcourfe. 

Firft,  I  will  eonfider  the  phrafeology  of  our  textf 
as  it  is  defigned  to  point  out  a  two- fold  knowledge  of 
truth,  and  is  ufed  entirely  for  that  very  purpoTe. 

Secondly,  what  that  knowledge  of  truth  is,  and  how 
obtained,  which  does  not  come  up  to  this,  to  be.  the 
truth  as  it  is  in  Jefus. 

Thirdly,  what  it  is  to  know  the  truth  as  it  is- in 
Jefus^  and  that  this  is  the  proper  fruit  and  cffeft  of 
being  taught  it  by  him. 

-I  have  propofed,  and  am  firft  to  eonfider,  th« 
phrafeology  of  our  text,  as  it  is  defigned  to  point  out 
a  two-fold  knowledge  of  truth,  and  as  ufed  entirely 
for  that  very  purpofe.  It  may  moft  eafily  appear  to 
each  of  you,  that  the  apoftle  is  here  carefully  and 
judicioufly  diftinj^uifibing  between  true  believers  and 
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temporary  ones.  Hence  we  have  a  difcrimination  at 
the  very  beginning  of  our  text :  But  ye  barve  not  Jo 
learned  CbriJ}.  And  we  have  alfo  an  if  at  the  very 
beginning  of  the  fentence  before  us.  If/o  be  that yc 
have  beard  bim,  and  bave  been  taught  by  him  as  the  truth 
is  in  Je/us.  And  yet  we  nrjuft  remember  and  carefully 
note,  that  the  apoRle  is  not  here  fpeaking  of,  and 
diftinguifliing  between  truth  and  error  in  the  doflrincs 
and  myfteries  of  the  everlafling  gofpel,  which  are  the 
Tery  foundation  and  bafis  of  Chriftianity ;  but  in  this 
place,  he  is  only  diftinguifhing  the  difference  between 
a  bare,  naked,  fpeculative  notion  and  idea,  of  that 
which  is  really  truth;  and  fuch  a  knowledge  of  it, 
as  conveys  a  real  apprehenfion  of  it  to  the  foul  in  its 
infinite  value  and  vafl  importance,  which  has  that  in 
it  which  fatisfies  the  underftanding,  fanftifies  the  will, 
engages  the  whole  heart,  and  draws  after  it  all  the 
affections ;  fo  that  the  peculiar  mode  of  expreffion  in 
the  words  before  us,  implies  that  there  is  a  two-fold 
knowledge  of  truth.  There  is  a  knowledge  of  truth 
which  yet  is  not  as  the  truth  is  in  Je/us :  and  there 
is  a  knowledge  of  truth,  which  comes  up  to,  and 
anfwers  this  exprefSon,  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Je/us. 
This,  then,  is  the  fum  and  fubftance  of  the  diftinEion 
made  here  by  the  apoflle  in  the  words  before  us; 'and 
that  there  is  fuch  a  two-fold  knowledge  of  truth,  is 
cxprefTed  by  the  very  phrafeology  of  our  text.  There- 
fore, as  a  jull  inference  drawn  from  it,  it  muft  be  of 
the  utmofl  importance  for  us  to  know  the  truth  as  it  is 
in  Je/us :  to  examine  into  the  grounds,  reafons,  prin- 
ciples^ and  original  fpring ,  from  whence  our  know- 
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ledge  of  eterhal  and  divine  truth  proceeds :  to  look 
to,  and  fearch  very  diligently,  if  we  have  tbe  faving 
knowledge  of  the  Godhead,  the  perfons  in  the  God* 
head,  their  eflential  perfeQiods,  their  eternal  council 
and  covenant,  the  works  and   word  of  the  Eternal 
Three ;  who,  as  they  coexift  in  the  incomprehenfiblc 
^ .  felf-exifting  effence,  fo  they  ftand  engaged  to  the  church 
and  people  of  God  in  an  economical  office,  for  the 
falvation  and  benefit  of  all  that  believe      It  moft 
highly  concerns  us  to  try  if  our  knowledge  is  of  the, 
truths  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jefus^  if  it  is  all  received 
from  his  word,  exaftly  agreeable  with  the  truths  re- 
vealed therein  :  if  it  i&  derived  from  it,  and  founded  * 
folely  thereon :  and  alfo  to  look  to  it  and  fee  if  the 
knowledge  oFtruth  does  produce  its  divine  influences 
and  efFefts  within,  upon,  and  without  us,  governing 
our  minds,  poffeffing  our  faculties,  and  bringing  every 
thought  into  obedience  unto  Chrift.    To  fearch  criti- 
cally,  nicely,  and  exaftly,  to  find  whether  our  knov^ 
ledge  of  fpiritual  truth  be  received  really  from  him, 
through  his  giving  us  that  unftion  whereby  we  know 
all  things.     For,  if  ye  have  been  taught  by  Chrift, 
then  his  truth  will  make  fuch  an  impreffion  on  your 
hearts,  in  a  meafure  and  degree,  as  it  did  on  his* 
Having  thus    briefly  opened  the  firft  head  of  our 
difcourfe,  and  {hewn  that  a  two-fold  knowledge  of 
truth  is  pointed  out  and  diftinguiflied  by  the  phrafeo- 
logy  of  the  text,  I  proceed, 

Secondly,  to  confider  and  fet  before  you  what  that 
knowledge  of  truth  is,  and  how  obtained,  which  does 
not  come  up  to  that  of  the  truth  as  ^it  is  in  Jefus. 
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Let  it  be  remembered,  that  it  is   trutb^  and  the 
knowledge  of  it,  are  our  fubje£t.     That  all  truth  in 
its  own  nature  and  importance  is  valuable.     That 
Hit,  are  commanded  to  buy  the  truth ^  and /ell  it  mt. 
Cofl.  what  it  will  to  procure  truth  will  repay  all  the 
charge  and  pains  laid  out  about  it.     And  as  it  refpeds 
the  truths  of  Chrift,  the  lead  of  them,  if  it  be  l^iw- 
ful  for  us  fo  to  diftinguiih  them,  is   of  far  greater 
worth  than  earth  or  heaven.    The  knowledge  of  truth, 
which  I  am  to  treat  of,  is  fuch  a  knowledge  of  truth, 
as  hath  the  truth  of  God  for  its  obje6l  and  fubje8;' 
and  this  as  revealed  in  the  Holy  Scriptures  of  truth, 
which  are  the  very  foundation  of  it,  and  from  whence, 
as  from  its  great  fountain,  it  is  derived.    So  that  one, 
externally  enlightened  by  the  general  illuminadon  of 
the  Holy  Ghoft,  may  know  and  poflels  a  largp  mea- 
fure  of  truth :  he  may  know  truth  as  truth — love  it  as 
fuch — ^have  a  vaft  judgment  and  idea  of  the  truths 
l8f  the  everlafting  gofpel — of  every  branch  of  the 
whole  fyftem — of  its  articles  of  faith  and  myfteries  of 
grace — may  fee  the  beauty,  admire  the  conne£lion, 
be  charmed  with  the  harmony,  order,  variety,  and 
divinity  of  the  whole,  and  be  not  only  .  charmed  aod 
pleafed,  but  even  delighted  therewith.     Such  an  one 
may  attain  and  have  a  vail  theoredcal  and  fpeculative 
knowledge  and  judgment  to  difcern  between  things 
which  differ;   be  able  to  diftinguifh   them   aright; 
have  a  gift  and  faculty,  and  even  ufe  them  to  the 
benefit  and  admiration  of  others;  whilft  the  whole, 
though  truth,  is  not  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jefus.     Such 
may  have^  from  the  Scriptures^  a  fpeculative  know** 
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ledge  of  the 'Godhead — the  perfons  in  the  Godhead — 
their  counfel  and  covenant,  and  may  apprehend 
it  to  be  real  comfort  and  happinefs  to  have  the 
thoughts  fpent  on  fuch  fubjefts,  and  yet  not  have 
the  faving  knowledge  of  Jefus,  and  the  power  of 
lifs  refurrijftion.  There  may  be  the  whole  form  of 
truth  in  the  underftanding,  with  the  form  of  found 
vords  clearly  to  cxprefs  the  fame,  with  a  large 
capacity  to  treafure  up  God's  written  word,  and  a 
delight  and  freenefs  to  fpeak  of  it ;  and  which,  when 
compared  with  the  Scriptures,  fhalt  be  found  truly 
corffonant  and  perfeftly  agreeable  with  them ;  yet,  all 
this  is  not  to  know,  nor  does  it  amount  to  the  know- 
ledge  of  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jefus.  Yea,  this  know* 
ledge  of  truth  may  produce  much  comformity  to  the 
word,  precepts,  and  commands  of  Chrift,  as  enjoined 
and  prefcribed  by  him.  It  inay  produce  forrow  for 
fin,  and  abftinence  from  it:  joy  in  the  foul^  arifing 
too  from  what  is  apprehended  to  be  fpokeh  of  a  con- 
folatory  kind :  yea,'  there  may  be  great  quickeningsj 
meltings,  comforts,  enlargements,  ravfflinients,  and 
ecftacies.  Such  may  have  great-  gifts  in  prayer,  in 
preaching,  in  conference,  in  fuifihg  and  applying  the 
word  to  various  and  particular  cafes;  with  ^temper 
excellent,  and  a  life  unfpotted,  and  yet  the  truth  not 
be  known  as  it  is  in  Jefus^  though  many  truths  about, 
and  which  concern  and  belong  to  Chrrft  and  his  falva- 
tion,  are  known.  Here  then  is  truth  known,  and 
much  truth  too,  with  a  delight  taken  in  it,  and  yet 
the  truth  hot  known  as  it  ir  in  Jefus.  Yea,  here  are 
the  truths  of  the  living  God  known,  and  yet  Chrift, 


the  fum  and  ccQtre  of  them,  noufptritually  known) 
for  all  this  knowledge  is  but  in  the  natural  menuil 
faculties,  and  but  on  the  brim  and  furface  of  them. 
The  pofle(for  does  not  experience  the  entrance  of 
truth  into  his  hearty  producing  a  new  creation  in  his 
foul.  This  knowledge  does  not  make  the  pofleGbr 
of  it  an  holy  fpiritual  perfpn,  though  it  may  make 
bira  exceedingly  pleafing  and  praife worthy  in  all  his 
outward  deportment.  This  knowledge  does  not  pro- 
duce one  a£l  of  fpiritual  life,  nor  fit  for  one  fingle 
moment's  communion  with  the  Lord.  And  though  a 
perfon  by  this  knowledge  may  efcape  the  pollution 
that  is  in  the  world  through  luft  ;.yet  it  does  not  make 
him  a  partaker  of  the  divine  nature.  I  proceed  to  ibew 
how  this  knowledge  of  truth,  as  truth,  is  obtained; 
which  yet  does  not  amount  to  the  truth  as  it  is  m 
Jefus.  This  knowledge  of  the  truths  of  God,  Chrift, 
the  covenant  of  grace,  and  the  gofpel,  is  attained  and 
gained  by  the  preaching  of  the  word ;  by  hearing  it; 
jQtting  under  the  miniftration  of  it ;  and  by  converfmg 
with  the  people  of  God :  by  reading  the  word,  and 
by  application  to,  and  ftudying  the  writings  of  great 
and  holy  men,  who  have  waded  into  religious  con- 
troverfies,  and  been  engaged  in  giving  forth  a  glorious 
fcheme  of  all  the  truths  and  doftrin^s  of  grace.  And, 
as  it  is  thus  derived,  fo  it  produces  its  efFe6b,  which 
are  pleafant  and  beautiful  in  themfelves.  There  is  fre- 
quently a  praftice  agreeable  to  what  is  known— a 
natural  faith,  and  love  to  Chrift,  as  far  as  the  fpecu- 
lative  knowledge  of  divine  truth  reaches  and  operates. 
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There  is  frequently  much  zeal  for  fome  truths,  whiclr 
are  conceived  to  be  of  great  importance,  and  a  readi- 
nefs  to  fufFcr,  in  fome  cafes,  where  it  is  thought  truth 
is  afFefted;  and  yet  the  whole  is  but  the  efFeft  of 
fpeculation  upon  divine  and  eternal  truths.  There 
may  be  great  readinefs  to  fpeak  evfen  of  what  we 
ftyle  properly  the  deep  things  of  God,  even  where 
the  truthj  as  it  is  in  Jefus^  is  not  known  ;  it  being  fre- 
quently found  to  be  the  cafe,  that  many  of  tKe  truly 

*  T 

called  people  of  the  Lord,  know  lefs  of  the  truthsj 
doflrines,  and  prime  articles  of  their  mod  holy  faith, 
though  taught  by  Chrift,  and  know  the  truth  as  it  is  in 
Je/us^  than  others,  who  have  only  heard  of  him  by  the 
hearing  of  the  ear.  There  may  be  a  knowing  of  the 
truth,  which  may  put  us  on  worfhipping.  God,  a^ 
the  God  of  truth,  and  yet  we  may  be  deftitute  of  the 
fpirit  of  truth,  and  not  worfhip  the  Father  in  fpirit 
and  in  truth.  The  churches  in  the  apoftle's  day,  andf 
throughout  (he  apoftolic  age,  had  abundance  of  fuch 
.  profeffors  amongft  them.  You  read  of  fuch  in  the 
fixth  chapter  to  the  Hebrews,  who  are  faid  t6  have 
been  enlightened^  to  have  t^ed  of  the  heavenly  gift^ 
and  were  Made  partakers  qf  the  Holy  Ghdjtj  i.  e.  of  hi* 
gifts  and  external  operations :  yet  they  are  fpoken  ct 
as  very  liable  to  fall  from  all  this,  and  beconie  apof- 
tates.  They,  though  not  Arians,  Socinians,  nof  Armi- 
nians,  by  no  means  heterodox,  but  quite  orthodoj^ ; 
yet  were  they  deftitute  of  a  new  and  fpiritiial  birth, 
from  whence  alone,  as  the  efFe£l  of  fuch  a  divine 
work  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  could  fpring  true  faith  andl 
love  towards  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift ;  and  (he  apoftle 
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Ipcftks  of  them,  notwithftan'ding  all  their  knowledge  of 
the  whole  fchemc  of  fcriptural  divinity,  as  thorns  and 
briars,  whofe  end  was  nigh  unto  curfing.  From  what 
has  been  delivered,  it  may  be  Teen  and  clearly  known, 
that  it  is  poffible  to  have  what  we  ftyle  a  clear  head, 
a  found  judgment  as  it'  refpefts  the  truths  of  God, 
%  capacious  memory  to  know  and  retain  them,  an 
aptitude  to  fpeak  of  them  ;  yea,  a  love  to  truth  and 
zeal  for  it,  and  yet  be  deftitute  of  knowing  the  triiib 
ai  it  is  in  J  ejus. 

It  may  be  afked,  fince  it  is  granted  that  there  is, 
tnd  may  be  a  knowledge  of  the  truth  attained  by 
fuch  as  know  not  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jejus^  wherein  lies 
the  difference  between  what  they  know,  and  what  thofc 
know,  who  arc  acquainted  with  the  truth  as  it  is  in 
Jefus. 

Seeing  it  is  granted,  that  thofe  know  the  truth,  and 
that  truth  is  the  objeft  and  fubjeft  of  their  knowledge, 
yho  know  not  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Je/us^  as  well  as  it  is 
the  objeft  and  fubjeft  of  thofe  who  know  it  in  him : 
J  anfwer,  the  difference  does  not  fo  much  confift 
about  the  objefts  and  fubjecls  of  their  knowledge, 
for  the  fame  truths  the  one  knows,  the  other  does 
alfo,  as  about  the  way  and  manner  in  which  they 
know  them.  Not  but  that  there  i;S,  in  what  is  known, 
as  well  as  in  the  way  whereby  this  knowledge  is 
received,  a  fpecific  difference,  as  will  be  fhewn 
when  we  come  to  our  third  particular  bead  of  dif- 
courfe.  The  apoftle  tells  us,  that  the  natural  man 
receive th  not  the  things  of  the  Spirit  ofGff4:  wither  can 
l>e  know  ^em-,  and  gives  this  as  the.reafon,  iecau/e 
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they  are  /pirituaUy  difcemed.  That  is  the  diftin£lion 
he  makes — the  want^  of  fpi ritual  difcerntnent,  to  fee  * 
{piritual  things,  truths,  do6trines,  and  promifes,  ia 
their  ^irituality,  and  to  be  taken  with  the  fpirituality 
contained  in  them.  There  is  in  the  pofleffor  of  the 
knowledge  of  truth  whom  we  have  been  defcribing, 
the  want  of  a  fpiritual  faculty,  without  which  faculty 
there  cannot  be  an  inherent  fpiritual  perception  in  the 
mind,  of  fpiritual  things,  and  truths  in  their  fpiritual 
excellencies.  This  is  the  reafon  why  a  man,  though 
ever  fo  much  in  a  natural  way  enlightened  by  the 
external  (hinings  of  the  word  and  fpirit  on  his  mind^ 
cannot  take  in  the  leaft  fpiritual  idea  of  divine  truth, 
fo  as  to  have  his  heart  drawn  to,  and  fixed  on  the- 
^Lord,  as  the  fountain  and  centre  of  his  happinefs  and  . 
reft.  Nor  is  his  foul  fupematurally  drawn  up  into  holy 
fellowfhip  with  God  and  the  Lamb,  though  full  of  • 
fpeculative  wifdom  and  knowledge  concerning  divine 
truth.  Such  can  only  fay  of  Chrift,  as  Job  to  another 
purpofe  did,  /  have  heard  of  thee  by  the  hearing  of  the 
ear.  For  they  never  faw  him  in  the  viGon  of  faith;  nor 
did  the'fliine  of  his  glory  ever  yet  enlighten  them: 
fo  that  all  their  knowledge  of  truth  does  not  arrive  to 
knowing  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jefus.  I  proceed,  there- 
fore. 

Thirdly,   to  (hew  what  it  is  to  know  the  truth 
0S  it  is  in  Jefus;  and  that  thb  is  the  proper  fruit 
ind  efFeft  of  being  tau^t  hy  him.     The  expreffiga 
ufed  by  the  apoftle  deferves  our  attention,  the  trtUb" 
0S  it  is  in  Jefus :  as  though  he  intimatedi  that  tjbc 
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common  doQrine  of  Girrft,  in  the  lamp  of  it,  feemi 
to  be  defpifed  by  none.  It  is  fome  fpecial  points 
of  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jefus^  which  are  the  objeft 
of  contempt  and  fcorm  And  truly  I  have  mod 
ferioufly  and  pofitively  concluded  in  the  fecrets  of 
xay  own  mind,  that  it  is  a  poffible  cafe  to  preach  aH 
the  truths,  doQrinesy  and  ordinances  of  the  gofpel, 
and  yet  not  know  Chrift,  the  very  fubjefl  and  fub- 
ftance  of  them.  Alfa,  that  it  is  a  poflible  cafe  to 
hear  thefe  moft  excellent  matters  opened,  explained, 
and  judicioufly  defended;  to  be  well  perfuaded  of 

'    the  truths,  and  to  yield  affent  and  confent  to  them, 
-and  receive  fome  fatisfaSion  from  them,^  and  yet  be 
wholly  unacquainted  with  Chrift  and  his   falvation. 
1  conceive  there  is  a  vaft  difference  between  preach- 
ing, and  knowing  Chrift  aud  his  falvation;  and  alfa 

•  between  preaching  the  doftrines  of  grace,  knowing 
and  receiving  them,  and  knowing  and  receiving  Chrift^ 
ihe  fuiti  and  fubftance  of  them :  not  but  that  doflrinal 
J)reaching  is  moft  excellent  in  its  place,  and  deferves 
to  be  highly  valued.  But,  to  know  the  truth  as  it  is 
in  Je/us^  is  to  know  Chrift,  who  is  the  tmlhj  really 
and  fpiritually;  as  he  is  in  himfelf  the  ever-blcffcd 
Cod-man,  the  mediator,  faviour,  brother,  and  friend 
of  his  church  and  people.  It  is  to-  have  fuch  a 
knowledge  of  him,  in  bis  furpaffing  excellcnciesi 
ineffable  love,  precious  bk>od  fhedding,  righteouf- 
nefs,  fulnefe,  grace,  and  mercy,  as  ravifhes  the  whole 
%ul,  and  draws,  by  the  omnipotent  fweetnefs  of  his 
^•own  love,  the  whole  perfon^  heart,  and  affeOions  to 
himfelf.     It  is  to  know  Jefus  Chrift  inwardly  and 
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!^iritual1y,  by  the  light,  teaching,  and  revelation  of 
the  Holy  Spirit :  and  fo  to  know  him,  as  to  have  as 
real  a  knowledge  of  his  perfon  and  falvation,  as  any 
faint  hath  in  glory,  in  refpefl  of  the  reality  of  it.  It  is 
fo  to  know  him,  as  to  have  hira  dwelling  in  the  under^ 
(landing,  heart,  and  afFeftions ;  quickening,  enliven- 
ihg,  and  influencing  the  whole  man,  who  becomes 
completely  blefled,  happy,  and  holy,  as  he  hath  Chrift 
in  him  the  hope  of  glory.  This  knowledge  is  the  fruit 
and  efFefl  of  the  grace  of  the  whole  trinity.  Paul  tells 
us,  that  God  revealed  his  Son  in  him.  And  he  was  fo 
revealed,  that  the  fame  Paul  fays,  Chrijl  liveib  in  me^ 
And  fpeaking  of  himfelf,  and  others  as  brought  tx> 
know  iht  irtiih  as  it  is  in  Je/us^  he  faith,  God  %vbo 
commanded  the  light  tojbine  out  ofdarknefs^  bath  Jbined  in 
mr  hearts^  to  give  the  light  of  the  knowledge  of  the  ghry 
^fGod^  in  the  face  ofjefus  Chrift.  There  is  a  beam  of 
light  let  down  from  Chrift  upon  the  mind  and  into  the' 
heart,  whereby  the  foul  views  Chrift  iii  his  own  lighj, 
glory,  and  excellencies ;  which  renders  him  everlaft- 
ingly  previous.  The  Holy  Spirit  doth  accompany 
the  liglit  and  knowledge  of  God,  and  of  Jefus  Chrift, 
to  the  foul,  and  reprefents  the  truth  in  its  reality, 
4is  it  is  in  Jefus^  leacbirig  the  fotti  fo  to  know  Chrift, 
as  to  come  to  and  truft  on  him,  to  value  hiHi5  and 
count  all  but  drofs  in  comparifon  with  the  excel- 
lencies of  Chrift  Jefus  the  Lord  of  glory  ;  by  which 
means  the  (bul  hath  an  intuitive  knowledge  of  Chrift, 
and  the  Father  in  him.  He  hath  a  real  fpiritdal  idea 
of  Chrift  begotten  is  bis  foul  by  the  Holy  Ohidd*  He 


47^  5^  Tni^/ib  as  it  is  in  yefusi 

fees  the  Son^  and  believeth  on  him,  and  It  is  a  real, 
fpiritual,  fulid,  fubftantial  fight  of  Chrift.  He  hath 
a  new  underftanding  to  know  the  true  Chrift,  to 
embrace  him,  and  live  in  fights  of  him,  as  he  view5 
him  in  the  glafs  of  the  gofpel,  where  he  fhines  forth 
in  all  his  glory.  As  this  is  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jefus^-^ 
to  know  Chrift,  his  love,  work,  grace,  and  fulncfs, 
inwardly  And  fpiritual  ly  by  the  revelation  of  the 
Father,  through  the  inward  ihining  of  Chrift  wkhin 
the  foul,"and  by  the  anointings  of  the  Holy  Ghoft; 
fo  hereby  the  true  Chrift  is  known,  and  all  of  him 
that  is  neceffary  for  us  to  know,  for  the  increafe  of 
our  faith,  and  hope  in  and  love  to  him.  And  this 
knowledge  is  the  proper  fruit  and  effeft  of  our  Lord's 
own  teaching;  who,  as  he  knows  all  truth,  fo  he,  as 
mediator,  received  the  whole  knowledge  of  it  from 
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the  Father;  and  it  was  fet  with  emphaGs  on  him  by 
the  Holy  Spirit,  who  was  the  fanfliBer  of  his  human 
nature,  and  who  fealed  him  to  the  performance  of  his 
great  work.  Now,  as  divine  truth  was  known  by 
Chrift,  and  fpiritually  influenced  his  human  foul,  fo 
it  hath  the  fame  e(Fe6ls  on  the  hearts  of  his  people, 
though  not  to  that  high  degree  which,  it  had  on  his. 
Such  as  know  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jefus^  having  been 
taught  it  by  him,  their  fouls  feel  the  warmth  and 
vigour  of  it,  in  their  fpiritual  affe'6lions  :  which  proves 
them  to  be  taught  by  a  divine  agent ;  becaufe  the  know- 
ledge, faith,  love,  and  communion  of^  and  with  Chrift, 
as  fpoken  of  in  the  word,  are  aflually  and  fpiritually 
produced  in  their  fouls.  They  are  the  epiftlcs  of 
Chrift^  on  whofe  minds  is  engraven  and  damped  the 
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image  of  Chrift/in  his  life,  death,  refurreclion,  and 
afcenfioh ;  and  they  have  fellpwfhip  with  him^  as  their 
living,  reigning,  crowned  head.  Lord,  and  Saviour : 
fo  that  they  walk  up  and  down  in  the  name  and  fear 
of  the  Lord  of  hofts..  Being  thus  taught  by  Chrift  in 
the  knowledge,,  and  by  the  revelation  of  him,  they 
grow  hereby  all  their  lives,  and  are  in  due  feafon 
removed  from  earth  to  heaven,  to  behold  their  Lord 
face  to  face ;  to  fee  him  as  he  is,  and  to  be  filled 
with  all  the  fulnefs  of  God.  So  that  this  knowledge 
of  the  truth  differs  from  the  former,  as  much  as  the 
fubftance  doth  from  the  Ihadow.  The  truths  of  God, 
as  making  Chrift  known  to  the  foul,,  and  letting  him 
into  the  foul,  through  the  inward  evidence  and  influ- 
ence of  the  eternal  Spirit,  give  a  fubfiftence  to  Chrift 
in  all  the  faculties  of  the  new  man.  What  a  poITcffor 
of  the  knowledge  of  truth  knows  in  theory  only,  the 
real  believer  knows  fpiritually.  What  the  one  cannot 
fee  in  truths,  vitc.  their  original,  inherent  fpirituality  ; 
that  the  other  does,  and  hence  his  mind  becomes 
fpiritually  afFeSed.  And,  the  more  fpiritual  any  truth 
appears,  the  more  it  takes  hold  of  his  heart,  and 
draws  his  afFeflions  to  Chrift,  in  whom  it  hath  its 
being  and  foundation.  As  they  are  at  beft  but  pleafing 
to  the  one,  to  the  other  they  are  means,  of  com- 
munion with  the  Lord,  of  ftrengthening  hope,  enlarge 
jng  the  heart  heavenward,  and  filling  it  with  hopes  fuU 
of  immortality.  Having  thus  })rief]y  filled  up  the 
heads  of  difcourfe^  I  leave  the  fubjeft  with  you  for 
your  improvement.  May  tb^  Lord  command  his 
bleffing  on  it.     Armn. 
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SERMON     XXIII. 


A  REAL  Christian,  a  Man  in  Christ. 


d  Co  a.  Chap.  ^ii«  Ver.  8. 
I  kn^w  a  Man  in  Cbrijl  i  or^  4  Man  in  Cbrift. 

OF  all  the  apoftles  and  mmifters  which  our  Lord 
Jefus  Chrift  ever  had,  or  will  have,  Saul  of 
Tarfus  (afterwards  called  to  be  an  apqftle)  was  and 
will  he  found  the  greateft.  He  received  the  gofpel  im- 
mediately from  Chrift.  God  revealed  his  Son  in  him  : 
fo  that  his  knowledge  and  underftanding  of  the  Father's 
cverlafting  love  to  the  perfons  of  the  ele6l,  of  the  Son's 
complete  and  everlafting  falvation,  and  of  the  teftimony 
and  witnefs  of  the  Holy  Spirit  to  the  truths  and  doc- 
trines  of  the  everlafting  gofpel,  were  fuch,  that  he 
fays  himfelf,  /  was  not  a  whit  behind  ibe  very  chief ejl 
apojtles:  whilft  in  the  true  humility  of  his  own  fpiri- 
tual  mind,  he  adds,  I  am  nothing.  His  faith  in  Chrift 
was  fuited  to  bis  knowledge  of  him,  firm  and,  un- 
feigned ;  his  love  to  Chrift  was  fervent,  flaming,  and 
vehement ;  his  zeal  conftaiit ;  fo  that  he  was  continu- 
ally employed  in  fpreading  the  name,  fame,  honour, 
and  renown  of  his  moll  adorable  Lord.     Jle  rejoiced 
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\Ti  fo  doing,  and  thanks  God  for  the  efFcQs  which 
followed  it,  faying,  Now  thanks  be  unto  God  which 
always  caufeth  us  to  triumph  in  Cbri/i^  and  maketh  mani* 
fejl  thejavmr  of  his  knowledge  by  us  in  every  place.  For 
we  are  unto  God  a  Jweei  favour  of  Chrift.  As  his  very 
foul  was  engaged  in  ,this  moft  delightful  work,  fo 
his  travels  were  great,  and  his  journies  very  many. 
Buntings  one  of  our  Englifh  geographers,  computes, 
that  from  Paul's  firft  fetting  out  from  Damafcus,  to 
preach  the  unfearchable  riches  of  Chrift,  to  the  time 
of  his  being  a  priforier  at  Rome,  he  had  traverfed  one 
hundred  and  ninety  thoufand  two  hundred  and  feventy 
miles.  As  he  was  fo  fully  and  fpiritiiiijy  illuminated 
by  the  day  fpring  from  on  high,  and  nqfbft  abundantly 
fuccefsfulji  be  had  many  enemies.  Even  Ibme  who 
.called  themfelves  apoftles  and  minifters  of  Chrift, 
withftood,  fpoke  againft,  and  backbit  him.  He 
fpeaks  of  thefe  in  the  two  former  chapters;  as  alfo 
of  his  fulFerings  and  perfecutions  for  the  gofpel's 
fake.  Yet  the  church  of  God  is  gainer  hereby  to  the 
.prefent  moment.  It.  was  the  occafion  of  hi$  giving 
us  an  account  of  bis  rapture  into  heaven,  and  of  what 
befell  him  afterwards,  in  which  we  have  a  choice  expe- 
rience of  his,  that,  in  all  probability,  wo.uld  have  been 
iconcealed,  had  it  not  been  for  the  pppofition  which 
be  met  with.  He  begins  this  chapter  thus :  It  is  not 
expedient  for  tae^  donitlefs^  io  glory.  No  one  was  a  greater 
enemy  to  glorying  in  ihe  flefh.  He  was  dead  to  aljl 
below  Chrift.  He  was  fully, determined  to  glory  only 
io  the  crofs  of  Chrift.    He  therefore  altcr§  the  fubjeft 
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he  was  conftrained  by  thofe  he  wrote  to,  to  be  upon. 
Yet  he  muft  give  them  to  know  he  had  a  knowledge 
of  the  vifions  and  revelations  of  the  Lord,  as  much  as, 
and  more  than  any  of  them  could  boaft  of.  How- 
ever, he  fpeaks  of  it  in  a  concealed  way.  /  knew  a 
man  in  Chrift.  He  means  himfelf.  He  knew  bimfeff 
to  be  one  in  Chrift,  and  With  Chrift ;  and  he  would 
not  view  himfelf  abftrafted  from  him,  nor  fpeak  of 
Wmfelf  but  a$  in  him.  Ikncwfuch  an  one  above  four- 
teen years  ago^  caught  up  into  the  third  heaven.  Yet 
I  cannot  fay  concerning  this,  whether  the  body  and 
foul  were  tranfported  thither.  How  this  was  I  cannot 
tell.  Yet  this  I  know  (fuch  an  one,  whether  in  the 
tody 9  I  cannot  tell;  or  whether  out  of  the  body:  how 
this  was,  I  cannot  fay,  God  knoweth  tht  cafe.  Yet 
I  know  the  truth  of  this)  that  fuch  an  one  was  cau^t 
up  to  the  third  heaven.  And  I  knew  fuch  a  man  :  (whe- 
ther in  the  iody,  or  out  of  the  body,  I  cannot  tell,  God 
knoweth):  how  that  he  was* caught  up  into  paradife^ 
and  beard  unfpeakaMe  words,  which  it  is  not  lawful  (in 
the  margin  it  is  not  poffthle)for  d  man  to  utter.  I  know 
the  truth  of  this  rapture.  Yet  whether  the  foul  was 
abfent  from  the  body,  and  thus  admitted  into  the 
immediate  prefence  of  Chrift;  or,  whether  the  body 
and  foul  were  raifed  up  to  the  ftate  of  glory,  this  I 
cannot  fay ;  it  is  the  truth  of  the  being  tranftated  firft 
to  the  third  heaven,  then  to  paradife,  \%  all  I  know,  or 
c^n  declare  of  the  matter.  Moft  conceive  the  third 
leaven  and  paradife  one  and  the  fame.  I  rather  prefer 
Dr.  Goodwin  on  this  ploint,  who^confiders  the  third 
heaven  to  be  the  ultimate  ftate  of  glory,  in  which 
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body  and  foul  will  be  glorified,  and  where  God, 
in  all  his  perfons  and  perfeftions,  will  be  to  eleft 
angels  and  faints,  all  in  nil ;  and  paradife,  the  im- 
mediate (late  between  this  and  the  refurreftion  of 
the  eleS  in  their  bodies,  thai  (late  into  which  Chrift 
entered  immediately  on  his  yielding  up  the  ghoft,  and 
to  which  he  promifed  to  admit  ih(S  thief,  faved  on  the 
crofs,  when  he  laid  to  him,  Verily  I  fay  unto  ihecy  io 
day  Jhalt  thou  ke  with  me  in  paradife.  What  the  apoflle 
faw  in  heaven,  in  paradife,  he  fpeaks  not  of.  He 
tells  us  he  heard  unfpeakable  words :  fuch  as  he  could 
not  himfelf  utter  on  earth.  My  defign  is  to  fpeak  of 
the  definition  giveri  of  a  Chriftian,  of  a  real  believer, 
in  thefe  words,  /  knew  a  man  in  Chrift.  My  text, 
however,  will  be  Ihorter,  as  I  (ball  confine  it  to 
the  words  a  man  in  Chriji.  Which  are  a  true  defini- 
tion of  a  fpiritual  man.-  Twenty  folios  could  not, 
fays  Mr.  Romaine,  have  fo  fully  expreffed  it.  A 
real  Chriftian,  a  true  believer,  a  child  of  God,  he 
who  is  born  again,  is  a  man  in  Chrift.  The  expref- 
fion  is  comprehenfive ;  the  title  is  glorious.  The  idea 
raifed  in  our  minds  from  it  by  the  Holy  Ghofl,  U  hea- 
venly and  divine.  To  be  in  Chrifi  is  true  blefled- 
nefs  :  to  know  Chrift  is  true  Chriftianity  :  to  receive 
Chrift  is  the  very  cflence  of  it :  to  believe  on  Chrift 
is  life  everlafting ;  to  live  on  Chrift  is  praBical  godli* 
nefs:  to  die  in  Chrift  is  real  bleffednefs:  and  to  live 
with  Chrift -in  the  ftate  of  bkifednefs  and  glory,  will 
be  the  confummation  of  everlafting  blifs.  May  the 
Lord  the  Spirit  be  moft  gracioufly  prefent  with  m^, 
wbilft  I  attempt  to  give  ypu  the  lubftance  of  the  wor45 
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before  me, — a  man  in  Chriji.  Even  fo  be  it,  O  Lord ! 
As  the  knowledge  of  Chrift,  as  fet  forth  in  the 
gofpel,  is  a  mod  invaluable  bleffing;  (b  alfo  to  know 
Chrift  to  be  ours,  or,  in  other  words,  to  know  our 
perfonal  intereft  in  him,  is  of  vaft  importance.  No 
me  can  call  Jefus  hard  (my  Lord,  and  ray  God)  hut  hy 
the  Holy  Ghofl.  My  defign  is,  to  point  out  how  this  is 
made  knowrt  to  any  of  us,  from  the  word,  ahd  by  the 
Spirit  of  God.  Therefore  from  thcfe  words,  or  this 
definition  of  a  real  believer,  a  man  in  Chriji^  I  will  fet 
before  you  the  following  particulars  : 

Firft,  I  will  confider  the  words  themfelvcs,  a  man 
in  ChriJI;  the  very  phrafeology  being  vaftly  inftruc- 
live  and  figmficant. 

m 

Secondly,  I  will  inquire  into  the  original  of  being 
in  Cbrijl. 

Thirdly,  how  our  being  in  Chriji  is  manifefted  by 
regeneration  and  a  new  creation  in  us. 

-  Fourthly,  in  what  way  and  manner  the  Holy  Ghoft 
gi^'es  us  evidence  and  proofs  thereof.     And, 

■ 

Laftly,  the  bleffednefs  and  fruits  thereof. 
According  to  what  is  propofed  in  my  divifion  of  the 
fubjeQ,  I  am  firft  to  confider  the  words  themfelvcs, 
a  man   in  Cbriji ;   the  very   phrafeology   being  very 

-inftru6live  and  fignificant.  A  man  in  Cbrijl.  This  is 
the  only  place  where  this  peculiar  phrafeology  occurs. 

'We  read  of  believers  in  Chrift;  of  being  in  Chrift; 
of  being  one  Spirit  with  the  Lord,  /.  e.  with  the  Lord 
Jefus,  but  no  where  of  a  man  in  Chrijt^  but  in  the 

•pafiTage  "before  us.  And  as  it  is  ufed  but  this  oiicc  in 
all  the  BiMe ;  and  when  an  account  is  giveii  of  the 


A  rent  Chrifiian^  a  Man  in  Chrifi.  477 

apoftle's  being  favoured  with  vifions  and  revelations 
of  the  Lord,  it  is  the  more  remarkable,  and  worthy 
of  our  notice.  The  phrafe,  a  man  in  Chrift^  ferves  to 
point  out  and  fuggeft  the  vaft  difference  of  a  man  in 
Chrift,  and  a  man  out  of  Chrift,  It  implies,  that 
what  a  man  in  Chrift  is,  he  is,  in  confequence  of  his- 
being  in  him*  It  points  out  his  high  original.  It 
fliews  that  our  apoftle  would  confider  of  no  being  he 
had,  but  what  he  had  in  him.  That  he  confidered 
himfelf  as  having  being  and  well-being  in  him.  He 
fpeaks  fuitably  to  this,  when  he  elfewhere  fays,  There^, 
fore  if  any  man  be  in  Chrijl^  he  is  a  new  creature,  Sug* 
getting  that  a  new  creature,  or  a  new  creation  in  the 
foul,  arifes  from  being  in  Chriji.  Thefe  two  words, 
in  Cbrift^  are  as  important  as  any  in  the  New  Tefta- 
ment*  Thefe  words  in  our  text  come  home  ftill 
clofer  unto  us.  We  are  either  in  Chrift,  or  out  of  him. 
As  Mr.  Romaine  ufed  to  fay,  '^  Sirs,  you  are  either 
"  in  Adam,  or  in  Chrift.  If  in  Adam,  you  are  iri 
*'  your  fins;  and  dying  in  union  with  him,  you  will 
*^  perifti  everlaftingly.  If  in  Chrift,  you  are  not  in 
"  your  fin,  becaufe  he  hath  faved  you  in  hiinfelf 
"  with  an  everlafting  falvation."  The  expreffion,  a 
man  in  Chrift^  is  moft  fully  adapted  to.  keep  up  in  our^ 
minds. the  vaft  diffcxence  and  diftinclion  between  a 
real  believer,  and  a  nominal  onfc ;  it  contains  alfo  in 
it  matter  for  the  mind  to  contemplate  on.  As  the 
phrales.  Lord's  day,  Lords  table.  Lord's  fupper, 
"Lord's  word.  Lord's  people,  carry  with  them  a  ftamp 
of  dignity  and  majefty;  fo  the  expreffion, /j  man  in 
€briji\  does  the  fame*     It  i&  inib:u6Uve^  as  it  implies 
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that  being  in  Chriff  is  a  matter  of  the  grcatcft  im- 
portance. It  is  very  figniRcant^  as  it  (hcw^  from 
whencie  the  betiever^s  all  comes,  even  frofii  Chrift^ 
xti  whom  it  hdtb  pTekfed  the  Father  that  all  fulnefs 
Stould  dwell.  Let  then  this  title,  a  man  iff  Cbrifi^  be 
eonBdered  by  us,  in  its  importance  and  fignificancy. 
Let  us  learn  to  make  a  proper  ufis  of  this  phrafeo- 
Jogy.  Let  us  make  the  true  and  only  diftinflion 
between  man  and  man  by  it»  And  may  the  Lord 
himself  fanftify  the  ufe  of  it  unto  us,  for  his  own 
name,  his  truth  and  mercy's  fake.  I  proceed  accord* 
ing  to  my  divifion  of  the  fubjeft  before  us^ 

Secondly,  to  inquire  into  the  original  of  being  ht 
Chriji.  If  we  make  the  inquiry,  and  fearcb  the  facred 
records  for  it^  we  (hall  find,  that  our  being,  and 
well-being  in  Chrift,  our  union  to  his  perfon,  and 
intereft  in  him,  are  founded  on  the  everlafting  love 
of  Feather,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghoft ;  and  that  it  is  the 
fruit  of  that  eternal  atl  m  the  mind  and  will  of  God, 
which  is  ftyled  in  Scripture^  eleflion ;  whereby,  froffl 
eternity,  God,  out  of  the  love  wherewith  he  loved  us, 
chofe  us  in  Chrift  before  the  foundation  of  the  world. 
By  which  choice  of  our  perfons  in  Chrift,  our  head, 
we  had  a  virtual  fubfiftence  in  him,  as  members  in  an 
head  :  and  being  thus  in  him,  we  were  united  to  him, 
and  had  life  in  him  before  the  world  was.  Hence  wc 
find  thefe  expreflions  made  ufe  of  by  the  Holy  Ghoft 
on  thefe  fubjefts:  Chofen  in  him^  before  the  foundatim 
of  the  world:  blejfed  in  him  with  all  fpiritual  hlejjings^x 
fredefiinated  to  the  adoption  of  children  by  Jefus  Cbrifi : 
accepted  in  the  beloved.    All  which  arc  afcribed  to  the 
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praife-  of  the  glory  of  Jehovah  the  Father's  grace^ 
Eph,  i,  6.  The  apoftle  gives  us  a  fummary  of  it  ia 
thefc  words  :  IVbo  batbfaved  us^  and  called  us  with  an 
holy  callings  not  according  to  our  worksj  but  according  to 
his  own  purpofe  and  gracc^  which  was  given  us  in  Chrijl 
yefus^  before  the  world  began^  2  Tim.  i.  g.  As  the  eleQ; 
\icxc,  in  Chrijl  befdre  the  world  began,  fo  they  had 
being  and.  weH-being  in  him,  fuch  as  they  could  not, 
and  did  not  lofe  in  time,  although  ihey  fell  in  Adam, 
their  nature  head,  and  loft  all  their  nature  purity  vet 
him.  To  give  the  ele£l  being  ///  Chrijl^  is  tlie  foun- 
dation of  all  the  grace  they  receive  from  Chiifl.  their 
head.  They  had  life  in  him,  and  he  received  the' 
promife  of  life  for  them  before  the  world  began ;  fp 
Paul  declares.  In  hope  of  eternal  lifcj  which  God  that 
cannot  lie^  promifed  before  the  world  began^  Titus  i.  2. 
This  is  the  high  original  of  being  in  Chrijl :  it  fprings 
from  the  infinite  love  of  the  elBTential  and  coequal 
Three  in  the  incomprehenfible  Godhead,  which  is 
moft  freely  and  fully  fet  before  us  in  the  word  of 
truth ;  and  which  we  are  enlightened  into  the  know- 
ledge of  by  the  Holy  Spirit  of  truth  :  whofe  preroga* 
gativc  royal  it  is  to  lead  his  people  into  all  truth. 
Hereby  the  word  of  truth  as  it  is  in  Jefus^  enlightens 
the  naind  of  the  regenerate,  into  the  knowledge  ofGod^ 
and  of  the.  Father^  and  of  Cbrifi :  in  whom  art  hid  all  the 
treafures  of  wifdom  and  knowledge.  To  be  in  Chrijl  $ 
to  be  related  to  the  perfon  of  Chrift,  God-man ;  to  be 
one  with  bim ;  to  be  interefted  in  all  his  communis 
cable  titles,  grace,  and  gloty,  is  to  be  bleffed  beyond 
e^preffion  ;  yea,  beyond  the  uttermoft  ftretgh  of  con* 
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ception :  and  yet  this  honour  hoot  all  bis  faints.  I( 
well  becomes  them  therefore  to  fay  to  each  other, 
Traife  ye  the  Lord.  As  all  the  cleQ  were  in  Chrijl 
before  the  world  was ;  and  out  of  the  riches  of  grace 
which  the  Eternal  Three  were  plcafed  to  exprefs  to- 
wards them»  they  had  a  fupercreation  union  and  being 
in  Chrift^  and  thereby  were  predeftinated  to  the  utter, 
moft  bleffednefs  of  well-being  in  him  ;  fo  they  were 
ordained  to  receive  and  partake  of  fupernatural  blef- 
fings  from  him,  and  therefore  they  rouft-  receive  a 
fupernatural  birth  from  him,  that  may  fuit  them  to 
participate  of  the  bleflings  and  benefits  which  belong 
ro  both  the  ftate  of  grace,  and  the  ftate  of  glory. 
This  leads  mc,  therefore, 

Thirdly,  to  (hew  how  our  being  in  Chrift  is  mani- 
felled  by  regeneration  and  a  new  creation  in  us.  Be-  ' 
loved,  it  is  an  important  truth,  and  one  which  fliould 
be  prefcrved  in  the  mind,  and  kept  clear  and  diftinft 
in  our  views,  in  preaching,  hearing,  convcrfation, 
prayer,  and  in  all  our  worftiipping  a£ls,  that  there  is 
a  fecret  being  in  Cbrifty  as  the  ground  of  an  open, 
manifeftative  being  in  him.  The  former  iis  founded, 
as  hath  been  already  declared,  on  the  love  of  all  the 
perfons  in  the  Godhead,  to  the  perfons  of  the  eleQ; 
Out  of  which  they  were  chofen  in  him :  and  which 
love  is  the  bond  of  union  between  the  perfons  in 
God,  the  Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy  Ghoft,  and 
che  church.  The  open  manifeftation  of  this  takes 
place  in  the  day  of  God's  power; "when,  according 
to  the  fettlements  of  grace  in  the  will^  council,  and 
ftttlemcnts  of  the  EOential  Tbreci  the  Holy  Ghoft  is 
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fent  down  from  the  Father  and  the  Sbtt,  to  (afefe'()o^- 
feffion  of  the  heart,  and  form  a  veflel  of  mercy  fdr 
Jehovah's  piiaife.  Chrift,  the  head  bf  t^eeleft,  b 
their  life.  He  is  the  root  of  their  rfegenefation,  iB 
Adam  is  the  root  of  generation.  He  fends  dowtf 
the  Holy  Ghoft,  who  works  on  the  foul,  and  pro- 
duces in  it  a  new  and  fpiritual  birth,  which  is  altO'^ 
gether  fupernatural  and  divine.  This  new  birth  h 
the  fruit  of  eternal  eleftion,  and  the  open  difcovery 
thereof.  It  confifts  in  a  new  and  fpirituat  faculty^ 
whereby  the  new-born  are  fitted  arid  capacitated  to 
receive,  know,  and  underftand  the  things  of  Godj 
and  are  made  meet  to  hold  and  enjoy  fellowfhip  with 
God,.  Regeneration  produces  a  new  creatio'n  in  lis. 
We  are  born  from  above.  We  are,  as  the  church 
of  England  exprefles  it,  "  born  into  Chriflf.'*  Orj  as 
Paul  fays,  tranjlated  into  the  kingdom  of  God'* s  dear  Scn^ 
Col.  i.  1 3.  We  have  in  regeneration,  new  arid  fpiri* 
tual  faculties,  fenfes,  and  aflPeflions,  fuited  to  new,  fpi- 
ritual, and  fupernatural  objefts  and  fubjeSs^  which  are 
now  revealed  to  us,  and  fet  before  us.  We  have  in 
regeneration,  a  new  and  fpiritual  underftanding  given 
unto  us,  whereby  we  know  Chrift,  and  receive  the 
knowledge  of  his  perfon,  love,  and  falvation  into  our 
minds,  and  acknowledge  him  to  be  our  Lord  and 
our  God.  We  have  fpiritual  eyes  with  which  we  fee 
Jefus  in  the  glafs  of  the  gofpel.  We  have  fpiritua!^ 
cars  to  hear  his  moft  bleffed  voice  in  his  word  of 
grace  and  truth.  And  we  fay,  individually,  for  our- 
felves,  //  is  the  voice  of  my  beloved.  We  have  a  fpiri- 
tual palate^  fo  that  we  tafte  and  reliih  his  love; 

li 
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and  therefore  (ay^  O  tafte  anifet  that  the  Lord  i$  good: 
tkjfed  is  the  man  that  trujletb  in  him^  Pfalm  xxxiv. 
8.  We  have  Ipiritilal  hands  to  handle  Chrift,  the 
.vord  of  eternal  life.  We  have  fpiritual  feet  to  walk 
in  hinij  the  way  to  all  the  grace  and  glory  of  the 
Father,  and  to  run  with  alacrity  in  the  way  of  his 
holy  commandments*  In  fa6l|  like  as  the  natural ' 
,£aculties  and  fenfes  of  the;  mind,  are  fuited  to  the 
proper  objefts  and  fubjefts  on  which  they  are  to  be 
exercifed^  fo  the  fpiritual  fatuities  and  fenfes  which 
the  regenerate  are  the  fubjefts  of,  are  fitted  and  fuited 
to  Chrift  and  fpiritual  things.  The  Lord's  people  arc, 
in  his  own  time,  regenerated,  or  born  again,  and  made 
new  creatures  in  Chrift  Jefus,  that  they  may  have  the 
true  knowledge  of  God  imparted  to  their  minds,  and 
be  favoured  with  a  knowledge  of  their  intereft  in  the 
Father's  love,  in  the  Son's  falvation,  and  in  the  graces, 
gifts,  and  confolations  of  the  Holy  Ghoft.  We  are 
not  bom  again  that  we  may  have  an  intereft  in  Chrift, 
and  be  the  children  of  the  moft  high  God;  but  we 
are  born  again,  becaufe  we  are  in  Chrift^  and  are,  by 
divine  predeftination,  thefons  and  daughters  of  the  Lnrd 
Cod  Almighty.  It  is  an  inconceivable  blefling  to  appre- 
hend fpiritual  and  immutable  truth,  as  it  i^  revealed 
and  flated  in  the  Lord's  word,  and  to  have  it  ftatcd  in 
our  minds  by  the  teachings  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  as  he 
hath  ftated  it  ip  the  word.  Eleftion  is  the  foundation 
of  all  God's  a£ts  in  Chrift  towards  us,  in  us,  and 
upon  us.  The  covenant  aQs  of  the  holy  trinity  upon 
the  foreviews  of  the  fall,  on  the  behalf  of  the  de8| 
are  the  original  of  the  everlafting  gofpel.  The  incar* 
nation,  life,  obedience,  facrifice,  and  death  of  Chriftf 
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ttrt  the  falvation  of  the  cleft.  He  liath  faVcd  thcni: 
land  they  are  in  him  a  glorious  church,  not  baviftg  /pot 
er  writdcle^  or  anyfuch  thing.  They  are,  in  the  fight  of 
their  heavenly  Father^  as  ht  beholds  them  in  Chrifi^ 
holy,  righteous,  pure,  and  complete.  The  Holy 
Ghoft  works  in  them,  and  for  them,  as  the  e1e6l  of 
God,  as  the  members  of  Chrift,  a  divine  natures 
So  faith  Peter,  %  Ep.  i.  4.  And  it  is  wrought  in 
them  by  oiiinipotent  energy,  without  their  willi 
having  any  thing  to  do  with  it.  They  are  wholly 
paffive  in  the  work  of  regeneration.  It  is  the  imme* 
diate  fruit  of  eleftion.  It  is  wrought  in  their  fouli 
inftantaneoufly.  They  cannot  fay  when,  land  where 
it  was  wrought;  but,  being  born  again,  they  can  give 
a  bleffed  teftimony,  and  fomc  of  them  a  very,  clear 
one,  of  what  has  taken  place  in  their  fouls  in  confe* 
quence  of  their  being  regenerated.  Regeneratiorif 
or  a  new  creation  in  us  by  the  Spirit  of  the  living 
God,  always  carries  its  own  evidence  with  it,  that 
fuch  are  in  Chrift.  We  (hould  ever  keep  ojuronC'^ 
nefs  with  Chrift  apart  by  itfelf,  and  the  bleflings  and 
benefits  which  follow  it  in  their  due  order.  Regene* 
ration  is  not  converfion.  The  former  is  the  caufc^ 
the  latter  the  efFed.  Regeneration  is  the  ad  of  God 
towards  us,  and  upon  us.  Converfion  is  our  aft 
towards  God.  We  can  never  be  converted  to  the 
Lord,  let  us  experience  what  we  may,  until  we  btive 
lb  apprehended  God  in  Chrift^  as  to  be  perfeQIy  fatis- 
fied  of  his  everlafting  love  and  good  will  towards  tts^ 
in  his  beloved  Son.  Then,  and  not  before,  we  Oiall 
&y,  ^um  thou  us  unt^Jbee^  0  Lord^  and  loeJlaUii 
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tamed.  Regeneration^  or  a  new  creation  in  our 
fouls,  is  the  fountain  and  fpring  of  all  thofe  fpiritual 
a£ls  which  the  Holy  Ghoft  produces  in  us.  He  lives, 
and  hath  his  indwelling  in  our  fouls.  Hence  believers 
mrc  laid  to  h^  the  temple  of  the  living  God.  He  puti 
'forth  his  life-giving  influences  within  us.  He  draws 
forth  our  fpiritual  graces  into  aft  and  exercife.  He 
communicates  life  and  .light  to  our  fpiritual  facul- 
ties,' and  exercifes  them,  and  feafts  mnd  feeds  thein 
vlth  difcoveries  of  the  Father's  love,   and   Meffiahs 

* 

finifhed  falvation.  The  Holy  Ghoft  is  the  author  of 
our  new  birth,  and  of  every  fpiritual  faculty,  fenfci 
and  afFeftion  contained  therein.  He  is  the  root,  fpring, 
and  life  of  our  every  fpiritual  aftion.  He  is  the  great 
nanifefter  of  our  Being  in  Chrift,  of  our  onion  to 
him,  of  our  intereft  in  him.  He  is  picafed  to  begin 
bis  work  in  us  in  regeneration;  making  us  new  crea- 
tures, and  producing  a  new  creation  in  our  fouh. 
So  faith  our  apoftle.  If  any  man  be  in  Chriji  he  is  a 
new  creature^  2  Cor.  v.  1 7.  A  man  in  Chri/I,  who  is 
openly  declared  to  be  fo,  by  the  Lord's  effeftual  grace 
10 wards  him,  is  born  of  God — bom  again— ^be  is  a  new 
feature.  And  he  is  created  in  Chriji  Jefus  unto  good 
works,  which  God  bath  before  ordained  that  we  Jbould 
toalk  in  them,  Epnef.  ii.  10. 

I  proceed,  fourthly,^  to  fhew  in  what  way  and 
manner  the  Holy  Ghoft  gives  us  evidence  and  proofs 
thereof.  It  is  an  ineffable  blefling  to  know  Chrift. 
'Many  love  to  hear  of  Jefus  and  his  falvation.  Sonoe 
of  you  that  conftantly  attend  upon,  and  are  well 
pleafed  to  hear  the  gofpel  of  the  blcfled  God|  it 
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would  give  you  real  pleal'ure  and  foul  latisfaftion, 
could  you  have  gofpel,  real  and  well-grounded  eviw 
dence  of  your  being  interefted  in  the  unfearchabJe 
riches  of  Chrift.  For  your  fakes  I  have  taken  my 
prefent  text,  and  fliall  keep  you  in  mine  eye  in  the 
prefent  head  of  difcourfe.  May  the  Lord  the  Spirit 
help  me  to  fpeak  fo  judicioufly,  clearly,  and  precifeljr 
to  the  fubjcQ,  that  you  may  receive  and  enjoy  real 
benefit  therefrom.  .As  to  be  in  Cbriji  is  the  greateft 
of  all  blefTings,  becaufe  fuch  as  are  in  him  are  the 
objeSs  and  fubjefls  of  all  the  love  of  God,  fo  the 
knowledge  of  perfonal  intereft  in  Chrift,  the  head  of 
the  whole  eleQion  of  grace,  is  moft  truly  bleffed  and 
defirable.  It  fhould  be  remembered,  that  the  Holy 
Ghoft  only  can  give  any  of  us  to  know  our  real  and 
perfonalintereft  in  Immanuel.  The  Lord  the  Spirit 
is  moft  gracioufly  engaged  according  to  the  economy 
of  the  everlafting  covenant,  to  teftify  of  Jefus,  and  . 
take  of  the  things  which  are  his  and  (hew  them  unto  his 
called  ones.  Blefl'ed  be  his  name,  he  enlightens  their 
undcrftandings  to  receive  the  knowledge  of  the  perfon, 
love,  work,  and  falvation  of  Chrift,  from  the  written 
word ;  in  which  Chrift  is  fet  forth  in  all  the/ulne^fs  of  hi« 
grace — in  all  the  perfeftion  of  his  righteoufnefc — in 
all  the  virtue  and  efficacy  of  his  moft  precious  blood* 
feedding,  with  all  the  bleflings  of  his  redemptiori.  A 
fpiritual  apprchenfion,  an  intuitive  perception  of  the 
Lord  jefus  Chrift,  from  the  word,  and  by  the  Spirit^ 
is  the  fruit  of  regeneration,  aiicl  the  beft  evidence  of 
fpiritual  life  that  cgn  be  given.  Our  Lord,  fpeaking 
to  hi$  Divine  Father^  fays.  And  ibis. is  life  eternal^  ibaS 
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they  might  know  thee  the  tmfy  true  Godj  emd  Jefus  Cbr^ 
whom  thou  haft  fent^  John  xvii.  3.     And  in  the  6tb 
chapter  of  John,  he  fays,  Ferify^  venfyj  I  /ay  unta 
youj  be  that  helievetb  on  me  bath  everlafiing  life^     The 
former  fhews  and  proves,  that  eternal  life  confifts  in 
the  knowledge  of  the  only  true  God,  in  knowing 
Father,  Son,  and  Spirit,  as  they  have  revealed  their 
^iftin&ive  perfonalities    in  the  God-man    Mediator, 
and  in  knowing  Chrift  in  his  o£Bce  and   capacity  of 
mediatorfliip.     The  latter  ihews  in  what  way  this  is 
manifefted ;  it  is  by  believing.     And  our  Lord  pro« 
npunces  of  fuch,  that  they  have  roetU^ng  life.     Nowj 
believing  in  Chrift,  is  not  everlafting  life;  and  yet 
fuch  as  believe  ^n  Jefus,  have  everlafting  life.     The 
true  explanation  of  this  is  as  follows  :  it  is  the  know- 
ledge  of  Chrift  which  is  everlafting  life.     In  ouj 
knowing  Chrift,  we  have  everlafting  life  in  our  minds. 
And  faith  is  the  immediate  effe^l  of  our  knowledge  of 
the  perfon  and  work  of  Chrift,  and  of  the  Father's  love 
10  us  in  him,  made  known  unto  us  in  the  word,  and 
teftified  unto  us    by  the  Holy  Spirit.     So  that  as 
it  is  the  very  effcft  of  everlafting  life,  and  fuch  as 
know  Jefus,  have  everlafting  life,   our-  Lord  there- 
fore moft  truly  declares,  'He  that  helievetb  on  me  haib 
everlafting  life.     He  is  the  objeft  of  our  faith.     His 
word  is  the  ground  of  our  faith.     The  record  and 
teftimony  of  the  Father  concerning  him,  is  the  war- 
rant for  our  believing.     The  falvation  of  Jefus  is  the 
fubjeft  on  which  bur  faith  is  exercifed.     Chrift  is  the 
immediate  obje6l  of  our  faith,     ^y  him  ye  believe  in 
God  that  rai/ed  him  from  the  dead^  ^nd  gave  bim  gl^- 
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that  your  fakb  and  hope  might  J^e  in  God^  1  Pet.  i.  2i, 
Itis  a  moft  blefled  piece  of  heavenly  inftru£liori,  which 
the  Holy  Ghoft  is  mod  gracioufly  pleared  to  give  hil 
beloved  ones,  to  (hew  and  make  clear  to  them  in  what 
way,  and  by  what  means  the  falvation  of  Chrill  is 
received  into  their  minds,  and  enjoyed  in  their  hearts^ 
It  is  by  feith.  The  word  of  the  gofpel  is  ftyled  ib$ 
word  of  faith.  And  Paul  tells  \x^  faith  ametb  by  hearr 
ing^  and  hearing  hy  the  wordtf  Godj  Rom.  x.  17.  It 
is  what  we  hear  in  the  preaching  of  the  everlafting 
gofpel  concerning  Chrift,  which  makes  way  for  our 
believing  on  him.  The  whole  of  which  is  fummed 
up  by  Chrift  himfelf  in  thcfe  words :  Ccd  fo  loved  the. 
worlds  that  he  gave  bis  only  begotten  Son^  that  whofoever 
believeth  m^  bimfboHld  not  perifb^  but  have  everlafting  lifim 
I  lately  received  a  letter  from  a  young  perfon,  about 
(eventecn  years  of  age,  in  which  fhe  fays,  "  I  haivc 
♦^  received  Chrift,  but  I  fay  nothing  to  any  one  about 
f*  it :  for  I  fcarce  find  any  of  the  Lord's  people  but 
S^  think  ihey  are  faved  upon  the  footing  of  fomething 
4«  wrought  in  them.  I  want  a  free,  complete,  and 
f*  finiftied  falvation.  And  bleffed  be  the  Lord,  ia 
<'  him  my  wants  are  fully  fupplied.  Therefore  the, 
^*  falvation  of  Jefus  fuits  me,  becaufe  I  have  nothing 
^*  to  do  with  it  but  to  believe  it."  I  would  fet  my 
feal  to  this,  for  I  confider  it  a  true  gofpel  view  pf  the 
fubjeft.  Faith  is  the  moft  fimple  aft  of  the  fpiritual 
mind,  on^  9nd  towards  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift.  It 
is  fo  (imple>  that  it  cannot  be  defcribed  any  more 
than  thought  can.     You  all  know  what  it  is  to  thinky 

)mt  vrhp  c^  defciibc  th^  fimpUcUy  of  it.    You  cm 
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fay  it  is  the  ad  of  the  mind,  exercifed  on  the  obje6ls 
and  fubjeds  which  engage  it.  So  faiths  aUer  all  that 
we  fay  to  iimplify  iu  aci  and  exeicifc,  is  nothing 
more  nor  Icfs  than  the  fpiiitua)  mind  exercifed  in 
thinking  on  f  hnft.  Faith  is,  if  I  may  fo  exprcfsif, 
fpiritua]  thought.  Our  Lord  himfelf  fo.cxprefTes  it, 
when  he  puts  the  queftion,  IVkat  ikhtk  ye  of  Cbrijlf 
It  is  fo  fpoken  of  alfo,  under  the  idea  of  thought,  in 
the  Old  Teftament  ^ben  they  that  feared  ike  hrd 
/pake  often  one  to  another^  and  the  Lord  hearkened^  and 
heard  it ^  and  a  book  of  reinembrance  was  'written  befcrehim 
fir  them  that  feared  the  Lord^  and  that  thought  upon  bis 
name^  Malachi  iii;  16.  So  that  the  Holy  Ghoft  giving 
a  fpiritual  underftanding  to  the  new- horn  foul  to  know 
Chrift,  and  enlightening  the  renewed  mind  into  a 
tipematural  apprehenfion  of  hini,  Chrift  is  thereby 
received  into  the  mind,  and  enjoyed  in  the  heart; 
and  thus  Chrift  is  in  us  the  hope  of  glory.  Hereby 
alfo  we  have  evi(knce  and  proof  of  our  perfonal 
intereft  in  Jefus,  and  know  that  we  belong  unto,  and 
are  partakers  of  Chrift,  becaufe  we  have  a  true  know- 
ledge of  him  in  our  minds,  and  real  fellowfhip  wiih 
him  in  our  hearts,  through  the  woid,  and  by  the 
Spirit,  in  believing.  And  thus  we  clearly  under- 
ftand  the  apoftle,  when  he  fays,  7e  are  all  the  ihilnren 
of  God,  by  faith  in  Chrift  Je/us,  Gal.  iii.  26.  Chilli's 
dwelling  in  our  hearts  by  faith,  and  our  faith  excrciftd 
in  beholding  him,  and  taking  in  believing  lights  and 
apprehenfions  of  him,  brings  always  its  own  evidence 
with  it,  that  we  are  in  him,  and  in  hi>  way;  and,  by 
this  means,  the  Holy  G  holt  gives  us  -evidence  and 
proofs  thereof. 
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.'I  come,  .laftly,  to  fpeak  of  the  blelTednefs  and 
fruits  of  this.  With  refpeft  to  the  bleffednefs  of 
being  in  Chrift,  of  Icnowing  that  we  are  in  him,  it 
can  never  be  fully  conceived  on  earth,  nor  perfeftly 
comprehended  in  heaven.  Yet  here  below,  we,  who 
are  favoured  with  but  a  glin»pfc  of  it,  and  have  a  real 
fenfe  and  enjoyment  of  it,  find  it  exceeds  all  we  can 
poflibly  exprefs.  We  find  the  knowledge  of  Chrift 
to  be  a  perfefcl  antidote  againft  all  the  miferies  of 
life,  a  fliield  to  proteft  againft  the  fears  of  death,  and 
a  fpring  of  endlefs  confolation.  And  to  know  this 
Jefus  to  be  ours,  it  increafes  our  joy  in  him,  it  caufei 
tis  to  make  our  boaft  in  his  n^ime,  and  to  triumph  in 
his  praife.  Yea,  we  aim  at  it  again  and  again, — tb 
make  his  praife  glorious.  '1  he  knowledge  of -Chrift, 
and  intercft  in  him,  are,  in  our  views,  realities  of 
infinite  worth,  of  inexprefifible  moment.  The  apoftle 
John  fays,  for  himfelf  and  other  believers,  M^e  know 
that  the  Son  of  God  is  corne^  and  hath  given  us  anunder^ 
ftanding  thai  we-  may  know  him  thcit  is  true  :  and  we  are  in 
him  that  is  true,  even  in  bis  Son  Jefus  Chriji.  1  John  v.  20. 
To  know  him  that  is  true,  and  to  know  that  we  are  in 
him  that  is  true,  is  the  fountain  and  fpring  of  everlafting 
confolation.  Believers,  you  fhould  never  fufFer  this 
to  be  called  in  queftion.  You  ftiould  always  main- 
tain your  confidence  in  Chrift  by  faith  in  his  word  and 
work.  Every  fpiritual  breathing  of  mind  after  Jefus, 
is  a  proof  of  your  intereft  in  him.  Hereby  know  we^ 
faith  John,  that  we  dwell  in  him,  and  he  in  usj  becaufe 
he  hath  given  us  of  his  Spirit,  1  John  iv.  13.  Your 
eftimation  of  the  perfon  of  Chrift  is  the  very  fruit  of 
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your  knowledge  of  bim»  Your  high  prizing  of  the 
blood  and  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift^  is  the  real  efltQ  df 
the  views  you  have  had  of  the  confummate  worth, 
perfedion,  and  excellency  of  the  Saviour's  work  in 
the  light  of  faith.  As  fure  as  Chrift  is  precious  to 
you,  and  hath  the  fupreme  place  in  your  heart,  fo 
fure  he  dwelleth  in  you.  And  you  would  not  delight 
yourfelves  in  him,  if  the  Holy  Spirit  had  not  taken 
of  the  things  of  Chrift,  and  {hewed  you  his  glory.  I 
will  therefore  fay,  if  you  cannot  live  without  thinking 
on  Chrift,  without  worfhipping  him,  fpeaking  of  himt 
and  converfing  with  him,  you  are  fpiritual  perfons, 
ye  are  born  oflbe  Spirit.  This  being  the  fruit  of  your 
knowing  Chrift,  fludy  him.  Think^  fpeak,  and  con- 
fider  deeply  in  your  own  fouls,  on  your  bleflednefi 
in  him.  Live,  O  live,  in  a  continual  dependence  on 
him.  Put  your  every  concern  into  his  hands.  Caft 
your  every  care  on  him.  And  be  aflured,  that  when 
Chrift  your  life  (hall  appear,  ye  fhall  alfo  appear  with 
him  in  glory.  May  the  Lord  the  Spirit  blefs  this 
feeble  attempt  to  honour  Chrift,  and  inftru6t  you: 
and  to  Father,  Son,  and  Spirit,  all  the  glory  (hall 
be  afcribed  now  and  for  ever.    Amefu 
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